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P roduction Capacity
in Millions of Gallons
Biodie se l Pla nts (10 Tota l)

#* 10 - 25
#* 26 - 50
#* 51 - 76
Etha nol Pla nts (42 Tota l)

!( 38 - 50
!( 51 - 100
!( 101 - 150
!( 151 - 300

Sources:  U.S. Energ y Inform ation Adm inistration, LSA calculations
LSA Staff Contac t:  Aaron Gerdts (515.281.6764) Aaron.Gerdts@legis.iowa.g ov

Eth anol and Biodiesel
P roduction Capacity 
in Millions of Gallons

1 - 1,000
1,001 - 2,000
2,001 - 3,000
3,001 - 5,126
No Capacity

Note:  P roduc tion capacity
is usually indicated by
nam eplate capacity.

4,667
Eth anol

460
Biodiesel

P roduction Capacity in Iowa
in Millions of Gallons

Iowa Eth anol and Biodiesel P lants by Capacity

Eth anol and Biodiesel P roduction Capacity by State — As of January 1, 2021

Iowa’s Ranking  Nationally
in Both  Eth anol and
Biodiesel P roduc tion#1

Top Five States in P ercentage of Total
U.S. Eth anol and Biodiesel P roduc tionQuick Facts:

•  Eth anol is m ade prim arily from  cornstarc h  from  kernels.
•  Biodiesel is m ade from  v eg etab le oils (prim arily soy oil), but also from
   anim al fats, waste oil, and g reases.
•  One bush el of corn yields 2.7 gallons of eth anol.
•  E15 fuel is a b lend of 15.0% eth anol and 85.0% gasoline.  E15 is approv ed
   for use in m odel year 2001 and newer cars, trucks, and sport utility veh ic les.
   A 10.0% eth anol b lend is approv ed for use in all autom ob iles.
•  Fuel-g rade biodiesel m ust m eet specifications and be registered with  th e
   Environm ental P rotection Agency as a legal m otor fuel.  Biodiesel is not th e
   sam e as renewab le diesel.  Wh ile b oth  fuels can be m ade from  sim ilar feedstoc ks,
   th ey are m ade using  different produc tion processes and h av e different properties.

7.1%
7.4%
9.5%
11.4%

25.6%

South
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Minnesota

Illinois

Neb raska

Iowa


