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.MEMORIAL TO THE CONGRESS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 21 

Whereas, during the emergency of World War II, the Congress of the United States 
enacted an excise tax levy on the transportation of property and persons; and 

Whereas, the tax on transportation of property and persons was designed for a double 
motive, to supply revenue and for the principal purpose of discouraging unnecessary 
civilian use of common carriers when their services were needed in the war effort; and 

Whereas, though the hostilities have long since ceased, the tax on transportation of 
property and persons still continues to be an effective deterrent to such transportation 
and is now effective in weakening the national transportation system contrary to the 
best public interest; and 

Whereas, the national policy declared by the Congress of the United States in the 
Interstate Commerce Act calls for the development and preservation of a national trans­
portation system adequate to meet the needs of commerce, postal service and the 
national defense; and 

Whereas, the publicly regulated carriers are the collectors of the tax for the govern­
ment, the tax adds to the shipping cost paid by the shipper or receiver who uses the 
regulated carrier and it, therefore, places an undue and unfair advantage in the hands 
of those who can afford to furnish their own transportation as against the small ship­
per or receiver who, because of his economic station, is compelled to use the regulated 
carrier. It also creates an inequality between the shipper who has a long haul and one 
who has a short haul on the same regulated carrier because the excise tax is levied as 
a percentage of the cost of the transportation; and 

Whereas, transportation is not by any standard a luxury, and sound reasoning allows 
us to distinguish between the excise tax on transportation and other excise taxes on 
luxury items; and 

Whereas, it is the opinion of the General Assembly of the State of Iowa that the best 
interest of the citizens of the State and the Nation will best be served by the removal 
of the excise taxes on transportation; 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Senate, the House Concurring, that it shall be the 
manifest expression of the Fifty-seventh General Assembly that the discriminatory and 
burdensome excise taxes on transportation of persons and property be removed by the 
Congress of the United States. 

Be It Further Resolved, that a copy of the resolution be communicated to the members 
of Congress from Iowa and that a copy of said resolution be communicated to the com­
mittee on ways and means of the House of Representatives and to the committee on 
finance in the Senate of the United States Congress. 

Adopted: S. J. 509; H. J. 711. 
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