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U.S. Decennial Cens us  — Population Change in County Seats  from 2010 to 2020

Sources:  U .S. Decennial Census, Way v. Fox, 109 Iowa 340, 80 N.W. 405 (1899), L SA Calculations
L SA Staff Contact:  Mic hael Guanc i (515.725.1286) m ic hael.guanc i@legis.iowa.gov

L ab els ind ic ate county seat nam e and  actual population c hange.

Percent Change in
Population
! -10.0% to -5.0%
! -4.9% to 0.0%
! 0.1% to 5.0%
! 5.1% to 67.1%

Iowa Cod e uses “county seats” as a d esignation for a variety of m atters, and  Iowa case law d efines a county seat as the 
place properly d esignated  for d oing the b usiness of the county, where pub lic b uild ings are to b e erected , where the courts 
are held , and  where county offices are loc ated .
Although Iowa has 99 counties, there are actually 100 county seats in Iowa.  L ee County m aintains two county seats.  Due 
to a rivalry in the m id  1800s b etween two population centers in the county, Keokuk and  Fort Mad ison, the Iowa L egislature 
granted  L ee County the authority to m aintain two county seats.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/1.1.1/CH0052.pdf

