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b. An employer shall not be required to furnish more than

one set of permanent prosthetic devices.
c. Paragraph “b” shall not apply if a permanent prosthetic

device is a replacement of a permanent prosthetic device that

is medically necessary as a result of a compensable injury that

occurred while the employee was employed by the employer and

the replacement of the prosthetic device would be considered

reasonable medical care under this chapter.

Sec. 2. Section 85.27, subsection 5, Code 2022, is amended
to read as follows:

5. a. When an artificial member or orthopedic appliance,
whether or not previously furnished by the employer, is damaged
or made unusable by circumstances arising out of and in the
course of employment other than through ordinary wear and tear,
the employer shall repair or replace it. When any crutch,
artificial member or appliance, whether or not previously
furnished by the employer, either is damaged or made unusable
in conjunction with a personal injury entitling the employee to
disability benefits or services as provided by this section,
or is damaged in connection with employee actions taken which
avoid such personal injury, the employer shall repair or
replace it.

b. Subject to paragraph “a” but notwithstanding any other

provision of this section, an employer shall not be required

to provide for the repair or replacement of an employee’s

permanent prosthetic device if the employee has an account

credited to the employee pursuant to section 85.65, subsection

2, in relation to that permanent prosthetic device.

Sec. 3. Section 85.35, Code 2022, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 7A. a. If an injury relating to a claim
results in the injured worker needing a medically necessary

permanent prosthetic device or an alteration of an existing
medically necessary permanent prosthetic device, a settlement
pursuant to this section must describe the medically necessary
permanent prosthetic device and identify which portion of

the settlement proceeds are for the purpose of covering the
estimated cost of future repair or replacement of the device.
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