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The protocols shall be reviewed by the departments on an annual
basis.

Sec. 4. Section 237.17, Code 2022, is amended to read as
follows:

237.17 Foster care registry.

1. The state board shall establish a registry of the
placements of all children receiving foster care. The
department agency responsible for the placement shall notify
the state board of each placement within—five—working—days—of
the—department-—s—neotifiecation of theplacement in accordance

with written protocols adopted pursuant to section 237.16,
subsection 4. The notification t+e—the—state—boaré shall
include information identifying the child receiving foster care

and placement information for that child.

2, Withinthirty -days—eftheplacement—er—two—days—after
the—dispesitional—hearing—the The agency responsible for the

placement shall submit the case permanency plan and all case
permanency plan revisions to the—state—beard a local board in
accordance with written protocols adopted pursuant to section

237.16, subsection 4. All-subseguent revisions—ef theease

Sec. 5. Section 237.18, Code 2022, is amended to read as
follows:

237.18 Duties of state board.

The state board shall:

1. Review the activities and actions of local boards and the
court appointed special advocate program.

2. Adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to:

a. Establish a recordkeeping system for the files of local
review boards including individual case reviews.

b. Accumulate data and develop an annual report regarding
children infester—eare served by the state board. The report
shall include:

(1) Personal—data Data regarding the total number of days of
foster care provided and the characteristics of the children

receiving foster care.
(2) The number of placements of children in foster care.

+3)—The-frequency—andresultsof ecourt—reviewss




House File 2390, p. 3

c¢. Evaluate the judieial—and—administrative data collected
on—foster—eare by local boards and court appointed special

advocates, and disseminate the data to the governor, the

— hief <ud £ h—udieial-distriet- the

department, ard child-placing agencies, and the state court
administrator for dissemination to the supreme court and the

chief judge of each judicial district.
d. Establish mandatory training programs for members of the

state andleoeal—rewview—beoards—ineludingan—initialtraining
program—and-periedie—in—-serviee—training programs board.

Training shall focus on, but not be limited to, the following:
(1) The—hist hid \ 3 3 £ &) . £ |
in—the—-ehild proteetionsystem The duties of the state board.

(2) i1 | 3 3 el . ile Susti
aet The duties of local boards.

(3) Thefos Iminiot . . £ &)
department—of-human—serviees The duties of court appointed
special advocates.

(4) The—rele—and procedures—of—the——eitizsen—s—feoster—ecare
review—system Applicable child welfare laws and practices that
influence the work of local boards and court appointed special

advocates.

e. Establish a mandatory training program and procedures for
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+he local rewiew—beard boards consistent with the provisions
of section 237.20.

g- £, Establish procedures and protocols for administering
the court appointed special advocate program in accordance with
subsection 7 6.

3. Assign the cases of children receiving foster care to the
appropriate local boards.

b Assist leeal_l . ‘e £ ehild
Lrina—fost L ded—i cion 23720

5+ 4. Employ appropriate staff in accordance with available

funding. ®Phe—beard—shalli—ecoerdinate—with—the-department—of

maintain Maintain an evaluation program regarding citizen

foster care review programming. The evaluation program shall
be designed to evaluate the effectiveness of citizen reviews in
improving case permanency planning and meeting case permanency
planning goals, identify the amount of time children spend in
foster care placements, and identify problem issues in the
foster care system. The state board shall submit an annual
evaluation report to the governor and the general assembly.

7= 6. Administer the court appointed special advocate
program, including but not limited to performance of all of the
following:

a. Establish standards for the program, including but
not limited to standards for selection and screening of
volunteers, preservice training, emgeing continuing education,
and assignment and supervision of volunteers. Identifying
information concerning a court appointed special advocate,
other than the advocate’s name, shall not be considered to be a
public record under chapter 22.

b. Implement the court appointed special advocate program in
additionalareas—of+the—state as deemed necessary to effectuate
its purpose including but not limited to employing court
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appointed special advocate program staff as available funding
provides.

¢. Promote adherence to the national guidelines for state

and local court appointed special advocate programs.
d. 1Issue an annual report of the court appointed special
advocate program for submission to the general assembly, the

governor, and the supreme court.

8+ 7. Receive gifts, grants, or donations made for any of
the purposes of the state board’s programs and disburse and
administer the funds received in accordance with the terms of
the donor and under the direction of program staff. The funds
received shall be used according to any restrictions attached
to the funds and any unrestricted funds shall be retained
and applied to the applicable program budget for the next
succeeding fiscal year.

9~ 8. Make recommendations to the general assembly, the
department, +e child-placing agencies, the governor, and the
state court administrator for dissemination to the supreme
courty and the chief judge of each judicial districty—and—te
fhe—judieial—braneh. The recommendations shall include but

are not limited to identification of systemic problems in

the foster care and the juvenile justice systems, specific
proposals for improvements that assist the systems in being
more cost-effective and better able to protect the best
interests of children, and necessary changes relating to the
data collected and the annual report made under subsection 2,
paragraph b7,

Sec. 6. Section 237.19, Code 2022, is amended to read as
follows:

237.19 Local citizen foster care review boards.

1. The state board shall establish local citizen foster
care review boards to review cases of children receiving foster
care. The department shall discontinue its foster care review
process for those children reviewed by local boards as local
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issues that do not pertain to the case permanency plan. The
findings and recommendations shall include the proposed date
of the next review by the local board. The local board shall
notify the persons specified in subsection 4 of the findings
and recommendations.

Sec. 11. Section 237.20, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code
2022, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph:

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (9) An intervenor.

Sec. 12. Section 237.21, subsection 2, Code 2022, is amended
to read as follows:

2, Information and records relating to a child receiving
foster care and to the child’s family shall be provided to a
court appointed special advocate, a local board, or the state
board by the department, the department’s agent, or ehiltd-eare

a child placement agency reeeiving—purchase—ef-serviee
£fundas—from—the—department contracted by the department upon

request by the court appointed special advocate or either

board. A court having jurisdiction of a child receiving
foster care shall release the information and records the

court deems necessary to determine the needs of the childy

to a local board or the—state—beard court appointed special
advocate upon request by either the local board or court

appointed special advocate. If confidential information and

records are distributed to individual members in advance of a
meeting of the—state—beard—er a local board, the information
and records shall be clearly identified as confidential and the
members shall take appropriate steps to prevent unauthorized
disclosure. If confidential information and records are

distributed to a court appointed special advocate or court

appointed special advocate program staff, the information shall

be confidential and the court appointed special advocate and

court appointed special advocate program staff shall take

appropriate steps to prevent unauthorized disclosure.
Sec. 13. Section 237.21, subsection 4, Code 2022, is amended

to read as follows:

4. A court appointed special advocate may disclose
case-related observations and recommendations to the agency
assigned by the court to supervise the case, to the county













