lowa Child Care Providers

Three types of child care providers are regulated in lowa: licensed centers, child development
homes, and child care homes (homes serving more than five children are required to register). The
lowa Department of Human Services (DHS) performs background checks, minimum health and
safety training, and completes annual monitoring visits to all child development homes.
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Child Care Provider Capacity Per Child Under Age Five
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For more information, visit the DHS Dashboard on Child Care.
To view an interactive map of child care providers by availability, click here.

Registered Child Care Provider
Types by Capacity
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Click here for more information on provider types.
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Quality Rating System (QRS)
Percentage of Providers by Rating
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QRS 1: Meets standard licensing or regulatory
requirements.

QRS 2: Meets a set of specific criteria including
participation in food programs, ChildNet,
certifications and training for staff.

QRS 3-5: Based on a point system by category.
Level 5 requires a minimum number of
points as well as an Environment Rating
Score (ERS) by an lowa State University
assessor.

Click here for more information on QRS.

Source: lowa Department of Human Services, U.S. Census Bureau 2019 Population Estimates, LSA calculations

LSA Staff Contact: Chris Ubben (515.725.0134) chris.ubben@legis.iowa.gov
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https://dhs.iowa.gov/childcare/overview
https://dhs.iowa.gov/dashboard_childcare
https://iowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/cabe69b5e2494259ab6c820c249e0f19
https://dhs.iowa.gov/quality-rating-system

