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Ave rag e Annual U.S. and Iow a Une m ploy m e nt and Labor Forc e Partic ipation R ate s — CY 1976-2019

Iowa Ranks #1

•  Unem ploy m ent Rate re pre se nts th e num be r unem ploy e d  persons as a pe rc e nt of th e labor forc e.  Th is is 
   calculate d  as th e num be r of pe rsons une m ploy e d  d ivid e d  by  th e labor forc e.*
•  Labor Force Participation Rate re pre se nts th e c ivilian labor forc e as a pe rc e nt of th e population.  Th is is 
    calc ulate d  as th e labor forc e (e m ploy e d  and  une m ploy e d  pe rsons) d ivid e d  by  th e population.*

Iow a R ate68.5% 60.8% U.S. R ateIow a R ate

Iowa Ranks #5 (tied)
2.4% - 3.0% 3.1% - 3.5% 3.6% - 4.0% 4.1% - 6.1%

Une m ploy m e nt R ate — CY 2019

*Note:  Wh ile th e labor forc e partic ipation rate m easure s th e total pe rc e nt of th e noninstitutional population 16 y ears old  and  old e r th at is e m ploy e d  or
une m ploy e d , th e une m ploy m e nt rate m easure s th e pe rc e ntag e of th e total c ivilian labor forc e th at is se eking  and  d oe s not have e m ploy m e nt.  If a pe rson is
not e m ploy e d  and  th e pe rson d e c id e s to not se ek em ploy m e nt any  long e r, th e pe rson w ould  no long e r be consid e re d  une m ploy e d .  Th e pe rson w ill now  be
c onsid e re d  a labor forc e nonpartic ipant.  Th is w ould  d e c rease th e une m ploy m e nt rate w h ile at th e sam e tim e d e c reasing  th e labor forc e partic ipation rate.

in Hig h e st Labor Forc e
Partic ipation R ate

in Low e st
Une m ploy m e nt R ate

Un
em
plo
ym
en
t R
ate

La
bo
r F
orc
e P
art
ici
pa
tio
n R
ate

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

U.S. Une m ploy m ent R ate Iow a Une m ploy m ent R ate U.S. Partic ipation R ate Iow a Partic ipation R ate

Note: Grey bars indicate
recession period.


