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PREFACE TO 2024 IOWA CODE

IOWA CODE — ANNUAL ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS — BIENNIAL PRINTED
HARDBOUND VOLUMES. The Iowa Code is published pursuant to Iowa Code chapters 2A
and 2B by the Legislative Services Agency. An official copy in PDF format and an unofficial
and searchable version of the Iowa Code are published following each regular session of
a General Assembly on the Internet and on the Iowa Law Infobase. Printed hardbound
volumes of the Iowa Code and the Tables and Indexes are published following the second
regular session of a General Assembly.

CODE CONTENTS AND EFFECTIVE AND APPLICABILITY DATES. This 2024 Iowa Code
includes all enactments with a January 1, 2024, or earlier effective date from the 2023 Regular
and Extraordinary Sessions of the Ninetieth Iowa General Assembly and includes enactments
from prior sessions that were effective on or before that date. Unless otherwise indicated in
the text or in a footnote, new sections, amendments, and repeals from the 2023 Session were
effective on or before July 1, 2023. New sections from the 2023 Extraordinary Session were
effective as stated in the enactment. Refer to specific enactments to determine effective and
applicability dates. The Table of Contents enumerates the titles and subtitles in this Iowa
Code, and each volume contains an analysis by title, subtitle, and chapter. Codified and
original versions of the Constitution of the State of Iowa are included at the beginning of
Volume 1.

EDITORIAL DECISIONS. All duplicative or nonconflicting amendments to a Code section
or part of a Code section were harmonized as required under lowa Code sections 2B.13 and
4.11. A strike or repeal prevailed over an amendment to the same material. If amendments
were irreconcilable, the last amendment in the Act, or latest in date of enactment, was codified
as provided in Iowa Code sections 2B.13 and 4.8. Code Editor’s Notes at the beginning of
each Code volume explain editorial decisions. Iowa Code sections 2B.13 and 2B.17A govern
editorial changes and their effective dates.

HISTORIES AND NOTES. Bracketed material at the end of Code sections traces the
sections’ histories up through 1982. Beginning with the 1983 Legislative Session, Code
section histories are traced by citing all Iowa Acts amending or enacting the Code sections.
The history of a transferred section includes the publication year and the Code section from
which the transfer took place. An explanatory note describing the most recent changes in
each new, amended, or revised Code section follows the history. Internal reference citations
follow Code titles, subtitles, chapters, chapter subunits, or sections.

TABLES AND INDEXES. Tables and Indexes are published at the end of Volume VIII and
online annually, and contain conversion tables of Senate and House files and Joint Resolutions
to Iowa Acts chapters, tables of disposition of Iowa Acts, tables of Code sections altered,
tables of corresponding sections, an Iowa Constitution Index, a General Index, and a Skeleton
Index.

EDITORIAL STAFFE. The 2024 Iowa Code senior legal editorial staff included Ed Cook,
Senior Legal Counsel; Michael Duster, Senior Legal Counsel; and Nicholas Schroeder, Legal
Services Editor. The editorial staff of the Iowa Code welcomes comments and suggestions
for improvements.

Timothy C. McDermott Jonathan Heggen
Legislative Services Agency Director Legal Services Division Director

Leslie E. W. Hickey
Iowa Code Editor

Orders for legal publications, including the Iowa Code and Iowa Law Infobase, should be directed to:
Legislative Services Agency
State Capitol
Des Moines, Iowa 50319
515.281.6766
www.legis.iowa.gov/law/information
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CODE EDITOR’S NOTES

The multiple amendments do not conflict, so they were harmonized
to give effect to each as required by Code sections 2B.13 and 4.11.
In some cases where this note is referenced, the amendments are
identical. Under Code section 2B.13, a strike or repeal prevails over an
amendment to the same material and does not create a conflict.

2023 Acts, ch 19, §9, 10, 1723, 2606, and 2607, amend subsections 1
through 4, effective July 1, 2023. 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §26, repeals the
entire Code section on or about November 13, 2023. The repeal prevails
and was codified, but the amendments by 2023 Acts, ch 19, §9, 10, 1723,
2606, and 2607, were in effect from July 1, 2023, until November 13,
2023.

2023 Acts, ch 19, §471, changes a reference to “substance abuse
problem” to “substance use disorder” in subsection 2, paragraph a,
subparagraph (1), and then amends various definitions in subsection 4.
2023 Acts, ch 140, §1, amends subsection 2, paragraph a, subparagraph
(1), by striking the phrase “or a substance abuse problem” and then
adds new language relating to mental health treatment. The changes
made by 2023 Acts, ch 19, §471, to subsection 4 do not conflict
with the changes made by 2023 Acts, ch 140, §1, and were codified.
The amendments made by both Acts to subsection 2, paragraph a,
subparagraph (1), however, do conflict. Because 2023 Acts, ch 140, §1,
strikes the entire phrase “substance abuse problem” and because it is
the later enactment, the changes from that Act only were codified in
subsection 2, paragraph a, subparagraph (1).

2023 Acts, ch 19, §654 and 655, amend subsection 2, paragraphs c and
d, and subsection 3 by adding the words “health and” before the words
“human services” in references to the former department of human
services. 2023 Acts, ch 112, §70, in addition to other amendments,
strikes the words “human services” from those same department
references. The amendments conflict and 2023 Acts, ch 112, §70,
because it was the later enactment, was codified.

2023 Acts, ch 19, §985 and 2545, amend subsection 5, paragraph j,
subparagraph (1), and subsections 9, 9A, and 9B. 2023 Acts, ch 90,
§11, 17, and 19, amend subsections 3 and 4, subsection 5, paragraph
j, subparagraph (1), and subsections 9 and 9A. 2023 Acts, ch 91,
§2 and 3, amend subsections 2, 3, and 4, subsection 5, paragraph
j, subparagraph (1), and subsection 9. The changes made by 2023
Acts, ch 19, §2545, 2023 Acts, ch 90, §17, and 2023 Acts, ch 91, §2, to
subsections 2, 3, 4, 9A, and 9B did not conflict and were codified to
give effect to each. In subsection 5, paragraph j, subparagraph (1),
the change from “substance abuse” to “substance use disorder” by
2023 Acts, ch 19, §985, and the change from “shall” to “may” and the
addition of the phrase “cardiopulmonary resuscitation”; by 2023 Acts,
ch 90, §19, did not create a conflict and were codified. In addition,
although 2023 Acts, ch 90, §19, and 2023 Acts, ch 91, §3, both struck
the words “and acquired immune deficiency syndrome”, because 2023
Acts, ch 91, §3, also struck other language, the change by 2023 Acts,
ch 91, §3, was codified in subsection 5, paragraph j, subparagraph
(1). In subsection 9, 2023 Acts, ch 90, §11, divides the subsection into
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CODE EDITOR’S NOTES vi

422.16

paragraphs, changes language regarding who may be employed as a
librarian and the level of education that may be required, and then adds
a new paragraph regarding rules establishing standards for library
programming and materials. 2023 Acts, ch 91, §2, divides subsection 9
into different subunits, adds language regarding the establishment of
age-appropriate kindergarten through grade twelve library programs
that support student achievement goals, and provides for disciplinary
action for failure to use only age-appropriate materials. 2023 Acts,
ch 19, §2545, updates two references in subsection 9 to chapter 272
to reflect the transfer of that Code chapter to a new location. The
amendments conflict in part and were harmonized by codifying the
changes from 2023 Acts, ch 90, §11, and then renumbering paragraph
a as paragraph a, subparagraph (1). The amendments by 2023 Acts,
ch 91, §2, were then codified as paragraph a, subparagraphs (2) and
(3), and the internal references to subparagraph (1) were altered to
reflect the renumbering. Because the references to chapter 272 that
were updated by 2023 Acts, ch 19, §2545, were stricken entirely in the
changes made by 2023 Acts, ch 91, §2, the changes made by 2023 Acts,
ch 19, §2545, were not codified.

2023 Acts, ch 5, §8, amends subsection 1, paragraph c, and is
retroactively applicable to January 1, 2023, for tax years beginning
on or after that date. 2023 Acts, ch 66, §99, amends subsection 12,
paragraph a. 2023 Acts, ch 115, §17, strikes the entire Code section
and rewrites it. The strike and rewrite prevails and was codified.
The amendment by 2023 Acts, ch 5, §8, was in effect, however, from
January 1, 2023, until July 1, 2023.
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DESIGNATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY — OFFICIAL
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS — CITATIONS

2.2 Designation of general assembly.

1. Each regular session of the general assembly shall be designated by the year in which it convenes and by
a number with a new consecutive number assigned with the session beginning in each odd-numbered year.

2. A special session of the general assembly shall be designated as an extraordinary session in the particular
year of a numbered general assembly.

2B.17 Official legal publications — citations.

1. A legal publication designated as official by the legislative services agency as provided in sections 2.42
and 2A.1 is the authoritative and official electronic or print version of the statutes, administrative rules, or court
rules of the state of Iowa.

2. a. The codified state constitution shall be known as the Constitution of the State of Iowa.

b. For statutes, the official versions of publications shall be known as the Iowa Acts, the Iowa Code, and the
Code Supplement for supplements for the years 1979 through 2011.

c. For administrative rules, the official versions of the publications shall be known as the lowa Administrative
Bulletin and the Iowa Administrative Code.

d. For court rules, the official legal publication shall be known as the Iowa Court Rules.

3. The legislative services agency may adopt a style manual providing a uniform system of citing the codified
Constitution of the State of Iowa and the official versions of publications listed in subsection 2, including by
reference to commonly accepted legal sources. The legislative services agency style manual may provide for a
different form of citation for electronic and printed versions of the same publication. Nothing in this section
affects rules for style and format adopted pursuant to section 2.42.

4. The codified Constitution of the State of Iowa, and statutes enacted and joint resolutions enacted or passed
by the general assembly shall be cited as follows:

a. The codified Constitution of the State of Iowa shall be cited as the Constitution of the State of Iowa, with
a reference identifying the preamble or boundaries, or article, section, and subunit of a section. Subject to
the legislative services agency style manual, the Constitution of the State of Iowa may be cited as the Iowa
Constitution.

b. The Iowa Acts shall be cited as the Iowa Acts with a reference identifying the year of the publication in
conformance with section 2.2, and the chapter of a bill enacted or joint resolution enacted or passed during
a regular session, or in the alternative the bill or joint resolution chamber designation, and the section of the
chapter or bill or subunit of a section. A bill or joint resolution enacted or passed during a special session shall
be cited by the extraordinary session designation in conformance with section 2.2. If the Iowa Acts have not
been published, a bill or joint resolution may be cited by its bill or joint resolution chamber designation.

c. TheIowa Code shall be cited as the Iowa Code. Supplements to the lowa Code published for the years 1979
through 2011 shall be cited as the Code Supplement. Subject to the legislative services agency style manual, the
Iowa Code may be cited as the Code of Iowa or Code and the Code Supplement may be cited as the Iowa Code
Supplement, with references identifying parts of the publication, including but not limited to title or chapter,
section, or subunit of a section. If the citation refers to a past edition of the Iowa Code or Code Supplement,
the citation shall identify the year of publication. The legislative services agency style manual shall provide for
a citation form for any supplements to the Iowa Code published after the year 2013.

5. Administrative rules shall be cited as follows:

a. The Iowa Administrative Bulletin shall be cited as the IAB, with references identifying the volume number
which may be based on a fiscal year cycle, the issue number, the publication date, and the ARC number assigned
to the rulemaking document by the administrative rules coordinator pursuant to section 17A.4 or 17A.5. Subject
to the legislative services agency style manual, the citation may also include the publication’s page number.

b. The Iowa Administrative Code shall be cited as the IAC, with references to an agency’s identification
number placed at the beginning of the citation and with references to parts of the publication, including but not
limited to chapter, rule, or subunit of a rule.

6. The Iowa Court Rules shall be cited as the Iowa Court Rules, with references to the rule number and to
subunits of the publication, which may include but are not limited to the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure, the Iowa
Rules of Criminal Procedure, the Iowa Rules of Evidence, the Iowa Rules of Appellate Procedure, the Iowa Rules
of Professional Conduct, and the Iowa Code of Judicial Conduct. Subject to the legislative services agency style
manual, the names of the rules may be abbreviated.

Chapters of the Code are cited as whole numerals; as chapter 135 or chapter 135A.
Sections are cited as decimal numerals; as section 135.101 or section 135A.2. Sections are often divided into subunits. The following is
an example of the hierarchical structure of a Code section:

Section: 8C.7A Subparagraph division: (a)
Subsection: 3 Subparagraph subdivision: (iv)
Paragraph: ¢ Subparagraph part: (A)
Subparagraph: (3) Subparagraph subpart: (I)

The above Code section example may be abbreviated as 8C.7A(3) (c) (3) (a) (iv) (A) (D).

xXi
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C51 ot Code of 1851
R60 ....ovviiiiil Revision of 1860
C73 e Code of 1873
COT oo Code of 1897
S02 .o Supplement of 1902
S07 oo Supplement of 1907
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xii
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CS2003........ Code Supplement of 2003
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CS2007 ........ Code Supplement of 2007
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Ch oo Chapter
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SUBCHAPTER I
JURISDICTION AND CONTROL

306.1 Roads and streets. Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1075, §17. See §306.3, 313.2.

306.2 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Agency” means any governmental body which exercises jurisdiction over any road as
provided in section 306.4.

2. “Book”, “list”, “record”, or “schedule” kept by a county auditor, assessor, treasurer,
recordet, sheriff, or other county officer means the county system as defined in section 445.1.

3. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §306.2]

2000 Acts, ch 1148, §1; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §200, 201

306.3 Definitions used throughout Code.

As used in this chapter or in any chapter of the Code relating to highways, except as
otherwise specified:

1. “Area service” or “area service system” means those secondary roads that are not part
of the farm-to-market road system.

2. “County conservation parkways” or “county conservation parkway system” means
those parkways located wholly within the boundaries of county lands operated as parks,
forests, or public access areas.

3. “Farm-to-market roads” or “farm-to-market road system” means those county
jurisdiction intracounty and intercounty roads which serve principal traffic generating
areas and connect such areas to other farm-to-market roads and primary roads. The
farm-to-market road system includes those county jurisdiction roads providing service
for short-distance intracounty and intercounty traffic or providing connections between
farm-to-market roads and area service roads, and includes those secondary roads which are
federal aid eligible. The farm-to-market road system shall not exceed thirty-five thousand
miles.

4. “Interstate roads” or “interstate road system” means those roads and streets of the
primary road system that are designated by the secretary of the United States department
of transportation as the national system of interstate and defense highways in Iowa.

5. “Municipal street system” means those streets within municipalities that are not
primary roads or secondary roads.

6. “Primary roads” or “primary road system” means those roads and streets both inside
and outside the boundaries of municipalities which are under department jurisdiction.

7. “Public road right-of-way” means an area of land, the right to possession of which is
secured or reserved by the state or a governmental subdivision for roadway purposes. The
right-of-way for all secondary roads is sixty-six feet in width, unless otherwise specified by
the county board of supervisors of the respective counties.

8. “Road” or “street” means the entire width between property lines through private
property or the designated width through public property of every way or place of whatever
nature if any part of such way or place is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right,
for purposes of vehicular traffic.

9. “Secondary roads” or “secondary road system” means those roads under county
jurisdiction.

10. “State park, state institution, and other state land road system” consists of those
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roads and streets wholly within the boundaries of state lands operated as parks, or on which
institutions or other state governmental agencies are located.

[C24, 27, §4636; C31, 35, §4644-c2; C39, §4644.02; C46, 50, §309.2; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.2;
C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.3]

92 Acts, ch 1153, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 144, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §1
Referred to in §307.24, 309.3, 310.10, 314.30, 315.3, 321.285

306.4 Jurisdiction of systems.

The jurisdiction and control over the roads and streets of the state are vested as follows:

1. Jurisdiction and control over the primary roads shall be vested in the department.

2. Jurisdiction and control over the secondary roads shall be vested in the county board
of supervisors of the respective counties.

3. a. Effective July 1, 2004, jurisdiction and control over a farm-to-market extension or
road transferred pursuant to section 306.8A within a city with a population of less than five
hundred shall be vested in the county board of supervisors of the respective county.

b. If the population of a city drops below five hundred after July 1, 2004, as determined
by the latest available federal census or special census, jurisdiction and control over a
farm-to-market extension located within the city shall be vested in the county board of
supervisors of the respective county effective July 1 following census certification by the
secretary of state.

c. If the population of a city from which jurisdiction and control over a road has been
transferred pursuant to paragraph “a” or “b” exceeds seven hundred fifty, as determined by
the latest available federal census or special census, such jurisdiction and control shall be
transferred back to the city effective July 1 following census certification by the secretary of
state.

4. a. Jurisdiction and control over the municipal street system shall be vested in the
governing bodies of each municipality; except that the department and the municipal
governing body shall exercise concurrent jurisdiction over the municipal extensions
of primary roads in all municipalities. When concurrent jurisdiction is exercised, the
department shall consult with the municipal governing body as to the kind and type of
construction, reconstruction, repair, and maintenance and the two parties shall enter into
agreements with each other as to the division of costs.

b. When the two parties cannot initially come to agreement as to the division of costs
under this subsection, the parties shall contract with an organization in this state to provide
mediation services. The costs of the mediation services shall be equally allocated between
the two parties. If after submitting to mediation the parties still cannot come to agreement as
to the division of costs, the mediator shall sign a statement that the parties did not reach an
agreement, and the parties shall then submit the matter for binding arbitration to a mutually
agreed-upon third party. If the parties cannot agree upon a third-party arbitrator, they shall
submit the matter to an arbitrator selected under the rules of the American arbitration
association.

5. Jurisdiction and control over the roads and streets in any state park, state institution,
or other state land shall be vested in the board, commission, or agency in control of the park,
institution, or other state land; except that:

a. The department and the controlling agency shall have concurrent jurisdiction over any
road which is an extension of a primary road and which both enters and exits from the state
land at separate points. The department may expend the moneys available for such roads
in the same manner as the department expends such moneys on other roads over which the
department exercises jurisdiction and control. The parties exercising concurrent jurisdiction
may enter into agreements with each other as to the kind, type, and division of costs of
construction, reconstruction, repair, and maintenance. In the absence of such agreement,
the jurisdiction and control of such road shall remain in the department.

b. The board of supervisors of any county and the controlling state agency shall have
concurrent jurisdiction over any road which is an extension of a secondary road and which
both enters and exits from the state land at separate points. The board of supervisors of
any county may expend the moneys available for such roads in the same manner as the
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board expends such moneys on other roads over which the board exercises jurisdiction and
control. The parties exercising concurrent jurisdiction may enter into agreements with each
other as to the kind, type, and division of costs of construction, reconstruction, repair, and
maintenance. In the absence of an agreement, the jurisdiction and control of the road shall
remain in the board of supervisors of the county.

6. Jurisdiction and control over parkways within county parks and conservation areas
shall be vested in the county conservation boards within the boards’ respective counties;
except that:

a. The department and the county conservation board shall have concurrent jurisdiction
over an extension of a primary road which both enters and exits from a county park or
other county conservation area at separate points. The department may expend moneys
available for such roads in the same manner as the department expends such moneys on other
roads over which the department exercises jurisdiction and control. The parties exercising
concurrent jurisdiction may enter into agreements with each other as to the kind, type, and
division of costs of construction, reconstruction, repair, and maintenance. In the absence of
an agreement, the jurisdiction and control of the roads shall remain in the department.

b. The board of supervisors of any county and the county conservation board shall
have concurrent jurisdiction over an extension of a secondary road which both enters
and exits from a county park or other county conservation area at separate points. The
board of supervisors of any county may expend moneys available for such roads in the
same manner as the board expends such moneys on other roads over which the board
exercises jurisdiction and control. The parties exercising concurrent jurisdiction may enter
into agreements with each other as to the kind, type, and division of costs of construction,
reconstruction, repair, and maintenance. In the absence of an agreement, the jurisdiction
and control of the roads shall remain in the board of supervisors of the county.

[C51, §514; R60, §819; C73, §920; C97, §1482; C24, 27, §4560, 4635 — 4677, 4780 - 4812;
C31, 35, §4560, 4644-c1; C39, §4560, 4644.01; C46, 50, §309.1; Cb4, 58, 62, 66, §306.3; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.4]

89 Acts, ch 134, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 144, §2; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §56
Referred to in §306.2, 307.22, 307.24, 308.5, 312.3, 331.362
Subsections 4 - 6 amended

306.5 Continuity of farm-to-market road system in municipalities, parks, and
institutions.

The farm-to-market road system shall be a continuous interconnected system and
provision shall be made for continuity by the designation of extensions within municipalities,
state parks, state institutions, other state lands, and county parks and conservation areas.
The mileage of such extensions of the system shall be included in the total mileage of the
farm-to-market road system.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.5]

98 Acts, ch 1075, §2

306.6 Farm-to-market review board.

1. A farm-to-market review board is created. Members shall be appointed by the Iowa
county engineers association. This board shall select a chairperson from among its members
by majority vote of the total membership.

2. The farm-to-market review board shall review any and all farm-to-market system
modification proposals. The farm-to-market review board shall make final administrative
determinations based on sound farm-to-market road system designation principles for all
modifications relative to the farm-to-market road system.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.6; 81 Acts, ch 97, §1]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §2034; 87 Acts, ch 43, §6; 90 Acts, ch 1223, §25; 95 Acts, ch 3, §1; 98 Acts,
ch 1075, §3

306.6A Farm-to-market road system modifications.
1. Modifications to the existing farm-to-market road system and designation of
farm-to-market routes on new alignment shall be accomplished in accordance with
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procedural rules adopted by the farm-to-market review board, subject to the following
procedures:

a. Counties shall initiate system modifications by submitting a resolution from the board
of supervisors to the department.

b. The department shall submit the resolution to the farm-to-market review board and
provide additional material as requested by the board.

c. Upon receipt of a county’s resolution requesting a farm-to-market system modification,
the farm-to-market review board shall review the proposed system modification and shall
consider, but not be limited to consideration of, the following factors:

(1) Intracounty and intercounty continuity of systems.

(2) Properly integrated systems.

(3) Existing and potential traffic.

(4) Land use.

(5) Location.

(6) Equitable distribution of farm-to-market mileage among the counties.

2. Upon completion of the review process, the farm-to-market review board may do any
of the following:

a. Approve the requested modifications to the farm-to-market road system and submit the
modifications to the department for processing.

b. Deny the requested modifications.

c. Request additional information for further review.

98 Acts, ch 1075, §4

306.7 Functions changed or new roads added. Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1075, §17.

306.8 Transfer of jurisdiction.

1. Prior to a change in jurisdiction of a road or street, the unit of government having
jurisdiction shall either place the road or street and any structures on the road or street in
good repair or provide for the transfer of money to the appropriate jurisdiction in an amount
sufficient for the repairs to the road or street and any structures on the road or street.

2. Transfers of the jurisdiction and control of roads and streets may take place if
agreements are entered into between the jurisdictions of government involved in the transfer
of such roads and streets.

[C71, §306.8; C73, 75, 77, §306.8, 313.2; C79, 81, §306.8]

98 Acts, ch 1075, §5; 2018 Acts, ch 1041, §127
Referred to in §306.8A

306.8A Transfer of roads identified in report.

1. The department shall maintain on file the transfer of jurisdiction report compiled by
the ad hoc road use tax fund committee. Such report identifies primary roads for transfer to
local jurisdictions.

2. The jurisdiction and control of only those primary roads identified in the transfer of
jurisdiction report that are also classified by the department as local service roads shall be
transferred from the state to the appropriate county or city effective July 1, 2003. Such
transfers are not subject to the terms and conditions provided in section 306.8.

2003 Acts, ch 144, §3

Referred to in §306.4, 307.22

306.9 Diagonal roads — restoring and improving existing roads.

1. It is the policy of the state of Iowa that relocation of primary highways through
cultivated land shall be avoided to the maximum extent possible. When the volume of traffic
for which the road is designed or other conditions, including designation as part of the
network of commercial and industrial highways, require relocation, diagonal routes shall
be avoided if feasible and prudent alternatives consistent with efficient movement of traffic
exist.

2. The improvement of two-lane roads shall utilize the existing right-of-way unless
alignment or other conditions, including designation as part of the network of commercial
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and industrial highways, make changes imperative, and when a two-lane road is expanded
to a four-lane road, the normal procedure shall be that the additional right-of-way be
contiguous to the existing right-of-way unless relocated for compelling reasons, including
the need to provide efficient movement of traffic on the network of commercial and industrial
highways. This policy does not apply to a highway project for which the corridor has been
approved by the state department of transportation and the corridor has been finalized by
September 1, 1977.

3. [Itis the policy of the state of Iowa that in constructing primary highways designed with
four-lane divided roadways, access controls shall be limited to the minimum level necessary,
as determined by the department, to ensure the safe and efficient movement of traffic or to
comply with federal aid requirements.

4. Unless otherwise required by the federal law or regulation, it is also the policy of this
state that road use tax fund moneys shall be used to rehabilitate or reconstruct existing roads,
streets, and bridges using substantially existing right-of-way. This subsection does not apply
where additional right-of-way is needed for the construction or completion of designated
interstate or city routes and highway bypasses or highways designated as part of the network
of commercial and industrial highways.

[C79, 81, §306.9; 81 Acts 2d Ex, ch 2, §1]

83 Acts, ch 198, §14; 89 Acts, ch 134, §2; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §6; 2017 Acts, ch 54, §45

306.10 Power to establish, alter, or vacate.

In the construction, improvement, operation or maintenance of any highway, or highway
system, the agency which has control and jurisdiction over such highway or highway system,
shall have power, on its own motion, to alter or vacate and close any such highway or railroad
crossing thereon, and to establish new highways or railroad crossing thereon which are or
are intended to become a part of the highway system over which said agency has jurisdiction
and control.

[C73, §937, 954; C97, §1496, 1509; S13, §1509; C24, §4577, 4593, 4732; C27, 31, §4577, 4593,
4755-b27, 4755-d2; C35, §4577, 4593, 4631-el, 4755-b27, 4755-d2; C39, §4577, 4593, 4631.1,
4755.23, 4755.37; C46, 50, §306.18, 306.34, 308.2, 313.25, 313.46; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.4; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.10]

306.11 Hearing — place — date.

In proceeding to the vacation and closing of a road, part thereof, or railroad crossing, the
agency in control of the road, or road system, shall fix a date for a hearing on the vacation and
closing in the county where the road, or part thereof, or crossing, is located, and if located in
more than one county, then in a county in which any part of the road or crossing is located.
If the road to be vacated or changed is a secondary road located in more than one county,
the boards of supervisors of the counties, acting jointly, shall fix a date for a hearing on the
vacation or change in either or any of the counties where the road, or part thereof, is located.
If the proposed vacation is of part of a road right-of-way held by easement and will not change
the existing traveled portion of the road or deny access to the road by adjoining landowners,
a hearing is not required.

[C31, 35, §4755-d2, 4755-d3; C39, §4755.37, 4755.38; C46, 50, §313.46, 313.47; C54, 58, 62,
66, §306.5; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.11]

2000 Acts, ch 1074, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1232, §65
Referred to in §306.12, 306.13, 306A.6

306.12 Notice — service.

Notice of the hearing under section 306.11 shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county or counties where the road is located, not less than four nor more
than twenty days prior to the date of hearing. The agency which is holding the hearing shall
notify all adjoining property owners, all utility companies whose facilities adjoin the road
right-of-way or are on the road right-of-way, and the department, boards of supervisors, or
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agency in control of affected state lands, of the time and place of the hearing, by certified
mail.

[SS15, §1527-r7; C24, 27, §4621; C31, 35, §4621, 4755-d4; C39, §4621, 4755.39; C46, 50,
§306.62, 313.48; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.6; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.12]

92 Acts, ch 1049, §1; 94 Acts, ch 1013, §1; 95 Acts, ch 54, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1074, §2
Referred to in §306A.6

306.13 Notice — requirements.

The notice of the hearing under section 306.11 shall state the time and place of such hearing,
the location of the particular road, or part thereof, or crossing, the vacation and closing of
which is to be considered, and such other data as may be deemed pertinent.

[C31, 35, §4755-d5; C39, §4755.40; C46, 50, §313.49; Cb54, 58, 62, 66, §306.7; C71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §306.13]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §131

Referred to in §306A.6

306.14 Objections — claims for damages.

The department, the board of supervisors, or the agency in control of affected state lands
and any interested person, may appear and be heard at the hearing. Any person owning
land abutting on a road proposed to be vacated and closed, shall have the right to file, in
writing, a claim for damages at any time on or before the date fixed for hearing. However,
for purposes of this chapter, if an occupied homestead is not located on the abutting land and
if the vacating and closing of the road will not landlock the abutting land, a person shall not
have a right to claim damages.

[C31, 35, §4755-d6; C39, §4755.41; C46, 50, §313.50; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.8; C71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §306.14]

94 Acts, ch 1013, §2
Referred to in §306A.6

306.15 Purchase and sale of property.

If as to any one or more properties affected by the proposed vacation and closing of a
secondary road, it appears to the board of supervisors to be in the interest of economy or
public welfare, the board may purchase or condemn, by proceeding as this chapter provides,
the entire properties, and make payment for them. After the road has been vacated and closed
the board shall sell the properties at the best attainable price.

[C31, 35, §4755-d7; C39, §4755.42; C46, 50, §313.51; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.9; C71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §306.15]

83 Acts, ch 123, §107, 209
Referred to in §306A.6, 331.429

306.16 Final order.

After the hearing, the agency which instituted the proceedings and conducted the hearing
shall enter an order either dismissing the proceedings, or vacating and closing the road, part
thereof, or crossing, in which event it shall determine and state in the order the amount of
the damages allowed to each claimant. The order thus entered shall be final except as to the
amount of the damages unless the order is rescinded as provided in section 306.17. A copy
of the order shall be filed with the county auditor of the county or counties in which the road,
part thereof, or crossing, is located and with the department and the agency in control of any
affected state land.

[C31, 35, §4755-d7; C39, §4755.42; C46, 50, §313.51; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.10; C71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §306.16]

Referred to in §306A.6

306.17 Appeal.

Notwithstanding the terms of the Iowa administrative procedure Act, chapter 17A, any
claimant for damages may, by serving, within twenty days after the order has been issued,
a written notice upon the agency which instituted and conducted the proceedings, appeal as
to the amount of damages, to the district court of the county in which the land is located, in



$306.17, ESTABLISHMENT, ALTERATION, AND VACATION OF HIGHWAYS IV-8

the manner and form prescribed in chapter 6B with reference to appeals from condemnation,
and the proceedings shall thereafter conform to the applicable provisions of that chapter. If,
in the opinion of the agency, the damages as finally determined on appeal are excessive, the
agency may rescind its order vacating and closing the road, part thereof, or crossing, and the
right-of-way shall remain under the jurisdiction of the agency. If the order is rescinded at any
time after an appeal is taken, the agency shall pay reasonable attorney fees incurred by the
claimant as taxed by the court.

[R60, §873; C73, §959; C97, §1513; C24, 27, §4597; C31, 35, §4597, 4755-d8; C39, §4597,
4755.43; C46, 50, §306.38, 313.52; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.11; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.17]

2003 Acts, ch 44, §114
Referred to in §306.16, 306A.6

306.18 Establishment.

In the establishment of any road, the agency in control of such road or road system need
not cause a hearing to be held thereon or notice to be published thereof, but may do so.

[C51, §535, 536; R60, §840, 841; C73, §934; C97, §1493; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4573; C46, 50,
§306.14; Cb54, 58, 62, 66, §306.12; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.18]

306.19 Right-of-way — access — notice.

1. In the maintenance, relocation, establishment, or improvement of any road, including
the extension of such road within cities, the agency having jurisdiction and control of
such road shall have authority to purchase or to institute and maintain proceedings for
the condemnation of the necessary right-of-way therefor. Such agency shall likewise have
power to purchase or institute and maintain proceedings for the condemnation of land
necessary for highway drainage, or land containing gravel or other suitable material for the
improvement or maintenance of highways, together with the necessary road access or right
of access thereto.

2. Whenever the agency condemns or purchases property access rights or alters by
lengthening any existing driveway to a road from abutting property, except during the time
required for construction and maintenance of the road or highway, the agency shall:

a. Compensate the owner for any diminution in the market value of the property by the
denial or alteration by lengthening the driveway. In computing the diminution in value,
no consideration shall be given to the additional maintenance expense for maintaining
the additional length of driveway, but in lieu thereof, both in condemnation proceedings
or negotiated purchases, the agency shall pay to the owner the sum of twenty dollars for
every lineal foot of additional length of driveway located on the owner’s property. This
payment shall represent just compensation to the property owner for the additional driveway
maintenance caused by reason of the highway or road project.

b. If in the opinion of the agency it would be more economical to purchase the entire tract
of the property owner than to provide and pay the maintenance expense required under the
provisions of this section, proceed with the acquisition of the entire tract of land; or

c. If mutually agreeable, move buildings from an existing location to a location requiring
an equal or lesser length of driveway and provide an adequate driveway to a public road.

3. None of the foregoing requirements shall prohibit the property owner and the
agency from entering into a mutually acceptable agreement for the replacement,
relocation, construction, or maintenance of any alternate driveway on the owner’s property.
Compensation for any property rights taken in the establishment of any alternative
temporary or permanent access shall be paid as in any other purchase or condemnation of
property.

4. Proceedings for the condemnation of land for any highway shall be under the
provisions of chapter 6A and chapter 6B. Provided that, in the condemnation of right-of-way
for secondary roads that is contiguous to existing road right-of-way for the maintenance,
safety improvement, or upgrade of the existing secondary road, the board of supervisors
may proceed as provided in sections 306.28 through 306.37.

5. a. The department may notify a city or county that a road under the jurisdiction or
control of the department will be established, improved, relocated, or maintained and that
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the department may need to acquire additional right-of-way or property rights within an
area described by the department. The notice shall include a depiction of the area on a map
provided by the city, county, or the department. This notice shall be valid for a period of three
years from the date of notification to the city or county and may be refiled by the department
every three years. Within seven days of filing the notice, the department shall publish in
a newspaper of public record a description and map of the area and a description of the
potential restrictions applied to the city or county with respect to the granting of building
permits, approving of subdivision plats, or zoning changes within the area.

b. The city or county shall notify the department of an application for a building permit
for construction valued at twenty-five thousand dollars or more, of the submission of a
subdivision plat, or of a proposed zoning change within the area at least thirty days prior
to granting the proposed building permit, approving the subdivision plat, or changing the
zoning.

c. If the department, within the thirty-day period, notifies the city or county that the
department is proceeding to acquire all or part of the property or property rights affecting
the area, the city or county shall not issue the building permit, approve the subdivision plat,
or change the zoning. The department may apply to the city or county for an extension of
the thirty-day period. After a public hearing on the matter, the city or county may grant an
additional sixty-day extension of the period.

d. The department shall begin the process of acquiring property or property rights from
affected persons within ten days of the department’s written notification of intent to the city
or county.

6. If the agency determines that it is necessary to relocate a utility facility, the agency
shall have the authority to institute and maintain proceedings on behalf of the owner of
the utility facility for the condemnation of replacement property rights. The replacement
property rights shall be equal in substance to the existing rights of the owner of the utility
facility, except that the replacement property rights shall be for a width and location deemed
appropriate and necessary for the needs of the owner of the utility facility, as determined by
the agency and the owner of the facility. The replacement property rights of the owner of the
utility facility shall be subordinate to the rights of the agency only to the extent necessary
for the construction and maintenance of the designated road. Within a reasonable time
after completion of the relocation, all previously owned property rights of the owner of the
utility facility no longer required for operation and maintenance of the utility facility shall
be released or conveyed to the appropriate parties. The authority of the agency under this
subsection may only be exercised upon execution of a relocation agreement between the
agency and the owner of the utility facility. For purposes of this subsection, “utility facility”
means an electric, gas, water, steam power, or materials transmission or distribution system;
a transportation system; a communications system, including cable television; and fixtures,
equipment, or other property associated with the operation, maintenance, or repair of the
system. A utility facility may be publicly, privately, or cooperatively owned.

7. For the purposes of this section, the term “driveway” shall mean a way of ingress and
egress located entirely on private property, consisting of a lane or passageway leading from
a residence to a public roadway or highway.

[C24, §4732; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b27; C39, §4658, 4683.23, 4755.23; C46, 50, §309.64, 310.23,
313.25; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.13; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.19]

91 Acts, ch 114, §1; 94 Acts, ch 1030, §1; 95 Acts, ch 135, §2; 96 Acts, ch 1126, §1; 99 Acts,

ch 171, §26, 27, 42; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §1; 2021 Acts, ch 80, §157
Referred to in §309.57, 331.304

306.20 Cemeteries.

No road shall be established through any cemetery or burying ground without the consent
of all the parties affected by the same.

[C51, §525; R60, §830; C73, §925; C97, §1487; SS15, §1527-r4; C24, §4566, 4732; C27, 31,
35, §4566, 4755-b27; C39, §4566, 4755.23; C46, 50, §306.7, 313.25; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.14;
C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.20]
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306.21 Plans, plats and field notes filed.

All road plans, plats and field notes and true and accurate diagrams of water, sewage and
electric power lines for rural subdivisions shall be filed with and approved by the board of
supervisors and the county engineer before the subdivision is laid out or recorded. Such
plans shall be clearly designated as “completed”, “partially completed” or “proposed” with a
statement of the portion completed and the expected date of full completion. If such road
plans are not approved as provided in this section such roads shall not become the part of
any road system as defined in this chapter.

[C51, §533, 550; R60, §838, 855; C73, §933, 949; C97, §1492, 1504; C24, 27, §4571, 4589;
C31, 35, §4571, 4589, 4755-cl; C39, §4571, 4589, 4619, 4686.24, 4755.24; C46, 50, §306.12,
306.30, 306.60, 310.24, 313.26; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.15; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.21]

90 Acts, ch 1236, §43
Referred to in §331.502, 543C.1, 714.16

306.22 Sale of unused right-of-way.

1. When title to any tract of land has been or may be acquired for the construction or
improvement of any highway, and when in the judgment of the agency in control of the
highway, the tract will not be used in connection with or for the improvement, maintenance,
or use of the highway, the agency in control of the highway may sell the tract for cash.

2. The department may contract for the sale of any tract of land subject to the following
terms and conditions:

a. The discounted present market value of the contract offer, including the cash down
payment, shall exceed one hundred ten percent of the highest cash offer submitted for the
tract if a cash offer is received. The discount rate shall be the rate of interest stated in the
contract.

b. The cash down payment shall be equal to or in excess of five percent of the total
purchase price.

c. The term of the contract shall not exceed ten years.

d. The rate of interest stated in the contract shall not be less than the prevailing rate of
interest charged on contract land sales by sellers in the county or general area in which the
tract of land is located.

e. The department shall advertise for cash bids and contract offers before accepting a
contract offer.

f. The appraised value of property sold under a land contract sale shall be at least five
thousand dollars.

g. Any tract of land sold on contract shall be listed on the tax rolls by and taxed to the
contract purchaser, as provided in chapters 428 and 443; assessed and valued as provided in
chapter 441; taxes levied as provided in chapter 444; collected as provided in chapter 445;
and subject to tax sale, redemption, and apportionment of taxes as provided in chapters 446
through 449. The contract purchaser shall discharge and pay all taxes.

3. If any tract of land is sold, the sale shall be subject to the right of a utility association,
company, or corporation to continue in possession of a right-of-way in use at the time of the
sale.

[C35, §4755-f1; C39, §4755.44; C46, 50, §313.53; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.16; C71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §306.22]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1987; 92 Acts, ch 1163, §71; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2021 Acts, ch 80,
§158

Referred to in §306.42

306.23 Notice — preference of sale.

1. The agency in control of a tract, parcel, or piece of land, or part thereof, which is unused
right-of-way shall send by certified mail to the last known address of the present owner
of adjacent land from which the tract, parcel, piece of land, or part thereof, was originally
purchased or condemned for highway purposes, and to the person who owned the land at
the time it was purchased or condemned for highway purposes, notice of the agency’s intent
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to sell the land, the name and address of any other person to whom a notice was sent, and the
fair market value of the real property based upon an appraisal by an independent appraiser.

2. The notice shall give an opportunity to the present owner of adjacent property and
to the person who owned the land at the time it was purchased or condemned for highway
purposes to be heard and make offers within sixty days of the date the notice is mailed for
the tract, parcel, or piece of land to be sold. An offer which equals or exceeds in amount
any other offer received and which equals or exceeds the fair market value of the property
shall be given preference by the agency in control of the land. If no offers are received within
sixty days or if no offer equals or exceeds the fair market value of the land, the agency shall
transfer the land for a public purpose or proceed with the sale of the property.

3. For the purposes of this section, “public purpose” means the transfer to a state agency
or a city, county, or other political subdivision for a public purpose.

[C35, §4755-f2; C39, §4755.45; C46, 50, §313.54; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.17; C71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §306.23; 81 Acts, ch 98, §1; 82 Acts, ch 1104, §7]

87 Acts, ch 35, §1; 97 Acts, ch 149, §2, 3
Referred to in §331.361

306.24 Conditions.

Any sale of land as authorized in this chapter shall be upon the conditions that the tract,
parcel, or piece of land so sold shall not be used in any manner so as to interfere with the use
of the highway by the public, or to endanger public safety in the use of the highway, or to the
material damage of the adjacent owner.

[C35, §4755-f3; C39, §4755.46; C46, 50, §313.55; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.18; C71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §306.24]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §132

306.25 Execution of conveyance.

If a sale of land in connection with a primary road, state park road, or institutional road has
been authorized as provided in this chapter, written conveyances containing the conditions as
prescribed by the controlling state agency shall be made in the name of the state and signed by
the governor and secretary of state, with the great seal of the state of Iowa attached. If a sale
of land in connection with a secondary road has been authorized by the board of supervisors
as provided in this chapter, written conveyances containing the provisions prescribed by the
board of supervisors shall be made in the name of the county and signed by the chairperson
of the board of supervisors and the county auditor.

[C35, §4755-f4; C39, §4755.47; C46, 50, §313.56; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.19; C71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §306.25]

92 Acts, ch 1163, §72

Referred to in §331.502

306.26 Payment of damages and right-of-way cost — proceeds of sale.

Damages allowed on account of the vacation of any highway and costs incident thereto,
right-of-way or land purchased or condemned for or on account of any highway and costs
incident thereto, and the funds received from the sale or rental of any highway right-of-way
or land, shall be paid from or credited to, as the case may be, the road fund or funds applicable
to said highway or highway system.

[C51, §546; R60, §851; C73, §946; C97, §1501; C24, 27, §4586; C31, 35, §4586, 4755-d8, -f5;
C39, §4586, 4755.43, 4755.48; C46, 50, §306.27, 313.52, 313.57; CbH4, 58, 62, 66, §306.20; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.26]
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SUBCHAPTER II
CHANGES IN ROADS, STREAMS, OR DRY RUNS

306.27 Changes for safety, economy, and utility.

The state department of transportation as to primary roads and the boards of supervisors
as to secondary roads on their own motion may change the course of any part of any road
or stream, watercourse, or dry run and may pond water in order to avoid the construction
and maintenance of bridges, or to avoid grades, or railroad crossings, or to straighten a
road, or to cut off dangerous corners, turns, or intersections on the highway, or to widen
a road above statutory width, or for the purpose of preventing the encroachment of a stream,
watercourse, or dry run upon the highway. The department and the board of supervisors
shall conduct their proceedings in the manner and form prescribed in chapter 6B, except
that the board of supervisors may use the form prescribed in sections 306.28 through 306.37
for the condemnation of right-of-way that is contiguous to existing road right-of-way and
necessary for the maintenance, safety improvement, or upgrade of the existing secondary
road. Changes are subject to chapter 455B and chapter 459, subchapters II and III.

[C97, §427; SS15, §1527-r1; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4607; C46, 50, §306.48; C54, 58, 62, 66,
§306.21; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.27]

83 Acts, ch 101, §66; 87 Acts, ch 61, §1; 99 Acts, ch 171, §28, 42; 2021 Acts, ch 80, §159
Referred to in §331.304

306.28 Appraisers.

If the board of supervisors is unable, by agreement with the owner, to acquire the necessary
right-of-way to effect such change, a compensation commission shall be selected pursuant to
section 6B.4, to appraise the damages consequent on the taking of the right-of-way.

[SS15, §1527-r1, -r2; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4610; C46, 50, §306.51; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.22;
C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.28]

99 Acts, ch 171, §29, 42; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §57
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304
Section amended

306.29 Notice.

The county auditor shall cause the following notice to be served on the individual owner of
each tract or parcel of land to be taken for such right-of-way, as shown by the transfer books
in the office of such county auditor, and upon each person owning or holding a mortgage, or
lease, upon such land as shown by the county records, and upon the actual occupant of such
land if other than the owner thereof:

To whom it may concern: Notice is given that the board of
supervisors of ............ccceeene county, Iowa, propose to condemn
for road purposes the following described real estate in said
county: (Here describe the right-of-way, and the tract or tracts
from which such right-of-way will be taken.) The damages
caused by said condemnation will be assessed by a compensation
commission appointed as provided by law for the purpose of
appraising the damages. All parties interested are further notified
that the compensation commission will, when duly appointed,
proceed to appraise the damages, will report the appraisement to
the board of supervisors and that the board will pass thereon as
provided by law, and that at all such times and places you may
be present. You are further notified that at the hearing before the
supervisors you may file objections to the use of the land for road
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purposes and that all such objections not so made will be deemed
waived.

County Auditor.

[SS15, §1527-r2, -r3, -r6; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4611; C46, 50, §306.52; C54, 58, 62, 66,
§306.23; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.29]

99 Acts, ch 171, §30, 42
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304, 331.502

306.30 Service of notice.

1. Owners, occupants, and mortgagees of record who are residents of the county shall be
personally served in the manner in which and for the time original notices in the district court
are required to be served.

2. Owners and mortgagees of record who do not reside in the county and owners and
mortgagees of record who do reside in the county when the officer returns that they cannot
be found in the county, shall be served by publishing the notice as provided in section 331.305
and also by mailing by certified mail a copy of the notice to the owner and mortgagee of
record addressed to the owner’s and mortgagee of record’s last known address, and the
county auditor shall furnish to the board of supervisors the county auditor’s affidavit that
the notice has been sent, which affidavit shall be conclusive evidence of the mailing of the
notice.

3. Personal service outside the county but within the state shall take the place of service
by publication.

4. No service need be had on one who has exercised the right to select an appraiser.

[SS15, §1527-r2, -r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4612; C46, 50, §306.53; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.24;
C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.30]

87 Acts, ch 43, §7; 2017 Acts, ch 54, §76
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304, 331.502
Time and manner of service, R.C.P. 1.302 - 1.315

306.31 Assessment.

The appraisers shall forthwith proceed to the assessment of damages and shall make
written report of the damages to the board of supervisors.

[SS15, §1527-r2; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4613; C46, 50, §306.54; Cb54, 58, 62, 66, §306.25; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.31]

99 Acts, ch 171, §31, 42
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304

306.32 Hearing — adjournment.

The board of supervisors shall proceed to a hearing on the objections or assessment of
damages of any owner, mortgagee of record, and the actual occupant of such land if any of
whom it has acquired jurisdiction, or if there are owners, mortgagee of record, and the actual
occupant of such land if any over whom jurisdiction has not been acquired, the board may
adjourn such hearing until a date when jurisdiction will be complete as to all owners.

[SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4614; C46, 50, §306.55; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.26; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.32]

2023 Acts, ch 66, §58
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304
Section amended

306.33 Hearing on objections.
The board of supervisors shall, at the final hearing, first pass on the objections to the
proposed change. If objections are sustained, the proceedings shall be dismissed unless
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the board finds that the objections may be avoided by a change of plans, and to this end an
adjournment may be ordered, if necessary, in order to secure service on additional parties.
[SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4615; C46, 50, §306.56; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.27; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.33]
2023 Acts, ch 66, §59

Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304
Section amended

306.34 Hearing on claims for damages.

When objections to the proposed change are overruled, the board of supervisors shall
proceed to determine the damages to be awarded to each claimant. If the damages finally
awarded are, in the opinion of the board, excessive, the proceedings shall be dismissed; if
not excessive, the board may, by proper order, establish such proposed change.

[SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4616; C46, 50, §306.57; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.28; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.34]

2023 Acts, ch 66, §60

Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304
Section amended

306.35 Appeals.

Claimants for damages may appeal to the district court from the award of damages in the
manner and time for taking appeals from the orders establishing highways generally.

[C97, §428; SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4617; C46, 50, §306.58; C54, 58, 62, 66,

§306.29; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.35]
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304

306.36 Damages on appeal — rescission of order.

If, in the opinion of the board of supervisors, the damages as finally determined on appeal
are excessive, the board may rescind its order establishing such change.

[SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4618; C46, 50, §306.59; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.30; C71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.36]

2023 Acts, ch 66, §61

Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304
Section amended

306.37 Tender of damages.

No appeal from an award of damages shall delay the prosecution of the work when the
amount of the award is tendered in writing to the claimant and such tender is kept good.
An order to the auditor to issue warrants to claimants for damages shall constitute a valid
tender, if funds are available to promptly meet such warrants. Acceptance of the amount of
such tender bars an appeal. Should possession of the condemned premises be taken pending
appeal and the final award be not paid, the county shall be liable for all damages caused
during such possession.

[SS15, §1527-r3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4620; C46, 50, §306.61; C54, 58, 62, 66, §306.31; C71,

73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.37]
Referred to in §306.19, 306.27, 331.304, 331.502

SUBCHAPTER III
GENERAL PROVISIONS

306.38 Rental of acquired property pending use.

In the event that land acquired for improvement of any highway is not immediately needed
for such improvement, the agency in control of said highway may rent such land or buildings
thereon to responsible persons for a cash rental consistent with the fair market value of
similar property. The said agency may employ a local real estate firm for management and
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collection of rentals or may do so directly through its own personnel. The commission or
service charge of such real estate company shall be paid out of such rentals.
[C62, 66, §306.32; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.38]

306.39 Flooding highways — federal water resources projects.

The agency which has control and jurisdiction over any highway or highway system which
may be affected by a federal water resources project may grant, sell, exchange, or convey to
the United States of America, the perpetual right, power, privilege and easement to overflow,
flood, and submerge all of the portion of easements for highway purposes under the control
and jurisdiction of such agency.

[C66, §306.33; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.39]

Referred to in §306.40

306.40 Easements conveyed.

If an easement authorized under section 306.39 is conveyed in connection with a primary
road, state park road, or institutional road, written conveyances containing the conditions as
prescribed by the controlling state agency shall be made in the name of the state and signed
by the governor and secretary of state, with the seal of the state of Iowa attached. If the
easement is conveyed in connection with a secondary road, written conveyances containing
the provisions prescribed by the board of supervisors shall be made in the name of the county
and signed by the chairperson of the board and the county auditor.

[C66, §306.34; CT71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.40]

92 Acts, ch 1163, §73

Referred to in §331.502

306.41 Temporary closing for construction.

1. The agency having jurisdiction and control over any highway in the state, or the chief
engineer of the agency when delegated by such agency, may temporarily close sections of a
highway by formal resolution entered upon the minutes of such agency when reasonably
necessary because of construction, reconstruction, maintenance or natural disaster and
shall cause to be erected “road closed” signs and partial or total barricades in the roadway
at each end of the closed highway section and on the closed highway where that highway
is intersected by other highways if such intersection remains open. Any numbered road
closed for over forty-eight hours shall have a designated detour route. The agency having
jurisdiction over a section of highway closed in accordance with the provisions of this
section, or the persons or contractors employed to carry out the construction, reconstruction,
or maintenance of the closed section of highway, shall not be liable for any damages to any
vehicle that enters the closed section of highway or the contents of such vehicle or for any
injuries to any person that enters the closed section of highway, unless the damages are
caused by gross negligence of the agency or contractor.

2. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or deny any person from gaining
lawful access to the person’s property or residence, nor shall it change or limit liability to
such persons.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306.41]

2018 Acts, ch 1041, §76
Referred to in §3211.10

306.42 Transfer of rights-of-way.

1. This section is intended to vest all documents of title in road right-of-way in the
jurisdiction responsible for the road. This section establishes a simple method to transfer
road rights-of-way by quitclaim deed and to authorize the use of available descriptions, plats,
maps or engineering drawings to effect such transfers and to provide an orderly method by
which such transfers may be filed, indexed and recorded.

2. The department shall transfer by quitclaim deed to the county or to the city having
jurisdiction over a road, all of the state’s legal or equitable title and interest in right-of-way
for the road or street and may transfer any adjacent unused right-of-way or land in excess of
that needed as right-of-way. The deed shall be executed by the director of the department.
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However, if the department owns any adjacent unused right-of-way in excess of that needed
as right-of-way which is located outside the incorporated limits of a city and is suitable for
purposes specified in section 350.4, subsection 2, the department may, at the request of the
county and the county conservation board, transfer the property by quitclaim deed to the
county for the use and benefit of the county conservation board.

3. The county or the city shall transfer by quitclaim deed to the state department of
transportation when having jurisdiction over a road, all of the county’s or the city’s legal
or equitable title and interest in rights-of-way for the road and may transfer any adjacent
unused right-of-way or land in excess of that needed as right-of-way. The deed shall be
executed by the chairperson of the board of supervisors by order of the board for county
roads and by the mayor or city manager by order of the city council for city streets.

4. Transfers under this section shall be subject to the right of a utility, association,
company or corporation to continue in possession of a right-of-way in use at the time of
the transfer. Transfers shall be subject to rights of ingress and egress whether excepted,
reserved or granted by the transferring authority to land or to owners of land adjacent to
the right-of-way. Transfers shall include an index of parcels transferred by the character
of the instrument or proceeding, the grantor and grantee, and date of the last instrument
or proceeding acquiring rights to each parcel. Transfers shall locate the right-of-way by
quarter-quarter section, township and range or if so acquired, by lot, block and subdivision.
The transferring jurisdiction shall transmit to the receiving jurisdiction all available original
documents of title or a certified true copy if the right-of-way was acquired by condemnation
or the original deed is lost. Transfers shall be recorded and indexed in the county in which
the land is located.

5. Notwithstanding chapter 542B and sections 6A.20, 306.22, 354.13, 354.15, and 364.7,
legal descriptions, plats, maps, or engineering drawings used to describe transfers of
right-of-way shall, where available, be descriptions, plats, maps, or engineering drawings
of record and shall be incorporated by reference to the title instrument or proceedings. If
a part but not all of the land acquired by a single conveyance or condemnation is being
transferred, the description of that part to be transferred shall be abstracted from the present
legal description, plat, map, or engineering drawing of record.

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Code, for transfers of roads and streets
made after May 1, 1987, neither the transferring jurisdiction or the receiving jurisdiction
shall be held liable for any claim or damage for any act or omission relating to the design,
construction, or maintenance of the road or street that occurred prior to the effective date of
the transfer. This subsection shall apply to all transfers pursuant to this chapter or section
313.2.

[C79, 81, S81, §306.42; 81 Acts, ch 99, §1, ch 117, §1044]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1902; 87 Acts, ch 232, §18; 90 Acts, ch 1236, §44; 2019 Acts, ch 59, §85

306.43 Jurisdictional transfer limits. Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1075, §17.
306.44 Study of road systems. Repealed by 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §186.

306.45 Easements on highway rights-of-way.

The department may grant easements across land under its jurisdiction if the department
determines that the easement will not adversely affect the construction and maintenance of
the highway system. Written conveyances containing any easement conditions prescribed by
the department shall be made in the name of the state and signed by the governor and the
secretary of state, with the seal of the state of Iowa affixed.

98 Acts, ch 1075, §18

306.46 Public utility facilities — public road rights-of-way.

1. A public utility may construct, operate, repair, or maintain its utility facilities within a
public road right-of-way. The location of new utility facilities shall comply with section 318.9.
A utility facility shall not be constructed or installed in a manner that causes interference with
public use of the road.
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2. For purposes of this section, “public utility” means a public utility as defined in section
476.1, and shall also include waterworks, municipally owned waterworks, joint water
utilities, rural water districts incorporated under chapter 357A or chapter 504, cooperative
water associations, and electric transmission owners as defined in section 476.27 primarily
providing service to public utilities as defined in section 476.1. For the purposes of this
section, “utility facilities” means any cables, conduits, wire, pipe, casing pipe, supporting
poles, guys, and other material and equipment utilized for the furnishing of electric, gas,
communications, water, or sewer service.

3. This section shall not impair or interfere with a city’s authority to grant, amend, extend,
or renew a franchise as provided in section 364.2, and shall not impair or interfere with a city’s
existing general police powers to control the use of its right-of-way.

2004 Acts, ch 1014, §1, 2; 2004 Acts, ch 1049, §191; 2004 Acts, ch 1175, §332, 346; 2005
Acts, ch 3, §61; 2006 Acts, ch 1097, §14; 2016 Acts, ch 1006, §1

Referred to in §8C.7A

306.47 Utility facilities relocation policy.

1. It is the policy of the general assembly that a proactive, cooperative coordination
between the department, local governments, private and public utility companies, and other
affected parties is the most effective way to minimize costs, eliminate the need for utilities to
relocate facilities, limit disruption of utility services related to federal, state, or local highway
construction projects, and limit the potential need for relocation of utility facilities.

2. All potentially affected parties shall be invited to participate in development meetings
at the design phase of a highway construction project to review plans, understand goals
and objectives of the proposed project, and discuss options that would limit the impact of
the construction on utility facilities and thereby minimize or even eliminate costs associated
with utility facility relocation. All jurisdictions and other interested parties shall cooperate
to discuss strategies and policies to utilize the Iowa one call system in the development of a
highway construction project. Failure of the affected parties to respond or participate during
the design phase shall not in any way affect the ability of the federal, state, or local agency
to proceed with design and construction.

2008 Acts, ch 1124, §1

Referred to in §8C.7A
Iowa one call system, see chapter 480

306.48 and 306.49 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER IV
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION IMPACT

306.50 Construction program notice.

The appropriate highway authority shall provide copies of its annual construction program
to the soil and water conservation district commissioners’ office in each county. The soil
and water conservation district commissioners’ office shall review the construction program
submitted by each highway authority to determine those projects which may impact upon
soil erosion and water diversion or retention.

85 Acts, ch 106, §2; 87 Acts, ch 23, §7

306.51 Soil erosion impact.

The soil and water conservation district commissioners shall, within thirty days after
receipt of the construction program, notify the appropriate highway authority of the projects
which will impact upon soil erosion and water drainage and request that the appropriate
highway authority notify them of the date, time, and place for holding the design hearing
on preliminary plans.

85 Acts, ch 106, §3; 87 Acts, ch 23, §8
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306.52 Review of plans.

Upon examining the preliminary plans on a road project, the soil and water conservation
district commissioners may review each road project for which a drainage structure is
required. The soil and water conservation commissioners shall ascertain whether or not
the proposed erosion control or runoff control structure is suitable to reduce the velocity
of runoff, reduce gully erosion, or provide for sedimentation or other improvement that
would enhance soil conservation. The soil and water conservation commissioners shall
also ascertain whether any other aspect of the road construction will affect soil and water
conservation.

85 Acts, ch 106, §4; 87 Acts, ch 23, §9

306.53 Submission of recommendations — contribution to cost.

1. The soil and water conservation district commissioners shall submit their findings and
recommendations to the appropriate highway authority not later than twenty days following
examination of the construction plans.

2. The appropriate highway authority shall respond to the soil and water conservation
district commissioners and indicate its agreement to the suggested installation or its rejection
of the proposal.

3. Where feasible and cost-sharing funds are available, the soil and water conservation
district may contribute in part or in its entirety to any additional cost for the erosion control
structure.

85 Acts, ch 106, §5; 87 Acts, ch 23, §10; 2017 Acts, ch 54, §76

306.54 Reporting.

If the proposal is rejected, the appropriate highway authority shall provide a written
report documenting the reason for the rejection to the soil and water conservation district
commissioners and the state department of transportation. The state department of
transportation shall submit a written report to the general assembly not later than March
1 of each year. The report shall contain only a list of those highway projects where a
disagreement exists between the department and the soil and water conservation district
commissioners and the reasons for rejecting the recommendations of the soil and water
conservation district commissioners. The report shall be filed with the secretary of the
senate and the chief clerk of the house of representatives.

85 Acts, ch 106, §6; 87 Acts, ch 23, §11
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CHAPTER 306A
CONTROLLED-ACCESS HIGHWAYS

Referred to in §307.24

SUBCHAPTER I 306A.6 New and existing facilities —
grade-crossing eliminations.

CONTROLLED-ACCESS FACILITIES AND SERVICE ROADS - -
306A.7 Authority of local units to

306A.1 Declaration of policy. consent.
306A.2 Definition of a controlled-access 306A.8 Local service roads.
facility. 306A.9 Reserved.
306A.3 Authority to establish
controlled-access facilities SUBCHAPTER II
;)llilé;hty accommodation RELOCATION OF UTILITY FACILITIES
306A.4 Design of controlled-access 306A.10 Notice to relocate — costs paid.
facility. 306A.11 What costs included.
306A.5 Acquisition of property and 306A.12 Limitation on reimbursement.
property rights. 306A.13 Definition.

SUBCHAPTER 1
CONTROLLED-ACCESS FACILITIES AND SERVICE ROADS

306A.1 Declaration of policy.

The legislature hereby finds, determines, and declares that this chapter is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, and for the promotion of the
general welfare.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.1]

306A.2 Definition of a controlled-access facility.

For the purposes of this chapter, a controlled-access facility is defined as a highway or
street especially designed for through traffic, and over, from or to which owners or occupants
of abutting land or other persons have no right or easement or only a controlled right or
easement of access, light, air, or view by reason of the fact that their property abuts upon
such controlled-access facility or for any other reason. Such highways or streets may be
freeways open to use by all customary forms of street and highway traffic or they may be
parkways from which trucks, buses, and other commercial vehicles shall be excluded.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.2]

Referred to in §306A.3

306A.3 Authority to establish controlled-access facilities — utility accommodation
policy.

1. Cities and highway authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highways of
the state, as provided by chapter 306, acting alone or in cooperation with each other or with
any federal, state, or local agency or any other state having authority to participate in the
construction and maintenance of highways, are authorized to plan, designate, establish,
regulate, vacate, alter, improve, maintain, and provide controlled-access facilities for public
use if traffic conditions, present or future, will justify special facilities; provided, that within
a city such authority shall be subject to municipal consent as may be provided by law. In
addition to the specific powers granted in this chapter, cities and highway authorities shall
have any additional authority vested in them relative to highways or streets within their
respective jurisdictions. Cities and highway authorities may regulate, restrict, or prohibit
the use of controlled-access facilities by various classes of vehicles or traffic in a manner
consistent with section 306A.2.

2. The state department of transportation shall adopt rules, pursuant to chapter 17A,
embodying a utility accommodation policy which imposes reasonable restrictions on
placements occurring on or after the effective date of the rules, on primary road rights-of-way.
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The rules may require utilities to give notice to the department prior to installation of a utility
system on a primary road right-of-way and obtain prior permission from the department
for the proposed installation. The rules shall recognize emergency situations and the need
for immediate installation of service extensions subject to the standards adopted by the
department and the utilities board. The rules shall be no less stringent than the standards
adopted by the utilities board pursuant to chapters 478, 479, and 479B. This subsection shall
not be construed as granting the department authority which has been expressly granted to
the utilities board to determine the route of utility installations. If the department requires a
utility company permit, the department shall be required to act upon the permit application
within thirty days of its filing. In cases of federal-aid highway projects on nonprimary
highways, the local authority with jurisdiction over the highway and the department shall
comply with all federal regulations and statutes regarding utility accommodation.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.3]

91 Acts, ch 147, §1; 95 Acts, ch 192, §2; 2005 Acts, ch 32, §1; 2006 Acts, ch 1010, §82; 2023

Acts, ch 66, §62
Referred to in §318.8
Subsection 2 amended

306A.4 Design of controlled-access facility.

Cities and highway authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highways of the
state, as provided by chapter 306, are authorized to so design any controlled-access facility
and to so regulate, restrict, or prohibit access as to best serve the traffic for which such facility
is intended. In this connection such cities and highway authorities are authorized to divide
and separate any controlled-access facility into separate roadways by the construction of
raised curbings, central dividing sections, or other physical separations, or by designating
such separate roadways by signs, markers, stripes, and other devices. No person shall have
any right of ingress or egress to, from, or across controlled-access facilities to or from abutting
lands, except at such designated points at which access may be permitted, upon such terms
and conditions as may be specified from time to time.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.4]

306A.5 Acquisition of property and property rights.

1. For the purposes of this chapter, cities and highway authorities having jurisdiction and
control over the highways of the state, as provided by chapter 306, may acquire private or
public property rights for controlled-access facilities and service roads, including rights of
access, air, view, and light, by gift, devise, purchase, or condemnation in the same manner as
such units are authorized by law to acquire such property or property rights in connection
with highways and streets within their respective jurisdictions. All property rights acquired
under this chapter shall be in fee simple. In connection with the acquisition of property or
property rights for a controlled-access facility or portion of, or service road in connection
with a controlled-access facility, the cities and highway authorities, in their discretion, may
acquire an entire lot, block, or tract of land, if by so doing the interests of the public will
be best served, even though the entire lot, block, or tract is not immediately needed for the
right-of-way proper.

2. Access rights to any highway shall not be acquired by any authority having jurisdiction
and control over the highways of this state by adverse possession or prescriptive right. Action
taken by any such authority shall not form the basis for any claim of adverse possession of
or prescriptive right to any access rights by any such authority.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.5]

89 Acts, ch 83, §39; 2018 Acts, ch 1041, §77

306A.6 New and existing facilities — grade-crossing eliminations.

1. Cities and highway authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highways of the
state, as provided by chapter 306, may designate and establish an existing street or highway
as included within a controlled-access facility. The state or any of its subdivisions shall
have authority to provide for the elimination of intersections at grade of controlled-access
facilities with existing state and county roads, and city or village streets, by grade separation
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or service road, or by closing off such roads and streets at the right-of-way boundary line of
such controlled-access facility.

2. The provisions of sections 306.11 through 306.17 shall apply and govern the procedure
for the closing of a road or street and the method of ascertaining damages sustained by
any person as a consequence of the closing, provided, however, that the highway authority
desiring the closing of such road or street shall conduct the hearing and carry out the
procedure therefor and pay any damages, including any allowed on appeal, as a consequence
thereof, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

3. After the establishment of any controlled-access facility, no highway or street which
is not part of said facility shall intersect the same at grade. A city or village street, county
or state highway, or other public way shall not be opened into or connected with any such
controlled-access facility without the consent and previous approval of the highway authority
in the state, county, city, or village having jurisdiction over the controlled-access facility. Such
consent and approval shall be given only if the public interest shall be served thereby.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.6]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §133

306A.7 Authority of local units to consent.

Cities and highway authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highways of
the state, as provided by chapter 306 are authorized to enter into agreements with each
other, or with the federal government, respecting the financing, planning, establishment,
improvement, maintenance, use, regulation, or vacation of controlled-access facilities or
other public ways in their respective jurisdictions, to facilitate the purposes of this chapter.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.7]

306A.8 Local service roads.

In connection with the development of any controlled-access facility cities and highway
authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highways of the state, as provided
by chapter 306, are authorized to plan, designate, establish, use, regulate, alter, improve,
maintain, and vacate local service roads and streets or to designate as local service roads
and streets any existing road or street, and to exercise jurisdiction over service roads in
the same manner as is authorized over controlled-access facilities under the terms of this
chapter, if, in their opinion, such local service roads and streets are necessary or desirable.
Such local service roads or streets shall be of appropriate design, and shall be separated
from the controlled-access facility proper by means of all devices designated as necessary
or desirable by the proper authority.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.8]

306A.9 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER II
RELOCATION OF UTILITY FACILITIES

306A.10 Notice to relocate — costs paid.

Whenever the state department of transportation, a city, or a county determines that
relocation or removal of any utility facility now located in, over, along, or under any highway
or street, is necessitated by the construction of a project on routes of the national system of
interstate and defense highways including extensions within cities or on streets or highways
resulting from interstate substitutions in a qualified metropolitan area under Tit. 23, U.S.C,,
the utility owning or operating the facility shall relocate or remove the facility in accordance
with statutory notice. The costs of relocation or removal, including the costs of installation
in a new location, shall be ascertained by the authority having jurisdiction over the project
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or as determined in condemnation proceedings for such purposes and may be paid from
participating federal aid or other funds.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.10]

83 Acts, ch 198, §15; 2021 Acts, ch 76, §57

306A.11 What costs included.

Cost of relocation or removal shall include the entire amount paid by such utility properly
attributable to such relocation or removal except the cost of land or any rights or interest in
land, after deducting therefrom any increase in the value of the new facility and any salvage
value derived from the old facility.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.11]

306A.12 Limitation on reimbursement.

A reimbursement shall not be made for any relocation or removal of facilities under this
chapter unless funds to be provided by federal aid amount to at least eighty-five percent of
each reimbursement payment.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.12]

83 Acts, ch 198, §16

306A.13 Definition.

The term “utility” includes all privately, publicly, municipally, or cooperatively owned
systems for supplying water, sewer, electric lights, street lights and traffic lights, gas, power,
telegraph, telephone, transit, pipeline, heating plants, railroads, and bridges, or the like
service to the public, or any part of such a system if the system is authorized by law to use
the streets or highways for the location of its facilities.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306A.13]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §56

CHAPTER 306B
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ALONG INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS

Referred to in §306C.10, 306C.11, 306C.13, 306C.15, 306C.18, 306C.24, 306D.4, 307.24, 321.252

306B.1 Definitions. 306B.4 Purchase of existing signs.
306B.2 Advertising prohibited — 306B.5 Removal after notice.
exceptions. 306B.6 Misdemeanor.
306B.3 Rules. Repealed by 2021 Acts, 306B.7 Federal agreements.
ch 39, §15. 306B.8 Funds accepted.

306B.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

1. “Advertising device” means any outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing,
message, placard, poster, billboard, or any other device designed, intended, or used to
advertise or inform, for which remuneration is paid or earned in exchange for its erection,
display, or existence by any person, and which is visible from the traveled portion of any
highway of the interstate system in this state.

2. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

3. “Interstate system” means the system of highways as described in 23 U.S.C. §103(c) or
amendments thereto.

4. “Remuneration” means the exchange of anything of value, including but not limited to
money, securities, real property interests, personal property interests, goods, services, future
consideration, exchange of favor, or forbearance of debt.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.1]

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2011 Acts, ch 25, §25; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §1, 2
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306B.2 Advertising prohibited — exceptions.

An advertising device shall not be erected or maintained within six hundred sixty feet of
the edge of the right-of-way of the interstate system except in areas zoned and used for
commercial or industrial purposes under authority of law, regulation, or ordinance of this
state or a political subdivision of this state. For purposes of this section, “areas zoned and
used for commercial or industrial purposes” means an area zoned for commercial or industrial
purposes in accordance with chapter 414, in the case of city zoning, or in accordance with
chapter 335, in the case of county zoning, in which one or more commercial or industrial
activities, as defined under the city or county zoning ordinance, are located.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.2]

97 Acts, ch 104, §1; 2002 Acts, ch 1070, §1, 2; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §3
Referred to in §306C.10, 306C.13

306B.3 Rules. Repealed by 2021 Acts, ch 39, §15.

306B.4 Purchase of existing signs.

The department shall acquire by purchase, gift, or condemnation all advertising devices
existing on May 21, 1965, which violate the provisions of this chapter or which fail to conform
to rules promulgated by the said department under this chapter and all rights and interests of
all persons in and to such devices; except that in instances involving any authorized device
which fails to conform to rules, the said department shall give notice to the owner of the
device and to the owner of the land on which the device is located and shall give the owner and
landowner time to conform to such rules as provided in section 306B.5 before proceeding as
directed in this section. The provisions of chapters 6A and 6B shall be applicable to any such
condemnation and the said department shall have the right to take immediate possession of
and remove such devices under the procedures of section 6B.25.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.4]

306B.5 Removal after notice.

Any advertising device erected or maintained adjacent to any interstate system after May
21, 1965 in violation of this chapter or the rules promulgated by the department, is a public
nuisance and may be removed by the department upon thirty days’ notice, by certified mail,
to the owner of the advertising device and to the owner of the land on which the advertising
device is located. The notice shall require such owners to remove the advertising device if it
is prohibited or to cause it to conform to this chapter or rules promulgated by the department
if it is not prohibited.

1. If the owner of the advertising device or the landowner fails to act within thirty days
as required in the notice, the advertising device shall be deemed to be forfeited and the
department may enter upon the land and remove the advertising device. Such entry after
notice, shall not be deemed a trespass and the department may be aided by injunction to
abate the nuisance and to insure peaceful entry.

2. The cost of removal, including fees, costs and expenses which arise out of an action
brought by the department to insure peaceful entry and removal, may be assessed against
the owner of the advertising device. If the owner of the advertising device fails to pay the
fees, costs, or expenses within thirty days after assessment, the department may commence
an action to collect the fees, costs, or expenses, which when collected shall be paid into the
“highway beautification fund”.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.5]

83 Acts, ch 186, §10067, 10201
Referred to in §306B.4, 306C.10
Nuisances in general, chapter 657

306B.6 Misdemeanor.

Whoever erects or maintains an advertising device in violation of this chapter or in violation
of rules and regulations promulgated by the department under this chapter shall be guilty of
a simple misdemeanor.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.6]
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306B.7 Federal agreements.

The department may enter into agreements with the secretary of commerce of the United
States concerning the erection, maintenance, regulation, location, frequency and related
matters of advertising devices permitted under this chapter.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.7]

306B.8 Funds accepted.

The department may accept any allotment of funds by the United States or any department
or agency thereof appropriated under Tit. 23 U.S.C. or amendments thereto to accomplish
the purposes of this chapter.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306B.8]

CHAPTER 306C
JUNKYARD BEAUTIFICATION AND BILLBOARD CONTROL

Referred to in §306D.4, 307.24

SUBCHAPTER I 306C.11 Advertising prohibited.
JUNKYARD BEAUTIFICATION 306C.12 None visible from highway.
o 306C.13 Control by department of
306C.1 Definitions. . transportation.
306C.2  Junkyards prohibited — 306C.14  Existing signs — six-year limit.
exceptions. 306C.15 Acquisiti £ si
306C.3 Junkyards lawfully in existence. : cquisition o Signs.
306C.4 Requirements as to screening. 306C.16 ~ Compensation.
306C.5 Acquisition of land for screening 306C.17 Condemnation.
or remova}. ] ) 306C.18 Permit required.
ggggg i\htnsancte t_ injunction. 306C.19 Removal after notice.
. nterpretation.
306C.8 Agreements with the United 306C.20  Bonus funds agreements.
States authorized. 306C.21 Information centers and rest
306C.9 Compensation. areas.
306C.22 Political signs. Repealed by 2003
SUBCHAPTER II Acts, ch 8, §6.
BILLBOARD CONTROL 306C.23 Special event signs. Repealed by
2021 Acts, ch 39, §15.
306C.10 Definitions. 306C.24 Compensation for sign removal.

SUBCHAPTER I
JUNKYARD BEAUTIFICATION

306C.1 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subchapter unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

2. “Interstate highway” includes “interstate road” and “interstate system” and means any
highway of the national highway system at any time officially designated as a part of the
national system of interstate and defense highways by the department and approved by the
appropriate authority of the federal government.

3. ‘Junk” means old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber
debris, waste, or junked, dismantled, or wrecked automobiles, or parts of automobiles, or
iron, steel, or other old or scrap ferrous or nonferrous material.

4. ‘Junkyard” means an establishment or place of business which is maintained, operated,
or used primarily for storing, keeping, buying, or selling junk; and the term includes garbage
dumps, sanitary fills, and automobile graveyards.

5. “National highway system” means the network designated by the federal highway
administration in consultation with the state department of transportation, which consists of
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interconnected urban and rural principal arterials and highways that serve major population
centers, ports, airports, public transportation facilities, other intermodal transportation
facilities, and other major travel destinations; meet national defense requirements; and
serve interstate and interregional travel.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.1]

2003 Acts, ch 8, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §2, 3; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

Referred to in §555B.1

306C.2 Junkyards prohibited — exceptions.

A person shall not establish, operate, or maintain a junkyard, any portion of which is within
one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of any highway on the national
highway system, except:

1. Those which are screened by natural objects, plantings, fences, or other appropriate
means obscuring them from view from the main-traveled portion of the highway.

2. Those located within areas which are zoned for industrial use under authority of law.

3. Those located within unzoned industrial areas which areas shall be determined from
actual land uses and defined by regulations to be promulgated by the department under the
provisions of chapter 17A in accordance with the standards, criteria, and rules and regulations
promulgated under authority of Tit. 23, United States Code.

4. Those which are not visible from the main-traveled portion of the highway:.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.2]

2003 Acts, ch 8, §2; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §4
Referred to in §306C.6

306C.3 Junkyards lawfully in existence.

1. Any junkyard located outside a zoned or unzoned industrial area lawfully in existence
on July 1, 1972, which is within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way
and visible from the main-traveled portion of any highway on the interstate system shall be
screened, if feasible, by the department, or by the owner under rules and direction of the
department, at locations on the highway right-of-way or in areas acquired for such purposes
outside the right-of-way in order to obscure the junkyard from the main-traveled way of such
highways.

2. Any junkyard located outside a zoned or unzoned industrial area lawfully in existence
on July 1, 2014, which is within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way and
visible from the main-traveled portion of any noninterstate highway which is on the national
highway system shall be screened, if feasible, by the department, or by the owner under
rules and direction of the department, at locations on the highway right-of-way or in areas
acquired for such purposes outside the right-of-way in order to obscure the junkyard from
the main-traveled way of such highways.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.3]

2003 Acts, ch 8, §3; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §5
Referred to in §306C.6

306C.4 Requirements as to screening.

The department may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A governing the location, planting,
construction, and maintenance of screening or fencing required by this chapter including
materials to be used. However, such rules shall be in accordance with the standards, criteria
and rules promulgated under authority of Tit. 23, United States Code.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.4]

306C.5 Acquisition of land for screening or removal.

When the department determines that it is in the best interests of the state, it may acquire
by gift, purchase, exchange, or condemnation, as provided by law, such property or rights or
interests in property as may be necessary to provide adequate screening for junkyards. When
the department determines that the topography of the land adjoining the highway will not
permit adequate screening, or screening would not be economically feasible, the department
may acquire such property or rights or interests in property as may be necessary to secure
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the relocation, removal, or disposal of the junkyard, and shall pay the cost of such relocation,
removal, or disposal, with federal participation. However, no plan for relocation, removal, or
disposal which qualifies for federal participation shall be undertaken unless the department
has received notification from the federal government that the federal share to be paid is
immediately available for that purpose.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.5]

306C.6 Nuisance — injunction.

Any junkyard which does not conform to the requirements of this subchapter and which
is not excepted under section 306C.2 or 306C.3, is a public nuisance. The department may
apply for an injunction to abate any nuisance arising from a violation of the provisions of this
subchapter or rules adopted pursuant to this subchapter.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.6]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

Nuisances in general, chapter 657

306C.7 Interpretation.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to abrogate or affect the provisions of any lawful
ordinance, regulation, or resolution, which are more restrictive than the provisions of this
subchapter.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.7]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

306C.8 Agreements with the United States authorized.

The department may enter into agreements with the United States secretary of
transportation as provided by Tit. 23, United States Code, relating to control of junkyards in
areas adjacent to the interstate system, and take action in the name of the state to comply
with the terms of such agreements.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.8]

2003 Acts, ch 8, §4

306C.9 Compensation.

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed as permitting the taking of private property or
the restriction of the reasonable and existing uses of such property without just compensation
and in accordance with the provisions of chapter 6B and Tit. 23, United States Code.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.9]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

SUBCHAPTER II
BILLBOARD CONTROL

Referred to in §321.252

306C.10 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Adjacent area” means an area which is contiguous to and within six hundred sixty feet
of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of any primary highway.

2. ‘“Advertising device” means any outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing,
message, placard, poster, billboard, or any other device designed, intended, or used to
advertise or inform, for which remuneration is paid or earned in exchange for its erection,
display, or existence by any person, and which is visible from the traveled portion of any
primary highway.

3. “Bonus interstate highways” includes all interstate highways except those interstate
highways adjacent to areas excepted from control under chapter 306B by authority of section
306B.2.

4. “Commercial or industrial activities” means those activities generally recognized as
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commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in this state, except that none of the following
activities shall be considered commercial or industrial:

a. Outdoor advertising structures.

b. Agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities, including but not limited
to wayside fresh produce.

c. Activities in operation less than three months per year.

d. Activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence.

e. Railroad tracks and minor spurs.

f. Activities outside of adjacent areas, as defined by this subchapter and section 306B.5.

g. Activities which have been used in defining and delineating an unzoned area but which
have since been discontinued or abandoned.

h. Residential housing developments.

i. Manufactured home communities or mobile home parks.

j. Institutions of learning.

k. State, county, and charitable institutions.

. State and county conservation and recreation areas, public parks, forests, playgrounds,
or other areas of historic interest or areas designated as scenic beautification areas under
section 313.67.

5. “Commercial or industrial zone” means those areas zoned commercial or industrial
under authority of a law, regulation, or ordinance of this state, its subdivisions, or a
municipality.

6. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

7. “Erect” means to construct, reconstruct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach,
create, paint, draw, or in any other way bring into being or establish; however, it shall
not include any of the foregoing activities when performed incidental to the customary
maintenance of an advertising device.

8. “Freeway primary highway” means those primary highways which have been
constructed as a fully controlled access facility with no access to the facility except at
established interchanges.

9. “Information center” means a site, either with or without structures or buildings,
established and maintained at a rest area for the purpose of providing “specific information
of interest to the traveling public”, as defined in subsection 19.

10. “Interstate highway” includes “interstate road” and “interstate system” and means any
highway of the national highway system at any time officially designated as a part of the
national system of interstate and defense highways by the department and approved by the
appropriate authority of the federal government.

11. “Maintain” means to cause to remain in a state of good repair but does not include
reconstruction.

12. “Main-traveled way” means the portion of the roadway for movement of vehicles on
which through traffic is carried exclusive of shoulders and auxiliary lanes. In the case of a
divided highway, the main-traveled way includes each of the separated roadways for traffic
in opposite directions, exclusive of frontage roads, turning roadways, or parking areas.

13. “National highway system” means the network designated by the federal highway
administration in consultation with the state department of transportation, which consists of
interconnected urban and rural principal arterials and highways that serve major population
centers, ports, airports, public transportation facilities, other intermodal transportation
facilities, and other major travel destinations; meet national defense requirements; and
serve interstate and interregional travel.

14. “Primary highways” means all highways on the national highway system and all
highways on the federal-aid primary system as it existed on June 1, 1991.

15. “Reconstruction” means any repair to the extent of sixty percent or more of the
replacement cost of the structure, excluding buildings.

16. “Remuneration” means the exchange of anything of value, including but not limited to
money, securities, real property interests, personal property interests, goods, services, future
consideration, exchange of favor, or forbearance of debt.

17. “Rest area” means an area or site established and maintained under authority of
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section 313.67 within the right-of-way of an interstate, freeway primary, or primary highway
under supervision and control of the department for the safety, recreation, and convenience
of the traveling public.

18. “Right-of-way” means land area dedicated to public use for the highway and its
maintenance, and includes land acquired in fee simple or by permanent easement for
highway purposes, but does not include temporary easements or rights for supplementary
highway appurtenances.

19. “Specific information of interest to the traveling public” means only information about
public places for camping, lodging, eating, and motor fuel and associated services, including
trade names, which have telephone facilities available when the public place is open for
business and businesses engaged in selling motor fuel which have free air for tire inflation
and restroom facilities available when the public place is open for business.

20. “Structure” means any sign supporting device including but not limited to buildings.

21. “Unzoned commercial or industrial area” means those areas not zoned by state or local
law, regulation, or ordinance, which are occupied by one or more commercial or industrial
activities, and the land along the primary highways for a distance of seven hundred fifty feet
immediately adjacent to the activities. All measurements shall be from the outer edge of
the regularly used buildings, parking lots, storage, or processing areas of the activities and
shall be parallel to the edge of pavement of the highway. Measurements shall not be from
the property line of the activities unless that property line coincides with the limits of the
activities. Unzoned commercial or industrial areas shall not include land on the opposite
side of the highway from the commercial or industrial activities.

22. “Visible” means capable of being read or comprehended without visual aid by a person
of normal visual acuity.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.10]

2001 Acts, ch 153, §16; 2003 Acts, ch 8, §5; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §111, 235; 2011 Acts, ch 25,
§26; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §6, 7; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §4 - 6

Referred to in §314.27

306C.11 Advertising prohibited.

Subject to the provisions made in section 306C.13 regarding control of bonus interstate
highways and section 306D.4 regarding scenic highways or byways, an advertising device
shall not be erected or maintained within any adjacent area, or on the right-of-way of any
primary highway, except the following:

1. a. Advertising devices within the adjacent area located in commercial or industrial
zones or in unzoned commercial or industrial areas in compliance with the regulatory
standards of this subchapter and rules promulgated by the department.

b. The rules shall be consistent with national standards promulgated pursuant to 23 U.S.C.
§131 and shall include at least the following:

(1) Provision for a fee schedule to cover the direct and indirect costs related to issuing
permits and control of outdoor advertising.

(2) Specific permit requirements.

@3) Provisions specifying the measurement of required spacing.

(4) Provisions specifying conforming sign configurations.

2. a. Signs, displays, and devices giving specific information of interest to the traveling
public shall be erected by the department and maintained within the right-of-way in the
areas, and at appropriate distances from interchanges on the interstate system and freeway
primary highways as shall conform with the rules adopted by the department. The rules
shall be consistent with national standards promulgated from time to time or as permitted
by the appropriate authority of the federal government pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §131(f) except
as provided in this section. The rules shall include but are not limited to the following:

(1) Criteria for eligibility for signing.

(2) Criteria for limiting or excluding businesses that maintain advertising devices that
do not conform to the requirements of chapter 306B, this subchapter, or other statutes or
administrative rules regulating outdoor advertising.
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(3) Provisions for a fee schedule to cover the direct and indirect costs of sign erection and
maintenance and related administrative costs.

(4) Provisions for specifying the maximum distance to eligible businesses.

(®) Provisions specifying the maximum number of signs permitted per panel and per
interchange.

(6) Provisions for determining what businesses are signed when there are more applicants
than the maximum number of signs permitted.

(7) Provisions for removing signs when businesses cease to meet minimum requirements
for participation and related costs.

b. Business signs supplied to the department by commercial vendors shall be on panels,
with dimensional and material specifications established by the department. A business sign
included under the provisions of this section shall not be posted unless it is in compliance with
these specifications. The commercial vendor shall pay to the department a fee based upon
the schedule adopted under this subsection for each business sign supplied for posting. Upon
furnishing the business signs to the department and payment of all fees, the department shall
post the business signs on eligible specific information panels. Faded signs shall be replaced
and the commercial vendor charged for the cost of replacement based upon the fee schedule
adopted. There is created in the office of the treasurer of state a fund to be known as the
highway beautification fund and all funds received for the posting on specific information
panels shall be deposited in the highway beautification fund. Information on motor fuel and
associated services may include vehicle service and repair where the same is available.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.11; 82 Acts, ch 1240, §1]

90 Acts, ch 1183, §1, 2; 95 Acts, ch 135, §3; 97 Acts, ch 104, §2; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §19; 2006
Acts, ch 1068, §1; 2006 Acts, ch 1142, §83; 2007 Acts, ch 143, §1; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §112;
2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §7 -9

Referred to in §306C.13, 306C.18

306C.12 None visible from highway.

An advertising device shall not be constructed or reconstructed beyond the adjacent area
in unincorporated areas of the state if it is visible from the main-traveled way of any primary
highway. Any advertising device permitted beyond an adjacent area in unincorporated areas
of the state shall be subject to the applicable permit provisions of section 306C.18.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.12]

2006 Acts, ch 1068, §2; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §8; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §10

306C.13 Control by department of transportation.

The department shall control the erection and maintenance of advertising devices
authorized by section 306C.11, subsection 1, in accord with the following criteria, except
that in the case of bonus interstate highways the department shall maintain the controls
required under chapter 306B or the controls required by this subchapter, whichever controls
are stricter:

1. Advertising devices located within the adjacent area of interstate highways and freeway
primary highways shall not be erected or maintained closer to another advertising device
facing in the same direction than five hundred feet outside of cities, and within two hundred
fifty feet if inside of cities. An advertising device may not be located within two hundred fifty
feet of an interchange, or rest area. The measurement shall be from the nearest widening
constructed for the purpose of acceleration or deceleration of traffic movement to or from
the main-traveled way to the advertising device.

2. Advertising devices located within the adjacent area of nonfreeway primary highways
shall not be erected or maintained closer than one hundred feet to another advertising device
facing in the same direction if inside the corporate limits of a municipality. An advertising
device shall not be located within the triangular area formed by the line connecting two points
each fifty feet back from the point where the street right-of-way lines of the main-traveled way
and the intersecting street meet, or would meet, if extended.

3. Advertising devices located within the adjacent area of nonfreeway primary highways
shall not be erected or maintained closer than three hundred feet to another advertising
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device facing in the same direction if outside the corporate limits of a municipality. An
advertising device shall not be located within the triangular area formed by a line connecting
two points each one hundred feet back from the point where the street right-of-way lines of
the main-traveled way and the intersecting street meet, or would meet, if extended.

4. The distance spacing measurements fixed by subsections 2 and 3 shall not apply
to advertising devices which are separated by a building in such a manner that only one
advertising device located within the minimum spacing distance is visible from a highway
at any one time.

5. Within a triangular area, as defined by subsections 2 and 3, occupied by a building or
structure, no advertising device shall be erected or maintained closer to the intersection than
the building or structure itself, except that a wall advertising device may be attached to said
building or structure not to protrude more than twelve inches.

6. The minimum distance between two advertising devices facing the same direction shall
apply without regard to the side of the highway on which the advertising devices may be
located and shall be measured along the center line of the highway between points directly
opposite the advertising devices.

7. Advertising devices shall not be erected, maintained, or illuminated:

a. In a manner to obscure or otherwise physically interfere with an official traffic sign,
signal, or device, or to obstruct or physically interfere with any driver’s view of approaching,
merging, or intersecting traffic.

b. Unless effectively shielded to prevent light from being directed at any portion of the
traveled highway with such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of
the driver of any motor vehicle.

c.  Which contain, include, or are illuminated by any flashing, intermittent, or moving light.

d. Which imitate or resemble an official sign or signal or device or which are erected
or maintained within or closer than three hundred feet from scenic areas, as defined and
determined by the department, or which are located or maintained upon trees, or painted
or drawn upon rocks or natural features, or which are structurally unsafe or in substantial
disrepair.

e. Which exceed one thousand two hundred square feet in area or in the case of a
back-to-back or V-type advertising device, with a maximum of two facings per advertising
device, seven hundred fifty square feet in area, including border and trim but excluding base
or apron, support, and other structural members.

f. Which do not comply with all applicable state or local laws, regulations and ordinances,
including but not limited to zoning, building, and sign codes as locally interpreted and
applied and enforced, or which violate chapter 318; however, nothing in this subchapter
shall prevent or restrict county or local zoning authorities from making a determination
of customary use concerning size, lighting, and spacing of advertising devices in zoned
commercial or industrial adjacent areas, and such determinations will be accepted in lieu
of the standards of this subchapter. The provisions of this subchapter shall not prevent
or restrict county or local zoning authorities within their respective jurisdictions from
establishing standards imposing controls stricter than those required by this subchapter.

g. The standards contained in this section pertaining to size, lighting, and spacing shall
not apply to advertising devices erected or maintained within six hundred sixty feet of the
right-of-way of those portions of the interstate highway system exempted from control
under chapter 306B by authority of section 306B.2, nor to advertising devices erected and
maintained within adjacent areas along noninterstate primary highways within zoned and
unzoned commercial and industrial areas, unless said advertising devices were erected
subsequent to July 1, 1972.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.13]

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §15; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §9, 10; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121; 2021 Acts, ch

39, §11 - 13
Referred to in §306C.11, 306C.24
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306C.14 Existing signs — six-year limit.

Any advertising device lawfully in existence in an adjacent area on July 1, 1972, which
does not conform with the provisions of this subchapter, shall be required to be brought into
conformity or removed within six years after July 1, 1972. Any advertising device lawfully
erected after said date which subsequently becomes nonconforming, shall be required to be
brought into conformity or removed within five years after the date the nonconformity occurs.
However, no advertising device shall be acquired or be required to be removed pursuant to
this subchapter unless the department has received notification from the federal government
that the federal share of just compensation to be paid is immediately available to contribute
to the cost of acquisition or removal; this requirement shall not apply to the acquisition or
removal of advertising devices for which no federal share is payable.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.14]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

Referred to in §306C.24

306C.15 Acquisition of signs.

The department shall acquire by purchase, gift, or condemnation, and shall pay just
compensation upon the removal of any of the following advertising devices which are not in
conformity with the provisions of this subchapter:

1. Advertising devices lawfully in existence on July 1, 1972.

2. Advertising devices lawfully in existence on land adjoining any highway made an
interstate, freeway primary, or primary highway after July 1, 1972.

3. Advertising devices lawfully erected on or after July 1, 1972, but which subsequently
become nonconforming.

4. Any advertising device erected on the mistaken or negligent advice of any official or
employee of the state of Iowa as to the interpretation, effect, or operation of this subchapter,
chapter 306B, or rules promulgated by the department.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.15]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121
Referred to in §306C.16, 306C.18

306C.16 Compensation.

Compensation required by section 306C.15 or 306C.24 shall be paid for the following:

1. The taking from the owner of such advertising device of all right, title, leasehold, and
interest in such advertising device.

2. The taking from the owner of real property on which an advertising device is located,
of the right to erect and maintain such advertising devices upon that real property.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.16]

89 Acts, ch 317, §24

Referred to in §306C.24

306C.17 Condemnation.

The provisions of chapters 6A and 6B shall be applicable to any such condemnation
commenced pursuant to this subchapter, and the department may take immediate possession
of and remove such advertising devices under the procedures of section 6B.25.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.17]

2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

306C.18 Permit required.

The owner of every advertising device regulated by section 306C.11, subsection 1, shall be
required to make application to the department for a permit.

1. The application for a permit shall be on a form provided by the department and shall
contain the name and address of the owner of the advertising device and the name and
address of the owner of the real property on which it is located; the date of its erection;
a description of its location; its dimensions; and such other information required by the
department, together with a permit fee as provided in this section or rule adopted by the
department.
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2. After July 1, 1972, no new advertising device for which an application for a permit
is required may be erected without first obtaining a permit from the department, except in
the case of advertising devices lawfully in existence in areas adjacent to any highway made
an interstate, freeway primary, or primary highway after July 1, 1972. The owner shall be
required to make application for a permit as provided for in this section within thirty days
after the date the said highway acquired said designation.

3. Upon receipt of an application containing all the required information in due form and
properly executed together with the fee required, the department shall issue a permit to be
affixed to the advertising device if the advertising device will not violate any provision of this
subchapter or chapter 306B, or any rule promulgated by the department, provided that in the
case of advertising devices to be acquired pursuant to section 306C.15, a provisional permit
shall be issued.

4. The fee for both types of permits for calendar years 1997 and 1998 shall be one
hundred dollars for the initial fee and fifteen dollars for each annual renewal for signs up to
three hundred seventy-five square feet in area, twenty-five dollars for each annual renewal
for signs at least three hundred seventy-six, but not more than nine hundred ninety-nine,
square feet in area, and fifty dollars for each annual renewal for signs one thousand
square feet or more in area. Beginning January 1, 1999, fees shall be as determined by
rule by the department. The fees collected for the above permits shall be credited to the
highway beautification fund created in section 306C.11, subsection 2, and all salaries and
expenses incurred in administering this chapter shall be paid from this fund or from specific
appropriations for this purpose, except that surveillance of, and removal of, advertising
devices performed by regular maintenance personnel are not to be charged against the fund.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.18]

91 Acts, ch 176, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1218, §34; 97 Acts, ch 104, §3; 2006 Acts, ch 1068, §3; 2013

Acts, ch 90, §74; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121; 2021 Acts, ch 39, §14
Referred to in §306C.12, 306C.24

306C.19 Removal after notice.

Any advertising device erected or maintained after July 1, 1972, in violation of this
subchapter or the rules promulgated by the department, is a public nuisance and may be
removed by the department upon thirty days’ notice, by certified mail, to the owner of the
advertising device and to the owner of the land on which the advertising device is located.
The notice shall require such owners to remove the advertising device if it is prohibited, or
to cause it to conform to this subchapter or rules promulgated by the department if it is not
prohibited.

1. If the owner of the advertising device or the landowner fails to act within thirty days
as required in the notice, the advertising device shall be deemed to be forfeited and the
department may enter upon the land and remove the advertising device. Such entry after
notice, shall not be deemed a trespass and the department may be aided by injunction to
abate the nuisance and to insure peaceful entry.

2. The cost of removal, including fees, costs and expenses which arise out of an action
brought by the department to insure peaceful entry and removal, may be assessed against
the owner of the advertising device. If the owner of the advertising device fails to pay the
fees, costs, or expenses within thirty days after assessment, the department may commence
an action to collect the fees, costs, or expenses, which when collected shall be paid into the
highway beautification fund.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.19]

83 Acts, ch 186, §10068, 10201; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §121

Nuisances in general, chapter 657

306C.20 Bonus funds agreements.

The department shall enter into agreements with the duly constituted federal authorities
in order to secure for the state all bonus federal funds allotted and appropriations to the
state and to avoid loss or reduction, under 23 U.S.C. §131, of federal aid funds apportioned
or to be apportioned to the state under 23 U.S.C. §104. The department may accept funds
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from whatever source, including any allotment of funds by the United States, or any of its
departments or agencies, appropriated to carry out the purposes of 23 U.S.C. §131. The
department shall take such steps as may be necessary to obtain from the United States or
any of its departments or agencies, funds allotted and appropriated for the purpose of paying
the federal share of just compensation to be paid to advertising device owners and owners of
the real property under the terms of this chapter and 23 U.S.C. §131(g). All moneys received
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be deposited in the highway beautification
fund.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.20]

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §51

306C.21 Information centers and rest areas.

1. The department may establish or enter into agreements with private persons, firms,
or corporations for the establishment of information centers in rest areas on the interstate,
freeway primary, and primary highways, subject to the approval of the appropriate authority
of the federal government. After January 1, 1997, private persons, firms, or corporations
entering into an agreement with the department under this section shall not develop,
establish, or own any commercial business located on land adjacent to the rest area which is
subject to the agreement.

2. Aninterstate rest area shall be located entirely on the interstate right-of-way, including,
but not limited to, all entrance and exit ramps, all rest area buildings including information
centers, and all parking facilities. Department money and resources shall not be used for any
other type of interstate rest area. Whenever an interstate rest area is reconstructed, the area
available for parking shall be equal to or more than the area available for parking prior to the
reconstruction.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §306C.21]

97 Acts, ch 76, §1; 2021 Acts, ch 76, §150

306C.22 Political signs. Repealed by 2003 Acts, ch 8, §6.
306C.23 Special event signs. Repealed by 2021 Acts, ch 39, §15.

306C.24 Compensation for sign removal.

1. Definition. As used in this section, “off-premises advertising device” means an
advertising device which does not qualify as an “on-premises sign” under rules adopted by
the department pursuant to chapter 17A.

2. Just compensation required. Political subdivisions of this state shall not remove, take,
alter, or cause to be removed, taken, or altered a lawfully erected off-premises advertising
device without paying just compensation in cash to the owner of the advertising device and
to the owner of the real property on which the advertising device is located, as provided
in section 306C.16. The department shall not remove, take, alter or cause to be removed,
taken, or altered a lawfully erected off-premises advertising device subject to control under
chapter 306B or this chapter without paying just compensation when required under 23 U.S.C.
§131(g) to the owner of the advertising device and to the owner of the real property on which
the advertising device is located, as provided in section 306C.16. For the department, the
sole intent of this section is to comply with 23 U.S.C. §131(g) and it is not the intent of this
section to, in any manner, relinquish any powers of the department relating to the control and
removal of advertising devices under police power.

3. Exceptions. This section does not apply to the removal, taking, or altering of an
off-premises advertising device under any of the following conditions:

a. The device is unlawfully erected or is being maintained in violation of the provisions of
section 306C.13, subsection 7, or section 306C.18.

b. The device has been abandoned or not used for a period of at least six months.

4. Department authorization. If required by 23 U.S.C. §131(g), the department may
acquire through purchase or condemnation and shall pay just compensation as provided
in section 306C.16 for off-premises advertising devices removed after July 1, 1989, through
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amortization by an ordinance of a political subdivision enacted prior to July 1, 1989.
Notwithstanding the requirements of section 306C.14, the department may first pay just
compensation from the highway beautification fund and then claim reimbursement for the
federal share of the payment from the federal government.

5. Savings clause. If any provision of this section which relates to the department is
inconsistent or conflicts with, or is not required by, 23 U.S.C. §131 to avoid the loss of federal
funds, the provision shall be suspended but only to the extent necessary to eliminate the
inconsistency, conflict, or requirement. If any part of this section is found to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such judgment shall not affect the validity of the section as a whole or any
provision or part of the section not found to be invalid or unconstitutional.

89 Acts, ch 317, §25; 2006 Acts, ch 1010, §83
Referred to in §306C.16

CHAPTER 306D
SCENIC ROUTES

Referred to in §307.26

306D.1 Statement of purpose — intent. 306D.3 Plan recommendations and pilot
306D.2 Statewide scenic highways projects.
program — objectives and 306D.4 Scenic highway advertising.

agency duties.

306D.1 Statement of purpose — intent.

1. The general assembly finds that:

a. The state offers numerous regions through which people can drive for the pleasure of
viewing unusually scenic and interesting landscapes; however, routes to and through these
areas have not been adequately identified for Iowans and state visitors.

b. Among those things that attract motorists to the state’s landscape are agricultural lands,
forests, river basins, distinctive landforms, interesting architecture, metropolitan areas, small
rural towns, and historic sites.

c. The landscape qualities of unusually scenic routes throughout the state have not been
protected from visual and resource deterioration particularly along routes which pass near
the state’s nationally significant areas such as the bluffs of the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, the Amana colonies, the Herbert Hoover national historic site, federal reservoirs,
communities surrounding the state’s natural lakes, the Des Moines river greenbelt, the great
river road, and many others.

d. Aprincipal goal of economic development in this state is to increase the influence which
travel and tourism have on the state’s economic expansion.

e. Iowans and visitors should be encouraged to travel to and through unusually scenic
areas of the state.

f. A program should be established, following a statewide plan, to identify and promote
highways and secondary routes which pass through unusually scenic landscapes and to
protect and enhance the scenic qualities of the landscape through which these routes pass.

2. In addition to other goals for the program, it is the intention of the general assembly
that the scenic highways program be coordinated with the state’s open space program under
chapter 465A.

87 Acts, ch 175, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §64
Referred to in §306D.2

306D.2 Statewide scenic highways program — objectives and agency duties.

1. The state department of transportation shall prepare a statewide, long-range plan for
the protection, enhancement, and identification of highways and secondary roads which pass
through unusually scenic areas of the state as identified in section 306D.1. The department
of natural resources, the economic development authority, private organizations, county
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conservation boards, city park and recreation departments, and the federal agencies having
jurisdiction over land in the state shall be encouraged to assist in preparing the plan. The
plan shall be coordinated with the state’s open space plan if a state open space plan has
been approved by the general assembly. The plan shall include, but is not limited to, the
following elements:

a. Preparation of a statewide inventory of scenic routes and ranking of relative uniqueness
for each route. The degree to which these routes suffer from negative visual intrusions shall
be documented.

b. Recommended techniques for preserving and enhancing the scenic qualities associated
with each route.

c. Forecasts of significant changes in traffic volumes and environmental, social, and
economic impacts if scenic routes are publicly identified and promoted as tourism attractions.

d. Recommended techniques for incorporating scenic highway routes in state and local
tourism development and marketing programs.

e. Landscape management needs including maintenance, rehabilitation, and
improvements to scenic areas.

f. Funding levels needed to accomplish the statewide scenic highway program.

g. Recommendations of how federal and state transportation programs can be modified
or developed to assist the state’s scenic highway program.

2. The preparation of the plan is subject to an appropriation by the general assembly for
that purpose. The plan shall be submitted to the general assembly by January 15, 1988. Prior
to submission of the plan to the general assembly, the department shall request comments
on the proposed plan from state agencies, federal agencies, and private organizations with
interests in scenic highways. The comments shall be submitted to the general assembly.

87 Acts, ch 175, §2; 2011 Acts, ch 118, §85, 89; 2012 Acts, ch 1021, §64; 2023 Acts, ch 19,
§2111

Subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph 1 amended

306D.3 Plan recommendations and pilot projects.

1. The department’s recommendations to the general assembly shall include proposed
legislation for the state to acquire and protect scenic landscapes along public roads and
highways.

2. Before January 1, 1989, the department shall identify four pilot scenic highway routes
across two or more counties each for trial promotion in the state’s tourism marketing
program.

87 Acts, ch 175, §3

306D.4 Scenic highway advertising.

1. The department of transportation shall have the authority to adopt rules to control the
erection of new advertising devices on a highway designated as a scenic highway or scenic
byway in order to comply with federal requirements concerning the implementation of a
scenic byways program.

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, if an advertising device was lawfully erected along an
interstate highway within the corporate limits of a city prior to designation of the highway as
a scenic byway and, after such designation occurs, the advertising device is displaced due to
the reconstruction, improvement, or relocation of the highway, the advertising device may be
relocated to a location determined by the department to be substantially the same location,
subject to approval by the federal highway administration, and shall not be considered an
erection of a new advertising device, if all of the following apply:

a. The location conforms to the requirements of chapters 306B and 306C.

b. The materials, number and type of supports, lighting, face size, and height of the
advertising device remain the same.

95 Acts, ch 135, §4; 2013 Acts, ch 140, §22

Referred to in §306C.11
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CHAPTER 307
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT)

Department to report annually regarding registered
flexible fuel vehicles; see §452A.33

307.1 Definitions. 307.31 Periodic review of revenues
307.2 Department of transportation. — evaluation of alternative
307.3 through 307.7 Repealed by 2015 funding sources.
Acts, ch 123, §15. 307.32 Annual report — secondary
307.8 Expenses. road construction program —
307.9 and 307.10 Repealed by 2015 structurally deficient bridges.
Acts, ch 123, §15. 307.33 and 307.34 Reserved.
307.11 Director of transportation — 307.35 Inspectors to perform several
qualifications — salary. functions. Repealed by 2015
307.12 Duties of the director. Acts, ch 123, §15.
307.13 Reassignment of personnel. 307.36 Project needs — retention of
307.14 Official Iowa map. property.
307.15 through 307.19 Reserved. 307.37 Motor vehicle fraud and odometer
307.20 Biodiesel and biodiesel blended law enforcement.
fuel revolving fund. 307.38 Public transit loan. Repealed by
307.21 Operations and finances. 99 Acts, ch 114, §54.
307.22 Planning and programming 307.39 Reserved.
activities. 307.40 Copies of contracts to legislative
307.23 Legal counsel. services agency.
307.24 Administration of highway 307.41 and 307.42 Reserved.
programs and activities. 307.43 Federal donations. Repealed by
307.25 Aeronautics and public transit. 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15.
Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, 307.44 Use of federal moneys —
§15. cooperation.
307.26 Administration of modal 307.45 State-owned lands — assessment.
programs and activities. 307.46 Use of reversions.
307.27 Motor vehicles, motor carriers, 307.47 Materials and equipment
and drivers. revolving fund — annual
307.28 Prorating departmental costs. purchase report.
307.29 Reserved. 307.48 Longevity pay.
307.30 Federal tax compliance. 307.49 Contract bids.

307.1 Definitions.

When used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Director” means the director of transportation or the director’s designee.

2. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

3. “Commission” means the state transportation commission established in section
307A.1A.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.1; 81 Acts, ch 22, §2]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1903; 2019 Acts, ch 24, §40

307.2 Department of transportation.

There is created a state department of transportation which shall be responsible for the
planning, development, regulation and improvement of transportation in the state as provided
by law.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.2]

Referred to in §7E.5

307.3 through 307.7 Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15. See chapter 307A.

307.8 Expenses.
The director and other employees of the department shall be allowed their actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. All expenses and salaries
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shall be paid from appropriations for such purposes and the department shall be subject to
the budget requirements of chapter 8.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.8]

2015 Acts, ch 123, §3

307.9 and 307.10 Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15. See chapter 307A.

307.11 Director of transportation — qualifications — salary.

1. The governor shall appoint a director of transportation, subject to confirmation by the
senate, who shall serve at the pleasure of the governor and who shall not be a member of the
commission. The director shall not hold any other office under the laws of the United States
or of this or any other state or hold any other position for profit. The director shall not engage
in any occupation, business, or profession interfering with or inconsistent with the director’s
duties, serve on or under a committee of a political party, or contribute to the campaign fund
of any person or political party. The director shall be appointed on the basis of executive and
administrative abilities and shall devote full time to the duties of the position.

2. The director shall receive a salary as fixed by the governor.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.11]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1907, 1908; 2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §2800, 2802

Confirmation, see §2.32
Subsection 2 amended

307.12 Duties of the director.

1. The director shall:

a. Manage the internal operations of the department and establish guidelines and
procedures to promote the orderly and efficient administration of the department.

b. Employ personnel as necessary to carry out the duties and responsibilities of the
department, consistent with chapter 8A, subchapter IV.

c. Assist the commission in developing state transportation policy and a state
transportation plan.

d. Establish temporary advisory boards of a size the director deems appropriate to advise
the department.

e. Prepare a budget for the department and prepare reports required by law.

f. Present the department’s proposed budget to the commission prior to December 31 of
each year.

g. Appoint the administrators within the department.

h. Review and submit legislative proposals necessary to maintain current state
transportation laws.

i. Enter into reciprocal agreements relating to motor vehicle inspections with authorized
officials of any other state, subject to approval by the commission. The director may exempt
or impose requirements upon nonresident motor vehicles consistent with those imposed upon
vehicles of Iowa residents operated in other states.

j. Adopt rules in accordance with chapter 17A as the director deems necessary for the
administration of the department and the exercise of the director’s and department’s powers
and duties.

k. Reorganize the administration of the department as needed to increase administrative
efficiency.

. Provide for the receipt or disbursement of federal funds allocated to the state and its
political subdivisions for transportation purposes.

m. Include in the department’s annual budget all estimated federal funds to be received
or allocated to the department.

n. Prepare and submit a report to the general assembly on or before January 15 of
each fiscal year describing the prior fiscal year’s highway construction program, actual
expenditures of the program, and contractual obligations of the program.

o. Apply for, accept, and expend federal, state, or private funds for the improvement of
transportation.
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p. Coordinate the transportation research activities within the department.

2. If in the interest of the state, the director may allow a subsistence expense to an
employee under the supervision of the department’s administrator responsible for highway
programs and activities for continuous stay in one location while on duty away from
established headquarters and place of domicile for a period not to exceed forty-five days;
and allow automobile expenses in accordance with section 8A.363, for moving an employee
and the employee’s family from place of present domicile to new domicile, and actual
transportation expense for moving of household goods. The household goods for which
transportation expense is allowed shall not include pets or animals.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.12]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1909; 91 Acts, ch 268, §510; 92 Acts, ch 1210, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1074, §19;
2003 Acts, ch 145, §239, 240; 2005 Acts, ch 35, §31; 2005 Acts, ch 179, §125; 2006 Acts, ch
1068, §5; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §105; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §4 - 6; 2023 Acts, ch 85, §8

Referred to in §307A.2
Subsection 1, paragraph n stricken and former paragraphs o - q redesignated as n — p

307.13 Reassignment of personnel.

The director may reassign personnel within the department among the various divisions
of the department in order to properly coordinate the work of the divisions and perform
the duties and responsibilities of the department efficiently and economically. However,
any employee so transferred or transferred from one employment system to another, either
administratively or legislatively, shall not be considered to be a probationary employee
simply because of this action.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.13]

2020 Acts, ch 1062, §42

307.14 Official Iowa map.

The department shall publish a map of the state of Iowa. At the request of a citizen of a
particular city or town, the department shall add the city or town to the existing map of lowa
and identify the main road leading into the city or town if the city or town meets two or more
of the following criteria:

1. Has a zip coded post office in the city or town.

2. Has a population of twenty-five or more.

3. Has a building on the national register of historic places in the city or town.

4. Has an association with a public recreation area managed by the department of natural
resources in the city or town.

5. Has a high school, grade school, private school, church, or cemetery in the city or town.

6. Has a retail business in the city or town.

7. Has an annual festival or celebration.

91 Acts, ch 139, §1, 2

307.15 through 307.19 Reserved.

307.20 Biodiesel and biodiesel blended fuel revolving fund.

1. A biodiesel and biodiesel blended fuel revolving fund is created in the state treasury.
The biodiesel and biodiesel blended fuel revolving fund shall be administered by the
department and shall consist of moneys received from the sale of EPAct credits banked by
the department on April 19, 2001, moneys appropriated by the general assembly, and any
other moneys obtained or accepted by the department for deposit in the fund. Moneys in the
fund are appropriated to and shall be used by the department for the purchase of biodiesel
and biodiesel blended fuel for use in department vehicles. The department shall submit an
annual report not later than January 31 to the members of the general assembly and the
legislative services agency, of the expenditures made from the fund during the preceding
fiscal year. Section 8.33 does not apply to any moneys in the fund and, notwithstanding
section 12C.7, subsection 2, earnings or interest on moneys deposited in the fund shall be
credited to the fund.



V-39 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT), §307.21

2. A departmental motor vehicle operating using biodiesel or biodiesel blended fuel shall
be affixed with a brightly visible sticker that notifies the traveling public that the motor vehicle
uses biodiesel blended fuel.

3. For purposes of this section the following definitions apply:

a. “Biodiesel” and “biodiesel blended fuel” mean the same as defined in section 214A.1.

b. “EPAct credit” means a credit issued pursuant to the federal Energy Policy Act (EPAct),
42 U.S.C. §13201 et seq.

2001 Acts, ch 52, §1, 3; 2003 Acts, ch 35, §45, 49; 2006 Acts, ch 1142, §78

307.21 Operations and finances.

1. The department’s administrator responsible for the operations and finances of the
department shall:

a. Provide for the proper maintenance and protection of the grounds, buildings, and
equipment of the department, in cooperation with the department of administrative services.

b. Establish, supervise, and maintain a system of centralized electronic data processing
for the department, in cooperation with the department of administrative services.

c. Assist the director in preparing the departmental budget.

d. Provide centralized purchasing services for the department, if authorized by the
department of administrative services. The administrator shall, when the price is reasonably
competitive and the quality as intended, purchase soybean-based inks and plastic products
with recycled content, including but not limited to plastic garbage can liners, and shall
purchase these items in accordance with the schedule established in section 8A.315.
However, the administrator need not purchase garbage can liners in accordance with the
schedule if the liners are utilized by a facility approved by the environmental protection
commission created under section 455A.6, for purposes of recycling. For purposes of this
section, “recycled content” means that the content of the product contains a minimum of
thirty percent postconsumer material.

e. Assist the director in employing the professional, technical, clerical, and secretarial
staff for the department and maintain employee records, in cooperation with the department
of administrative services and provide personnel services, including but not limited to
training, safety education, and employee counseling.

f. Assist the director in coordinating the responsibilities and duties of the various divisions
within the department.

g. Carry out all other general administrative duties for the department.

h. Perform such other duties and responsibilities as may be assigned by the director.

2. When performing the duty of providing centralized purchasing services under
subsection 1, the administrator shall do all of the following:

a. Purchase and use recycled printing and writing paper in accordance with the schedule
established in section 8A.315.

b. Establish a wastepaper recycling program in accordance with recommendations made
by the department of natural resources and the requirements of section 8A.329.

c. Require in accordance with section 8A.311 product content statements and compliance
with requirements regarding procurement specifications.

d. Comply with the requirements for the purchase of lubricating oils, industrial oils,
greases, and hydraulic fluids as established pursuant to section 8A.316.

e. Give preference to purchasing designated biobased products in the same manner as
provided in section 8A.317.

3. The department shall report to the general assembly by February 1 of each year, the
following:

a. A listing of plastic products which are regularly purchased by the board for which
recycled content product alternatives are available, including the cost of the plastic products
purchased and the cost of the recycled content product alternatives.

b. Information relating to soybean-based inks and plastic garbage can liners with
recycled content regularly purchased by the department, including the cost of purchasing
soybean-based inks and plastic garbage can liners with recycled content and the percentages
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of soybean-based inks and plastic garbage can liners with recycled content that have been
purchased.

4. The administrator shall provide for the purchase of qualified renewable fuels to power
internal combustion engines that are used to operate motor vehicles and for the purchase of
motor vehicles operating using engines powered by qualified renewable fuels in the same
manner required for the director of the department of administrative services pursuant
to section 8A.368. The department of transportation shall compile information regarding
compliance with the provisions of this subsection in the same manner as the department of
administrative services pursuant to section 8A.369. The department of transportation shall
cooperate with the department of administrative services in preparing the annual state fleet
qualified renewable fuels compliance report regarding compliance with this subsection as
provided in section 8A.369.

5. a. Of all new passenger vehicles and light pickup trucks purchased by the
administrator, a minimum of ten percent of all such vehicles and trucks purchased shall be
equipped with engines which utilize alternative methods of propulsion, including but not
limited to any of the following:

(1) A flexible fuel which is any of the following:

(@) E-85 gasoline as provided in section 214A.2.

(b) B-20 biodiesel blended fuel as provided in section 214A.2.

(c) A renewable fuel approved by the office of renewable fuels and coproducts pursuant
to section 159A.3.

(2) Compressed or liquefied natural gas.

(3) Propane gas.

(4) Solar energy.

() Electricity.

b. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to vehicles and trucks purchased and
directly used for law enforcement or off-road maintenance work.

6. The administrator shall, whenever technically feasible, purchase and use degradable
loose foam packing material manufactured from grain starches or other renewable
resources, unless the cost of the packing material is more than ten percent greater than
the cost of packing material made from nonrenewable resources. For the purposes of this
subsection, “packing material” means material, other than an exterior packing shell, that is
used to stabilize, protect, cushion, or brace the contents of a package.

7. The administrator may purchase items from the department of administrative services
and may cooperate with the director of the department of administrative services by providing
purchasing services for the department of administrative services.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.21]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1910, 1911; 88 Acts, ch 1185, §3; 89 Acts, ch 272, §24; 90 Acts, ch 1237,
§4; 91 Acts, ch 97, §42; 91 Acts, ch 254, §18; 92 Acts, ch 1095, §3; 93 Acts, ch 26, §6; 93 Acts,
ch 176, §40; 94 Acts, ch 1119, §28; 95 Acts, ch 44, §3; 95 Acts, ch 62, §4; 98 Acts, ch 1082, §6;
99 Acts, ch 114, §17; 99 Acts, ch 121, §10; 2000 Acts, ch 1109, §6; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §241, 242,
286; 2006 Acts, ch 1142, §66, 67; 2007 Acts, ch 22, §68; 2008 Acts, ch 1104, §6; 2008 Acts, ch
1169, §39, 42; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §113; 2010 Acts, ch 1031, §75; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §7, 8; 2022
Acts, ch 1067, §40

Referred to in §8A.369

307.22 Planning and programming activities.

1. The department’s administrator responsible for transportation planning and
infrastructure program development shall:

a. Assist the director in planning all modes of transportation in order to develop an
integrated transportation system providing adequate transportation services for all citizens
of the state.

b. Develop and maintain transportation statistical data for the department.

c. Assist the director in establishing, analyzing, and evaluating alternative transportation
policies for the state.
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d. Coordinate planning duties and responsibilities with the planning functions carried on
by other administrators of the department.

e. (1) Annually report by July 1 of each year, for both secondary and farm-to-market
systems, miles of earth, granular, and paved surface roads; the daily vehicle miles of
travel; and lineal feet of bridge deck under the jurisdiction of each county’s secondary road
department, as of the preceding January 1, taking into account roads whose jurisdiction
has been transferred from the department to a county or from a county to the department
during the previous year. The annual report shall include those roads transferred to a county
pursuant to section 306.8A.

(2) Miles of secondary and farm-to-market roads shall not include those miles of
farm-to-market extensions within cities under five hundred population that are placed under
county secondary road jurisdiction pursuant to section 306.4.

(3) The annual report of updated road and bridge data of both the secondary and
farm-to-market roads shall be submitted to the Iowa county engineers association service
bureau.

f. Advise and assist the director to study and develop highway transport economics to
assure availability and productivity of highway transport services.

g. Perform such other planning functions as may be assigned by the director.

2. The function of planning does not include the detailed design of highways or other
modal transportation facilities, but is restricted to the needs of this state for multimodal
transportation systems.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.22]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1912, 1913; 2002 Acts, ch 1063, §6, 16; 2003 Acts, ch 144, §4; 2005 Acts,
ch 20, §2; 2005 Acts, ch 142, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §9

307.23 Legal counsel.

1. It shall be the duty of the attorney general to do all of the following:

a. Act as legal advisor to the department, commission, and director.

b. Provide all legal services for the department.

2. The attorney general shall appoint assistant attorneys general as necessary to carry out
these duties.

[SS15, §1527-s, -s2; C24, 27, §307.8; C31, 35, §4630, 4630-c1; C39, §4630, 4630.1; C46, 50,
54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, §307.8, 307.9; C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.23]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1914, 1915; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §65; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §2065, 2073

Section amended

307.24 Administration of highway programs and activities.

The department’s administrator responsible for highway programs and activities shall plan,
design, construct, and maintain the state primary highways and shall administer chapters
306 through 306C, chapters 309 through 314, chapters 316 through 318, and chapter 320 and
perform other duties as assigned by the director. The department shall:

1. Be organized to provide assistance for urban systems and secondary roads, and to
provide other categories of assistance as necessary.

2. Devise and adopt standard plans of highway construction and furnish the same to the
counties and provide information to the counties on the maintenance practices and policies
of the department.

3. Order the removal or alteration of any lights or light-reflecting devices, whether on
public or private property, other than railroad signals or crossing lights, located adjacent to
a primary road and within three hundred feet of a railroad crossing at grade, which in any
way interfere with the vision of or may be confusing to a person operating a motor vehicle on
such primary road in observing the approach of trains or in observing signs erected for the
purpose of giving warning of such railroad crossing.

4. Order the removal or alteration of any lights or light-reflecting devices, whether on
public or private property, located adjacent to a primary road and within three hundred feet
of an intersection with another primary road, which in any way interfere with the vision of or
may be confusing to a person operating a motor vehicle on such primary road in observing
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the approach of other vehicles or signs erected for the purpose of giving warning of such
intersection.

5. Construct, reconstruct, improve, and maintain state institutional roads and state park
roads which are part of the state park, state institution, and other state land road system
as defined in section 306.3, and bridges on such roads, roads located on state fairgrounds
as described in chapter 173, and the roads and bridges located on property of community
colleges as defined in section 260C.2, upon the request of the state board, department, or
commission which has jurisdiction over such roads. This shall be done in such manner as
may be agreed upon by the state transportation commission and the state board, department,
or commission which has jurisdiction. The commission may contract with any county or
municipality for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, or maintenance of such
roads and bridges. Any state park road which is an extension of either a primary or
secondary highway which both enters and exits from a state park at separate points shall be
constructed, reconstructed, improved, and maintained as provided in section 306.4. Funds
allocated from the road use tax fund for the purposes of this subsection shall be apportioned
in the following manner and amounts:

For department of natural resources facility roads, forty-five and one-half percent.
For department of health and human services facility roads, six and one-half percent.
For department of corrections facility roads, five and one-half percent.

For national guard facility roads, four percent.

For state board of regents facility roads, thirty percent.

For state fair board facility roads, two percent.

For department of administrative services facility roads, one-half percent.

For department of education facility roads, six percent.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.24]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1916; 2009 Acts, ch 97, §8; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §10; 2016 Acts, ch 1073,

§93; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §1054
Referred to in §173.16, 312.2, 312.4, 313.4
Subsection 5, paragraph b amended

SmThe a0 oo

307.25 Aeronautics and public transit. Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15. See §307.22
and 307.26.

307.26 Administration of modal programs and activities.

The department’s administrator responsible for modal programs and activities shall:

1. Advise and assist the director in the development of aeronautics, including but not
limited to the location of air terminals; accessibility of air terminals by other modes of
public transportation; protective zoning provisions considering safety factors, noise, and air
pollution; facilities for private and commercial aircraft; air freight facilities; and such other
physical and technical aspects as may be necessary to meet present and future needs.

2. Advise and assist the director in the study of local and regional transportation of goods
and people including intracity and intercity bus systems, dial-a-bus facilities, rural and urban
bus and taxi systems, the collection of data from these systems, the study of the feasibility of
increased government subsidy assistance and the allocation of such subsidies to each mass
transportation system, the study of such other physical and technical aspects which may
be necessary to meet present and future needs, and the application for, acceptance of, and
expending of federal, state, or private funds for the improvement of mass transit.

3. Advise and assist the director in the development of transportation systems and
programs for improving passenger and freight services.

4. Advise and assist the director in developing programs in anticipation of railroad
abandonment, including:

a. Development and evaluation of programs which will encourage improvement of rail
freight and the upgrading of rail lines in order to improve freight service.

b. Advising the director when it may appear in the best interest of the state to assume the
role of advocate in railroad abandonments and railroad rate schedules.

5. Develop and maintain a federal-state relationship of programs relating to railroad
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safety enforcement, track standards, rail equipment, operating rules, and transportation of
hazardous materials.

6. Make surveys, plans, and estimates of cost for the elimination of danger at railroad
crossings on highways and confer with local and railroad officials with reference to
elimination of the danger.

7. Advise and assist the director in the conduct of research on railroad-highway grade
crossings and encourage and develop a safety program in order to reduce injuries or fatalities
including but not limited to the following:

a. The establishment of standards for warning devices for particularly hazardous
crossings or for classes of crossings on highways, which standards shall be designed to
reduce injuries, fatalities, and property damage. Such standards shall regulate the use of
warning devices and signs, which shall be in addition to the requirements of section 327G.2.
Implementation of such standards shall be the responsibility of the government agency
or department or political subdivision having jurisdiction and control of the highway and
such implementation shall be deemed adequate for the purposes of railroad grade crossing
protection. The department, or the political subdivision having jurisdiction, may direct the
installation of temporary protection while awaiting installation of permanent protection. A
railroad crossing shall not be found to be particularly hazardous for any purpose unless the
department has determined it to be particularly hazardous.

b. The development and adoption of classifications of crossings on public highways
based upon their characteristics, conditions, and hazards, and standards for warning
devices, signals, and signs of each crossing classification. The department shall recommend
a schedule for implementation of the standards to the government agency, department, or
political subdivision having jurisdiction of the highway and shall provide an annual report
to the general assembly on the development and adoption of classifications and standards
under this paragraph and their implementation, including information about financing
installation of warning devices, signals, and signs. The department shall not be liable for
the development or adoption of the classifications or standards. A government agency,
department, or political subdivision shall not be liable for failure to implement the standards.
A crossing warning or improvement installed or maintained pursuant to standards adopted
by the department under this paragraph shall be deemed an adequate and appropriate
warning for the crossing.

8. Advise and assist the director to assure availability, efficiency, and productivity of
freight and passenger services and to promote the coordination of service between all
transportation modes.

9. Advise and assist the director with studies of regulatory changes deemed necessary to
effectuate economical and efficient railroad service.

10. Advise and assist the director regarding agreements with railroad corporations for the
restoration, conservation, or improvement of railroad as defined in section 327D.2, subsection
3, on such terms, conditions, rates, rentals, or subsidy levels as may be in the best interest of
the state. The commission may enter into contracts and agreements which are binding only
to the extent that appropriations have been or may subsequently be made by the legislature
to effectuate the purposes of this subsection.

11. Administer chapters 324A, 327C through 327H, 327J, 328, 329, and 330.

12. Administer programs and activities in chapters 306D, 307C, 308A, and 315.

13. Perform such other duties and responsibilities as may be assigned by the director.

14. Promote river transportation and coordinate river programs with other transportation
modes.

15. Advise and assist the director in the development of river transportation and port
facilities in the state.

[C75, 77, §307.26, 327H.19; C79, 81, §307.26]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1920, 1921; 90 Acts, ch 1233, §13; 94 Acts, ch 1199, §50; 2006 Acts, ch
1010, §84; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §11; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §45

Referred to in §321.342
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307.27 Motor vehicles, motor carriers, and drivers.

The department’s administrator responsible for the enforcement and regulation of motor
carriers, registration of motor vehicles, and licensing of drivers shall:

1. Administer and supervise the registration of motor vehicles and the licensing of drivers
pursuant to chapter 321.

2. Administer and supervise the licensing of motor vehicle manufacturers, distributors,
and dealers pursuant to chapter 322.

3. Administer the inspection of motor vehicles pursuant to chapter 321.

4. Administer motor vehicle registration reciprocity pursuant to chapter 326.

5. Administer the provisions of chapters 321A, 321E, 321F, and 321J relating to motor
vehicle financial responsibility, the implied consent law, the movement of vehicles of
excessive size and weight, and the leasing and renting of vehicles.

6. Administer the regulation of motor vehicle franchisers pursuant to chapter 322A.

7. Administer the regulation of motor carriers pursuant to chapters 325A, 326, and 327B.

8. Administer the registration of interstate authority of motor carriers pursuant to chapter
327B as provided in 49 U.S.C. §14504a and United States department of transportation
regulations.

9. Administer chapters 321C, 321D, 321H, 321L, 321M, and 322C.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.27]

86 Acts, ch 1220, §27; 86 Acts, ch 1245, §1922; 90 Acts, ch 1233, §14; 98 Acts, ch 1100, §39,
40; 2003 Acts, ch 108, §53; 2011 Acts, ch 38, §1; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §12

307.28 Prorating departmental costs.

The director shall, with the approval of the commission, prorate the costs of the department
which will be expended for highways and such costs shall be paid from money appropriated
from the road use tax fund. Prorated costs payable from the road use tax fund shall be
based upon that portion of the department’s duties related to the construction, maintenance,
and supervision of the public highways within the state or for the payment of bonds issued
for the construction of public highways and the payment of interest on such bonds. The
general assembly shall appropriate from the general fund of the state the remaining necessary
departmental costs.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307.28]

307.29 Reserved.

307.30 Federal tax compliance.

The department shall adopt rules under chapter 17A to provide for certification of federal
heavy vehicle use tax collections required by the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of
1982.

83 Acts, ch 9, §2, 8

307.31 Periodic review of revenues — evaluation of alternative funding sources.

1. The department shall periodically review the current revenue levels of the road use tax
fund and the sufficiency of those revenues for the projected construction and maintenance
needs of city, county, and state governments in the future. The department shall submit
a written report to the general assembly regarding its findings by December 31 every five
years, beginning in 2011. The report may include recommendations concerning funding
levels needed to support the future mobility and accessibility for users of Iowa’s public road
system.

2. The department shall evaluate alternative funding sources for road maintenance and
construction and report to the general assembly at least every five years on the advantages
and disadvantages and the viability of alternative funding mechanisms. The department’s
evaluation of alternative funding sources may be included in the report submitted to the
general assembly under subsection 1.

2007 Acts, ch 200, §5
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307.32 Annual report — secondary road construction program — structurally deficient
bridges.

On or before February 15 of each year, the department, in collaboration with the Iowa
county engineers association, shall compile the annual reports received from counties
pursuant to sections 309.22 and 309.22A into a cumulative report and submit the cumulative
report in electronic format to the chairpersons of the senate and house of representatives
standing committees on transportation and the legislative services agency.

2016 Acts, ch 1072, §1; 2018 Acts, ch 1077, §1

307.33 and 307.34 Reserved.
307.35 Inspectors to perform several functions. Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15.

307.36 Project needs — retention of property.

It is the intent of the general assembly that not later than July 1, 1992, the state department
of transportation shall dispose of all right-of-way owned by the department and not needed
for projects. In determining need, the department shall consider both its five-year program
requirements and its long-range, statewide corridor development needs, including the
development of the network of commercial and industrial highways. The department
may also act to preserve right-of-way for improvements to the network of commercial and
industrial highways by acquiring options, easements, rights of first refusal, or other property
interests less than fee title. In determining need based upon long-range, statewide corridor
development, the department shall give careful consideration to economically depressed
urban areas not served directly by the national system of interstate and defense highways.

83 Acts, ch 114, §1; 89 Acts, ch 134, §3

307.37 Motor vehicle fraud and odometer law enforcement.

The department shall investigate and prosecute violators of the laws concerning motor
vehicle fraud including, but not limited to, the state and federal odometer law. The department
shall refer available evidence concerning a possible violation of the laws concerning motor
vehicle fraud including, but not limited to, section 321.71 or the federal odometer law or a rule
or order issued under section 321.71 or the federal odometer law, to the attorney general. The
attorney general, with or without the referral, may institute appropriate criminal proceedings
or may direct the case to the appropriate county attorney to institute appropriate criminal
proceedings. The attorney general may use those funds available to the department of justice
for this purpose and law enforcement agencies may be reimbursed for expenses incurred in
the enforcement of those laws, rules, or orders with the approval of the attorney general.

84 Acts, ch 1305, §45; 88 Acts, ch 1089, §1

Referred to in §321.477

307.38 Public transit loan. Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 114, §54.

307.39 Reserved.

307.40 Copies of contracts to legislative services agency.

The department shall give a copy of each contract for construction or reconstruction of
roads, streets, or bridges entered into by the department in which the contract price is for

five million dollars or more to the legislative services agency.
88 Acts, ch 1278, §26; 2003 Acts, ch 35, §45, 49

307.41 and 307.42 Reserved.
307.43 Federal donations. Repealed by 2015 Acts, ch 123, §15.

307.44 Use of federal moneys — cooperation.
1. If funds are allotted or appropriated by the government of the United States for the
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improvement of transportation facilities and services in this state, the department may
cooperate with the government of the United States, and any agency or department thereof,
in the planning, acquisition, contract letting, construction, improvement, maintenance, and
operation of transportation facilities and services in this state; may comply with the federal
statutes and rules; and may cooperate with the federal government in the expenditure of the
federal funds.

2. Inorder to avoid delays, payment for the street and highway projects or improvements
constructed in cooperation with the federal government may be advanced from the primary
road fund.

86 Acts, ch 1244, §39; 93 Acts, ch 87, §2; 2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94

Referred to in §263B.6

307.45 State-owned lands — assessment.

1. Cities and counties may assess the cost of a public improvement against the state when
the improvement benefits property owned by the state and under the jurisdiction and control
of the department. The director shall pay from the primary road fund the portion of the cost
of the improvement which would be legally assessable against the land if privately owned.

2. Assessments against property under the jurisdiction of the department shall be made
in the same manner as those made against private property, except that the city or county
making the assessment shall cause a copy of the public notice of hearing to be mailed to the
director by certified mail.

3. Assessments against property owned by the state and not under the jurisdiction and
control of the department shall be made in the same manner as those made against private
property and payment shall be subject to authorization by the executive council. There
is appropriated from moneys in the general fund not otherwise appropriated an amount
necessary to pay the expense authorized by the executive council.

86 Acts, ch 1244, §40; 91 Acts, ch 268, §511; 2009 Acts, ch 179, §77; 2011 Acts, ch 131, §33,
158; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §13

Referred to in §312.2, 312.4, 313.4, 384.56

307.46 Use of reversions.

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 8.33 or any other provision of law to the
contrary, if on June 30 of a fiscal year a balance of an operational appropriation remains
unexpended or unencumbered, not more than fifty percent of the balance may be encumbered
by the department and used as provided in this section and the remaining balance shall be
deposited in the fund from which the money was appropriated. The department shall not
encumber an amount in excess of five hundred thousand dollars under this section in any
fiscal year. Moneys encumbered under this section shall be used by the department during
the succeeding fiscal year for employee training and for technology enhancement. Moneys
which are encumbered under this section but not used shall revert to the fund from which
the money was appropriated on June 30 of the succeeding fiscal year.

2. On or before June 30 of the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which funds were
encumbered under this section, the department shall report to the joint transportation,
infrastructure, and capitals appropriations subcommittee, the legislative services agency, the
department of management, the general assembly’s standing committees on government
oversight, and the legislative fiscal committee of the legislative council detailing how the
moneys were expended. Moneys shall not be encumbered under this section from an
appropriation which received a transfer from another appropriation pursuant to section 8.39.

3. For purposes of this section, “operational appropriation” means an appropriation from
the road use tax fund or primary road fund providing for salaries, support, maintenance, and
miscellaneous purposes.

99 Acts, ch 120, §1, 5; 2003 Acts, ch 35, §45, 49; 2016 Acts, ch 1073, §94

307.47 Materials and equipment revolving fund — annual purchase report.

1. The highway materials and equipment revolving fund is created from moneys
appropriated out of the primary road fund. From this fund shall be paid all costs for materials
and supplies, inventoried stock supplies, maintenance and operational costs of equipment,
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and equipment replacements incurred in the operation of centralized purchasing under the
supervision of the administrator responsible for highway programs and activities. Direct
salaries and expenses properly chargeable to direct salaries shall be paid from the fund. For
each month the administrator responsible for the operations and finances of the department
shall render a statement to each highway unit for the actual cost of materials and supplies,
operational and maintenance costs of equipment, and equipment depreciation used. The
expense shall be paid by the administrator responsible for the operations and finances of the
department in the same manner as other interdepartmental billings are paid. The sum paid
shall be credited to the highway materials and equipment revolving fund.

2. If surplus accrues to the revolving fund in excess of one hundred thousand dollars for
which there is no anticipated need or use, the governor shall order that surplus reverted to
the primary road fund.

3. When a highway unit shares equipment with another administrative unit of the
department, the director shall prorate the costs of the equipment among the administrative
units using the equipment.

4. The department shall present a purchase report to the legislative services agency prior
to the beginning of each regular annual session of the general assembly. The report shall
cover all equipment and vehicle purchases through the highway materials and equipment
revolving fund during the preceding fiscal year.

86 Acts, ch 1244, §41; 88 Acts, ch 1278, §27; 2003 Acts, ch 35, §45, 49; 2015 Acts, ch 123,
§14

Referred to in §12.28

307.48 Longevity pay.

1. An employee of the department who was hired by the state highway commission on
or before June 30, 1971, is entitled to longevity pay. An employee eligible for longevity pay
under this section whose employment is terminated on or after July 1, 1971, if reemployed
by the department, forfeits any right the employee may have had to longevity pay.

2. Anemployee under the supervision of the department’s administrator of highways who
became an employee of the state department of transportation on July 1, 1974, retains all
rights to longevity pay so long as the employee continues employment with the department.

3. An employee of the office of motor vehicle enforcement of the department of
transportation on June 30, 2023, who is transferred to the department of public safety
pursuant to 2023 Acts, ch. 85, retains all rights to longevity pay.

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1925; 88 Acts, ch 1158, §63; 2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94; 2020 Acts, ch 1063,

§134; 2023 Acts, ch 85, §9
Referred to in §8A.439
NEW subsection 3

307.49 Contract bids.

1. A bidder awarded a contract with the department shall disclose the names of all
subcontractors, who will work on the project being bid or who the bidder anticipates will
work on the project being bid, within forty-eight hours after the award of the contract. If
a subcontractor named by a bidder awarded a contract is replaced, or if the cost of work
to be done by a subcontractor is reduced, the bidder shall disclose the name of the new
subcontractor or the amount of the reduced cost. If a subcontractor is added by a bidder
awarded a contract, the bidder shall disclose the name of the new subcontractor.

2. The department shall issue electronic project bid notices for distribution to the targeted
small business internet site located at the economic development authority. The notices shall
be provided to the targeted small business marketing manager forty-eight hours prior to the
issuance of all project bid notices. The notices shall contain a description of the project, a
point of contact for each project, and any subcontract goals included in the bid.

90 Acts, ch 1161, §3; 98 Acts, ch 1212, §5; 2011 Acts, ch 118, §85, 89; 2013 Acts, ch 90, §257
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CHAPTER 307A
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Referred to in §461.11

307A.1 Definitions. 307A.5 Compensation — commission
307A.1A Transportation commission. members.

307A.2 Commission duties. 307A.6 Commission meetings.
307A.3 Conflict of interest. 307A.7 Expenses.

307A.4 Vacancies on commission. 307A.8 Removal from office.

307A.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Commission” means the state transportation commission of the state department of
transportation.

2. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §307A.1]

307A.1A Transportation commission.

1. There is created a state transportation commission which shall consist of seven
members, not more than four of whom shall be from the same political party. The governor
shall appoint the members of the state transportation commission for a term of four years
beginning at 12:01 a.m. on July 1 in the year of appointment and expiring at 12:00 midnight
on June 30 in the year of expiration, subject to confirmation by the senate.

2. The commission shall meet in July of each year for the purpose of electing one of its
members as chairperson.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §16; 2018 Acts, ch 1065, §2 - 4

Referred to in §69.19, 307.1

Confirmation, see §2.32

2018 amendment applies to members appointed and confirmed on or after January 1, 2018; the term of office of any current member
appointed and confirmed prior to January 1, 2018, is extended from 12:00 midnight on April 30 to 12:00 midnight on June 30 in the year of
expiration of the member’s term of office; 2018 Acts, ch 1065, §4

307A.2 Commission duties.

Said commission shall:

1. Develop, coordinate, and annually update a comprehensive transportation policy and
plan for the state.

2. Promote the coordinated and efficient use of all available modes of transportation
for the benefit of the state and its citizens including but not limited to the designation and
development of multimodal public transfer facilities if carriers or other private businesses
fail to develop such facilities.

3. Prepare, adopt, and cause to be published a long-range program for the primary road
system, in conjunction with the state transportation plan adopted by the commission. Such
program shall be prepared for a period of at least five years and shall be revised, brought
up-to-date, and republished at least once every year in order to have a continuing five-year
program. The program shall include, insofar as such estimates can be made, an estimate of
the money expected to become available during the period covered by the program and a
statement of the construction, maintenance, and other work planned to be performed during
such period. The commission shall conduct periodic reinspections of the primary roads in
order to revise, from time to time, its estimates of future needs to conform to the physical
and service conditions of the primary roads. Before the last day of December of each year,
the commission shall adopt and cause to be published from its long-range program, a plan
of improvements to be accomplished during the next calendar year. However, in years when
the federal government is reauthorizing federal highway funding, the commission shall
not be required to adopt and publish the annual plan of improvements to be accomplished
until at least ninety days from the enactment of the new federal funding formula. This
annual program shall list definite projects in order of urgency and shall include a reasonable
year’s work with the funds estimated to be available. The annual program shall be final
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and followed by the commission in the next year except that deviations may be made in
case of disaster or other unforeseen emergencies or difficulties. The relative urgency of the
proposed improvements shall be determined by a consideration of the physical condition,
safety, and service characteristics of the various primary roads.

4. Adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A establishing the criteria to be used by the
commission for allocating funds as a result of any long-range planning process. The
commission shall adopt such rules and regulations in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 17A as it may deem necessary to transact its business and for the administration
and exercise of its powers and duties.

5. Identify, within the primary road system, a network of commercial and industrial
highways in accordance with section 313.2A. The improvement of this network shall be
considered in the development of the long-range program and plan of improvements under
this section.

6. Approve all rules prior to their adoption by the director pursuant to section 307.12,
subsection 1, paragraph “j”.

[C97, §1532; S13, §1532; SS15, §1527-s1, -s2; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4626, 4631, 4632, 4633;
C46, 50, 54, 58, §307.5, 308.1, 308.3, 308.4; C62, 66, 71, 73, §307.5; C75, 77, 79, 81, §307A.2]

84 Acts, ch 1043, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1245, §1926; 88 Acts, ch 1019, §1; 89 Acts, ch 134, §4; 90
Acts, ch 1253, §120; 92 Acts, ch 1100, §2; 96 Acts, ch 1064, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1126, §2; 98 Acts,
ch 1075, §7; 2002 Acts, ch 1063, §7, 8, 16; 2005 Acts, ch 20, §3; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §17 - 20;
2016 Acts, ch 1073, §95

307A.3 Conflict of interest.

A person shall not serve as a member of the commission if the person has an interest in
a contract or job of work or material or the profits thereof or service to be performed for
the department. Any member of the commission who accepts employment with or acquires
any stock, bonds, or other interest in any company or corporation doing business with the
department shall be disqualified from remaining a member of the commission.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §21

307A.4 Vacancies on commission.

Any vacancy in the membership of the commission shall be filled in the same manner as
regular appointments are made for the unexpired portion of the regular term. In the event the
governor fails to make an appointment to fill a vacancy or fails to submit the appointment to
the senate for confirmation as required by section 2.32, the senate may make the appointment
prior to adjournment of the general assembly.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §22

307A.5 Compensation — commission members.
Each member of the commission shall be compensated as provided in section 7E.6.
2015 Acts, ch 123, §23

307A.6 Commission meetings.

The commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson or when any four members of the
commission file a written request with the chairperson for a meeting. Written notice of the
time and place of each meeting shall be given to each member of the commission. A majority
of the commission members shall constitute a quorum.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §24

307A.7 Expenses.

Members of the commission shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties. All expenses and salaries shall be paid from appropriations
for such purposes and the commission shall be subject to the budget requirements of chapter
8.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §25
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307A.8 Removal from office.

Any member of the commission may be removed for any of the causes and in the manner
provided in chapter 66 and such removal shall not be in lieu of any other punishment that
may be prescribed by the laws of this state.

2015 Acts, ch 123, §26

CHAPTER 307B
RESERVED

CHAPTER 307C
MISSOURI RIVER BARGE COMPACT

Referred to in §307.26

COMPACT BETWEEN IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI, AND ADMINISTRATION AND INTERPRETATION OF COMPACT
NEBRASKA FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MISSOURI
RIVER FOR BARGE TRAFFIC 307C.2 Jurisdiction and control.
307C.1 Missouri river barge compact. 307C.3 Duties of the state department of
transportation.
307C.4 Liberal interpretation.
307C.5 No conflict of local functions.

COMPACT BETWEEN IOWA,
KANSAS, MISSOURI, AND NEBRASKA
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE MISSOURI RIVER
FOR BARGE TRAFFIC

307C.1 Missouri river barge compact.

The Missouri river interstate barge compact is enacted into law and entered into with all
other states which legally join in the compact in substantially the following form:

1. Article I. The purposes of this compact are to provide for planning for the most
efficient use of the waters of the Missouri river, to increase the amount of barge traffic on
that segment of the Missouri river below Sioux City, Iowa, to take necessary steps to develop
the Missouri river and its banks to handle more barge traffic than is presently handled, to
encourage barge use on that segment of the Missouri river for transporting bulk goods,
especially farm commodities, to insure that the intended increase in barge traffic does
not impose unacceptable damage on the Missouri river in all its various uses, including
agriculture, wildlife management, and recreational opportunities, to consider the effects
of diversion of the waters of the Missouri river on navigation, and to promote joint action
between the compact parties to accomplish these purposes. The purposes of the compact do
not include lobbying activities against user fees for barge traffic and such activities under
this compact are prohibited.

2. Article II. 1t is the responsibility of the four states to accomplish the purposes in
article I through the official in each state charged with the duty of administering the public
waters and to collect and correlate through those officials the data necessary for the proper
administration of the compact. Those officials may, by unanimous action, adopt rules and
regulations to accomplish the purposes of this compact.

3. Article III. The states of Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska agree that within a
reasonable time they shall fulfill the obligations of this compact and that each shall authorize
the proper official or agency in its state to take the necessary steps to promote barge use and
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develop the Missouri river as it flows between and within the compact states for additional
barge traffic.

4. Article IV. This compact does not limit the powers granted in any other act to enter
into interstate or other agreements relating to the Missouri river flowing between and within
the compact states, alter the relations between the respective internal responsibilities of
the government of a party state and its subdivisions, or impair or affect any rights, powers,
or jurisdiction of the United States, or those acting by or under its authority, in, over, and
to those waters of the Missouri river. Adoption of this compact by the general assembly
shall not require the signatory states to adopt any legislation or to appropriate funds for its
implementation.

5. Article V.

a. Other states having an interest in the promotion of barge traffic on the Missouri river
can join in this compact by unanimous consent of the member states.

b. Any member state can withdraw at any time by appropriate action of its legislature.

84 Acts, ch 1257, §1; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §201

ADMINISTRATION AND
INTERPRETATION OF COMPACT

307C.2 Jurisdiction and control.

The state department of transportation has jurisdiction and authority to implement the
Missouri river barge compact.

84 Acts, ch 1257, §2

307C.3 Duties of the state department of transportation.

The state department of transportation shall, with the cooperation of the economic
development authority, the department of natural resources, and the member states’ officials
or agencies, take the necessary steps to achieve the purposes set forth in this chapter.

84 Acts, ch 1257, §3; 2011 Acts, ch 118, §85, 89

307C.4 Liberal interpretation.

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate its purposes. The compact
is severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared to
be contrary to the constitution of any state or of the United States or the applicability of the
compact to any government, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of
the remainder of this compact and the applicability of it to any government, agency, person or
circumstance shall not be affected. If this compact is held to be contrary to the constitution
of any state participating in the compact, the compact shall remain in full force and effect
as to the remaining party states and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to all
severable matters.

84 Acts, ch 1257, §4

307C.5 No conflict of local functions.

The Missouri river barge compact does not supersede or limit the functions, powers,
duties and discretions of counties, townships, school districts, cities, levee districts, drainage
districts, levee and drainage districts, or any other governmental subdivisions or of their
governing officials.

84 Acts, ch 1257, §5

CHAPTER 307D
RESERVED
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CHAPTER 308
MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY

Referred to in §15.108

308.1 Planning commission. 308.6 Transferring jurisdiction.
308.2 Assent to federal Act. 308.7 Duties of department of natural
308.3 Definitions. resources.
308.4 Transportation commission 308.8 Agreements authorized.

duties. 308.9 Establishing locations for the
308.5 Jurisdiction and control. highway.

308.1 Planning commission.

1. The Mississippi parkway planning commission shall be composed of ten members
appointed by the governor, five members to be appointed for two-year terms beginning July
1, 1959, and five members to be appointed for four-year terms beginning July 1, 1959. In
addition to the above members there shall be seven advisory ex officio members who shall
be as follows:

One member from the state transportation commission.

One member from the natural resource commission.

One member from the state soil conservation and water quality committee.
One member from the state historical society of Iowa.

e. One member from the faculty of the landscape architectural division of the Iowa state
university of science and technology.

f. One member from the economic development authority.

g. One member from the environmental protection commission.

2. Members and ex officio members shall serve without pay, but the actual and necessary
expenses of members and ex officio members may be paid if the commission so orders and
if the commission has funds available for that purpose.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308.1; 82 Acts, ch 1199, §61, 96]

2003 Acts, ch 108, §54; 2011 Acts, ch 118, §84, 89; 2017 Acts, ch 159, §54; 2018 Acts, ch
1041, §78

a0 o

308.2 Assent to federal Act.

The general assembly of the state of Iowa hereby declares that the intent of this chapter
is to assent to any Act of the United States Congress authorizing the development of any
national parkway located wholly or partly within the state of Iowa, to the full extent that
is necessary to secure any benefits under such Act, provided that the hunting of migratory
game birds and other game and fishing shall not be prohibited or otherwise restricted by
the United States government or any of its designated agencies in control of said project,
and to authorize the appropriate state boards, commissions, departments and the governing
bodies of counties, cities and villages and especially the state transportation commission to
cooperate in the planning and development of all national parkways that may be proposed for
development in Iowa, with any agency or department of the government of the United States
in which is vested the necessary authority to construct or otherwise develop such national
parkways. Whenever authority shall exist for the planning and development of any national
parkway, of which any portion shall be located in the state of Iowa, it shall be the duty of
the state transportation commission to make such investigations and studies in cooperation
with the appropriate federal agency, and such state boards, commissions, and departments
as shall have an interest in such parkway development, to the extent that shall be desirable
and necessary in order to provide that the state shall secure all advantages that may accrue
through such parkway development and that the interests of the counties, cities, and villages
along the route shall be served.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308.2]

98 Acts, ch 1199, §1, 27; 98 Acts, ch 1223, §30
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308.3 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

1. “Conservation area” means land in which the state department of transportation or the
department of natural resources has acquired rights, other than that land necessary for a
right-of-way.

2. “Great river road” means a scenic and recreational highway consisting of a designated
system of roads and streets along the Mississippi river in this state.

3. “National parkway” has the same meaning as defined in Pub. L. No. 93-87, first session,
Ninety-third Congress of the United States.

4. “Right-of-way” means land area dedicated to public use for a highway and its
maintenance, and includes land acquired in fee simple or by permanent easement for
highway purposes, but does not include temporary easements or rights for supplementary
highway appurtenances.

5. “A scenic and recreational highway” means a public highway designated to allow
enjoyment of aesthetic and scenic views, points of historical, archaeological and scientific
interest, state parks and other recreational areas and includes both the right-of-way and
conservation area.

6. “Scenic easement” means a servitude which is acquired by gift, purchase, exchange or
condemnation and is designed to permit land to remain in private ownership for its normal
agricultural, residential or other use and, at the same time, to restrict and control the future
use of the land for the purpose of preserving, restoring or enhancing the natural and historic
beauty of the land subject to the scenic easement.

7. “Secretary”, “parkway”, “scenic landscape”, “sightly or safety easement”, “access”,
“parkway road”, “parkway development”, “frontage” and other similar terms have the same
meaning as defined in any Act of the Congress of the United States related to a national
parkway.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308.3]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1928; 2006 Acts, ch 1010, §85; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §44

308.4 Transportation commission duties.

1. The state transportation commission shall make such investigations, surveys, studies
and plans in connection with any proposed national parkway or parkway development as
it shall deem necessary or desirable to determine if the proposed development is under the
terms of the Act of the United States Congress applicable to such parkway or any regulations
under such Act and is advantageous to the state. Such parkway development may be any
portion of the proposed parkway which is proposed to be constructed as a project under such
Act.

2. The state transportation commission, with the cooperation of the department of
natural resources, shall plan, designate, and establish the exact routing of the great river
road, utilizing the general guidelines established in Tit. 23, United States Code.

3. The director of transportation, with the cooperation of the department of natural
resources, shall:

a. Acquire all rights in land necessary for reconstruction or relocation of any portions
of the great river road where reconstruction or relocation is imperative for the safety of the
traveling public, or where the condition or location of existing segments of the highway is
not in keeping with the intent of this chapter. Acquisitions of such rights in land shall be by
gift, purchase, exchange, or by instituting and maintaining proceedings for condemnation.
Gift, purchase, exchange, and condemnation include acquisition of a scenic easement. A
scenic easement acquired under this chapter constitutes an easement both at law and in
equity, and all legal and equitable remedies, including prohibitory and mandatory injunctions,
are available to protect and enforce the state’s interest in such scenic easements. A scenic
easement acquired under this chapter is deemed to be appurtenant to the roadway to which
it is adjacent or from which it is visible. The duties created by a scenic easement acquired
under this chapter are binding upon and enforceable against the original owner of the land
subject to the scenic easement and the original owner’s heirs, successors, and assigns in
perpetuity, unless the instrument creating the scenic easement expressly provides for a lesser
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duration. A court shall not declare a scenic easement acquired under this chapter to have been
extinguished or to have become unenforceable by virtue of changed conditions or frustration
of purpose.

b. Accept and administer state, federal, and any other public or private funds made
available for the acquisition of rights in land and for the planning and construction or
reconstruction of any segment of the great river road, and state and federal funds for the
maintenance of that part of the great river road constituting the right-of-way.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308.4; 81 Acts, ch 14, §23]

83 Acts, ch 198, §17; 85 Acts, ch 108, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1245, §1929; 86 Acts, ch 1246, §28;
2008 Acts, ch 1032, §45

Referred to in §308.7

308.5 Jurisdiction and control.

Jurisdiction and control of the great river road is vested as provided in section 306.4.
[C75, 77, 79, 81, §308.5]

85 Acts, ch 108, §2

308.6 Transferring jurisdiction.

The director of transportation, with the concurrence of the department of natural resources,
shall transfer jurisdiction of any adjacent conservation area to the department of natural
resources upon completion of a new segment of the great river road.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §308.6]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1930

308.7 Duties of department of natural resources.

The department of natural resources, with the cooperation of the director of transportation,
shall:

1. Control the conservation area acquired by the director of transportation.

2. Protect all scenic easements.

3. Maintain, improve, and beautify according to plans made under section 308.4,
subsection 2, all conservation areas, including the establishment of off-road-vehicle trails,
equestrian trails and hiking paths.

4. Accept and administer state, federal and any other public or private funds made
available for the maintenance, improvement and beautification of conservation areas.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §308.7]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1931

308.8 Agreements authorized.

The director of transportation and the department of natural resources may enter into
agreements with the United States secretary of transportation, as provided under the United
States Code, Tit. 23 relating to the scenic and recreational highway system, and with any
other agency and jurisdiction, and take action in the name of the state to comply with the
terms of any agreement.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §308.8]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1932

308.9 Establishing locations for the highway.

1. a. When, as a result of its investigations and studies, the state transportation
commission, in cooperation with the department of natural resources, finds that there may
be a need in the future for the development and construction or reconstruction of segments
of the great river road, and when the state transportation commission determines that in
order to prevent conflicting costly economic development on areas of lands to be available
for the great river road when needed for future development, there is need to establish and
to inform the public of the approximate location and widths of new or improved segments
of the great river road to be needed, the state transportation commission may proceed to
establish the location and the approximate widths in the manner provided in this section.
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b. The state transportation commission shall give notice and hold a public hearing on
the matter in a convenient place in the area to be affected by the proposed improvement
of the great river road. The state transportation commission shall consider and evaluate the
testimony presented at the public hearing and shall make a study and prepare a map showing
the location of the proposed new or reconstructed segment of the great river road and the
approximate widths of right-of-way needed. The map shall show the existing roadway and
the property lines and record owners of lands to be needed. The approval of the map shall be
recorded by reference in the state transportation commission’s minutes, and a notice of the
action and a copy of the map showing the lands or interest in the lands needed in any county
shall be filed in the office of the county recorder of that county. Notice of the action and of the
filing shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, and within
sixty days following the filing, notice of the filing shall be served by registered mail on the
owners of record on the date of filing. Using the same procedures for approval, notice and
publications, and notice to the affected record owners, the state transportation commission
may amend the map.

2. After such location is established, within the area of the great river road as shown
on the map or in such proximity to it as to result in consequential damages when the
rights in land for the great river road are acquired, a person shall not erect or move in any
additional structure or rebuild, alter or add to any existing structure, without giving to the
state transportation commission by registered mail sixty days’ notice of such contemplated
construction, alteration, or addition describing the same. However, this prohibition and
requirement shall not apply to any normal or emergency repairs or replacements which
are necessary to maintain an existing structure of a facility in approximately its previously
existing functioning condition. When the rights in land for a segment of the great river road
are acquired, damages shall not be allowed for any construction, alterations, or additions
in violation of this subsection.

3. Without limiting any authority otherwise existing, rights in land needed for the great
river road may be acquired at any time by the state, the county, or the municipality in which
such segment of the great river road is located. If an owner’s contiguous land is acquired to
an extent which is less than the total amount shown on the map as needed, consequential
damages to the land not acquired shall be allowed as found to exist.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, §308.5; C75, 77, 79, 81, §308.9]

88 Acts, ch 1158, §64; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §8; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §46

CHAPTER 308A
RECREATIONAL BIKEWAYS

Referred to in §307.26

308A.1 Department of natural 308A.2 Funds.
resources and transportation 308A.3 Certain elevated structures
commissions to cooperate. prohibited — exception.

308A.1 Department of natural resources and transportation commissions to cooperate.

1. The department of natural resources, in consultation with the state transportation
commission, is hereby authorized to establish recreational bikeways within this state for
the use, enjoyment, and participation of the public in bicycling, not including the use of
motorized bicycles as defined in section 321.1. The routes established for such bikeways
shall be designed to maximize the safety of cyclists and motorists and may utilize secondary
roads when the normal flow of motor vehicle traffic will not be hindered, as well as other
infrequently traveled roads, streets, parkways, and appropriate thoroughfares. Such
bikeways shall be routed, wherever possible, to allow the enjoyment of scenic views and
points of historical interest, and may connect state parks and other recreational areas
throughout the state.
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2. Bikeway routes shall be clearly marked with appropriate signs to guide cyclists
and to alert motorists. Such signs shall be placed at intervals and designed in such
form as prescribed by the department of natural resources in consultation with the state
transportation commission.

3. The department of natural resources is hereby authorized to cooperate with county
conservation boards, boards of supervisors, city councils, or any private organizations
interested in the establishment of bikeways, and may consult with such groups in the
planning of appropriate bikeway routes and related activities.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308A.1]

2017 Acts, ch 54, §76; 2021 Acts, ch 125, §1

Referred to in §308A.2

308A.2 Funds.

The department of natural resources may accept in the name of the state funds contributed
by the groups specified in section 308A.1 and the funds shall be used exclusively in the
establishment of bikeways as provided in this chapter. Additional funds as may be necessary
in purchasing signs and otherwise carrying out the provisions of this chapter may be
expended by the department of natural resources if authorized by the general assembly
pursuant to appropriations for such purposes. The department shall be authorized to accept
and expend federal funds made available for the purposes of aiding in the implementation
of this chapter.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §308A.2]

2019 Acts, ch 59, §86

308A.3 Certain elevated structures prohibited — exception.

Bikeways and walkways approved as either incidental features of highway construction
projects primarily for motor vehicular traffic or as an independent bikeway or walkway
construction project constructed pursuant to the Highway Act of 1973, 23 U.S.C. §217, shall
not be constructed as elevated structures joining private buildings or so constructed to
provide elevated access or egress facilities to private buildings unless the portion of project
funds that is necessary to obtain federal funds is provided by private parties benefited by
the facilities.

[C77, 79, 81, §308A.3]

2018 Acts, ch 1041, §79

CHAPTER 309
SECONDARY ROADS
Referred to in §8A.311B, 307.24, 311.32, 331.362, 331.502

Subject to reciprocal resident bidder preference in §8A.311B

SUBCHAPTER I SUBCHAPTER II
SECONDARY ROAD AND BRIDGE SYSTEMS IN GENERAL COUNTY ENGINEER
309.1 Definitions. 309.17 Engineer — term.
309.2 Reserved. 309.18 Compensation.
i 309.19 Counties joining in employment.
309.3 Secondaty bridge system. 309.20 Engineers — itemized account.
309.4 through 309.9 Reserved. o .
cf ¢ 309.21 Supervision of construction and
309.10 Use o arm-tp-market road fund. maintenance work.
309.11 Systems abolished. Repealed by
98 Acts, ch 1075, §17. SUBCHAPTER III
309.12 Construction of terms. Repealed
by 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §186. CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
309.13 through 309.15 Reserved. 309.22 Construction project — progress

309.16 Duty of department. report by engineer.
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309.22A Annual report — replacement 309.53 Registration of certificate holders.
and repair of structurally 309.54 Registration of new holder.
deficient bridges. 309.55 Terminating interest.
309.23 Review by department and
operation of program.
309.24 Uniform and unified plan SUBCHAPTER V
required.
309.25 Material considerations for MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
farm-to-market roads. 309.56 Project plans. Repealed by 99
309.26 Provisional selection of roads. Acts, ch 13, §28, 29.
309.27 Report of engineer. 309.57 Area service classification.
309.28 Recommendations. 309.58 Action on bond — limitation.
309.29 Map required. 309.59 and 309.60 Reserved.
309.30 Additional estimates. 309.61 Advance payment of payrolls.
309.31 through 309.33 Reserved. 309.62 Reserved.
309.34 Record required. 309.63 Gravel beds.
309.35 When surveys required. 309.64 Reserved.
309.36 Nature of survey. 309.65 Sale of gravel bed property.
309.37 Details of survey. 309.66 Use of gravel beds.
309.38 Existing surveys. 309.67 Duties of county board of
309.39 Contracts and specifications. supervisors and the county
309.40 Advertisement and letting. engineer.
309.40A Emergency highway and bridge 309.68 Intercounty highways.
projects. 309.69 Enforcement of duty.
309.41 Optional advertisement and 309.70 through 309.73 Reserved.
letting. 309.74 Width of bridges and culverts.
309.42 Review of road, bridge or culvert 309.75 Definitions. Repealed by 2002
contracts. Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 1119, §110.
Acts, ch 13, §28, 29. 309.76 through 309.78 Reserved.
309.43 Record of bids. 309.79 Bridge specifications.
309.44 and 309.45 Reserved. 309.80 Reserved.
309.81 Record of plans.
309.82 Record of final cost.
SUBCHAPTER IV 309.83 through 309.92 Reserved.
ANTICIPATION OF FUNDS
309.46 Construction fund anticipated. SUBCHAPTER VI
309.47 Anticipatory resolution. COUNTY SECONDARY ROAD BUDGETS
309.48 Recitals.
309.49 Consecutive numbering and 309.93 Itemized statement.
payment. 309.94 Review by department.
309.50 Execution. 309.95 Amendments.
309.51 Taxation. 309.96 Operation of budgeted program.
309.52 Duty of treasurer. 309.97 Construction of law.
SUBCHAPTER I

SECONDARY ROAD AND BRIDGE SYSTEMS IN GENERAL

309.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Book”, “list”, “record”, or “schedule” kept by a county auditor, assessor, treasurer,
recorder, sheriff, or other county officer means the county system as defined in section 445.1.

2. “Bridge” includes any structure including supports, erected over a depression or an
obstruction, such as water, a highway, or railway. A bridge has a track or passageway for
carrying traffic or other moving loads and has an opening measured along the center of the
roadway of more than twenty feet. The measurement shall be between the inside faces of
abutments, the inside faces of the exterior walls of multiple box culverts, the spring lines of
arches, and the horizontal measurement of circular or elliptical structures.

a. The length of a bridge is the overall measurement from back to back of backwalls and
abutments measured along the center of the roadway.

b. Multiple pipes, where the distance between openings is less than half the smaller
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contiguous opening, may be included as a bridge, provided the pipes meet the other
definitional requirements for bridges in this subsection.

3. “Culvert” includes any structure not classified as a bridge which provides an opening
under any roadway, except that this term does not include tile crossing the road, or intakes
thereto, where the tile are a part of a tile line or system designed to aid subsurface drainage.

4. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

5. “Fiscal year” means the period of twelve months beginning on July 1 and ending on
June 30.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §309.1]

84 Acts, ch 1102, §2; 2000 Acts, ch 1148, §1; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §40, 200, 201

309.2 Reserved.

309.3 Secondary bridge system.

The secondary bridge system of a county shall embrace all bridges and culverts on
secondary roads as defined in section 306.3.

[C24, 27, §4664, 4665; C31, 35, §4644-c3; C39, §4644.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §309.3]

98 Acts, ch 1075, §9

309.4 through 309.9 Reserved.

309.10 Use of farm-to-market road fund.

1. Notwithstanding section 310.4, if the board of supervisors of a county does not
plan to utilize its farm-to-market road fund allocation for the succeeding fiscal year for
farm-to-market projects, the board may annually, by stipulation in the secondary road
construction program and secondary road budget submitted to the department in accordance
with sections 309.22 and 309.93, determine an amount of the unobligated portion of its
allocation, up to a maximum of fifty percent of its anticipated total annual allocation, for
the construction and reconstruction of local secondary roads. However, moneys from the
farm-to-market road fund shall not be so used if the moneys are needed to match federal
funds available for farm-to-market road projects.

2. A county shall not use farm-to-market road funds as described in this section unless
the total funds that the county transferred or provided during the prior fiscal year pursuant
to section 331.429, subsection 1, paragraphs “a”, “b”, “d”, and “e”, are at least seventy-five
percent of the sum of the following:

a. From the general fund of the county, the dollar equivalent of a tax of sixteen and
seven-eighths cents per thousand dollars of assessed value on all taxable property in the
county.

b. From the rural services fund of the county, the dollar equivalent of a tax of three dollars
and three-eighths of a cent per thousand dollars of assessed value on all taxable property not
located within the corporate limits of a city in the county.

[C81, S81, §309.10; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1045]

83 Acts, ch 123, §108, 208, 209; 84 Acts, ch 1102, §3; 84 Acts, ch 1178, §4; 90 Acts, ch 1267,
§29; 91 Acts, ch 258, §42; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180

Referred to in §331.401
309.11 Systems abolished. Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1075, §17.

309.12 Construction of terms. Repealed by 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §186.

309.13 through 309.15 Reserved.
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309.16 Duty of department.

The department shall when requested by the board of supervisors advise with said board
as to the manner of constructing and maintaining the secondary roads.

[C31, 35, §4644-c18; C39, §4644.16; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.16]

SUBCHAPTER II
COUNTY ENGINEER

309.17 Engineer — term.

The board of supervisors shall employ one or more licensed civil engineers as county
engineers. The board shall fix the term of employment for county engineers, which shall not
exceed three years, but the tenure of office may be terminated at any time by the board.

[C24, 27, §4641; C31, 35, §4644-c19; C39, §4644.17; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.17]

2007 Acts, ch 126, §52; 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §57

Referred to in §331.321

309.18 Compensation.

1. The board of supervisors shall fix the compensation of the county engineers.

2. The county engineers shall, in the performance of their duties, work under the
directions of the board and shall give bonds for the faithful performance of their duties in
a sum not less than two thousand nor more than five thousand dollars, to be approved by
the board.

[C24, 27, §4641; C31, 35, §4644-c20, -c21; C39, §4644.18, 4644.19; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66,
§309.18, 309.19; C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.18]

83 Acts, ch 123, §109, 209; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §63
Referred to in §331.321, 331.429
Section amended

309.19 Counties joining in employment.

The boards of supervisors of two or more counties may enter into an agreement to jointly
employ a county engineer, employ professional and clerical assistants for the engineer,
and to provide such services as can be carried on jointly and will operate to their mutual
benefit. Such agreement shall be written and entered in their respective minutes. The
engineer employed under such agreement shall be the official county engineer for each of
the respective boards and shall be employed for such term of years as shall be determined
by the boards but in no event longer than the period of time the mutual agreement between
the boards is to be in effect. The written agreement shall provide for the determination of
the cost of such joint program and the manner of allocation of the cost to each board for
inclusion in the respective budgets. The boards by mutual agreement shall designate one
board to make payments for salaries and other costs of the joint program. The board shall
be reimbursed by the other board or boards in accordance with the joint agreement. The
provisions of chapter 28E shall be applicable to this section.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.19]

2020 Acts, ch 1005, §1
Referred to in §331.321

309.20 Engineers — itemized account.

County engineers and their assistants shall file an itemized and verified account with the
board of supervisors for the reimbursement of all expenses incurred. Mileage may be claimed
as provided in section 70A.9.

[C24, 27, §4642; C31, 35, §4644-c22; C39, §4644.20; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.20]
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309.21 Supervision of construction and maintenance work.

All construction and maintenance work shall be performed under the direct and immediate
supervision of the county engineer who shall be deemed responsible for the efficient,
economical and good-faith performance of said work.

[C31, 35, §4644-c23; C39, §4644.21; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.21]

Referred to in §309.67

SUBCHAPTER III
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

309.22 Construction project — progress report by engineer.

1. On or before May 15 of each year the board of supervisors, with the assistance of the
county engineer, shall, subject to the approval of the department, adopt a secondary road
construction program which shall include a project accomplishment list for the next fiscal
year, and a project priority list for the succeeding four fiscal years based upon the construction
funds, local secondary and farm-to-market, estimated to be available for the period. Subject
to departmental approval, any project on the approved priority list may be advanced to and
constructed in the accomplishment year and the project accomplishment list may be revised
due to unforeseen conditions.

2. After the close of each fiscal year, and not later than September 15, the county
engineer shall submit an annual report to the department. The annual report shall include
a statement of the progress made toward the completion of each project contained in the
approved project accomplishment list on which work was accomplished, a statement of the
total amount expended on each project during the year, and a statement of what portion of
the work on each project was done on contract and the amount expended on each contract
for each project.

[C31, 35, §4644-c24; C39, §4644.22; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.22]

84 Acts, ch 1102, §4; 2019 Acts, ch 24, §104; 2023 Acts, ch 71, §79, 98

Referred to in §307.32, 309.10, 309.22A, 309.27

2023 amendment to subsection 1 applies to political subdivision budgets for fiscal years beginning on or after July 1, 2024; 2023 Acts,
ch 71, §98

Subsection 1 amended

309.22A Annual report — replacement and repair of structurally deficient bridges.

On or before September 15 of each year, the county engineer of each county in the state
shall certify and file a report with the department, as part of the annual report required under
section 309.22, detailing the manner in which moneys received by the county that originated
from the road use tax fund were used to replace or repair structurally deficient bridges in the
county. The report shall include all of the following:

1. The number of bridges under the county’s jurisdiction that have been replaced or
repaired to the point that they function at full capacity.

2. The number of bridges under the county’s jurisdiction that have been partially
replaced or partially repaired to alleviate some structural deficiencies, but not to the point
that the bridges function at full capacity, and a brief description of the replacements or
repairs necessary to allow them to function at full capacity.

3. The number of bridges under the county’s jurisdiction that are in the process of being
replaced or repaired and a description of the timeline of each replacement or repair project.

4. The number of bridges under the county’s jurisdiction that remain structurally deficient
and a description of the timeline for replacement or repair of each bridge, if any.

2016 Acts, ch 1072, §2; 2018 Acts, ch 1077, §2
Referred to in §307.32, 309.27
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309.23 Review by department and operation of program.

The secondary road construction program is subject to review by the department under
section 309.94 and subject to program operation requirements under section 309.96,
subsection 2.

84 Acts, ch 1102, §5

Referred to in §309.27

309.24 Uniform and unified plan required.

The secondary road construction program or project shall be planned on the basis of
one general, uniform, and unified plan for the complete and permanent construction of the
roads embraced in the program or project as to bridge, culvert, tile, and grading or other
improvements.

[C31, 35, §4644-c26; C39, §4644.24; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.24]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §135

Referred to in §309.27

309.25 Material considerations for farm-to-market roads.

In planning and in adopting the secondary road program or project by the board of
supervisors, the board and the county engineer shall give due and careful consideration,
to the location of primary roads, and of roads previously improved as county roads, to the
market centers and main roads leading thereto, and to rural mail and school bus routes. It
is the intent of this chapter that the secondary road program or project will, when finally
executed, afford the highest possible systematic, intracounty and intercounty connections of
all roads of the county.

[C31, 35, §4644-c27; C39, §4644.25; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.25]

2021 Acts, ch 80, §160
Referred to in §309.27
Farm-to-market roads, chapter 310

309.26 Provisional selection of roads.

The board after due consultation with the county engineer, shall first select in a provisional
way the roads which they then consider advisable to embrace in the secondary road program.
The board shall direct the county engineer to make a reconnaissance survey and estimate of
all of the roads selected, or of such part of the roads as, in view of the public necessity and
convenience, present the most urgent need and necessity for early construction.

[C24, 27, §4643; C31, 35, §4644-c28; C39, §4644.26; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.26]

2021 Acts, ch 80, §161
Referred to in §309.27

309.27 Report of engineer.

In addition to meeting the requirements of sections 309.22 through 309.26, the county
engineer, when so ordered by the board, shall make a written report to the board designating,
in the order of importance, the roads which, in the engineer’s judgment, are most urgently
in need of construction.

[C24, 27, §4643; C31, 35, §4644-c29; C39, §4644.27; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.27]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §136; 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §58

309.28 Recommendations.

The county engineer may in the engineer’s report recommend that certain definitely
described roads or parts of a road be omitted from or added to the provisional program or
project. In such a case, the county engineer shall clearly enter on the report the reasons for
the recommendations.

[C31, 35, §4644-c30; C39, §4644.28; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.28]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §59
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309.29 Map required.

A map of the county showing the location of the proposed program or project shall
accompany the report of the county engineer.

[C24, 27, §4644; C31, 35, §4644-c31; C39, §4644.29; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.29]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §60

309.30 Additional estimates.

Additional reconnaissance surveys and estimates may be ordered by the board when it
deems the same necessary or advisable.

[C31, 35, §4644-c32; C39, §4644.30; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.30]

309.31 through 309.33 Reserved.

309.34 Record required.

After the construction program or project is finally determined, the county auditor shall
record the same at length in a county road book.

[C24, 27, §4646; C31, 35, §4644-c36; C39, §4644.34; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.34]

309.35 When surveys required.

Before proceeding to the construction of any road or roads included in the secondary road
construction program where the grading, exclusive of bridges and culverts, is estimated to
cost over ten thousand dollars per mile, the county engineer shall cause detailed surveys and
plans for the road or roads to be prepared.

[C24, 27, §4643; C31, 35, §4644-c37; C39, §4644.35; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.35]

2001 Acts, ch 32, §2

309.36 Nature of survey.

The county engineer’s survey shall be on the basis of the permanent improvement of said
roads, as to bridge, culvert, tile, and road work.

[C24, 27, §4644; C31, 35, §4644-c38; C39, §4644.36; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.36]

2023 Acts, ch 66, §64

Section amended

309.37 Details of survey.

The county engineer’s survey shall show all of the following:

1. A division into sections of all of the roads embraced in said provisional program, a
designation of each section by some appropriate number, name, or letter, the starting point
and terminus of each section, and the mileage of each section.

2. An accurate plan and profile of the roads surveyed, showing all of the following:

Cuts and fills.

Outline of grades.

All existing permanent bridges, culverts and grades.

Proper bench marks on each bridge and culvert.

. The drainage, both surface and subdrainage, necessary to prepare said roads for
complete construction.

4. The location of all lines of tile and size thereof.

5. All necessary bridges and culverts, their length, height, and width and foundation
soundings.

6. An estimate of the watershed having relation to each bridge and culvert.

wa e oo
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7. An estimate of the construction cost of said roads on the basis of permanent bridges,
culverts, tile, and road work.

[C24, 27, §4644; C31, 35, §4644-c39; C39, §4644.37; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.37]

2011 Acts, ch 34, §76; 2020 Acts, ch 1063, §137; 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §61

309.38 Existing surveys.

The county engineer may adopt any existing survey of any road or part of a road which is
embraced in the program or project, provided that the existing survey substantially complies,
or is made to comply, with the requirements of this chapter.

[C31, 35, §4644-c40; C39, §4644.38; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.38]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §62

309.39 Contracts and specifications.

The various contracts for the carrying out of said construction program or project in the
most efficient, practicable and economical manner shall, as far as possible, be accompanied
by standard specifications, and no traveled roadway shall be less than twenty-two feet from
shoulder to shoulder.

[C31, 35, §4644-c41; C39, §4644.39; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.39]

309.40 Advertisement and letting.

All contracts for road or bridge construction work and materials for which the county
engineer’s estimate exceeds fifty thousand dollars, except surfacing materials obtained from
local pits or quarries, shall be advertised and let at a public letting.

[C24, 27, §4647; C31, 35, §4644-c42; C39, §4644.40; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.40]

91 Acts, ch 53, §1; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §65
Referred to in §309.40A, 309.41, 314.1, 314.1B, 331.341
Section amended

309.40A Emergency highway and bridge projects.

Notwithstanding section 309.40, a county may contract for the emergency repair,
restoration, or reconstruction of a highway or bridge under the county’s jurisdiction without
advertising for bids if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The emergency was caused by an unforeseen event causing the failure of a highway,
bridge, or other highway structure so that the highway is unserviceable, or where immediate
action is necessary to prevent further damage or loss.

2. The county solicits written bids from three or more contractors engaged in the type of
work needed.

3. The necessary work can be done for less than one hundred thousand dollars.

4. 1If possible, the county notifies the appropriate Iowa highway contractors’ associations
of the proposed work.

2001 Acts, ch 32, §3

Referred to in §309.41, 314.1, 331.341

309.41 Optional advertisement and letting.

1. Contracts not embraced within the provisions of section 309.40 or 309.40A shall be
either advertised and let at a public letting or, where the cost does not exceed the county
engineer’s estimate, let through informal bid procedure by contacting at least three qualified
bidders prior to letting the contract. The informal bids received together with a statement
setting forth the reasons for use of the informal procedure and bid acceptance shall be entered
in the minutes of the board of supervisors meeting at which such action was taken.

2. Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the board of supervisors
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from purchasing material and using county equipment and regularly employed county road
personnel on a project within their capability as determined by the county engineer.

[C24, 27, §4648; C31, 35, §4644-c43; C39, §4644.41; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.41]

2002 Acts, ch 1119, §41; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §66; 2023 Acts, ch 66, $66

Referred to in §331.341
Subsection 1 amended

309.42 Review of road, bridge or culvert contracts. Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 13, §28, 29.

309.43 Record of bids.

All bids received shall be publicly opened, at the time and place specified in the
advertisement, and shall be recorded in detail in the road book by the county auditor. The
county engineer shall in all instances of day labor and private or public contracts file a
detailed cost accounting sheet with the county auditor. The road book and cost sheets shall
at all times be open to public inspection.

[C24, 27, §4649; C31, 35, §4644-c45; C39, §4644.43; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §309.43]

2014 Acts, ch 1092, §67

Referred to in §331.341

309.44 and 309.45 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER IV
ANTICIPATION OF FUNDS

309.46 Construction fund anticipated.

The board before issuing anticipatory certificates shall seek the advice of the department
and issue said certificates to an amount not exceeding fifty percent of the estimated funds
which will accrue to the secondary road fund during any stated period of from one to two
years.

[C31, 35, §4644-c48; C39, §4644.46; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.46]

Referred to in §331.402, 331.478

309.47 Anticipatory resolution.

Certificates issued under this subchapter shall be authorized by a duly adopted resolution
which shall specify all of the following:

1. The secondary road funds, specifying the year or years, which are to be anticipated.

2. The amount of certificates authorized.

3. The denomination of each certificate.

4. The rate of interest which each certificate shall bear which shall not exceed that
permitted by chapter 74A, payable annually.

5. The authorization of the chairperson of the board of supervisors and of the county
auditor, respectively, to sign and countersign such certificates.

[C31, 35, §4644-c49; C39, §4644.47; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.47]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §138
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478

309.48 Recitals.

Each certificate shall recite:

1. The annual accruing secondary road funds, naming the year, of which the certificate is
anticipatory.

2. That said certificate shall be payable on or before December 31 of said year.



IV-65 SECONDARY ROADS, §309.55

3. That said certificate is payable solely from said accruing secondary road funds.
[C31, 35, §4644-c50; C39, §4644.48; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.48]

2022 Acts, ch 1032, §51
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478

309.49 Consecutive numbering and payment.
The series of certificates which anticipate the accruing of funds during a given year shall
be numbered consecutively and paid in the order of said numbering.

[C31, 35, §4644-c51; C39, §4644.49; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.49]
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478

309.50 Execution.

Upon the signing of each of said certificates by the chairperson of the board, said certificates
shall be delivered to the county auditor, who shall countersign the same, charge the county
treasurer with the amount thereof, and deliver the same to such latter officer, who shall be
responsible therefor on the county treasurer’s bond.

[C31, 35, §4644-cb52; C39, §4644.50; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.50]
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478, 331.552

309.51 Taxation.
Certificates issued under this subchapter shall be exempt from taxation.
[C31, 35, §4644-c53; C39, §4644.51; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.51]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §139
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478, 331.552

309.52 Duty of treasurer.

The treasurer shall sell the certificates in accordance with chapter 75, or if unable to sell
the certificates for par plus accrued interest, the treasurer may apply the certificates at par
plus accrued interest in payment of any warrants duly authorized and issued for secondary
road work.

[C31, 35, §4644-c54; C39, §4644.52; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.52]

83 Acts, ch 123, §110, 209

Referred to in §331.402, 331.429, 331.478, 331.552

309.53 Registration of certificate holders.

The county treasurer shall enter on a record to be kept by the county treasurer the name and
post office address of all persons to whom any of said certificates are issued, with a particular
designation of the certificates delivered to each person.

[C31, 35, §4644-c55; C39, §4644.53; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.53]
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478, 331.552

309.54 Registration of new holder.

Any subsequent holder may present certificates to the county treasurer and cause the
subsequent holder’s name and post office address to be entered in lieu of that of such former
holder.

[C31, 35, §4644-c56; C39, §4644.54; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.54]

Referred to in §331.402, 331.478, 331.552

309.55 Terminating interest.

When the accruing funds in the hands of the county treasurer, for a year covered by
anticipatory certificates, are sufficient to pay the first retirable certificate or certificates, the
county treasurer shall, by mail, as shown by the county treasurer’s records, promptly notify
the holder of such certificate of such fact, and ten days from and after the mailing of such
letter all interest on such certificates shall cease.

[C31, 35, §4644-c57; C39, §4644.55; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.55]

98 Acts, ch 1107, §3
Referred to in §331.402, 331.478, 331.552
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SUBCHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

309.56 Project plans. Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 13, §28, 29.

309.57 Area service classification.

1. The county board of supervisors, after consultation with the county engineer, and for
purposes of specifying levels of maintenance effort and access, may classify the area service
system into three classifications termed area service “A”, area service “B”, and area service
“C”.

a. Areaservice “A” classification roads shall be maintained in conformance with applicable
statutes.

b. Area service “B” classification roads may have a lesser level of maintenance as specified
by the county board of supervisors, after consultation with the county engineer.

c. Area service “C” classification roads may have restricted access and a minimal level
of maintenance as specified by the county board of supervisors after consultation with the
county engineer.

(1) Area service “C” classification roads shall adequately warn the public that access is
limited.

(2) Roads may only be classified as area service “C” by ordinance or resolution. The
ordinance or resolution shall specify the level of maintenance effort and the persons who
will have access rights to the road. The county shall only allow access to the road to the
owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession of any adjoining land, or the agent or employee
of the owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession, or to any peace officer, magistrate, or
public employee whose duty it is to supervise the use or perform maintenance of the road.
Access to the road shall be restricted by means of a gate or other barrier.

(3) An area service “C” classification shall apply to the entire portion of a road between
the road’s access points. The county board of supervisors shall not classify only part of a
road between the road’s access points, or only a bridge on the road, as area service “C”. This
subparagraph does not apply to a road that terminates in a dead end. For purposes of this
subparagraph, “access point” includes but is not limited to a driveway as defined in section
306.19.

(49) Notwithstanding section 716.7, subsection 2, paragraph “b”, subparagraph (2),
entering or remaining upon an area service “C” classification road without justification after
being notified or requested to abstain from entering or to remove or vacate the road by any
person lawfully allowed access shall be a trespass as defined in section 716.7.

(5) A road with an area service “C” classification shall retain the classification until such
time as a petition for reclassification is submitted to the board of supervisors. The petition
shall be signed by one or more adjoining landowners. The board of supervisors shall approve
or deny the request for reclassification within sixty days of receipt of the petition.

2. a. Roads within area service “B” and “C” classifications shall have appropriate signs,
conforming to the manual of uniform traffic-control devices adopted by the department,
installed and maintained by the county at all access points to roads on this system from
other public roads, to adequately warn the public they are entering a section of road which
has a lesser level of maintenance effort than other public roads.

b. The county and officers, agents, and employees of the county are not liable for injury
to any person or for damage to any vehicle or equipment, or contents of any vehicle or
equipment, which occurs proximately as a result of the maintenance of a road which is
classified as area service “B” or “C” if the road has been maintained to the level required for
roads classified as area service “B” or “C”.

[S81, §309.57; 81 Acts, ch 100, §1]

96 Acts, ch 1103, §1; 2002 Acts, ch 1063, §10; 2003 Acts, ch 144, §5; 2013 Acts, ch 90, §242;
2021 Acts, ch 144, §1, 2

Referred to in §314.30
All area service “C” classifications in effect on July 1, 2021, that are not in compliance with 2021 Acts, ch 144, shall be expanded or
reclassified to meet such requirements on or before January 1, 2022; 2021 Acts, ch 144, §2
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309.58 Action on bond — limitation.

No provision in a contract shall be valid which seeks to limit the time to less than five years
in which an action may be brought upon the bond covering concrete work nor to less than
one year upon the bond covering other work.

[S13, §1527-s18; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4652; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.58]

309.59 and 309.60 Reserved.

309.61 Advance payment of payrolls.

The board of supervisors may authorize the county auditor to draw warrants for the amount
of payrolls for labor furnished under the day labor system, when said payrolls are certified to
by the engineer in charge of the work. Said bills shall be passed on by the board at the first
meeting following said payment.

[SS15, §1527-s11; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4655; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.61]

309.62 Reserved.

309.63 Gravel beds.

The board of supervisors of any county may, within the limits of such county and outside
the limits of any city, purchase or condemn any lands for the purpose of obtaining gravel or
other suitable material with which to improve the secondary roads of such county, including
a sufficient roadway to such land by the most reasonable route, or the board may purchase
such material outside the limits of their county. In either case, the board may pay for the
materials out of the secondary road funds.

[S13, §4024-i; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4657; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.63]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §63

309.64 Reserved.

309.65 Sale of gravel bed property.

Notwithstanding section 309.66, after notice as provided in section 331.305 and a public
hearing, the board of supervisors may sell all or part of the property acquired for gravel and
other highway improvement materials if the property has been owned by the county for more
than five years and the board finds that the property to be sold is not needed for highway
improvement purposes or the property is not suitable for those purposes.

88 Acts, ch 1254, §1

309.66 Use of gravel beds.

The board of supervisors may permit private parties or municipal corporations to take
materials from such acquired lands in order to improve any street or highway in the county,
but it shall be a serious misdemeanor for any person to use or for the board of supervisors to
dispose of any such material for any purpose other than for the improvement of such streets
or highways.

[S13, §2024-i1, -i2; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4659; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.66]

Referred to in §309.65

309.67 Duties of county board of supervisors and the county engineer.

The county board of supervisors is charged with the duty of establishing policies and
providing adequate funds to properly maintain the secondary road system. The county
engineer, pursuant to section 309.21 and board policy, shall adopt such methods and
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recommend such personnel and equipment necessary to maintain continuously, in the best
condition practicable, the entire mileage of said system.

[S13, §1527-s15; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4660; C39, §4660, 4778; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §309.67]

Duty to remove obstruction, chapter 318

309.68 Intercounty highways.

Boards of supervisors of adjoining counties in this state shall:

1. Make proper connections between roads which cross county lines and which afford
continuous lines of travel.

2. Adopt plans and specifications for road, bridge, and culvert construction,
reconstruction, and repairs upon highways along and across county boundary lines, and
make an equitable division between counties of the cost and work attending the execution
of the plans and specifications.

3. Make joint agreements for the location, construction, and maintenance of roads under
their jurisdiction wholly within one county to provide road access to lands in an adjoining
county, when the location provides the most economical and practical method of providing
road access. The expense of constructing and maintaining the road shall be equitably shared
by the counties in a proportion as the boards may determine.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4661; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.68; 82 Acts,
ch 1110, §3]

309.69 Enforcement of duty.

If the boards are unable to agree and one of the boards appeals to the department, the
department shall notify the auditors of the interested counties that it will, within ten days of
the notice, at a named time and place within any of the interested counties, hold a hearing
to determine all matters relating to any anticipated duty. At the hearing, the department
shall fully investigate all questions pertaining to the disputed matters, and shall, as soon as
practicable, certify its decision to the different boards. The department’s decision shall be
final, and each of the boards shall immediately comply with the order in the same manner as
though the work was located wholly within the county.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4662; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.69; 82 Acts,
ch 1110, §4]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §64

309.70 through 309.73 Reserved.

309.74 Width of bridges and culverts.

All culverts shall have a clear width of roadway of at least twenty feet. Bridges shall have
a clear width of roadway of at least sixteen feet.

[C51, §517; R60, §822; C73, §1001; C97, §1572; S13, §1527-s7; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4667;
C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.74]

309.75 Definitions. Repealed by 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §110. See §309.1.

309.76 through 309.78 Reserved.

309.79 Bridge specifications.

Standard specifications for all bridges and culverts, railroad overhead crossings, or
subways, shall be furnished without cost to the counties and railroad companies by the
department, and work shall be done in accordance therewith.

[SS15, §1527-s11; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4671; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.79]

309.80 Reserved.
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309.81 Record of plans.

Before beginning the construction of a permanent bridge or culvert by day labor or by
contract, the county engineer shall file the plans, specifications, estimate of drainage area,
estimates of costs, and specific designation of the location of the bridge or culvert in the
county engineer’s office.

[SS15, §1527-s11; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4673; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.81]

2022 Acts, ch 1021, §65

309.82 Record of final cost.

On completion of a bridge or culvert, a detailed statement of cost, and of additions or
alterations to the plans shall be filed by the county engineer, all of which shall be retained in
the county engineer’s office as permanent records.

[SS15, §1527-s11; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4674; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§309.82]

94 Acts, ch 1173, §13; 2022 Acts, ch 1021, §66

309.83 through 309.92 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER VI
COUNTY SECONDARY ROAD BUDGETS

309.93 Itemized statement.

On or before April 15 of each year, the board of supervisors, with the assistance of the
county engineer, shall adopt and submit to the department for approval the county secondary
road budget for the next fiscal year. The budget shall include an itemized statement of:

1. Estimated revenues to be raised by property taxation for secondary road purposes.

2. Estimated revenues to be received from the state road use tax fund.

3. Estimated revenues from all other sources for secondary road purposes.

4. The proposed expenditures from the road fund during the next fiscal year. The
estimates of proposed expenditures shall be itemized and classified in a manner prescribed
by the department.

5. The actual expenditures for the preceding two fiscal years and the estimated
expenditures for the current fiscal year. These shall be itemized and classified in the same
manner as proposed expenditures.

6. The cash balance of the road fund at the end of the preceding fiscal year, an estimate
of the cash balance at the end of the current fiscal year, and an estimate of the cash balance
at the end of the next fiscal year.

7. A detailed cost accounting of all instances in the previous fiscal year of the use of
day labor or public or private contracts for construction, reconstruction, or improvement
projects on either the farm-to-market or secondary road system, in the manner prescribed
by rule of the department under section 314.1A. The statement shall also include the costs of
purchasing, leasing, or renting construction or maintenance equipment and an accounting
of the use of such equipment for construction, reconstruction, or improvement projects on
either the farm-to-market or secondary road system during the previous fiscal year.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.93]

84 Acts, ch 1102, §6; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §4, 14
Referred to in §309.10, 314.1A, 331.401, 331.478

309.94 Review by department.

The department shall approve or disapprove the budget adopted by the board of
supervisors. If the budget is not approved, the department shall state the reasons for
disapproval when the budget is returned to the county. The department shall act upon a
budget and return the budget to the county not later than June 1. Upon disapproval of any
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proposed expenditure in a budget, the county may submit a revised budget to the department
for approval. The department shall act upon the revised budget within thirty days.
[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.94]

84 Acts, ch 1102, §7
Referred to in §309.23, 331.401

309.95 Amendments.

The budget shall be binding except that should bona fide unforeseen conditions arise, the
board of supervisors may amend such budget during the year for which it was adopted.
Such amendments shall be submitted to the department for approval with a statement of the
reasons necessitating the amendment. The department shall approve or disapprove such
amendments in the same manner as original budget estimates except that the department
shall act upon and return such amendments within thirty days after their receipt by the
department. The department acting upon budget amendments is directed to approve only
such amendments as are actually necessitated by unforeseen conditions.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.95]
Referred to in §331.401

309.96 Operation of budgeted program.

1. No county shall expend from the secondary road fund an amount in excess of the total
amount of the budget or amended budget as adopted by the board of supervisors, whether
such budget is approved or disapproved by the department. In order to permit any county to
adjust its secondary road income to changed needs that may occur after the budget has been
approved by the department the expenditures for any individual item within the budget may
exceed by not more than ten percent the amount budgeted for that item without department
approval or the submission of an amended budget, provided, however, that the expenditures
for one or more other individual items are less than budgeted and the total expenditures from
the secondary road fund do not exceed the total secondary road budget.

2. In the event that a county secondary road budget or amended budget thereto is
disapproved by the department, the county may elect either to revise such budget or
amended budget so as to receive approval or the county may elect to operate with such
disapproved budget or amended budget. In the event the county secondary road budget is
disapproved in whole or in part, within twenty days after receipt of the department’s report,
the board of supervisors shall cause to be published in the official newspapers of the county,
notice of a public hearing to be held within ten days of said publication, on the department’s
recommendations, and at said hearing the board of supervisors shall amend or adopt their
original budget.

[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.96]
Referred to in §309.23, 331.401

309.97 Construction of law.

Nothing in this subchapter shall contravene or affect the provisions of chapter 24.
[C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §309.97]

2019 Acts, ch 24, §41

Referred to in §331.401
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CHAPTER 310
FARM-TO-MARKET ROADS
Referred to in §8A.311B, 307.24, 331.362

Subject to reciprocal resident bidder preference in §8A.311B

310.1 Definitions. 310.16 Claims charged to county
310.2 Supervisors agreement. allotment.
310.3 Farm-to-market road fund. 310.17 Reserved.
310.4 Use of fund. 310.18 Partial payments during
3105 Reserved. construction. )
310.6 Accounts by department. 310.19 Supervision and inspection of
310.7 Single fund. 310.20 guvork. lution to stat
310.8 Quarterly statement to county ) u?r(eegslzgzi resolution 1o state
engineer. :
; . 310.21 Reserved.
310.9 Pr(g:;itillggfnzed by 310.22 Right-of-way — how acquired.
: 310.23 through 310.26 Reserved.
310.10 F ardnel%itﬁgélarket road system 310.27 Period of allocation — reversion
s — temporary transfers.
310.11 Participating county — funds 310.28 Engineering and other expense.
reserved. 310.29 Maintenance by county.
310.12 Reserved. _ 310.30 through 310.33 Reserved.
310.13 Surveys, plans and estimates. 310.34 Secondary road research fund.
310.14 Bids — department or county 310.35 Use of secondary road research
supervisors. fund.
310.15 Reserved. 310.36 Report to governor.

310.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following words, terms or phrases shall be construed or defined
as follows:

1. “County’s allotment of road use tax fund” or “allotment of road use tax fund” means
that part of the road use tax fund allotted to any county by the treasurer of state from the
portion of the state road use tax fund which the treasurer has credited to the secondary road
fund of the counties.

2. “Federal aid” or “federal aid secondary road fund” shall mean funds allotted to the state
of Iowa by the federal government to aid in the construction of secondary roads and which
funds must be matched with funds under the control of the department.

3. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

[C39, §4686.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.1]

83 Acts, ch 123, §111, 209

310.2 Supervisors agreement.

The county board of supervisors of any county is empowered, on behalf of the county, to
enter into any arrangement or agreement with or required by the duly constituted federal or
state authorities in order to secure the full cooperation of the government of the United States
and of the state of Iowa, and the benefit of all present and future federal or state allotments
in aid of secondary road construction, reconstruction or improvement.

[C39, §4686.02; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.2]

310.3 Farm-to-market road fund.

There is hereby created a fund which shall be known as the farm-to-market road fund which
shall be made up as follows:

1. All federal aid secondary road funds received by the state.

2. All road use tax funds by law credited to the farm-to-market road fund.

3. All other funds which may, under the provisions of this chapter or any other law, be
credited or appropriated for the use of the farm-to-market road fund.

[C39, §4686.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.3]
Allocation of funds, §312.2
Section not amended; headnote revised
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310.4 Use of fund.

Said farm-to-market road fund is hereby appropriated for and shall be used in the
establishment, construction, reconstruction or improvement of the farm-to-market road
system, including the drainage, grading, surfacing, resurfacing, construction of bridges and
culverts, the elimination, protection, or improvement of railroad crossings, the acquiring of
additional right-of-way and all other expenses incurred in the construction, reconstruction
or improvement of said farm-to-market road system under this chapter.

[C39, §4686.04; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.4]
Referred to in §309.10

310.5 Reserved.

310.6 Accounts by department.

The department shall keep accounts in relation to the farm-to-market road fund and each
county’s allotment thereof, crediting each fund with all amounts by law creditable thereto,
and charging each with all duly and finally approved vouchers for claims properly chargeable
thereto.

[C39, §4686.06; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.6]

310.7 Single fund.

The account of the farm-to-market road fund, kept by the director of the department of
administrative services and the state treasurer, shall deal with said funds as a single fund
with all credits thereto and disbursements therefrom.

[C39, §4686.07; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.7]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286

Treasurer’s report to department of transportation, §312.4
Section not amended; headnote revised

310.8 Quarterly statement to county engineer.

The department shall, quarterly, advise each county engineer of the condition of said
county’s allotment of the farm-to-market road fund. Said statement shall show the balance
in said county’s allotment at the beginning of said period, the amount or amounts allotted to
said county during said period, the amount disbursed from said county’s allotment during
said period, and the balance in said county’s allotment at the end of the said period. Said
statement shall also show the estimated outstanding obligations against the said county’s
allotment at the date of said statement.

[C39, §4686.08; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.8]

310.9 Projects authorized by department.

Before authorizing for letting any farm-to-market road project, the department shall satisfy
itself that the county engineer’s office in that county is organized, equipped and financed to
discharge satisfactorily the duties required in this chapter.

[C39, §4686.09; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.9; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §6]

310.10 Farm-to-market road system defined.

The farm-to-market road system means the farm-to-market road system as defined in
section 306.3.

[C39, §4686.10; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.10]

89 Acts, ch 293, §8; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §10

310.11 Participating county — funds reserved.

Any county having complied with the provisions of this chapter may by its board of
supervisors submit to the department for its approval project statements for the construction,
reconstruction, or improvement of farm-to-market roads.

[C39, §4686.11; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.11]

310.12 Reserved.
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310.13 Surveys, plans and estimates.

The county engineer shall make or cause to be made, the surveys, plans and estimates for
any project, and submit them to the board of supervisors for approval and the department
for authorization for letting. The construction work on a project shall be done in accordance
with the plans, except insofar as they are modified to meet unforeseen or better understood
conditions.

[C39, §4686.13; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.13; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §7]

310.14 Bids — department or county supervisors.

When the plans and specifications for any farm-to-market funded project are filed with
and authorized for letting by the department, it shall, if the estimated cost exceeds one
thousand dollars, proceed to advertise for bids and make a recommendation to award or
reject a contract. The recommendation to award a contract shall be submitted to the board
of supervisors of the county in which the project is located for its approval and award of
contract. Upon receiving the approval of the county board on the recommended contract
award, the department shall take final action to concur in the award of the contract. For a
project without federal funds the above procedure may be reversed and the county board
may be authorized to advertise for bids, and, subject to concurrence by the department,
award a contract for the construction work.

[C39, §4686.14; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.14; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §8]

Referred to in §314.1, 314.1B, 331.341
See §314.2

310.15 Reserved.

310.16 Claims charged to county allotment.

All claims for improving farm-to-market roads hereunder shall be paid from the
farm-to-market road fund and charged to the allotment of said fund for the county in which
said project is located.

[C39, §4686.16; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.16]

310.17 Reserved.

310.18 Partial payments during construction.

Partial payments may be made on work in progress, but no such partial payment shall be
deemed final acceptance of the work nor a waiver of any defect in the work. The board of
supervisors, the county engineer, or the department may approve claims. Approval may be
evidenced by the signature of the county engineer or chairperson of the board or department,
or a majority of the members of the board or department, on the individual claims or on the
abstract of a number of claims with the individual claims attached to the abstract.

[C39, §4686.18; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.18]

97 Acts, ch 104, §4

310.19 Supervision and inspection of work.

The county engineer is charged with the duty of supervision, inspection and direction of
the work of construction of farm-to-market road projects under this chapter. In this capacity,
the county engineer is responsible for the efficient, economical, and good-faith performance
of the work.

[C39, §4686.19; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.19; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §9]

310.20 Supervisors resolution to state treasurer.

Any county may, in any year, by resolution of its board of supervisors, make available for
improvement or construction of farm-to-market roads within the county any portion of its
allotment of road use tax funds. Upon certification of such a resolution, the state treasurer
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shall place in the county’s allotment of the farm-to-market road fund the amount authorized
by such resolution.
[C39, §4686.20; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.20]

Referred to in §312.5
310.21 Reserved.

310.22 Right-of-way — how acquired.

Right-of-way for farm-to-market road projects under this chapter shall be acquired by the
county in accordance with chapter 306 and chapter 316.

[C39, §4686.22; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.22; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §10]

310.23 through 310.26 Reserved.

310.27 Period of allocation — reversion — temporary transfers.

1. The farm-to-market road fund allotted to any county as provided in this chapter shall
remain available for expenditure in said county for three years after the close of the fiscal
year during which said sums respectively were allocated. Any sum remaining unexpended
at the end of the period during which it is available for expenditure shall be reapportioned
among all the counties as provided in section 312.5 for original allocations.

2. For the purposes of this section, any sums of the farm-to-market road fund allotted to
any county shall be presumed to have been expended when a contract has been awarded
obligating the sums. When projects and their estimated costs, which are proposed to be
funded from the farm-to-market road fund, are submitted to the department for approval, the
department shall estimate the total funding necessary and the period during which claims for
the projects will be filed. After anticipating the funding necessary for approved projects, the
department may temporarily allocate additional moneys from the farm-to-market road fund
for use in any other farm-to-market projects. However, a county shall not be temporarily
allocated funds for projects in excess of the county’s anticipated farm-to-market road fund
allocation for the current fiscal year plus the four succeeding fiscal years.

3. If in the judgment of the department the anticipated claims against the primary road
fund for any month are in excess of moneys available, a temporary transfer for highway
construction costs may be made from the farm-to-market road fund to the primary road
fund provided that there will remain in the transferring fund a sufficient balance to meet
the anticipated obligations. All transfers shall be repaid from the primary road fund to the
farm-to-market road fund within sixty days from the date of the transfer. A transfer shall
be made only with the approval of the director of the department of management and shall
comply with the director of the department of management’s rules relating to the transfer
of funds. Similar transfers may be made by the department from the primary road fund to
the farm-to-market road fund and these transfers shall be subject to the same terms and
conditions that transfers from the farm-to-market road fund to the primary road fund are
subject.

[C39, §4686.27; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.27]

85 Acts, ch 83, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1058, §1; 2015 Acts, ch 29, §45; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §46

310.28 Engineering and other expense.

1. Engineering, inspection and administration expense in connection with any
farm-to-market road project may be paid from the county’s allotment of the farm-to-market
road fund. Any such expense incurred by the department may in the first instance be
advanced out of the primary road fund, and such expense amounts shall later be reimbursed
to the primary road fund out of the farm-to-market road fund.

2. No part of the salary or expense of the county engineer, any member of the county
board of supervisors, any member of the department, the chief engineer, or any department
head or district engineer of the department shall be paid out of the farm-to-market road fund.

[C39, §4686.28; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.28]

2016 Acts, ch 1073, §96
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310.29 Maintenance by county.

Any farm-to-market road constructed under this chapter shall be maintained by the
county. If any county fails to satisfactorily maintain any road that is part of the federal aid
secondary system, the department shall give the board of supervisors notice of that fact. If
within sixty days after receipt of notice the highway has not been placed in proper condition
of maintenance the department may withhold authorization for letting of any project using
farm-to-market funds until a proper condition of maintenance has been restored.

[C39, §4686.29; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.29; 82 Acts, ch 1110, §11]

310.30 through 310.33 Reserved.

310.34 Secondary road research fund.

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the department is hereby authorized to set aside
each year not to exceed one and one-half percent of the receipts in the farm-to-market road
fund in a fund to be known as the secondary road research fund.

[C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.34]

310.35 Use of secondary road research fund.

The secondary road research fund shall be used by the department solely for the purpose
of financing engineering studies and research projects which have as their objective the more
efficient use of funds and materials that are available for the construction and maintenance
of secondary roads, including bridges and culverts located thereon.

[C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.35]
Referred to in §310.36
Section not amended; headnote revised

310.36 Report to governor.

The research projects and engineering studies authorized shall be conducted in cooperation
with the county engineers. On or before January 31 each year the department shall file a
report with the governor, state transportation commission, county engineers, chief clerk of
the house of representatives, and secretary of the senate showing the work accomplished and
projects undertaken under section 310.35.

[C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §310.36]

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1933
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CHAPTER 311
SECONDARY ROAD ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS

Referred to in §307.24, 331.362, 331.552

311.1 Definitions. 311.18 Assessment delinquent —
311.1A Power to establish. interest.
311.2 Width of district. 311.19 Assessment five hundred dollars
311.3 Amount of assessment. or less.
311.4 County line road. 311.20 Variation between estimated and
311.5 Project in city. actual cost.
311.6 Petition — information required. 311.21 Procedures.
311.7 Improvement by private funds. 311.22 Road graded and drained.
311.8 County engineer’s report. 311.23 Payment of construction costs.
311.9 Publicly owned real estate. 311.24 Appeal from assessment.
311.10 Estimate and apportionment — 311.25 Appeal docketed.
presumption. 311.26 Assessments certified to county
311.11 Hearing — notice. treasurer.
311.12 Publication of notice. 311.27 Each district separate unit.
311.13 Errors in notice or apportionment 311.28 Certificates anticipating
report. assessments.
311.14 Appearance. 311.29 Sale of certificates.
311.15 Hearing — adjournment — order. 311.30 Certificates registered —
311.16 Final hearing — assessment payment.
levied. 311.31 Reserved.
311.17 Assessments over five hundred 311.32 Administration and maintenance
dollars — waiver. of roads.

311.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, “book”, “list”, “record”, or
“schedule” kept by a county auditor, assessor, treasurer, recorder, sheriff, or other county
officer means the county system as defined in section 445.1.

2000 Acts, ch 1148, §1

311.1A Power to establish.

In order to provide for improvements such as grading, draining, bridging, aggregate
surfacing, paving, or resurfacing of secondary roads, the board of supervisors may, on
petition, establish secondary road assessment districts.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4746; C46, §311.3; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.1]

85 Acts, ch 143, §1

C2001, §311.1A

311.2 Width of district.

Any such secondary road assessment district shall be not more than one-half mile wide on
each side of the road or roads to be improved by said district.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4746; C46, §311.3; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.2]

311.3 Amount of assessment.

Special assessments in the aggregate amount of not less than fifty percent of the total
estimated cost of improvement of a road included in a secondary road assessment district
project shall be apportioned and levied on the lands included in the secondary road
assessment district.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4753; C46, §311.10; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.3]

85 Acts, ch 143, §2

311.4 County line road.

When it is desired to improve a secondary road on a county line, as a secondary road
assessment district project, the board of supervisors of any county may establish an
assessment district in its county, and levy and collect special assessments for the payment of
that portion of the estimated cost of the project assessable against lands in that county. Each
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county shall pay its share of the cost of the project as provided in this chapter, in the same
manner as though the project were located wholly within that county.
[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4746; C46, §311.3; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.4]
85 Acts, ch 143, §3

311.5 Project in city.

A road or street which is a continuation of a secondary road within a city and which the
county board desires to improve, may by resolution of the county board and concurrence by
the council of the city be improved as a secondary road assessment district project or part of
a project as provided in this chapter. The lands within the city abutting on or adjacent to the
street or road may be included within the secondary road assessment district and assessed
for the improvement upon the same basis and in the same manner as though the lands were
located outside of a city.

[C24, §4754; C27, 31, 35, §4745-al; C39, §4745.1; C46, §311.2; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.5]

85 Acts, ch 143, §4

311.6 Petition — information required.

1. The petition for a secondary road assessment district proposing to establish the
district shall intelligibly describe the road or roads proposed to be improved, the nature
of the proposed improvement, the percentage of the estimated cost of improving the road
proposed to be assessed against the property in the district, and the lands proposed to be
included in the district.

2. The petition shall be signed by fifty percent of the owners of the lands within the
proposed district, or by fifty percent of the owners of the land within the proposed district
who reside within the county.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4746; C46, §311.3; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.6]

85 Acts, ch 143, §5; 2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94

311.7 Improvement by private funds.

1. a. The owner or a group of owners of not less than seventy-five percent of the lands
adjacent to, or abutting upon any secondary road may, on or before October 1 of any year,
petition the board of supervisors of their county for the improvement of the road, and for
the assessment of not less than fifty percent, or a greater portion as provided in the petition,
of the cost of the improvement, to the lands adjacent to, or abutting upon the road. When
the petition has been filed, the board of supervisors shall review the project proposed by the
petition and may accept or reject the proposed project. If the board of supervisors accepts
the petition, the board shall include the project in the secondary road construction program
of the county and establish a priority for the completion of the project.

b. The board of supervisors shall proceed with the construction and completion of the
project in accordance with its assigned priority and under the same procedure as is prescribed
generally for the improvement of secondary roads by assessment, and shall establish a special
secondary road assessment district and assess against the lands included in the district not
less than fifty percent, or a greater portion as provided in the petition, of the engineer’s
estimated cost of the improvements of the road included in the project against all the lands
adjacent to or abutting upon the road.

c. However, if the owners of all the lands included in any special secondary road
assessment district under this section, subscribe and deposit with the county treasurer an
amount not less than fifty percent, or a greater portion as provided in the petition, of the
engineer’s estimated cost of the improvement of the road included in the project, the board of
supervisors shall not establish the special assessment district, but shall accept the donations
in lieu of an assessment, and shall otherwise proceed to the improvement of the road.

2. The total expenditure of secondary road funds of the county in any year for or on
account of special secondary road assessment district projects on local secondary roads
under this section shall not exceed the total secondary road funds legally expendable for
construction on local secondary roads in the county in the year.
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3. Upon the completion of the road, and the satisfaction of all claims in relation to the
road, any balance then remaining of the funds provided by the sponsors shall be returned to
them according to their respective interests, providing all guarantees made by the sponsors
have been fulfilled.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4747, 4753; C46, §311.4, 311.10; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §311.7]

83 Acts, ch 123, §112, 209; 85 Acts, ch 143, §6; 86 Acts, ch 1024, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180
Referred to in §331.429

311.8 County engineer’s report.

Upon the filing of the petition with the county engineer proposing the establishment of
a secondary road assessment district, the county engineer shall prepare a report on the
proposed district, which report shall include:

1. An estimate of the cost of the improvement proposed on the road included in the
proposed district.

2. A plat of said proposed district which plat shall show the road or roads proposed to be
improved, the various tracts and parcels of real estate included in said proposed district, and
the ownership of such lands.

3. An approximately equitable apportionment of not less than fifty percent of the
estimated cost of the improvement among the tracts and parcels of real estate included in
the proposed district.

4. A statement whether all of the secondary roads to be improved in the proposed
secondary road assessment district project have been built to permanent grade and properly
drained.

5. Any information the county engineer may deem pertinent.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4746, 4748; C46, §311.3, 311.5; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, S81, §311.8; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1211]

85 Acts, ch 143, §7

Referred to in §311.9

311.9 Publicly owned real estate.

In making the apportionment under section 311.8, real estate owned by the state, county,
or any city, shall be treated as other real estate, but no other publicly owned real estate shall
be included. In apportioning benefits to real estate owned by a city, the county, or the state,
consideration shall not be given to the buildings located on that real estate.

[C24, §4707; C27, 31, 35, §4753-al; C39, §4753.01; C46, §311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.9]

2021 Acts, ch 80, §162

311.10 Estimate and apportionment — presumption.

Said estimated cost shall carry the presumption, in the absence of a contrary showing, that
the same correctly represents the probable cost of said project as nearly as can be determined
in advance of the actual doing and completion of the work. Said apportionment shall carry
the presumption, in the absence of a contrary showing, that the same is fair, just, equitable,
and in proportion to the benefits and not in excess thereof.

[C24, §4707; C27, 31, 35, §4753-al; C39, §4753.01; C46, §311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.10]

311.11 Hearing — notice.

The board of supervisors shall fix a time for hearing on the proposal for the establishment of
the secondary road assessment district and on the apportionment of not less than fifty percent
of the estimated cost of the proposed improvement, and shall cause the county engineer to
publish notice of the hearing. The notice shall state:

1. The time and place of hearing,

2. The road or roads proposed to be improved,

3. The type of surfacing proposed,

4. The estimated cost of the proposed improvement,
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5. A description of the lands lying within said proposed district,

6. The ownership of said lands as shown by the transfer books in the auditor’s office,

7. A statement of the amount apportioned to each tract or parcel of real estate as shown
by the engineer’s report,

8. That at said hearing the amount apportioned to any tract or parcel of land may be
increased or decreased without further notice,

9. That all objections to the establishment of the district, to the apportionment report, or
to the proceedings relating to the district or report must be specifically made in writing and
filed with the county engineer on or before noon of the day set for the hearing, and

10. That a failure to make and file such objections will be deemed a conclusive waiver of
all such objections.

[C24, §4707, 4750, 4751; C27, 31, 35, §4750, 4751, 4753-al; C39, §4750, 4751, 4753.01; C46,
§311.7, 311.8, 311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, S81, §311.11; 81 Acts, ch 117,
§1212]

85 Acts, ch 143, §8

311.12 Publication of notice.

The notice shall be published as provided in section 331.305 in the county as near as
practicable to the district. Proof of the publication shall be made by the publisher by affidavit
filed with the county engineer.

[C24, §4707; C27, 31, 35, §4753-al; C39, §4753.01; C46, §311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §311.12; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1213]

87 Acts, ch 43, §8

311.13 Errors in notice or apportionment report.

Any omission or error in said apportionment report or notice with respect to any tract or
parcel of real estate or the description thereof, or the name of the owner, or the amount
of the assessment apportioned thereto, shall work no loss of jurisdiction on the part of the
board over such proceeding. Such omission or error shall only affect the particular tract of
real estate or person in question. If, before or after the board has entered its final order in
the establishment of the said district or in the apportionment proceedings such omission or
error is discovered, the board shall fix a time for a hearing as to such party or real estate and
shall cause service of notice to be made upon them, either by publication as in this chapter
provided, or by personal service in the time and manner required for service of original
notices in the district court. After such hearing the board shall proceed as to such person or
land as though such omission or error had not occurred.

[C24, §4707; C27, 31, 35, §4753-al; C39, §4753.01; C46, §311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.13]

311.14 Appearance.

The appearance of any interested party, either in writing or personally, or by authorized
agent, before the board of supervisors at any stage of the pending proceedings for a secondary
road assessment district shall be deemed a full appearance. Only interested parties shall have
the right to appear in such proceedings. All persons so appearing shall state for whom they
appear. The clerk of the board shall make definite entry accordingly in the minutes of the
board.

[C24, §4707; C27, 31, 35, §4753-al; C39, §4753.01; C46, §311.11; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.14]

311.15 Hearing — adjournment — order.

1. Hearings on the proposed establishment of a secondary road assessment district may
be adjourned from time to time without loss of jurisdiction by the board. On final hearing the
board shall proceed to a determination of the matters raised in the proposal. The board may
reject, approve, or modify and approve said proposal. The board may exclude lands from the
district or may add lands or otherwise modify the proposal.

2. Ifthe proposalis approved in whole or in part, the board shall establish the district. The
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order of the board establishing the district shall state the road or roads to be improved, the
type of improvement, and the lands included in the district. The order shall be final and lands
shall not be added to or excluded from the district after the order is entered by the board.
[C24, §4709; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a2; C39, §4753.02; C46, §311.12; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.15]
2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94; 2021 Acts, ch 80, §163

311.16 Final hearing — assessment levied.

1. On final hearing the board shall hear and determine all objections filed. The board
may increase, diminish, annul, or affirm the apportionment made in said report, or any part
thereof, as may appear to the board to be just and equitable.

2. On the final determination the board shall levy the assessments and all installments
thereof upon the real estate within the district as finally established. The entire amount of
the assessment shall be then due and payable, and bear interest at a rate not exceeding that
permitted by chapter 74A commencing twenty days from the date of the levy, and shall be
collected at the succeeding September semiannual payment of ordinary taxes.

[C24, §4710; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a3; C39, §4753.03; C46, §311.13; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, §311.16]

2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94

311.17 Assessments over five hundred dollars — waiver.

1. If an owner, other than the state or a county or city, of any tracts of land on which the
assessment is more than five hundred dollars files a written agreement in the office of the
county auditor within twenty days from the date of the assessment, that, in consideration of
the owner having the right to pay the assessment in installments, the owner will not make
any objection of illegality or irregularity as to the assessment upon the real estate and will
pay the assessment plus interest, the assessment shall be payable in ten equal installments.
The first installment shall be payable on the date of the agreement. The other installments
shall be paid annually at the same time and in the same manner as the September semiannual
payment of ordinary taxes with interest accruing as provided in section 384.65, subsection 3.
The rate of interest shall be as established by the board, but not exceeding that permitted by
chapter 74A.

2. An owner of land who has used the ten-year option may at any time discharge the
assessment by paying the balance then due on all unpaid installments, with interest on the
entire amount of the unpaid installments to the following December 1.

[C24, §4710; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a3; C39, §4753.03; C46, §311.13; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.17]

98 Acts, ch 1107, §4; 2012 Acts, ch 1138, §95; 2021 Acts, ch 80, §164

311.18 Assessment delinquent — interest.

The assessed taxes shall become delinquent from October 1 after their maturity. However,
when the last day of September is a Saturday or Sunday, the assessed taxes shall become
delinquent from the second business day of October. Taxes assessed pursuant to this chapter
which become delinquent shall bear the same interest, and be attended with the same rights
and remedies for collection, as ordinary taxes.

[C24, §4710; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a3; C39, §4753.03; C46, §311.13; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, §311.18]

92 Acts, ch 1016, §3; 98 Acts, ch 1107, §5; 2005 Acts, ch 34, §1, 26

311.19 Assessment five hundred dollars or less.

1. Assessments of five hundred dollars or less against any tract of land, and assessments
against lands owned by the state, county, or city, shall be due and payable from the date of levy
by the board of supervisors, or in the case of any appeal, from the date of final confirmation
of the levy by the court.

2. Incase of assessments on lands owned by the county, the assessments shall be paid from
the county treasury. In case of assessments on lands owned by the state, the assessments
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shall be paid out of any funds in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated. In case of
assessments on lands owned by a city, the assessments shall be paid from any available city
fund.

[C24, §4710; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a3; C39, §4753.03; C46, §311.13; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.19]

83 Acts, ch 123, §113, 209; 98 Acts, ch 1107, §6; 2012 Acts, ch 1138, §96; 2020 Acts, ch 1062,
§94

311.20 Variation between estimated and actual cost.

Any variation between the engineer’s estimated cost and the actual cost of a secondary
road assessment district project shall in no way affect the validity of the assessment. It is the
intent of this chapter that the assessment shall be based on the estimated cost and not on the
actual cost.

[C24, §4711; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a4; C39, §4753.04; C46, §311.14; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.20]

311.21 Procedures.

The preparation and approval of plans and specifications, the advertising for bids, the
award and approval of contract, the supervision and inspection of construction work, and
the approval and payment of claims on any secondary road assessment district project, shall
be conducted in the manner provided in the laws for secondary road construction work
generally.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4749, 4752; C46, §311.6, 311.9; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §311.21]

311.22 Road graded and drained.

Any such secondary road shall be built to permanent grade and drained in a manner
approved by the county engineer before being surfaced, as provided in this chapter.

[C27, 31, 35, 39, §4746; C46, §311.3; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.22]

311.23 Payment of construction costs.

1. The total cost of any secondary road assessment district project shall in the first
instance be paid out of the county treasury. Any assessments which are paid in cash, and in
anticipation of which assessments no certificates have been issued, shall be transferred to
the county treasury.

2. If no special assessment certificates are issued and sold on account of any particular
secondary road assessment district, the special assessments on lands included in that district,
and the interest on the assessments when collected, shall be transferred to the secondary road
fund of the county. If certificates are issued and sold in anticipation of the special assessments
levied on a district, the proceeds of the certificates shall be credited to the county treasury.
In that event, the special assessments in anticipation of which certificates have been issued,
and the interest on the assessments shall, when collected, be used to retire the certificates.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4752; C46, §311.9; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §311.23]

83 Acts, ch 123, §114, 209; 2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94; 2021 Acts, ch 76, §58

Referred to in §331.429

311.24 Appeal from assessment.

Any owner of land in a secondary road assessment district may appeal to the district court
from the order of the board of supervisors in levying the assessment against the owner’s
real estate, by filing with the county engineer within fifteen days of the date of the levy, a
bond conditioned to pay all costs in case the appeal is not sustained, and a written notice of
appeal where the owner shall, with particularity, point out the specific objection which the
owner desires to lodge against the levy. The appeal has precedence over all other business
pending before the court except criminal matters. The appeal shall be heard as in equity. The
court may raise or lower the assessment in question and make an equitable assessment in the
judgment of the court. The clerk of the district court shall, upon the entry of the final order of
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the court, certify the final order to the county engineer. The board of supervisors shall adjust
the assessments to comply with the final order of the court.
[C24, §4713; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a5; C39, §4753.05; C46, §311.15; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,

75, 77,79, 81, S81, §311.24; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1214]
Referred to in §602.8102(50)

311.25 Appeal docketed.

When an appeal is taken, the county engineer shall make a transcript of the notice of appeal
and appeal bond and transmit them to the district court. The appellant shall, within twenty
days after perfection of the appeal, docket the appeal and file a petition setting forth the order
or decision of the board of supervisors appealed from, and the appellant’s specific objections.
A failure to comply with either of these requirements is a conclusive waiver of the appeal and
the court shall dismiss the petition. Appellee need not file answer, but may do so.

[C24, §4714; C217, 31, 35, §4753-a6; C39, §4753.06; C46, §311.16; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §311.25; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1215]

311.26 Assessments certified to county treasurer.

1. When the board of supervisors has entered its final order as to the amounts of all special
assessments on a given improvement, the county engineer shall at once certify a list of the
assessments and a list of real estate upon which each assessment has been levied, with the
specific designation of the district embracing the real estate, to the county treasurer, who
shall enter each assessment on the tax books and continue the entry until the assessment is
paid.

2. Each special assessment and all installments of the special assessments are a lien upon
the real estate upon which levied from the date of the certificate by the county engineer to the
same extent and in the same manner as taxes levied for state and county purposes. Changes
in the amount of a special assessment by reason of a ruling of the district court on appeals
shall be likewise certified and the county treasurer shall make the proper correction on the
books.

[C24, §4715; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a7; C39, §4753.07; C46, §311.17; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §311.26; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1216]

2020 Acts, ch 1062, §94

311.27 Each district separate unit.

Each assessment district shall be considered a unit and all funds received by the county
treasurer for or on behalf of such unit shall be carried as a distinct and separate account and
under the same specific name as that used by the board in establishing such unit.

[C24, §4716; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a8; C39, §4753.08; C46, §311.18; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.27]

311.28 Certificates anticipating assessments.

In order to render immediately available that amount of the estimated cost of an
improvement which has been specially assessed, the board may issue road certificates in
the name of the county in an aggregate amount not exceeding the then unpaid amount
of the special assessment levied in the district. Each issue of certificates shall be under,
and in accordance with, a duly adopted resolution of the board which shall recite all of the
following:

1. The name or designation of the road district on account of which the certificates are
issued.

That a stated amount has been specially assessed against the lands within the district.
That a stated amount of the aggregate special assessment has not yet been paid.

That it is necessary to render the unpaid amount immediately available.

The number of road certificates authorized and the specific amount of each certificate.
The specific numbering or designation of the certificates.

. The rate of interest which each certificate shall bear from date, not exceeding that
permitted by chapter 74A.

NSOk wh
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8. The fact that the certificates are payable solely from the proceeds of the special
assessments which have been levied on the lands within the districts.

9. That each certificate shall be payable on or before January 1 of the first year following
the maturity of the last installment of the special assessments, and that interest on the
certificate shall be paid annually.

10. The authorization to the chairperson of the board, and to the county treasurer, to sign
and countersign each of the certificates.

[C24, §4717; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a9; C39, §4753.09; C46, §311.19; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §311.28; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1217]

311.29 Sale of certificates.

Upon the signing of each of the certificates by the chairperson of the board, the certificates
shall be delivered to the county treasurer, who shall countersign them and who shall be
responsible for them on the treasurer’s bond. The treasurer may apply the certificates in
payment of warrants duly authorized and issued for improving the roads within the district,
or the treasurer may sell the certificates for the best attainable price and for not less than
par, plus accrued interest. The certificates shall be retired in the order of their numbering.

[C24, §4717; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a9; C39, §4753.09; C46, §311.19; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §311.29; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1218]

83 Acts, ch 123, §115, 209; 85 Acts, ch 143, §9

Referred to in §331.429

311.30 Certificates registered — payment.

The county treasurer shall, in connection with the road account for said district, enter the
name and post office address of all persons to whom any of said certificates are issued, with
a particular designation of the certificates delivered to each person. Any subsequent holder
may present the certificate to the county treasurer and cause the subsequent holder’s name
and post office address to be entered in lieu of that of such former holder. Whenever the fund
for such particular district has money to pay the first retirable certificate or certificates, the
county treasurer shall, by mail, as shown by the county treasurer’s records, promptly notify
the holder of such certificate of such fact and that from and after ten days after the mailing
of such letter all interest on such certificates will cease.

[C24, §4717; C27, 31, 35, §4753-a9; C39, §4753.09; C46, §311.19; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §311.30]

311.31 Reserved.

311.32 Administration and maintenance of roads.

Any road established by petition and any road improved by petition under this chapter shall
be administered and maintained by the county under chapters 306, 309, 314, 317, and 318.
However, the fact that right-of-way is donated by property owners for the establishment of
a road or a portion of the cost of a road improvement is paid by property owners under this
chapter, does not preclude the board of supervisors from exercising its responsibility over
these roads as secondary roads.

86 Acts, ch 1024, §2; 2006 Acts, ch 1097, §16
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CHAPTER 312
ROAD USE TAX FUND
Referred to in §307.24

Report on road use tax fund efficiency measures; 2012 Acts, ch 1129, §4; 2014 Acts, ch
1123, §21; 2015 Acts, ch 2, §12

312.1 Fund created. 312.5 Division of farm-to-market road
312.2 Allocations from fund. funds.
312.2A Restrictions on use. ) 312.6 Limitation on use of funds.
312.3 App.o'rtlonment to counties and 312.7 Balance maintained in fund.
cities. 312.8 Amana colonies
312.3A Street research fund. : 1€s.
312.3B Iowa county engineers 312.9 Fund not for personnel expense.
association service bureau 312.10 Reserved.
support fund. 312.11 Accounts of expenditures.
312.3C Secondary road fund distribution 312.12 Program submitted. Repealed
S committee. fund by 98 Acts, ch 1080, §11.
312.3D treet construction fun 312.13 Reserved.
distribution advisory . .
committee. 312.14 Cities to submit report.
312.4 Treasurer’s report to the 312.15 When funds not allocated.
department of transportation. 312.16 Definitions.

312.1 Fund created.

1. There is hereby created, in the state treasury, a road use tax fund. The road use tax
fund shall include all of the following:

a. All the net proceeds of the registration of motor vehicles under chapter 321.

b. All the net proceeds of the motor fuel tax or license fees under chapter 452A.

c. Revenue derived from the excise tax imposed upon the rental of automobiles, under
chapter 423C, to the extent provided by section 321.145, subsection 2.

d. Revenue derived from the use tax collected under sections 423.26 and 423.26A, to the
extent provided under section 321.145, subsection 2.

e. Any other funds which may by law be credited to the road use tax fund.

2. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, subsection 2, interest or earnings on investments or
time deposits of the moneys in the road use tax fund and the funds to which moneys from the
road use tax fund are credited shall be credited to the road use tax fund.

[C50, §308A.1; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.1; 82 Acts, ch 1100, §17]

88 Acts, ch 1019, §2; 89 Acts, ch 293, §9; 90 Acts, ch 1235, §7; 92 Acts, ch 1006, §1; 92 Acts,
2nd Ex, ch 1001, §203; 2003 Acts, 1st Ex, ch 2, §161, 205; 2006 Acts, ch 1142, §83; 2008 Acts,
ch 1113, §32; 2010 Acts, ch 1108, §2, 15

Referred to in §15E.208
See §321.145

312.2 Allocations from fund.

1. The treasurer of state shall, on the first day of each month, credit all road use tax funds
which have been received by the treasurer, to the primary road fund, the secondary road fund
of the counties, the farm-to-market road fund, and the street construction fund of cities in the
following manner and amounts:

a. To the primary road fund, forty-seven and one-half percent.

b. To the secondary road fund of the counties, twenty-four and one-half percent.

c. To the farm-to-market road fund, eight percent.

d. To the street construction fund of the cities, twenty percent.

2. Thetreasurer of state shall before making the allotments in subsection 1 credit annually
to the highway grade crossing safety fund the sum of seven hundred thousand dollars, credit
annually from the road use tax fund the sum of nine hundred thousand dollars to the highway
railroad grade crossing surface repair fund, credit monthly to the primary road fund the
dollars yielded from an allotment of sixty-five hundredths of one percent of all road use tax
funds for the express purpose of carrying out section 307.24, subsection 5, section 313.4,
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subsection 2, and section 307.45, and credit annually to the primary road fund the sum of five
hundred thousand dollars to be used for paying expenses incurred by the state department
of transportation other than expenses incurred for extensions of primary roads in cities. All
unobligated funds provided by this subsection, except those funds credited to the highway
grade crossing safety fund, shall at the end of each year revert to the road use tax fund. Funds
in the highway grade crossing safety fund shall not revert to the road use tax fund except to
the extent they exceed five hundred thousand dollars at the end of any biennium. The cost
of each highway railroad grade crossing repair project shall be allocated in the following
manner:

a. Twenty percent of the project cost shall be paid by the railroad company.

b. Twenty percent of the project cost shall be paid by the highway authority having
jurisdiction of the road crossing the railroad.

c. Sixty percent of the project cost shall be paid from the highway railroad grade crossing
surface repair fund.

3. The treasurer of state shall before making the allotments provided for in this section
credit monthly to the state department of transportation funds sufficient in amount to pay
the costs of purchasing certificate of title and registration forms, and supplies and materials
and for the cost of prison labor used in manufacturing motor vehicle registration plates,
decalcomania emblems, and validation stickers at the prison industries.

4. Thetreasurer of state, before making the allotments provided in this section, shall credit
annually to the primary road fund from the road use tax fund the sum of seven million one
hundred thousand dollars.

5. a. The treasurer of state, before making any allotments to counties under this section,
shall reduce the allotment to a county for the secondary road fund by the amount by which the
total funds that the county transferred or provided during the prior fiscal year under section
331.429, subsection 1, paragraphs “a”, “b”, “d”, and “e”, are less than seventy-five percent of
the sum of the following:

(1) From the general fund of the county, the dollar equivalent of a tax of sixteen and
seven-eighths cents per thousand dollars of assessed value on all taxable property in the
county.

(2) Fromthe rural services fund of the county, the dollar equivalent of a tax of three dollars
and three-eighths of a cent per thousand dollars of assessed value on all taxable property not
located within the corporate limits of a city in the county.

b. Funds remaining in the secondary road fund of the counties due to a reduction
of allocations to counties for failure to maintain a minimum local tax effort shall be
reallocated to counties that are not reduced under this subsection pursuant to the allocation
provisions of section 312.3, subsection 1, based upon the needs and area of the county.
Information necessary to make allocations under this subsection shall be provided by the
state department of transportation or the director of the department of management upon
request by the treasurer of state.

6. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit annually to the living roadway trust fund created under section 314.21 one hundred
fifty thousand dollars from the road use tax fund.

7. The treasurer of state, before making the other allotments provided for in this section,
shall credit annually to the primary road fund from the road use tax fund the sum of four
million four hundred thousand dollars and to the farm-to-market road fund from the road
use tax fund the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars for partial compensation
of allowing trucks to operate on the roads of this state as provided in section 321.463.

8. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit annually to the living roadway trust fund created under section 314.21 one hundred
thousand dollars from the road use tax fund.

9. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit monthly from the road use tax fund to the revitalize Iowa’s sound economy fund,
created under section 315.2, the revenue accruing to the road use tax fund in the amount
equal to the revenues collected under each of the following:

a. From the excise tax on motor fuel and special fuel imposed under the tax rate of
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section 452A.3 except aviation gasoline, the amount of excise tax collected from one and
three-fourths cents per gallon.

b. From the excise tax on special fuel for diesel engines, the amount of excise tax collected
from one and three-fourths cents per gallon.

c. From the excise tax on electric fuel imposed under the tax rate of section 452A.41, the
amount of excise tax collected from fifteen hundredths of one cent per kilowatt hour.

10. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit monthly from the road use tax fund to the secondary road fund the revenue accruing
to the road use tax fund in the amount equal to the revenues collected under each of the
following:

a. From the excise tax on motor fuel and special fuel imposed under the tax rate of section
452A.3, except aviation gasoline, the amount of excise tax collected from one-fourth cent per
gallon.

b. From the excise tax on special fuel for diesel engines, the amount of excise tax collected
from one-fourth cent per gallon.

c. From the excise tax on electric fuel imposed under the tax rate of section 452A.41, the
amount of excise tax collected from two hundredths of one cent per kilowatt hour.

11. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit monthly from the road use tax fund to the state department of transportation for county,
city, and state traffic safety improvement projects an amount equal to one-half of one percent
of moneys credited to the road use tax fund.

12. a. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section,
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1990, and each succeeding fiscal year, shall credit from
the road use tax fund two million dollars to the county bridge construction fund, which is
hereby created. Moneys credited to the county bridge construction fund shall be allocated
to counties by the department for bridge construction, reconstruction, replacement, or
realignment based on needs in accordance with rules adopted by the department.

b. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1990, and each succeeding fiscal year, shall credit from the
road use tax fund five hundred thousand dollars to the city bridge construction fund, which
is hereby created. Moneys credited to the city bridge construction fund shall be allocated
to cities by the department for bridge construction and reconstruction based on needs in
accordance with rules adopted by the department.

13. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit annually from the road use tax fund to the state department of transportation the sum
of six hundred fifty thousand dollars for the purpose of providing county treasurers with
automation and telecommunications equipment and support for vehicle registration and
titling and driver licensing. Notwithstanding section 8.33, unobligated funds credited under
this subsection remaining on June 30 of the fiscal year shall not revert but shall remain
available for expenditure for purposes of this subsection in subsequent fiscal years.

14. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section, shall
credit monthly from the road use tax fund to the primary road fund an amount equal to ten
percent of the revenues collected from the operation of section 321.105A, subsection 2, to be
used for the commercial and industrial highway network.

15. a. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section,
shall credit monthly to the TIME-21 fund created in section 312A.2, an amount equal to ten
dollars from each fee for issuance of a certificate of title collected pursuant to sections 321.20;
321.20A; 321.23; 321.42; 321.46, other than a title issued for a returned vehicle under section
322G.12; section 321.47; and section 321.109 and an amount equal to eight dollars from each
fee collected for issuance of a certificate of title pursuant to section 321.46 for a returned
vehicle under section 322G.12 and from each fee collected for issuance of a salvage certificate
of title pursuant to section 321.52.

b. This subsection is repealed June 30, 2028.

16. a. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section,
shall credit monthly to the TIME-21 fund created in section 312A.2 the following amounts:
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(1) One-half of the amount received by the treasurer from trailer registration fees
pursuant to section 321.123, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, subparagraph (1).

(2) Two-thirds of the amount received by the treasurer from trailer registration fees
collected pursuant to section 321.123, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, subparagraph (2).

(3) One-third of the amount received by the treasurer from trailer registration fees
collected pursuant to section 321.123, subsection 2.

b. This subsection is repealed June 30, 2028.

17. a. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section,
shall credit annually to the TIME-21 fund created in section 312A.2, the revenue accruing
to the road use tax fund from annual motor vehicle registration fees for passenger cars,
multipurpose vehicles, and motor trucks in excess of three hundred ninety-two million dollars
annually.

b. This subsection is repealed June 30, 2028.

18. The treasurer of state, before making the allotments provided for in this section,
shall credit monthly from the road use tax fund to the state department of transportation
seventy-five percent of the moneys deposited in the fund pursuant to section 321E.14,
subsection 1, paragraph “j”. The department shall distribute such moneys to counties having
jurisdiction over secondary roads on which vehicles issued a permit pursuant to section
321E.8, subsection 2, are authorized to operate, which moneys shall be used to inspect,
maintain, repair, or construct bridges on the county’s secondary roads. The department shall
adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A governing the distribution of moneys in accordance
with this subsection.

[C50, §308A.2, 422.62; C54, 58, 62, 66, §312.2, 422.62; C71, 73, §312.2, 422.69(2); C75, 77,
79, 81, S81, §312.2; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1046]

83 Acts, ch 123, §116, 208, 209; 83 Acts, ch 198, §18, 19, 20; 84 Acts, ch 1178, §5; 84 Acts,
ch 1305, §46; 84 Acts, ch 1309, §10; 85 Acts, ch 231, §1; 87 Acts, ch 115, §47; 87 Acts, ch 206,
§1; 87 Acts, ch 232, §19, 20; 88 Acts, ch 1019, §3, 4; 88 Acts, ch 1089, §2; 88 Acts, ch 1134,
§66; 88 Acts, ch 1205, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1278, §28 - 30; 89 Acts, ch 246, §1, 2; 89 Acts, ch 293,
§10 - 13; 90 Acts, ch 1230, §5; 90 Acts, ch 1267, §30; 91 Acts, ch 258, §43; 91 Acts, ch 260,
§1223, 1224; 91 Acts, ch 264, §906; 91 Acts, ch 268, §512, 513; 92 Acts, ch 1212, §28; 92 Acts,
ch 1238, §26; 93 Acts, ch 131, §10, 11; 93 Acts, ch 180, §75; 94 Acts, ch 1023, §102; 94 Acts, ch
1107, §50; 96 Acts, ch 1218, §36; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §9; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §11; 98 Acts, ch 1212,
§6; 99 Acts, ch 114, §18; 2001 Acts, ch 180, §5; 2002 Acts, 2nd Ex, ch 1002, §3, 4; 2003 Acts,
Ist Ex, ch 2, §162, 205; 2007 Acts, ch 200, §6; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §1, 11, 12, 21, 22, 25, 33,
34; 2009 Acts, ch 130, §19, 37; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §114; 2014 Acts, ch 1026, §76; 2015 Acts, ch

123, §28; 2019 Acts, ch 151, §18, 19, 46; 2022 Acts, ch 1076, §1, 8

Referred to in §312.2A, 312A.2, 313.4, 314.21, 327G.30

Legislative intent that moneys directed to be deposited in road use tax fund under §312.1 not be used for loans, grants, or other financial
assistance for passenger rail service; 2000 Acts, ch 1168, §4

Legislative intent that one hundred percent of revenue produced as a result of the excise tax increase on motor fuel and certain special
fuel in 2015 Acts, chapter 2, effective March 1, 2015, and credited to the secondary road fund or farm-to-market road fund be used for
certain critical road and bridge construction projects; 2015 Acts, ch 2, §12, 15

2019 enactment of subsection 9, paragraph c, and subsection 10, paragraph c, effective July 1, 2023; 2019 Acts, ch 151, §46

Subsection 9, NEW paragraph ¢

Subsection 10, NEW paragraph c

312.2A Restrictions on use.

Moneys credited pursuant to section 312.2, subsection 1, paragraphs “b” and “c”, and
section 312.2, subsection 12, paragraph “a”, shall not be used for debt service or to otherwise
pay principal and interest on bonds, loans, or other indebtedness issued or incurred on
or after February 25, 2015, including refunding, reissuance, or other refinancing of such
indebtedness, or refunding, reissuance, or other refinancing of indebtedness issued or
incurred prior to February 25, 2015, if the term for repayment of the indebtedness as financed
or refinanced would exceed the useful life of the asset being constructed, reconstructed,
improved, repaired, equipped, or maintained.

2015 Acts, ch 2, §1, 14

Referred to in §331.443A
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312.3 Apportionment to counties and cities.

The treasurer of state shall, on the first day of each month:

1. Apportion among the counties the road use tax funds credited to the secondary road
fund by using the distribution methodology adopted pursuant to section 312.3C.

2. a. Apportion among the cities of the state, in the ratio which the population of each city,
as shown by the latest available federal census, bears to the total population of all such cities in
the state, the percentage of the road use tax funds which is credited to the street construction
fund of the cities, and shall remit to the city clerk of each such city the amount so apportioned
to such city. A city may have one special federal census taken each decade, and the population
figure thus obtained shall be used in apportioning amounts under this subsection beginning
the calendar year following the year in which the special census is certified by the secretary
of state.

b. The apportionment of moneys from the street construction fund of the cities to a city
with a farm-to-market extension under county jurisdiction pursuant to section 306.4 shall
be reduced in the proportion which the share of mileage of the farm-to-market extension
bears to the total mileage of streets within the city. The amount of moneys by which the
apportionment to the city is reduced shall be transferred to the secondary road fund of the
respective county, to be used only for the maintenance or construction of roads under the
county’s jurisdiction, and all interest and earnings on the moneys transferred shall remain in
the secondary road fund of the county, to be used for the same purposes.

c. For purposes of apportioning among the cities of the state the percentage of the road use
tax fund to be credited to the street construction fund of the cities for each month beginning
March 2011 and ending March 2021 pursuant to this subsection, the population of each city
shall be determined by the greater of the population of the city as of the last preceding certified
federal census or as of the April 1, 2010, population estimates base as determined by the
United States census bureau.

3. In any case where a city has been incorporated since the latest available federal census
the mayor and council shall certify to the state treasurer the actual population of such
incorporated city as of the date of incorporation and its apportionment of funds under this
section shall be based upon such certification until the next federal census enumeration.
Any community which has dissolved its corporation shall not receive any apportionment of
funds under this certificate for any period after said corporation has been dissolved.

4. Inany case where a city has annexed any territory since the last available federal census
or special federal census, the mayor and council shall certify to the treasurer of state the actual
population of such annexed territory as determined by the last certified federal census of said
territory and the apportionment of funds under this section shall be based upon the population
of said city as modified by the certification of the population of the annexed territory until the
next federal or special federal census enumeration.

5. In any case where two or more cities have consolidated, the apportionment of funds
under this section shall be based upon the population of the city resulting from said
consolidation and shall be determined by combining the population of all cities involved
in the consolidation as determined by the last available federal or special federal census
enumeration for said consolidating city.

[C50, §308A.3; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.3; 81 Acts, 2nd Ex, ch 2, §3]

84 Acts, ch 1219, §18; 90 Acts, ch 1267, §31; 91 Acts, ch 258, §44; 92 Acts, ch 1100, §3; 92
Acts, ch 1238, §27, 46; 94 Acts, ch 1023, §103; 2002 Acts, ch 1063, §9, 16; 2003 Acts, ch 144,
§6; 2005 Acts, ch 142, §2; 2013 Acts, ch 140, §113, 115, 116; 2019 Acts, ch 59, §87; 2020 Acts,
ch 1063, §140

Referred to in §312.2, 312.3A, 312.3B, 312.8, 312A.3

312.3A Street research fund.

Prior to the allocation to the cities under section 312.3, subsection 2, the department is
authorized to set aside each year two hundred thousand dollars from the street construction
fund of the cities in a fund to be known as the street research fund. The street research
fund shall be used by the department solely for the purpose of financing engineering studies
and research projects which have as their objective the more efficient use of funds and
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materials that are available for the construction and maintenance of city streets, including
city street bridges and culverts. The research projects and engineering studies authorized
shall be conducted in cooperation with the city engineers. On or before January 31 each year
the department shall file a report with the governor, state transportation commission, city
engineers, chief clerk of the house of representatives, and secretary of the senate showing
the work accomplished and projects undertaken under this section.

89 Acts, ch 293, §14

312.3B Iowa county engineers association service bureau support fund.

1. Prior to the allocation to the counties under section 312.3, subsection 1, the department
is authorized to set aside each year twenty-five hundredths of one percent from the
secondary road fund for deposit in a fund to be known as the Iowa county engineers
association service bureau support fund. The Iowa county engineers association service
bureau support fund shall be used by the department solely for the purpose of supporting
the Iowa county engineers association service bureau. Unobligated funds remaining in the
Iowa county engineers association service bureau support fund on June 30 of the fiscal
year shall revert to the secondary road fund. On or before January 31 of each year, the
Iowa county engineers association service bureau shall file a report with the governor, state
transportation commission, county engineers, chief clerk of the house of representatives,
and secretary of the senate showing the activity accomplished under this section.

2. The Iowa county engineers association service bureau shall annually compute the
secondary road fund and farm-to-market road fund distributions using the methodology
determined by the secondary road fund distribution committee pursuant to section 312.3C.
The Iowa county engineers association service bureau shall report the computations to the
secondary road fund distribution committee, the department, the treasurer of state, and the
counties.

2002 Acts, ch 1063, §11, 16; 2005 Acts, ch 142, §3; 2006 Acts, ch 1010, §86

312.3C Secondary road fund distribution committee.

1. A secondary road fund distribution committee is established to develop one or more
alternative methodologies for distribution of moneys in the secondary road fund and
farm-to-market road fund. The committee shall be comprised of representatives appointed
by the president of the Iowa county engineers association, the president of the Iowa county
supervisors association, and the department.

2. The committee shall determine the methodology to be used for distribution of moneys
in the secondary road fund and the farm-to-market road fund. The methodology shall be
phased in over a five-year time period, beginning July 1, 2006.

3. The committee shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to govern the determination
and modification of the methodology to be used for distribution of moneys in the secondary
road fund and the farm-to-market road fund.

2002 Acts, ch 1063, §12, 16; 2005 Acts, ch 142, §4; 2017 Acts, ch 54, §76
Referred to in §312.3, 312.3B, 312.5, 312A.3

312.3D Street construction fund distribution advisory committee.

A street construction fund distribution advisory committee is established to consider
methodologies for distribution of moneys in the street construction fund of the cities. The
committee shall be comprised of representatives appointed by the president of the Iowa
section of the American public works association, the president of the Iowa league of cities,
and the department. The committee shall recommend to the general assembly by January
1, 2004, for the general assembly’s consideration and adoption, one or more alternative
methodologies for distribution of moneys in the street construction fund of the cities.

2003 Acts, ch 144, §7

312.4 Treasurer’s report to the department of transportation.
The treasurer of state shall, each month, certify to the department:
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1. The amount which the treasurer has received and credited to the road use tax fund
from each source of revenue creditable to the said road use tax fund.

2. The amount of the road use tax fund which the treasurer has credited to the following:
The primary road fund.
The secondary road fund of the counties.
The farm-to-market road fund.
The street fund of the cities.
The amount of the federal aid primary and urban funds which the treasurer has received
from the federal government and credited to the primary road fund.

4. The amount of federal aid secondary road funds which the treasurer has received from
the federal government and credited to the farm-to-market road fund.

5. The amount of the road use tax fund which has been credited to carry out the provisions
of section 307.24, subsection 5, section 313.4, subsection 2, and section 307.45.

[C24, §4693; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b7; C39, §4686.07, 4755.07; C46, §310.7, 313.7; C50,
§308A.4; Cb4, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.4]

2011 Acts, ch 34, §77; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §29

wao TR

312.5 Division of farm-to-market road funds.

1. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, the treasurer of state shall apportion among
the counties the road use tax funds credited to the farm-to-market road fund by using the
allocation method contained in section 312.5, subsection 1, Code 2005. For subsequent
fiscal years, the treasurer of state shall apportion among the counties the road use tax funds
credited to the farm-to-market road fund by using the distribution methodology adopted
pursuant to section 312.3C.

2. All farm-to-market road funds, except funds which under section 310.20 come from
any county’s allotment of the road use tax funds, shall be apportioned among the counties as
provided by this section.

[C39, §4686.05; C46, §310.5; C50, §308A.5; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.5]

84 Acts, ch 1219, §19; 90 Acts, ch 1267, §32; 91 Acts, ch 258, §45; 92 Acts, ch 1100, §4; 92
Acts, ch 1238, §28, 46; 2002 Acts, ch 1063, §13, 16; 2005 Acts, ch 142, §5

Referred to in §310.27

312.6 Limitation on use of funds.

Funds received by municipal corporations from the road use tax fund shall be used for any
purpose relating to the construction, maintenance, and supervision of the public streets.

[C39, §4686.21, 4686.25; C46, §310.21, 310.25; C50, §308A.6; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §312.6]

Referred to in §423B.3

312.7 Balance maintained in fund.

1. The treasurer of state shall maintain in the road use tax fund in the state treasury, of
the funds collected as provided in chapter 321 or as said chapter may be amended, a cash
balance sufficient, when added to the cash balance of receipts in the road use tax fund from
other sources, to pay the anticipated expenditures from the road use tax fund for the ensuing
month.

2. When necessary to restore the balance in the road use tax fund in the state treasury,
the treasurer of state shall draw upon the treasurer of each county of the state in proportion
to the amounts in their possession, respectively, of the funds collected under the provisions
of chapter 321 or as said chapter may be amended, and credited to the road use tax fund, a
sum sufficient in the aggregate to restore the cash balance in the road use tax fund. Such
drafts shall be honored by the treasurer of each county upon presentation.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4772, 5003; C39, §4686.26, 4772, 5010.03; C46, §310.26, 316.17, 321.147,
C50, §308A.7; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.7]

312.8 Amana colonies.
1. Where a tract of land is owned by a corporation organized under the provisions of
chapter 490 with assets of the value of one million dollars or more, and having one or more
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platted villages located within the territorial limits of said tract of land, all of the territory
within the plats of said villages with their addition or subdivisions shall, for the purposes of
this chapter, be deemed to be one incorporated city. All funds to become due to said villages
so consolidated shall be paid to the county auditor of the county in which said tract of land
and said villages are situated. Said fund shall, thereupon, be administered and expended by
the county board of supervisors of said county for the construction, reconstruction, repair,
and maintenance of roads and streets within the plats of such villages in the same manner
and with the same powers and duties as city councils in cities. In the event the population
of such villages shall not have been separately enumerated in the federal census, then said
county board of supervisors shall cause a census of said villages to be taken as soon as may be
after this chapter becomes effective, which census shall be used in lieu of the federal census
provided for in section 312.3, subsection 2.

2. All payments made under this section prior to July 4, 1961, are hereby legalized.

[C50, §308A.8; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.8]

90 Acts, ch 1205, §10
Referred to in §9H.4, 331.362

312.9 Fund not for personnel expense.

Moneys credited to the road use tax fund shall not be appropriated for the payment of
salaries, support, or maintenance of any personnel in the department of public safety.

[81 Acts 2d Ex, ch 2, §4]

312.10 Reserved.

312.11 Accounts of expenditures.

Each city shall keep accounts showing the amount spent on street construction and
reconstruction on extensions of rural systems and city streets. The amount spent shall be
shown on the annual street report required by section 312.14.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.11]

98 Acts, ch 1075, §12

Referred to in §312.15
312.12 Program submitted. Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1080, §11.
312.13 Reserved.

312.14 Cities to submit report.

Cities in the state which receive allotments of funds from road use tax funds shall prepare
and deliver on or before December 1 each year to the department an annual report showing
all street receipts and expenditures for the city for the previous fiscal year. The report shall
include a detailed cost accounting of all instances of the use of day labor or public or private
contracts for construction, reconstruction, or improvement projects on the municipal street
system during the previous fiscal year, in the manner prescribed by rule of the department
under section 314.1A. The report shall also include the costs of purchasing, leasing, or renting
construction or maintenance equipment and an accounting of the use of such equipment for
construction, reconstruction, or improvement projects on the municipal street system during
the previous fiscal year.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.14]

90 Acts, ch 1121, §2; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §5, 14; 2021 Acts, ch 42, §1

Referred to in §312.11, 312.15, 314.1A

312.15 When funds not allocated.

1. Funds shall not be allocated to any city until such city shall have complied with the
provisions of sections 312.11 and 312.14.

2. If a city has not complied with the provisions of section 312.14, the treasurer of state
shall withhold funds allocated to the city until the city complies. If a city has not complied
with the provisions of section 312.14 by March 1 following the date the report was required,
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funds shall not be allocated to the city until the city has complied and all funds withheld under
this subsection shall revert to the street construction fund of the cities.

3. The department shall notify the treasurer of state if any city fails to comply with the
provisions of sections 312.11 and 312.14.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §312.15]

90 Acts, ch 1121, §3; 98 Acts, ch 1080, §1; 2017 Acts, ch 54, §76; 2021 Acts, ch 42, §2

312.16 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

2. “Fiscal year” means the period of twelve months beginning on July 1 and ending on
June 30.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §312.16]

89 Acts, ch 293, §15

CHAPTER 312A
TIME-21 FUND
Referred to in §307.24

Chapter to be repealed June 30, 2028; see §312A.4

312A.1 Definitions. 312A.3 Allocation and use of funds.
312A.2 Transportation investment moves 312A.4 Future repeal.

the economy in the twenty-first

century (TIME-21) fund.

312A.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

2. “Fund”, or “TIME-21 fund”, means the transportation investment moves the economy
in the twenty-first century fund.

2007 Acts, ch 200, §1

312A.2 Transportation investment moves the economy in the twenty-first century
(TIME-21) fund.

1. A transportation investment moves the economy in the twenty-first century fund is
created in the state treasury under the control of the department. The fund shall be known
and referred to as the TIME-21 fund. The fund shall consist of any moneys appropriated by
the general assembly and any revenues credited by law to the TIME-21 fund. Moneys in the
fund are not subject to section 8.33. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, subsection 2, interest or
earnings on moneys deposited in the fund shall be credited to the fund.

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and section 312.2, for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2008, and for each fiscal year thereafter, not more than a total of two hundred twenty-five
million dollars shall be deposited in the TIME-21 fund for any fiscal year. Any remaining
moneys directed to be deposited in the TIME-21 fund for a fiscal year shall be deposited or
retained in the road use tax fund.

2007 Acts, ch 200, §2; 2009 Acts, ch 130, §45, 46

Referred to in §312.2

312A.3 Allocation and use of funds.

Moneys in the TIME-21 fund shall be credited and used as follows:

1. Sixty percent for deposit in the primary road fund to be used exclusively for highway
maintenance and construction, including purchase of right-of-way but not including project
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planning and design. The following projects are eligible for funding under this subsection
and shall have funding priority in the order listed:

a. Completion of projects on highways designated as access Iowa highways pursuant to
2005 Iowa Acts, ch. 178, §41.*

b. Projects on highways in the commercial and industrial highway network that are
included in the department’s five-year plan, or in the long-range plan, for the primary road
system. Priority shall be given to projects in areas of the state that have existing biodiesel,
ethanol, or other biorefinery plants.

c. Projects on interstate highways.

2. Twenty percent for deposit in the secondary road fund, for apportionment according to
the methodology adopted pursuant to section 312.3C, to be used by counties for construction
and maintenance projects on secondary road bridges and on highways in the farm-to-market
road system. At least ten percent of the moneys allocated to a county under this subsection
shall be used for bridge construction, repair, and maintenance, with priority given to projects
that aid and support economic development and job creation.

3. Twenty percent for deposit in the street construction fund of the cities, apportioned on
the basis of population in the manner provided in section 312.3, to be used to sustain and
improve the municipal street system.

2007 Acts, ch 200, §3; 2014 Acts, ch 1026, §143
*2005 Iowa Acts, ch 178, §41 is repealed July 1, 2025; 2015 Acts, ch 2, §11

312A.4 Future repeal.
This chapter is repealed June 30, 2028.
2007 Acts, ch 200, §4

CHAPTER 313
PRIMARY ROADS

Referred to in §307.24, 315.9
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SUBCHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

313.1 Federal and state cooperation.

The department is empowered on behalf of the state to enter into any arrangement or
contract with and required by the duly constituted federal authorities, in order to secure
the full cooperation of the government of the United States, and the benefit of all present
and future federal allotments in aid of highway construction, reconstruction, improvement
or maintenance. The good faith of the state is hereby pledged to cause to be made available
each year, sufficient funds to equal the total of any sums now or hereafter apportioned to the
state for road purposes by the United States government for such year, and to maintain the
roads constructed with said funds.

[C24, §4688; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b1; C39, §4755.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.1]

313.2 “Road systems” defined — roadside parks.

1. The roads and streets of the state are, for the purpose of this chapter, those roads and
streets established under chapter 306.

2. a. Whenever the board of supervisors of a county and the department mutually
determine that a portion of a highway under the jurisdiction of either party should be
transferred to the jurisdiction of the other party, the board and department may enter into
an agreement to effect such transfer. Such agreement may provide that each party may
undertake or share responsibility for improving said road with the costs of such improvement
to be borne entirely by either the county or the department or equitably divided between
the two jurisdictions. All such improvements shall be completed and all actual costs thereof
paid or reimbursed prior to the time transfer of the road is made. In carrying out such
agreement, the board of supervisors may expend secondary road funds of the county and
the department may expend primary road funds.

b. However, prior to entering into the agreement, a notice of intent to execute such
agreement shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the county and
the cost of such notice shall be jointly borne by the department and the board of supervisors.
If one hundred or more residents of the county request by petition or in writing that a
hearing be held in regard to such agreement within ten days after the publication of the
notice, the board of supervisors and the department shall hold such a hearing not more
than seven days after receiving the petition or written instrument. Based upon evidence
presented at the hearing, the board of supervisors and the department shall reexamine the
merits of executing such agreement and make a decision in regard to it.

3. The department may, for the purpose of affording access to cities or state parks, or for
the purpose of shortening the direct line of travel on important routes, or to effect connections
with interstate roads at the state line, add such road or roads to the primary road system.

4. The department, either alone or in cooperation with any county, shall have the authority
to utilize any land acquired incidental to the acquisition of land for highway right-of-way and
to also accept by gift lands not exceeding two acres in area for roadside parks and parking
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areas. The department may furnish necessary maintenance. The department shall also have
authority to accept by gift equipment or other installations incidental to the use of said parks
and parking areas. The parks and parking areas shall be a part of the primary road system
and the department may at its discretion sell or otherwise dispose of the lands.

5. Reasonable maintenance and surveillance of rest area sites and buildings located on
the sites shall be provided by employees of the department within the limits of appropriations
provided for such purpose.

[C24, §4689; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b2; C39, §4755.02; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.2]

88 Acts, ch 1072, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §13; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §68; 2016 Acts, ch 1073, §97;

2017 Acts, ch 29, §86
Referred to in §306.42, 331.362

313.2A Commercial and industrial highways.

1. Purpose. Itisthe purpose of this section to enhance opportunities for the development
and diversification of the state’s economy through the identification and improvement of a
network of commercial and industrial highways. The network shall consist of interconnected
routes which provide long distance route continuity. The purpose of this highway network
shall be to improve the flow of commerce; to make travel more convenient, safe, and
efficient; and to better connect Iowa with regional, national, and international markets. The
commission shall concentrate a major portion of its annual construction budget on this
network of commercial and industrial highways. In order to ensure the greatest possible
availability of funds for the improvement of the network, primary highway funds shall not
be spent beyond continuing maintenance for improvements to route segments that will be
bypassed by the relocation of portions of the commercial and industrial highway network.

2. Network selection.

a. The commission shall identify, within the primary road system, a network of
commercial and industrial highways. The commission shall consider all of the following
factors in the identification of this network:

(1) The connection by the most direct routes feasible of major urban areas and regions
of the state to each other and to the national system of interstate and defense highways and
priority routes in adjacent states.

(2) The existence of high volumes of total traffic and commercial traffic.

(3) Long distance traffic movements.

(4) Area coverage and balance of spacing with service to major growth centers within the
state.

(5) Metropolitan area bypasses consistent with metropolitan or regional area plans
established through cooperation by the department and local officials.

b. The network of commercial and industrial highways shall not exceed two thousand six
hundred miles including municipal extensions of these highways.

3. Standards. The department shall establish standards pertaining to the specific
location, design, and access control for each segment of the commercial and industrial
highways.

4. Network development. In establishing priorities for improvement projects, the
department shall take into consideration the following additional criteria: urban area
bypasses that improve urban or regional accessibility or improve corridor travel; projects
consistent with regional or metropolitan transportation plans established through
cooperation by the department and local officials; and the willingness of local officials to
provide financial or other assistance for the development of projects.

89 Acts, ch 134, §5; 90 Acts, ch 1267, §34, 35; 91 Acts, ch 268, §514, 515; 2010 Acts, ch 1061,
§180; 2012 Acts, ch 1032, §1

Referred to in §307A.2

313.3 Primary road fund.
1. There is hereby created a primary road fund which shall include and embrace:
a. All road use tax funds which are by law credited to the primary road fund.
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b. All federal aid primary and urban road funds received by the state.

c. All other funds which may by law be credited to the primary road fund.

d. All revenue accrued or accruing to the state of Iowa on or after January 26, 1949, from
the sale of public lands within the state, under Acts of Congress approved March 3, 1845,
supplemental to the Act for the Admission of the States of lowa and Florida into the Union,
chapters 75 and 76, 5 Stat. 788, 790, shall be placed in the primary road fund.

2. Unless otherwise provided, the primary road fund is hereby appropriated for highway
construction.

[C24, §4690; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b3; C39, §4755.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.3]

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2012 Acts, ch 1023, §41
Allocation of funds, §312.2, 312A.3

313.4 Disbursement of fund.

1. a. The primary road fund is hereby appropriated for and shall be used in the
establishment, construction, and maintenance of the primary road system, including the
drainage, grading, surfacing, and construction of bridges and culverts; the elimination or
improvement of railroad crossings; the acquiring of additional right-of-way; and all other
expense incurred in the construction and maintenance of the primary road system and the
maintenance and housing of the department.

b. The department may expend moneys from the fund for dust control on a secondary
road or municipal street within a municipal street system when there is a notable increase in
traffic on the secondary road or municipal street due to closure of a road by the department
for purposes of establishing, constructing, or maintaining a primary road.

c. The commission may, after consultation with stakeholders including regional planning
affiliations, metropolitan planning organizations, the Iowa state association of counties, and
the Iowa league of cities, periodically allocate moneys from the fund for the establishment,
construction, and maintenance of the secondary road system and the municipal street system
in exchange for retaining all or a portion of federal aid road funds that would otherwise be
allocated to counties and cities.

2. Such fund is also appropriated and shall be used for the construction, reconstruction,
improvement, and maintenance of state institutional roads and state park roads and bridges
on such roads and roads and bridges on community college property as provided in section
307.24, subsection 5, for restoration of secondary roads used as primary road detours and for
compensation of counties for such use, for restoration of municipal streets so used and for
compensation of cities for such use, and for the payments required in section 307.45.

3. There is appropriated from funds appropriated to the department which would
otherwise revert to the primary road fund pursuant to the provisions of the Act appropriating
the funds or chapter 8, an amount sufficient to pay the increase in salaries, which increase
is not otherwise provided for by the general assembly in an appropriation bill, resulting
from the annual review of the merit pay plan as provided in section 8A.413, subsection 3.
The appropriation provided in this subsection shall be in effect from the effective date of the
revised pay plan to the end of the fiscal biennium in which it becomes effective.

4. a. Such fund is appropriated and shall be used by the department to provide energy
and for the operation and maintenance of those primary road freeway lighting systems
within the corporate boundaries of cities including energy and maintenance costs associated
with interchange conflict lighting on existing and future freeway and expressway segments
constructed to interstate standards.

b. The costs of serving freeway lighting for each utility providing the service shall be
determined by the utilities board, and rates for such service shall be no higher than necessary
to recover these costs. Funds received under the provisions of this subsection shall be used
solely for the operation and maintenance of a freeway lighting system.

5. During the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1990, and ending June 30, 1991, and each
subsequent fiscal year, the department shall spend from the primary road fund an amount
of not less than thirty million dollars for the network of commercial and industrial highways.

6. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013, and ending June 30, 2014, and each
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subsequent fiscal year, there is transferred the following percentages of the moneys credited
to the primary road fund pursuant to section 312.2, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, to the
following funds:

a. One and five hundred seventy-five thousandths percent to the secondary road fund.

b. One hundred seventy-five thousandths of one percent to the street construction fund of
the cities.

[C24, §4690; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b4; C39, §4755.04; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.4]

88 Acts, ch 1019, §6; 90 Acts, ch 1253, §120; 92 Acts, ch 1163, §74; 92 Acts, ch 1238, §29; 99
Acts, ch 118, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1017, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 144, §8; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §243; 2008
Acts, ch 1031, §110; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §236, 237; 2011 Acts, ch 25, §27; 2015 Acts, ch 123,
§30; 2016 Acts, ch 1011, §47; 2017 Acts, ch 13, §1; 2019 Acts, ch 59, §88; 2020 Acts, ch 1063,
§141; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §2661

Referred to in §312.2, 312.4, 313.5
Subsection 4, paragraph b amended

313.5 Biennial appropriation — budget.

1. The department shall submit to the department of management, as provided by chapter
8, a detailed estimate of the amount required by the department during each succeeding
biennium for the support of the department and for engineering and administration of
highway work and maintenance of the primary road system. Such estimate shall be in the
same general form and detail as is required by chapter 8 and said chapter shall apply to the
budgeting, appropriation, and expenditure of funds in the primary road fund in the same
manner as such chapter applies to other departments. However, the amount of contracts
for bituminous resurfacing, bridge painting and repair, pavement and shoulder repair,
agreements with cities for maintenance on primary road extensions and agreements with
counties, cities, and institutions for maintenance on state park, state institution, and other
state land roads need not be included in the amount appropriated for maintenance.

2. The provisions of chapter 8 shall apply except that the provisions of section 8.39 shall
not apply to funds appropriated to the department under section 313.4; however, section 8.39,
subsection 1, shall apply to appropriations for support of the department and for engineering
and administration of highway work and maintenance of the primary road system.

3. Any contingent fund appropriated to the department from the primary road fund shall
be subject to the following conditions:

a. A written statement from the department of management shall be obtained,
recommending expenditures from the fund for the purposes requested by the department.

b. The department of management and the governor shall determine that the expenditures
contemplated are in the best interest of the state, and that the purpose or project for which
funds are requested was not presented to the general assembly by way of a bill and which
failed to become enacted into law.

[C39, §4755.05; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.5]

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2017 Acts, ch 29, §87

313.6 Accounts and records required.

The department shall keep accounts in relation to the primary road fund, crediting said
fund with all amounts by law creditable thereto and charging said fund with the amount of
all duly and finally approved vouchers for claims properly chargeable thereto.

[C24, §4692; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b6; C39, §4755.06; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.6]

313.7 Monthly certification of funds.

The account of the primary road fund kept by the department of administrative services and
the state treasurer shall show the amount of the primary road fund with all credits thereto
and disbursements therefrom.

[C24, §4693; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b7; C39, §4755.07; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.7]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286
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313.8 Improvement of primary road system.

The department shall proceed to the improvement of the primary road system as rapidly as
funds become available therefor until the entire mileage of the primary road system is built to
established grade, bridged and surfaced with pavement or other surface suited to the traffic
on such road. Improvements shall be made and carried out in such manner as to equalize
the condition of the primary roads and accessibility for commercial and industrial economic
development purposes, as nearly as possible, in all sections of the state.

[C27, 31, 35, §4755-b8; C39, §4755.08; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.8]

88 Acts, ch 1019, §7

313.9 Surveys, plans, and specifications.

Before proceeding with the improvement of any primary road, the department shall cause
suitable surveys, plans and specifications for said proposed work to be prepared and filed in
its office, and the work shall be done in accordance therewith, except insofar as the same may
be modified to meet unforeseen or better understood conditions, and no such modification
shall be deemed an invalidating matter.

[C24, §4699; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b9; C39, §4755.09; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §313.9]

313.10 Bids — advertising.

1. As soon as the approved plans and specifications for any primary road construction
project are filed with the department, the department shall, if the estimated cost exceeds one
thousand dollars, proceed to advertise for bids for the construction of the improvement.

2. The department may contract for the emergency repair, restoration, or reconstruction
of a highway or bridge without advertising for bids if all of the following conditions are met:

a. The emergency was caused by an unforeseen event causing the failure of a highway,
bridge, or other highway structure so that the highway is unserviceable, or where immediate
action is necessary to prevent further damage or loss.

b. The department solicits written bids from three or more contractors engaged in the
type of work needed.

c. The necessary work can be done for less than one million dollars.

d. If possible, the department notifies the appropriate Iowa highway contractors’
associations of the proposed work.

[C24, §4700; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b10; C39, §4755.10; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.10]

2001 Acts, ch 32, §6; 2008 Acts, ch 1124, §2

Referred to in §313.11, 314.1
See §314.2

313.11 Bids — specialized construction.

The department may contract for specialized construction work for beam straightening,
beam replacement, and beam repair on bridges, without advertising for bids as required
under section 313.10, if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The work is of a specialized type in which fewer than five contractors engage.

2. The department solicits written bids from all available contractors engaged in the
specialized type of work.

3. The work can be done for less than forty thousand dollars.

90 Acts, ch 1137, §1

313.12 Supervision and inspection.

The department is expressly charged with the duty of supervision, inspection, and direction
of the work of construction of primary roads on behalf of the state, and of supervising the
expenditure of all funds paid on account of such work by the state or the county on the



IV-99 PRIMARY ROADS, §313.19

primary road system and it shall do and perform all other matters and things necessary to
the faithful completion of the work authorized in this section.

[C24, §4701; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b12; C39, §4755.12; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.12]

2016 Acts, ch 1073, §98; 2017 Acts, ch 29, §88

313.13 Engineers — bonds.

All engineers having responsible charge of any improvements, shall give bonds for the
faithful performance of their duties and for like accounting for all property entrusted to their
custody. All bonds given by such engineers in the employ of the department shall be deemed
to embrace any and all improvements of which they may be in charge.

[C24, §4701; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b13; C39, §4755.13; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.13]

313.14 Claims.

All claims for improving and maintaining the primary road system shall be paid from the
primary road fund.

[C24, §4702; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b14; C39, §4755.14; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.14]

313.15 Reserved.

313.16 Payment of awards or judgments.

There is hereby appropriated from the primary road fund to the department a sum sufficient
for the purpose of paying any award or judgment to a claimant under chapters 25 and 669 on
a claim arising out of activities of the department when such an award cannot be charged to
a current appropriation.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.16]

313.17 Contingent fund.

The state treasurer is hereby directed to set aside from the primary road fund the sum of
five hundred thousand dollars to be known as the primary road contingent fund.

[C24, §4703; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b17; C39, §4755.17; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.17]

313.18 Use of contingent fund.

When claims for labor, freight, or other items which must be paid promptly are presented
to the said department for payment, the said department may direct that warrants in payment
of said claims be drawn on said primary road contingent fund. Such warrants when so drawn
and signed by the director of the department of administrative services, shall be honored by
the treasurer of state for payment from said contingent fund. The primary road contingent
fund shall be reimbursed for expenditures made by the state department of transportation
from the fund to which the expenditure should be properly charged.

[C24, §4704; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b18; C39, §4755.18; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.18]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286

313.19 Audit of contingent claims.

The claims in payment of which warrants are drawn on the primary road contingent fund,
shall be audited in the usual manner prescribed by law and shall have noted thereon that
warrants in payment thereof have been drawn on the said contingent fund. After the final
audit of such claims, the director of the department of administrative services shall draw
warrants therefor payable to the treasurer of state and forward the same to the department
for record. When such warrants have been recorded in the office of the said department,
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they shall be forwarded to the state treasurer who shall redeem the same, charge them to the
proper fund and credit the primary road contingent fund with the amount thereof.

[C24, §4705; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b19; C39, §4755.19; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.19]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286

313.20 Auditor — appointment — bond — duties.

The director of the department of administrative services shall appoint the auditor of
the department who shall give bond in the sum of fifty thousand dollars for the faithful
performance of the auditor’s duties. The premium on the bond shall be paid by the
department from the primary road fund. The auditor shall check and audit all claims against
the department before such claims are approved by the department, and shall keep all
records and accounts relating to the expenditures of the department. The auditor shall, in
the checking and auditing of claims against the department, and keeping the records and
accounts of the department, be under the direction and supervision of the director of the
department of administrative services, and act as an agent of the director. The department
shall furnish the auditor with such help and assistants as may be necessary to properly
perform the duties specified in this section. The auditor may be removed by the director of
the department of administrative services.

[C24, §4706; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b20; C39, §4755.20; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.20]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286; 2020 Acts, ch 1063, §142

313.21 Primary extension improvements in cities.

1. The department, upon consultation with the council, may construct, reconstruct,
improve, and maintain extensions of the primary road system within any city, including the
construction, reconstruction, and improvement of storm sewers and electrical traffic control
devices reasonably incident and necessary thereto. However, the improvement, exclusive
of storm sewers, shall not exceed in width that of the primary road system and the amount
of funds expended in any one year shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the primary road
construction fund.

2. The department shall consult with the council to consider the proposed improvement
in its relationship to municipal improvements such as sewers, water lines, sidewalks, and
other public improvements, and the establishment or reestablishment of street grades. The
location of the primary road extensions and the location, design, and degree of access control
for improvements to them shall be determined by the department.

[C24, §4731; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b26; C39, §4755.21; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.21]

89 Acts, ch 134, §6

Referred to in §384.76
See §313.36

313.22 Paving of whole street by department.

Any city and the department may enter into an agreement with respect to any project for the
paving of any portion of a primary road extension, and for the construction, reconstruction,
and improvement of storm sewers and electrical traffic control devices reasonably incident
and necessary thereto, within such city. Said agreement shall specify that the city shall pay for
that portion of the cost of said project which is not payable out of primary road funds, and may
authorize the department to advertise for bids, let contracts, and supervise the construction
of that portion of said project to be paid for by the city. Such agreement shall be a valid and
binding obligation on the parties thereto.

[C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.22]

Referred to in §384.76

313.23 Reimbursement by city.
Payment for the work, including the city’s portion thereof, may in the first instance be made
out of the primary road fund. Upon completion of the project, the city shall reimburse the
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department for the amount so advanced out of the primary road fund, including the city’s
portion of the engineering and inspection costs.
[C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.23]

Referred to in §384.76

313.24 Separated cities.

The department shall designate the street or streets which shall constitute the primary road
extensions in any city of the state, which city is separated from the remainder of the state by a
river more than five hundred feet in width from bank to bank. The laws of this state relating
to the construction, reconstruction, or maintenance of the extensions of primary roads in
cities, and to the purchase or condemnation of right-of-way for those primary roads, and to
the expenditure of primary road funds thereon, shall apply to the roads or streets designated
under this section, the same as though said community were not so separated from the rest
of the state.

[C39, §4755.22; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.24]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §143

313.25 and 313.26 Reserved.

313.27 Bridges, viaducts, and railroad crossings on municipal primary extensions.
The department may construct or aid in the construction, and may maintain bridges,
viaducts, and railroad grade crossing eliminations on primary road extensions in cities.

[C31, 35, §4755-d1; C39, §4755.25; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.27]
See §313.36

313.28 Temporary primary road detours.

1. When the department, for the purpose of establishing, constructing, or maintaining any
primary road, determines that any secondary road or portion thereof is necessary for a detour
or haul road, the department, after consultation with the county board of supervisors having
jurisdiction of the route, shall by order temporarily designate the secondary road or portion
thereof as a temporary primary road detour or as a temporary primary road haul road, and
the department shall maintain the same as a primary road until it shall revoke the temporary
designation order. Prior to use of a secondary road as a primary road haul road or detour, the
department shall designate a representative to inspect the secondary road with the county
engineer to determine and note the condition of the road.

2. Prior to revoking the designation, the department shall:

a. Restore the secondary road or portion thereof to as good condition as it was prior to its
designation as a temporary primary road, or

b. Determine such amount as will adequately compensate the county exercising
exclusive or concurrent jurisdiction over the secondary road or portion thereof for excessive
traffic upon the secondary road or portion thereof during the period of its designation as
a temporary primary road. The department shall certify the amount determined to the
director of the department of administrative services. The director of the department of
administrative services shall credit the amount to the county.

3. If on examination of the route, it is determined that the road can be restored to its
original condition only by reconstruction, the department shall cause plans to be drawn,
award the necessary contracts for work and proceed to reconstruct and make payments for
in the same manner as is prescribed for primary construction projects.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.28]

83 Acts, ch 123, §117, 209; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §286; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §84; 2014 Acts, ch
1092, §69

Referred to in §313.29, 331.429

313.29 Detours located in city.

When the temporary primary road detour or temporary primary road haul road, or any
portion thereof, is located within the corporate limits of a city, then as to the portion so
located, the provisions of section 313.28 as to consultation, designation, restoration, and
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payment by the department shall apply in like manner to the benefit of the city. Credits under
section 313.28 shall be made to the general fund of the city. A city may designate the county
engineer or city engineer to inspect such street so used jointly with the representative of the
department.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.29]

2020 Acts, ch 1063, §144

313.30 through 313.35 Reserved.

313.36 Maintenance — limitation in cities.

1. Primary roads shall be maintained by the department and the cost thereof paid out
of the primary road fund. Extensions of primary roads in cities may be maintained by the
department and the cost thereof paid out of the primary road fund.

2. The total amount of funds expended in any one year on extensions of primary roads in
cities shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the primary road fund.

[C24, §4736; C27, 31, 35, §4775-b29; C39, §4755.27; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.36]

2018 Acts, ch 1041, §127
See also §306.10 and 313.21

313.37 Road equipment.

The department is authorized to purchase road material or road machinery required in the
improvement or maintenance of the primary roads, after receiving competitive bids, and to
pay for the same out of the primary road fund, and is directed to purchase, rent or lease
any machinery or other articles necessary for the use and most economical operation of the
field engineering work, the testing of materials, the preparation of plans, and for all allied
purposes, in order to enable the department to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

[C24, §4738; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b30; C39, §4755.28; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §313.37]

313.38 through 313.41 Reserved.

313.42 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. “Commission” means the state transportation commission.
2. “Department” means the state department of transportation.
[C75, 77, 79, 81, §313.42]

89 Acts, ch 134, §7

SUBCHAPTER II
MARKINGS FOR MUNICIPALITIES

313.43 Lateral or detour routes in cities.

1. Any city located on the primary road system and in which the primary road extension
as officially designated does not pass through the main part or business district of such city,
may designate and mark a lateral or detour route in order to facilitate such primary road
traffic as may desire to get into and out of such business district.

2. Lateral or detour routes shall be marked with standard markings adopted by the
department for that purpose, which markings shall clearly indicate that the lateral route
is not the official primary road extension but is in fact a lateral or detour extending to the
business district.

3. The cost of the markings shall be without expense to the state.

[C31, 35, §4755-c2; C39, §4755.34; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.43]

2013 Acts, ch 90, §75
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313.44 and 313.45 Repealed by 2013 Acts, ch 90, §216. See §313.43.

313.46 through 313.58 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER III
INTERSTATE BRIDGES — GIFT OR PURCHASE

313.59 Gift of bridge to state — acceptance.

Should the owner of any bridge, for highway traffic, over the Mississippi river or the
Missouri river, on the boundary of the state of lowa, and which bridge is a connecting link
between a primary road or primary road extension in a city of this state and a corresponding
road or extension thereof in an adjoining state, offer to give such bridge and approaches
thereto, or any part thereof, to the state, the department is hereby authorized, in its
discretion, to accept such offer in the name of the state of Iowa, and to enter into written
agreements evidencing such acceptance.

[C46, §313.28; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.59]
Referred to in §313.64, 313.65

313.60 Indebtedness paid.

When all outstanding indebtedness or other obligations against such bridge and
approaches thereto have been paid and discharged the department shall accept transfer
of title thereof to the state and is thereafter authorized to take possession of, operate and
maintain such bridge and approaches, or any part thereof, free of tolls, as a part of the
primary road system.

[C46, §313.29; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.60]
Referred to in §313.64, 313.65

313.61 Taxes forgiven.

Any such bridge and approaches, which has been offered to the department and with
respect to which the department has entered into a written agreement accepting such offer,
shall after the date of such agreement, be free from state and local property and income
taxes in this state.

[C46, §313.30; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.61]

Referred to in §313.64, 313.65

313.62 Department authority.

The authority herein given to the department to enter into agreements for, accept, take over,
operate and maintain such bridges may be exercised by the said department independently
or in cooperation with other governmental agencies within this state or in adjoining states.

[C46, §313.31; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.62]
Referred to in §313.64, 313.65

313.63 Action by adjoining state.

The department shall not enter into an agreement of acceptance until the adjoining state
enters into an agreement to accept ownership of that portion of the bridge being within the
adjoining state.

[C46, §313.32; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.63]

87 Acts, ch 232, §21
Referred to in §313.64, 313.65

313.64 Financial statement annually.

1. Ifthe department accepts the offer of any bridge over a boundary stream and enters into
a written agreement in relation to the bridge as provided in sections 313.59 through 313.63,
this section, and section 313.65, the owner or operator of the bridge shall thereafter and
until all indebtedness or other obligations against the bridge have been paid and discharged
annually file with the department a sworn statement of its financial condition. The statement
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shall show funds on hand and indebtedness at the beginning and end of the year, receipts,
disbursements, indebtedness retired during the year and any other information required by
the department to show the true and complete condition of the finances with respect to the
bridge and bridge approaches.

2. The annual budget of authorized operating and other expenditures for or on behalf of
such bridge and approaches shall be approved by the department before becoming effective.
Expenditures during the year shall not exceed the approved budget unless an increase in the
annual budget be likewise approved by the department.

[C46, §313.33; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.64]

2013 Acts, ch 90, §76; 2016 Acts, ch 1073, §99

Referred to in §313.65

313.65 Approval of taxing bodies.

Before any bridge owned by any individual or private corporation shall be accepted by
the department under the provisions of sections 313.59 through 313.64, the proposal and
acceptance shall first be approved by the following tax levying and tax certifying bodies
located in the tax district:

1. The board of supervisors.

2. The city councils.

3. The school board or boards.

[C46, §313.34; C5H0, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.65]

2014 Acts, ch 1092, §70; 2016 Acts, ch 1073, §100
Referred to in §313.64

313.66 Mississippi bridges purchased.

1. The department may purchase one-half of any bridge and its approaches for highway
traffic over the Mississippi river on the boundary of the state and which is in receivership
and is a connecting link between a primary road or primary road extension in a city of the
state and a corresponding road or extension thereof in an adjoining state, providing proper
approval is granted by the court having jurisdiction of such receivership.

2. The department is authorized to make payment for any such bridge and its approaches
from the primary road fund provided however, that in no event shall the amount of such
payment be more than one hundred thousand dollars for any one bridge and approaches
thereto, and provided further that such purchase shall not be completed or payment made
therefor until the adjoining state shall either have purchased or agreed to purchase ownership
of the remaining one-half of said bridge and approaches, and agrees to pay the costs of
repairing or maintaining such portion of the bridge and all approaches.

3. The department, after the purchase of any such bridge, is authorized to take possession
thereof and maintain such portion of the bridge and its approaches thereto free of tolls as a
part of the primary road system.

4. Before the purchase of any such bridge shall be completed by the department under
the provisions of this section, the purchase thereof shall first be approved by the following
tax levying and tax certifying bodies located in the district:

a. The board of supervisors.

b. The city councils.

c. The school board or boards.

[C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.66]

2014 Acts, ch 1092, §71

SUBCHAPTER IV
SCENIC PRIMARY ROADS — IMPROVEMENT FUND

313.67 Scenic and improvement fund.
There is hereby created a primary road scenic and improvement fund which shall include
and embrace all funds hereafter credited thereto. Said fund shall be administered by



IV-105 INTERSTATE BRIDGES, §313A.1

the department and shall be used for the construction, reconstruction, improvement and
maintenance of roadside safety rest areas and scenic beautification areas along the primary
roads of the state including the acquisition of such property and property rights needed to
accomplish said purposes. Part or all of said fund may be used to match federal allotments
made available to the state of Iowa for the purposes provided in this section and to this
end, the department is empowered on behalf of the state to enter into any agreements or
contracts with the duly constituted federal authorities in order to secure the benefit of all
present and future federal allotments.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313.67]
Referred to in §306C.10

313.68 Bridge safety fund. Repealed by 2010 Acts, ch 1184, §95.

CHAPTER 313A
INTERSTATE BRIDGES

Referred to in §307.24

313A.1 Definitions. 313A.19 Expenses of department.
313A.2 Bridge to be controlled by 313A.20 No diminution of duties while
department. bonds outstanding.
313A.3 Toll bridges constructed over 313A.21 Insurance or indemnity bond.
boundary rivers. 313A.22 Toll charges fixed by department.
313A.4 Investigation of feasibility. 313A.23 Political subdivision may aid.
313A.5 Acquiring existing bridge — 313A.24 Sale of excess land to political
bonds. ] ) subdivisions.
313A.6 Rules adopted — financial 313A.25 Sale to public.
statements. 313A.26  Accept jection of bids.
313A.7 Resolution of public interest and 313A.27 ngggh?snecsefg; fleS]: ((:);(;)I;i((;ge.l S
313A.8 Ri;}i(-:ce;-ssvtgy_serce:fgiue bonds. 313A.28  Deposit of proceeds.
313A.9 Consent to cross state property. 313A.29 Tolls imposed for improving

other bridges.

HIAND Relutonpreeetent o feh  313A20  Bridges s par ofprimary roads,

313A.12 Revenue bonds. 313A.31 Revenue bonds. i

313A.13 Sale and exchange or retirement 313A.32 Operation and control of bridge.
of bonds. 313A.33 No obligation of state.

313A.14 Proceeds in trust fund. 313A.34 Agreements with other states.

313A.15 Toll revenue fund. 313A.35 Reserved.

313A.16 Funds transferred to place of 313A.36 Purposes of powers granted.
payment. 313A.37 Failure to pay toll — penalty.

313A.17 Warrants for payment. 313A.38 Independent of any other law.

313A.18 Depositaries or paying agents. 313A.39 Construction.

313A.1 Definitions.

The following words or terms, as used in this chapter, shall have the respective meanings
as stated:

1. “Acquisition by purchase, gift, or condemnation” as used in this chapter shall mean
acquisition by the department, whether such terms “purchase, gift, or condemnation” are
used singularly or in sequence.

2. “Construct, constructing, construction or constructed” shall include the completion,
reconstruction, remodeling, repair, or improvement of any existing toll bridge or any
partially constructed interstate bridge, as well as the construction of any new toll bridge.

3. “Department” shall mean the state department of transportation.

4. “Federal bridge commission” shall mean any bridge commission organized and
operating pursuant to an Act of the Congress of the United States, even though such Act of
Congress may declare the bridge commission not to be an agency of the federal government.

5. “Toll bridge” shall mean an interstate bridge constructed, purchased or acquired under
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the provisions of this chapter, upon which tolls are charged, together with all appurtenances,

additions, alterations, improvements, and replacements thereof, and the approaches thereto,

and all lands and interests therein used therefor, and buildings and improvements thereon.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.1]

313A.2 Bridge to be controlled by department.

The department shall have full charge of the construction and acquisition of all toll bridges
constructed or acquired under the provisions of this chapter, the operation and maintenance
thereof and the imposition and collection of tolls and charges for the use thereof. The
department shall have full charge of the design of all toll bridges constructed under the
provisions of this chapter. The department shall proceed with the construction of such toll
bridges and other facilities and the approaches thereto by contract immediately upon there
being made available funds for such work and shall prosecute such work to completion
as rapidly as practicable. The department shall advertise for bids for the construction,
reconstruction, improvement, repair or remodeling of any toll bridge by publication of a
notice once each week for at least two consecutive weeks in a newspaper published and
having a general circulation throughout the state of Iowa, the first publication to appear
at least fifteen days prior to the date set for receiving bids. The department shall have the
power to accept such offer or offers, propositions or bids, and enter into such contract or
contracts as it shall deem to be to the best interest of the state.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.2]

313A.3 Toll bridges constructed over boundary rivers.

The department is hereby authorized to establish and construct toll bridges upon any
public highway, together with approaches thereto, wherever it is considered necessary
or advantageous and practical for crossing any navigable river between this state and
an adjoining state. The necessity or advantage and practicality of any toll bridge shall
be determined by the department. To obtain information for the consideration of the
department upon the construction of any toll bridge or any other matter pertaining thereto,
any officer or employee of the state, upon the request of the department, shall make
reasonable examination, investigation, survey, or reconnaissance to determine material facts
pertaining thereto and shall report such findings to the department. The cost thereof shall
be borne by the department or office conducting it from funds provided for its functions.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.3]

313A.4 Investigation of feasibility.

The department is hereby authorized to enter into agreements with any federal bridge
commission or any county or city of this state, and with an adjoining state or county, city,
or town thereof, for the purpose of implementing an investigation of the feasibility of any
toll bridge project for the bridging of a navigable river forming a portion of the boundary
of this state and such adjoining state. The department may use any funds available for the
purposes of this section. Such agreements may provide that in the event any such project
is determined to be feasible and adopted, any advancement of funds by any state, county or
city may be reimbursed out of any proceeds derived from the sale of bonds or out of tolls and
revenues to be derived from such project.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.4]

313A.5 Acquiring existing bridge — bonds.

Whenever the department deems it necessary or advantageous and practical, it may
acquire by gift, purchase, or condemnation any interstate bridge which connects with or
may be connected with the public highways and the approaches thereto, except that the
department may not condemn an existing interstate bridge used for interstate highway
traffic and combined highway and railway traffic and presently owned by a municipality,
or a person, firm, or corporation engaged in interstate commerce. The department may
also acquire by gift or purchase two or more existing interstate bridges and any partially
constructed interstate bridge, all located within ten miles of each other, complete the
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partially constructed bridge and dismantle the bridge which it is designed to replace. In
connection with the acquisition of any such bridge, bridges, or partially constructed bridge,
the department and any federal bridge commission or any city, county, or other political
subdivision of the state are authorized to do all acts and things as in this chapter are
provided for the establishing and constructing of toll bridges and operating, financing, and
maintaining such bridges insofar as such powers and requirements are applicable to the
acquisition of any toll bridge and its operation, financing, and maintenance. In so doing, they
shall act in the same manner and under the same procedures as provided for establishing,
constructing, operating, financing, and maintaining toll bridges insofar as such manner
and procedures are applicable. Without limiting the generality of the above provisions, the
department is hereby authorized to cause surveys to be made to determine the propriety
of acquiring any such bridge and the rights-of-way necessary therefor, and other facilities
necessary to carry out the provisions hereof; to issue, sell, redeem bonds or issue and
exchange bonds with present holders of outstanding bonds of bridges being acquired under
the provisions of this chapter and deposit and pay out of the proceeds of the bonds for the
financing thereof, to impose, collect, deposit, and expend tolls therefrom; to secure and
remit financial and other assistance in connection with the purchase thereof; and to carry
insurance thereon.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.5]

313A.6 Rules adopted — financial statements.

The department, its officials, and all state officials are hereby authorized to perform such
acts and make such agreements consistent with the law which are necessary and desirable
in connection with the duties and powers conferred upon them regarding the construction,
maintenance, and operation and insurance of toll bridges or the safeguarding of the funds
and revenues required for such construction and the payment of the indebtedness incurred
therefor. The department shall adopt such rules and regulations in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 17A as it may deem necessary for the administration and exercise of
its powers and duties granted by this chapter, and shall prepare annual financial statements
regarding the operation of such toll bridges which shall be made available for inspection
by the public and by the holders of revenue bonds issued by the department under the
provisions of this chapter at all reasonable times.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.6]

313A.7 Resolution of public interest and necessity — revenue bonds.

1. Whenever the department deems it to be in the best interest of the primary highway
system that any new toll bridge be constructed upon any public highway and across any
navigable river between this state and an adjoining state, the department shall adopt a
resolution declaring that the public interest and necessity require the construction of such
toll bridge and authorizing the issuance of revenue bonds in an amount sufficient for the
purpose of obtaining funds for such construction. The issuance of bonds as provided in this
chapter for the construction, purchase, or acquisition of more than one toll bridge may, at
the discretion of the department, be included in the same authority and issue or issues of
bonds, and the department is hereby authorized to pledge the gross revenues derived from
the operation of any such toll bridge under its control and jurisdiction to pay the principal
of and interest on bonds issued to pay the cost of purchasing, acquiring, or constructing any
such toll bridge financed under the provisions of this chapter. The department is hereby
granted wide discretion, in connection with the financing of the cost of any toll bridge,
to pledge the gross revenues of a single toll bridge for the payment of bonds and interest
thereon issued to pay the cost of such bridge and to pledge the gross revenues of two or
more toll bridges to pay bonds issued to pay the cost of one or more toll bridges and interest
thereon as long as the several bridges included herein are not more than ten miles apart.

2. In addition, if the department in its discretion determines that the construction of a
toll bridge cannot be financed entirely through revenue bonds and that the construction of
such toll bridge is necessary, the department may advance funds from the primary highway
fund to pay for that part of the construction cost, including the cost of approaches and all
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incidental costs, which is not paid out of the proceeds of revenue bonds. However, said funds
advanced from the primary highway fund shall be used only to pay the construction cost,
including the cost of approaches and all incidental costs, with respect to that part of the bridge
which is or will be located within the state of Iowa. After all revenue bonds and interest
thereon issued and sold pursuant to this chapter and payable from the tolls and revenues
of said bridge have been fully paid and redeemed or funds sufficient to pay said bonds and
interest, including premium, if any, have been set aside and pledged for that purpose, then
such amount advanced from the primary road fund shall be repaid to the primary road fund
from the tolls and revenues of said bridge before said bridge is made a toll free bridge under
the provisions of this chapter.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.7]

Referred to in §313A.16

313A.8 Right-of-way secured.

Whenever the department shall authorize the construction of any toll bridge, the
department is empowered to secure rights-of-way therefor and for approaches thereto by
gift or purchase or by condemnation in the manner provided by law for the taking of private
property for public purposes.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.8]

313A.9 Consent to cross state property.

The right-of-way is hereby given, dedicated, and set apart upon which to locate,
construct, and maintain toll bridges or approaches thereto or other highway crossings, and
transportation facilities thereof or thereto, through, over or across any of the lands which are
now or may be the property of this state, including highways; and through, over, or across
the streets, alleys, lanes, and roads within any city, county, or other political subdivision of
the state. If any property belonging to any city, county or other political subdivision of the
state is required to be taken for the construction of any such bridge or approach thereto or
should any such property be injured or damaged by such construction, such compensation
therefor as may be proper or necessary and as shall be agreed upon may be paid by the
department to the particular county, city or other political subdivision of the state owning
such property, or condemnation proceedings may be brought for the determination of such
compensation.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.9]

313A.10 Resolution precedent to action.

Before the department shall proceed with any action to secure right-of-way or with the
construction of any toll bridge under the provisions of this chapter, it shall first pass a
resolution finding that public interest and necessity require the acquisition of right-of-way
for and the construction of such toll bridge. Such resolution shall be conclusive evidence of
the public necessity of such construction and that such property is necessary therefor. To
aid the department in determining the public interest, a public hearing shall be held in the
county or counties of this state in which any portion of a bridge is proposed to be located.
Notice of such hearing shall be published at least once in a newspaper published and having
a general circulation in the county or counties where such bridge is proposed to be located,
not less than twenty days prior to the date of the hearing. When it becomes necessary for
the department to condemn any real estate to be used in connection with any such bridge,
or to condemn any existing bridge, such condemnation shall be carried out in a manner
consistent with the provisions of chapters 6A and 6B. In eminent domain proceedings to
acquire property for any of the purposes of this chapter, any bridge, real property, personal
property, franchises, rights, easements, or other property or privileges appurtenant thereto
appropriated or dedicated to a public use or purpose by any person, firm, private, public
or municipal corporation, county, city, district or any political subdivision of the state, may
be condemned and taken, and the acquisition and use thereof as herein provided for the
same public use or purpose to which such property has been so appropriated or dedicated,
or for any other public use or purpose, shall be deemed a superior and permanent right and
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necessity, and a more necessary use and purpose than the public use or purpose to which

such property has already been appropriated or dedicated, and any condemnation award

may be paid from the proceeds of revenue bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.10]

313A.11 Payment from available funds.

If the department determines that any toll bridge should be constructed or acquired
under its authority, all costs thereof, including land, right-of-way, surveying, engineering,
construction, legal and administrative expenses, and fees of any fiscal adviser, shall be paid
out of any funds available for payment of the cost of the bridge.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.11]

313A.12 Revenue bonds.

1. The department is hereby authorized and empowered to issue revenue bonds for the
acquisition, purchase, or construction of any interstate bridge. Any and all bonds issued by
the department for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of any interstate bridge under
the authority of this chapter shall be issued in the name of the department and shall constitute
obligations only of the department, shall be identified by some appropriate name, and shall
contain a recital on the face thereof that the payment or redemption of said bonds and the
payment of the interest thereon are secured by a direct charge and lien upon the tolls and
other revenues of any nature whatever received from the operation of the particular bridge
for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of which the bonds are issued and of such other
bridge or bridges as may have been pledged therefor, and that neither the payment of the
principal or any part thereof nor of the interest thereon or any part thereof constitutes a
debt, liability, or obligation of the state of lowa. When it is determined by the department to
be in the best public interest, any bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter may be
refunded and refinanced at a lower rate, the same rate or a higher rate or rates of interest
and from time to time as often as the department shall find it to be advisable and necessary
so to do. Bonds issued to refund other bonds theretofore issued by the department under
the provisions of this chapter may either be sold in the manner hereinafter provided and
the proceeds thereof applied to the payment of the bonds being refunded, or the refunding
bonds may be exchanged for and in payment and discharge of the bonds being refunded.
The refunding bonds may be sold or exchanged in installments at different times or an entire
issue or series may be sold or exchanged at one time. Any issue or series of refunding bonds
may be exchanged in part or sold in part in installments at different times or at one time.
The refunding bonds may be sold at any time on, before, or after the maturity of any of the
outstanding bonds to be refinanced thereby and may be issued for the purpose of refunding a
like or greater principal amount of bonds, except that the principal amount of the refunding
bonds may exceed the principal amount of the bonds to be refunded to the extent necessary
to pay any premium due on the call of the bonds to be refunded or to fund interest in arrears
or about to become due. The gross revenues of any toll bridge pledged to the payment of the
bonds being refunded, together with the unpledged gross revenues of any other toll bridges
located within ten miles of said bridge, may be pledged by the department to pay the principal
of and interest on the refunding bonds and to create and maintain reserves therefor.

2. The department is empowered to receive and accept funds from the state of Iowa or the
federal government or any other state upon a cooperative or other basis for the acquisition,
purchase, or construction of any interstate bridge authorized under the provisions of this
chapter and is empowered to enter into such agreements with the state of Iowa or any other
state or the federal government as may be required for the securing of such funds.

3. The department is authorized and empowered to spend from annual primary road
fund receipts sufficient moneys to pay the cost of operation, maintenance, insurance,
collection of tolls and accounting therefor and all other charges incidental to the operation
and maintenance of any toll bridge administered under the provisions of this chapter.
However, said annual primary road fund receipts shall be used only to pay such costs and
charges with respect to that part of the bridge which is located within the state of Iowa.

4. The department may also issue its revenue bonds to pay all or any part of the cost
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of acquiring two or more existing interstate bridges and any partially constructed interstate
bridge, all located within ten miles of each other, of completing the partially constructed
bridge and of dismantling the bridge which it is designed to replace, and to impose and collect
tolls on all of such bridges and to pledge the revenues derived therefrom to the payment of the
bonds issued to finance such project. The department may also issue its revenue bonds to pay
all or any part of the cost of reconstructing, completing, improving, repairing, or remodeling
any interstate bridge or partially constructed bridge, impose and collect tolls, and pledge the
bridge revenues to the payment of said bonds.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.12]

2017 Acts, ch 54, §76

Referred to in §313A.16

313A.13 Sale and exchange or retirement of bonds.

The revenue bonds may be issued and sold or exchanged by the department from time
to time and in such amounts as it deems necessary to provide sufficient funds for the
acquisition, purchase, or construction of any such bridge and to pay interest on bonds
issued for the construction of any toll bridge during the period of actual construction and
for six months after completion thereof. The department is hereby authorized to adopt all
necessary resolutions prescribing the form, conditions, and denominations of the bonds,
the maturity dates therefor, and the interest rate or rates which the bonds shall bear. All
bonds of the same issue need not bear the same interest rate. Principal and interest of
the bonds shall be payable at such place or places within or without the state of Iowa as
determined by the department, and the bonds may contain provisions for registration as to
principal or interest, or both. Interest shall be payable at such times as determined by the
department and the bonds shall mature at such times and in such amounts as the department
prescribes. The department may provide for the retirement of the bonds at any time prior
to maturity, and in such manner and upon payment of such premiums as it may determine
in the resolution providing for the issuance of the bonds. All such bonds and any coupons
attached thereto shall be signed by such officials of the department as the department may
direct. Successive issues of such bonds within the limits of the original authorization shall
have equal preference with respect to the payment of the principal thereof and the payment
of interest thereon. The department may fix different maturity dates, serially or otherwise,
for successive issues under any one original authorization. All bonds issued under the
provisions of this chapter shall have all the qualities of negotiable instruments under the
laws of the state of Iowa. All bonds issued and sold hereunder shall be sold to the highest
and best bidder on the basis of sealed proposals received pursuant to a notice specifying
the time and place of sale and the amount of bonds to be sold which shall be published at
least once not less than seven days prior to the sale in a newspaper published in the state
of Iowa and having a general circulation in said state. None of the provisions of chapter 75
shall apply to bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter but such bonds shall be sold
upon terms of not less than par plus accrued interest. The department may reject any or
all bids received at the public sale and may thereafter sell the bonds at private sale on such
terms and conditions as it deems most advantageous to its own interests, but not at a price
below that of the best bid received at the advertised sale. The department may enter into
contracts and borrow money through the sale of bonds of the same character as those herein
authorized, from the United States or any agency thereof, upon such conditions and terms as
may be agreed to and the bonds shall be subject to all the provisions of this chapter, except
that any bonds issued hereunder to the United States or any agency thereof need not first be
offered at public sale. The department may also provide for the private sale of bonds issued
under the provisions of this chapter to the state treasurer of Iowa upon such terms and
conditions as may be agreed upon, and in such event said bonds need not first be offered at
public sale. Temporary or interim bonds, certificates, or receipts, of any denomination, and
with or without coupons attached, signed by such official as the department may direct, may
be issued and delivered until the definitive bonds are executed and available for delivery.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.13]
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313A.14 Proceeds in trust fund.

The proceeds from the sale of all bonds authorized and issued under the provisions of this
chapter shall be deposited by the department in a fund designated as the construction fund
of the particular interstate bridge or bridges for which such bonds were issued and sold,
which fund shall not be a state fund and shall at all times be kept segregated and set apart
from all other funds and in trust for the purposes herein set out. Such proceeds shall be
paid out or disbursed solely for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of such interstate
bridge or bridges and expenses incident thereto, the acquisition of the necessary lands and
easements therefor and the payment of interest on such bonds during the period of actual
construction and for a period of six months thereafter, only as the need therefor shall arise
and the department may agree with the purchaser of said bonds upon any conditions or
limitations restricting the disbursement of such funds that may be deemed advisable, for
the purpose of assuring the proper application of such funds. All moneys in such fund and
not required to meet current construction costs of the interstate bridge or bridges for which
such bonds were issued and sold, and all funds constituting surplus revenues which are not
immediately needed for the particular object or purpose to which they must be applied or
are pledged may be invested in obligations issued or guaranteed by the United States or
by any person controlled by or supervised by and acting as an instrumentality of the United
States pursuant to authority granted by the Congress of the United States; provided, however,
that the department may provide in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds
that the investment of such moneys shall be made only in particular bonds and obligations
within the classifications eligible for such investment and such provisions shall thereupon be
binding upon the department and all officials having anything to do with such investment.
Any surplus which may exist in said construction fund shall be applied to the retirement of
bonds issued for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of any such interstate bridge by
purchase or call and, in the event such bonds cannot be purchased at a price satisfactory to
the department and are not by their terms callable prior to maturity, such surplus shall be
paid into the fund applicable to the payment of principal and interest of said bonds and shall
be used for that purpose. The proceedings authorizing the issuance of bonds may provide
limitations and conditions upon the time and manner of applying such surplus to the purchase
and call of outstanding bonds and the terms upon which they shall be purchased or called
and such limitations and conditions shall be followed and observed in the application and use
of such surplus. All bonds so retired by purchase or call shall be immediately canceled.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.14]

313A.15 Toll revenue fund.

All tolls or other revenues received from the operation of any toll bridge acquired,
purchased, or constructed with the proceeds of bonds issued and sold hereunder shall be
deposited by the department to the credit of a special trust fund to be designated as the toll
revenue fund of the particular toll bridge or toll bridges producing such tolls or revenue,
which fund shall be a trust fund and shall at all times be kept segregated and set apart from
all other funds.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.15]

313A.16 Funds transferred to place of payment.

From the money so deposited in each separate construction fund as hereinabove provided,
at the direction of the department there shall be transferred to the place or places of payment
named in said bonds such sums as may be required to pay the interest as it becomes due on all
bonds issued and outstanding for the construction of such particular toll bridge or toll bridges
during the period of actual construction and during the period of six months immediately
thereafter. The department shall thereafter transfer from each separate toll revenue fund
to the place or places of payment named in the bonds for which said revenues have been
pledged such sums as may be required to pay the interest on said bonds and redeem the
principal thereof as such interest and principal become due. All funds so transferred for the
payment of principal of or interest on bonds issued for any particular toll bridge or toll bridges
shall be segregated and applied solely for the payment of said principal or interest. The
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proceedings authorizing the issuance of the bonds may provide for the setting up of a reserve
fund or funds out of the tolls and other revenues not needed for the payment of principal and
interest, as the same currently matures and for the preservation and continuance of such fund
in a manner to be provided therein, and such proceedings may also require the immediate
application of all surplus moneys in such toll revenue fund to the retirement of such bonds
prior to maturity, by call or purchase, in such manner and upon such terms and the payment of
such premiums as may be deemed advisable in the judgment of the department. The moneys
remaining in each separate toll revenue fund after providing the amount required for the
payment of principal of and interest on bonds as hereinabove provided, shall be held and
applied as provided in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds. In the event
the proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds do not require surplus revenues to
be held or applied in any particular manner, they shall be allocated and used for such other
purposes incidental to the construction, operation, and maintenance of any toll bridge as the
department may determine and as permitted under sections 313A.7 and 313A.12.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.16]

313A.17 Warrants for payment.

Warrants for payments to be made on account of such bonds shall be drawn by the
department on duly approved vouchers. Moneys required to meet the costs of purchase
or construction and all expenses and costs incidental to the acquisition, purchase, or
construction of any particular interstate bridge or to meet the costs of operating, maintaining,
and repairing the same, shall be paid by the department from the proper fund therefor upon
duly approved vouchers. All interest received or earned on money deposited in each and
every fund herein provided for shall be credited to and become a part of the particular fund
upon which said interest accrues.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.17]

313A.18 Depositaries or paying agents.

The department may provide in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of bonds or may
otherwise agree with the purchasers of bonds regarding the deposit of all moneys constituting
the construction fund and the toll revenue fund and provide for the deposit of such money
at such times and with such depositaries or paying agents and upon the furnishing of such
security as may meet with the approval of the purchasers of such bonds.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.18]

313A.19 Expenses of department.

Notwithstanding any provision contained in this chapter, the proceeds received from the
sale of bonds and the tolls or other revenues received from the operation of any toll bridge may
be used to defray any expenses incurred by the department in connection with and incidental
to the issuance and sale of bonds for the acquisition, purchase, or construction of any such
toll bridge including expenses for the preparation of surveys and estimates, legal, fiscal and
administrative expenses, and the making of such inspections and examinations as may be
required by the purchasers of such bonds; provided, that the proceedings authorizing the
issuance of such bonds may contain appropriate provisions governing the use and application
of said bond proceeds and toll or other revenues for the purposes herein specified.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.19]

313A.20 No diminution of duties while bonds outstanding.

While any bonds issued by the department remain outstanding, the powers, duties or
existence of the department or of any other official or agency of the state shall not be
diminished or impaired in any manner that will affect adversely the interests and rights of
the holders of such bonds. The holder of any bond may by mandamus or other appropriate
proceeding require and compel the performance of any of the duties imposed upon any state
department, official, or employee or imposed upon the department or its officers, agents,
and employees in connection with the acquisition, purchase, construction, maintenance,
operation, and insurance of any bridge and in connection with the collection, deposit,
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investment, application, and disbursement of all tolls and other revenues derived from
the operation and use of any bridge and in connection with the deposit, investment, and
disbursement of the proceeds received from the issuance of bonds; provided, that the
enumeration of such rights and remedies herein shall not be deemed to exclude the exercise
or prosecution of any other rights or remedies by the holders of such bonds.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.20]

313A.21 Insurance or indemnity bond.

When any toll bridge authorized hereunder is being built by the department it may carry
or cause to be carried such an amount of insurance or indemnity bond or bonds as protection
against loss or damage as it may deem proper. The department is hereby further empowered
to carry such an amount of insurance to cover any accident or destruction in part or in
whole to any toll bridge. All moneys collected on any indemnity bond or insurance policy as
the result of any damage or injury to any such toll bridge shall be used for the purpose of
repairing or rebuilding of any such toll bridge as long as there are revenue bonds against
any such structure outstanding and unredeemed. The department is also empowered to
carry insurance or indemnity bonds insuring against the loss of tolls or other revenues to
be derived from any such toll bridge by reason of any interruption in the use of such toll
bridge from any cause whatever, and the proceeds of such insurance or indemnity bonds
shall be paid into the fund into which the tolls and other revenues of the bridge thus insured
are required to be paid and shall be applied to the same purposes and in the same manner
as other moneys in the said fund. Such insurance or indemnity bonds may be in an amount
equal to the probable tolls and other revenues to be received from the operation of such
toll bridge during any period of time that may be determined upon by the department and
fixed in its discretion, and be paid for out of the toll revenue fund as may be specified in
said proceedings. The department may provide in the proceedings authorizing the issuance
of bonds for the carrying of insurance as authorized by this chapter and the purchase and
carrying of insurance as authorized by this chapter shall thereupon be obligatory upon
the department and be paid for out of the toll revenue fund as may be specified in said
proceedings.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.21]

313A.22 Toll charges fixed by department.

The department is hereby empowered to fix the rates of toll and other charges for all
interstate bridges acquired, purchased, or constructed under the terms of this chapter.
Toll charges so fixed may be changed from time to time as conditions may warrant. The
department in establishing toll charges shall give due consideration to the amount required
annually to pay the principal of and interest on bonds payable from the revenues thereof.
The tolls and charges shall be at all times fixed at rates sufficient to pay the bonds and
interest as they mature, together with the creation and maintenance of bond reserve funds
and other funds as established in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of the bonds,
for any particular toll bridge. The amounts required to pay the principal of and interest on
bonds shall constitute a charge and lien on all such tolls and other revenues and interest
thereon and sinking funds created therefrom received from the use and operation of said
toll bridge, and the department is hereby authorized to pledge a sufficient amount of said
tolls and revenues for the payment of bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter and
interest thereon and to create and maintain a reserve therefor. Such tolls and revenues,
together with the interest earned thereon, shall constitute a trust fund for the security and
payment of such bonds and shall not be used or pledged for any other purpose as long as
such bonds or any of them are outstanding and unpaid.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.22]

313A.23 Political subdivision may aid.

Whenever a proposed interstate bridge is to be acquired, purchased or constructed, any
city, county, or other political subdivision located in relation to such facility so as to benefit
directly or indirectly thereby, may, either jointly or separately, at the request of the department
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advance or contribute money, rights-of-way, labor, materials, and other property toward the
expense of acquiring, purchasing or constructing the bridge, and for preliminary surveys
and the preparation of plans and estimates of cost therefor and other preliminary expenses.
Any such city, county, or other political subdivision may, either jointly or separately, at the
request of the department advance or contribute money for the purpose of guaranteeing the
payment of interest or principal on the bonds issued by the department to finance the bridge.
Appropriations for such purposes may be made from any funds available, including county
road funds received from or credited by the state, or funds obtained by excess tax levies
made pursuant to law or the issuance of general obligation bonds for this purpose. Money
or property so advanced or contributed may be immediately transferred or delivered to the
department to be used for the purpose for which contribution was made. The department may
enter into an agreement with a city, county, or other political subdivision to repay any money
or the value of a right-of-way, labor, materials or other property so advanced or contributed.
The department may make such repayment to a city, county, or other political subdivision
and reimburse the state for any expenditures made by it in connection with the bridge out of
tolls and other revenues for the use of the bridge.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.23]

Referred to in §331.429

313A.24 Sale of excess land to political subdivisions.

If the department deems that any land, including improvements thereon, is no longer
required for toll bridge purposes and that it is in the public interest, it may negotiate for the
sale of such land to the state or to any city, county, or other political subdivision or municipal
corporation of the state. The department shall certify the agreement for the sale to the state
executive council, with a description of the land and the terms of the sale and the state
executive council may execute the deed and deliver it to the grantee.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.24]

Referred to in §313A.28

313A.25 Sale to public.

If the department is of the opinion that any land, including improvements thereon, is no
longer required for toll bridge purposes, it may be offered for sale upon publication of a notice
once each week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper published and having a general
circulation throughout the state of Iowa, specifying the time and place fixed for the receipt of
bids.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.25]
Referred to in §313A.28

313A.26 Acceptance or rejection of bids.

The department may reject all such bids if the highest bid does not equal the reasonable
fair market value of the real property, plus the value of the improvements thereon, computed
on the basis of the reproduction value less depreciation. The department may accept the
highest and best bid, and certify the agreement for the sale to the state executive council,
with a description of the land and the terms of the sale and the state executive council shall
execute the deed and deliver it to the grantee.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.26]
Referred to in §313A.28

313A.27 Franchises for use of bridge.

If the department deems it consistent with the use and operation of any toll bridge, the
department may grant franchises to persons, firms, associations, private or municipal
corporations, the United States government or any agency thereof, to use any portion of
the property of any toll bridge, including approaches thereto, for the construction and
maintenance of water pipes, flumes, gas pipes, telephone, telegraph and electric light and
power lines and conduits, trams or railways, and any other such facilities in the manner of
granting franchises on state highways.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.27]

Referred to in §313A.28
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313A.28 Deposit of proceeds.

Any moneys received pursuant to the provisions of sections 313A.24 through 313A.27 shall
be deposited by the department into the separate and proper trust fund established for the
bridge.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.28]

313A.29 Tolls imposed for improving other bridges.

The department shall have the right to impose and reimpose tolls for pedestrian or
vehicular traffic over any interstate bridges under its control and jurisdiction for the purpose
of paying the cost of reconstructing and improving existing bridges and their approaches,
purchasing existing bridges, and constructing new bridges and approaches, provided that
any such existing bridge or new bridge is located within ten miles of the bridge on which
tolls are so imposed or reimposed, to pay interest on and create a sinking fund for the
retirement of revenue bonds issued for the account of such projects and to pay any and all
costs and expenses incurred by the department in connection with and incidental to the
issuance and sale of bonds and for the preparation of surveys and estimates and to establish
the required interest reserves for and during the estimated construction period and for six
months thereafter.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.29]
Referred to in §313A.30

313A.30 Bridges as part of primary roads.

The bridges herein provided for may be incorporated into the primary road system as
toll free bridges whenever the costs of the construction of the bridges and the approaches
thereto and the reconstruction and improvement of existing bridges and approaches thereto,
including all incidental costs, have been paid and when all revenue bonds and interest
thereon issued and sold pursuant to this chapter and payable from the tolls and revenues
thereof shall have been fully paid and redeemed or funds sufficient to pay said bonds and
interest, including premium, if any, have been set aside and pledged for that purpose.
However, tolls may again be imposed as provided in section 313A.29.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.30]

313A.31 Revenue bonds.

1. The department shall have the power and is hereby authorized by resolution to issue,
sell, or pledge its revenue bonds in an amount sufficient to provide funds to pay all or any part
of the costs of construction of a new bridge and approaches thereto and the reconstruction,
improvement, and maintaining of an existing bridge and approaches thereto, including all
costs of survey, acquisition of right-of-way, engineering, legal, fiscal and incidental expenses,
to pay the interest due thereon during the period beginning with the date of issue of the bonds
and ending at the expiration of six months after the first imposition and collection of tolls
from the users of said bridges, and all costs incidental to the issuance and sale of the bonds.

2. Except as may be otherwise specifically provided by statute, all of the other provisions
of this chapter shall govern the issuance and sale of revenue bonds issued under this section,
the execution thereof, the disbursement of the proceeds of issuance thereof, the interest
rate or rates thereon, their form, terms, conditions, covenants, negotiability, denominations,
maturity date or dates, the creation of special funds or accounts safeguarding and providing
for the payment of the principal thereof and interest thereon, and their manner of redemption
and retirement.

3. Such bonds shall include a covenant that the payment of the principal thereof and the
interest thereon are secured by a first and direct charge and lien on all of the tolls and other
gross revenues received from the operation of said toll bridges and from any interest which
may be earned from the deposit or investment of any such revenues.

4. The tolls and charges shall be at all times fixed at rates sufficient to pay the bonds and
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interest as they mature, together with the creation and maintenance of bond reserve funds
and other funds as established in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of the bonds.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.31]
2017 Acts, ch 54, §76

313A.32 Operation and control of bridge.

The department is hereby authorized to operate and to assume the full control of said toll
bridges and each portion thereof whether within or without the borders of the state of Iowa,
with full power to impose and collect tolls from the users of such bridges for the purpose of
providing revenues at least sufficient to pay the cost and incidental expenses of construction
and acquisition of said bridges and approaches in both states in which located and for the
payment of the principal of and interest on its revenue bonds as authorized by this chapter.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.32]

313A.33 No obligation of state.

Under no circumstances shall any bonds issued under the terms of this chapter be or
become or be construed to constitute a debt of or charge against the state of lowa within the
purview of any constitutional or statutory limitation or provision. No taxes, appropriations
or other funds of the state of Iowa may be pledged for or used to pay such bonds or the
interest thereon, but any such bonds shall be payable solely and only as to both principal
and interest from the tolls and revenues derived from the operation of any toll bridge or toll
bridges acquired, purchased, or constructed under this chapter, and the sole remedy for any
breach or default of the terms of any such bonds or proceedings for their issuance shall be
a proceeding either in law or in equity by suit, action or mandamus to enforce and compel
performance of the duties required by this chapter and the terms of the resolution under
which such bonds are issued.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.33]

313A.34 Agreements with other states.

The director of transportation may, subject to the approval of the state transportation
commission, enter into such agreement or agreements with other state highway commissions
and the governmental agencies or subdivisions of the state of Iowa or other states and
with federal bridge commissions as they shall find necessary or convenient to carry out
the purposes of this chapter, and is authorized to do any and all acts contained in such
agreement or agreements that are necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes of
this chapter. Such agreements may include, but shall not be restricted to, the following
provisions:

1. A provision that the department shall assume and have complete responsibility for the
operation of such bridges and approaches thereto, and with full power to impose and collect
all toll charges from the users of such bridges and to disburse the revenue derived therefrom
for the payment of principal and interest on any revenue bonds herein provided for and to
carry out the purposes of this chapter.

2. Aprovision that the department shall provide for the issuance, sale, exchange or pledge,
and payment of revenue bonds payable solely from the revenues derived from the imposition
and collection of tolls upon such toll bridges.

3. A provision that the department, after consultation with the other governmental
agencies or subdivisions who are parties to such agreements, shall fix and revise the
classifications and amounts of tolls to be charged and collected from the users of the toll
bridges, with the further provision that such toll charges shall be removed after all costs of
planning, designing, and construction of such toll bridges and approaches thereto and all
incidental costs shall have been paid, and all of said revenue bonds, and interest thereon,
issued pursuant to this chapter shall have been fully paid and redeemed or funds sufficient
therefor have been set aside and pledged for that purpose.

4. A provision that all acts pertaining to the design and construction of such toll bridges
may be done and performed by the department and that any and all contracts for the
construction of such toll bridges shall be awarded in the name of the department.
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5. A provision that the state of Iowa and adjoining state and all governmental agencies or
subdivisions party to such agreement shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of the sale of
such bonds or out of tolls and revenues as herein allowed for any advances they may have
made or expenses they may have incurred for any of the purposes for which said revenue
bonds may be issued, after duly verified itemized statements of such advances and expenses
have been submitted to and been approved by all parties to such agreement.

6. A provision for the division of ownership with the adjoining state and for a proportional
division of the maintenance costs of the bridge when all outstanding indebtedness or other
obligations payable from the revenues of the bridge have been paid.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.34]

87 Acts, ch 232, §22

313A.35 Reserved.

313A.36 Purposes of powers granted.

The exercise of the powers granted by this chapter will be in all respects for the benefit
of the people of the state of lowa, for the increase of their commerce and prosperity and for
the improvement of their health and living conditions, and as the acquisition, construction,
operation, and maintenance by the department of the projects herein defined will constitute
the performance of essential governmental functions, the department shall not be required to
pay any taxes or assessments upon such projects or upon any property acquired or used by the
department under the provisions of this chapter or upon the income from such projects, and
the bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter, their transfer and the income therefrom
including any profit made on the sale thereof shall at all times be free from taxation by or
within the state of Iowa.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, $§313A.36]
Referred to in §422.7(2) (0)

313A.37 Failure to pay toll — penalty.

Any person who uses any toll bridge and fails or refuses to pay the toll provided therefor
shall be guilty of a simple misdemeanor.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.37]

313A.38 Independent of any other law.

This chapter shall be construed as providing an alternative and independent method for
the acquisition, purchase, or construction of interstate bridges, for the issuance and sale or
exchange of bonds in connection therewith and for refunding bonds pertinent thereto, and
for the imposition, collection, and application of the proceeds of tolls and charges for the
use of interstate bridges, without reference to any other statute, and shall not be construed
as an amendment of or subject to the provisions of any other law, and no publication of any
notice, and no other or further proceeding in respect to the issuance or sale or exchange of
bonds under this chapter shall be required except such as are prescribed by this chapter, any
provisions of other statutes of the state to the contrary notwithstanding.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.38]

313A.39 Construction.

This chapter, being necessary for the public safety and welfare, shall be liberally construed
to effectuate the purposes thereof.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §313A.39]
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CHAPTER 314
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS FOR HIGHWAYS

Referred to in §307.24, 311.32, 331.362

314.1 Bidding procedures — basis for 314.15 Disadvantaged business
awarding contracts. enterprises — rules.

314.1A Detailed cost accountings by 314.16 Interstate 80 — route designation.
cities and counties — rules. 314.17 Mowing on interstates, primary

314.1B Bid threshold subcommittees — highways, and secondary
adjustments — notice. roads.

gﬁl-g Si)r}ﬂicts of intereit. d . 314.18 Responsibility for bridge

. alms — approval and payment. inspection.

314.4 Partial payments. 314.19 Reseeding open ditches.

314.5 Extensions in certain cities. 314.20 Utility easements on highway

314.6 Highways along city limits. right-of-way.

314.7 Trees — Ingress or egress — 31421  Living roadway trust fund.

rainage. 314.22 Integrated roadside vegetation

314.8 Government markers preserved. management

314.9 Entering private property. . ) .

31410  State-line highways. Sl Diwironmental protection.

314.11 Use of bridges by utility . atural an 1st01j1c preservation.
companies. 314.25 Green space prov1ded.

314.12 Borrow pits — topsoil preserved. 314.26 Schwengel Bridge.

314.12A  Preservation of topsoil in highway 314.27 Refreshments at rest areas on
construction. certain holidays.

314.13 Definitions. 314.28 K(?ep Iowa beautiful fund.

314.13A Contract assessment — 314.29 Dick Drake Way.
socially and economically 314.30 Cattle guards.
disadvantaged individuals. 314.31 Iowa medal of honor highway —

314.14 Contracts set aside for small signs purchased and installed
businesses. by private entities.

314.1 Bidding procedures — basis for awarding contracts.

1. The agency having charge of the receipt of bids and the award of contracts for the
construction, reconstruction, improvement, or repair or maintenance of a highway, bridge,
or culvert may require, for any highway, bridge, or culvert contract letting, that each bidder
file with the agency a statement showing the bidder’s financial standing, equipment, and
experience in the execution of like or similar work. The statements shall be on standard
forms prepared by the department and shall be filed with the agency prior to the letting at
which the bidder expects to bid. The agency may, in advance of the letting, notify the bidder
as to the amount and the nature of the work for which the bidder is deemed qualified to bid. A
bidder who is prequalified under this subsection by the department shall be deemed qualified
for a highway, bridge, or culvert contract letting by any other agency and shall submit proof
of the prequalification in a manner determined by the department if required to do so by the
agency.

2. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a public improvement
that involves the construction, reconstruction, or improvement of a highway, bridge, or
culvert and that has a cost in excess of the applicable threshold in section 73A.18, 262.34,
297.7, 309.40, 310.14, or 313.10, as modified by the bid threshold subcommittee pursuant
to section 314.1B, shall be advertised and let for bid, except such public improvements that
involve emergency work pursuant to section 309.40A, 313.10, or 384.103, subsection 2. For
a city having a population of fifty thousand or less, a public improvement that involves the
construction, reconstruction, or improvement of a highway, bridge, or culvert that has a cost
in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars, as modified by the bid threshold subcommittee
pursuant to section 314.1B, shall be advertised and let for bid, excluding emergency work.
However, a public improvement that has an estimated total cost to a city in excess of a
threshold of fifty thousand dollars, as modified by the bid threshold subcommittee pursuant
to section 314.1B, and that involves the construction, reconstruction, or improvement of a
highway, bridge, or culvert that is under the jurisdiction of a city with a population of more
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than fifty thousand, shall be advertised and let for bid. Cities required to competitively
bid highway, bridge, or culvert work shall do so in compliance with the contract letting
procedures of sections 26.3 through 26.12.

3. a. In the award of contracts for the construction, reconstruction, improvement,
or repair or maintenance of a highway, bridge, or culvert, the agency having charge of
awarding such contracts shall give due consideration not only to the prices bid but also to
the mechanical or other equipment and the financial responsibility and experience in the
performance of like or similar contracts. The agency may reject any or all bids. The agency
may readvertise and relet the project without conducting an additional public hearing if no
substantial changes are made to the project’s plans or specifications. The agency may let by
private contract or build by day labor, at a cost not in excess of the lowest bid received.

b. Upon the completion of any contract or project on either the farm-to-market or
secondary road system, the county engineer shall file with the county auditor a statement
showing the total cost thereof with certificate that the work has been done in accordance
with the plans and specifications. Upon completion of a contract or project on the municipal
street system, the city public works department or city engineer shall file with the city clerk a
statement showing the total cost of the contract or project with a certificate that the work has
been done in accordance with the plans and specifications. All contracts shall be in writing
and shall be secured by a bond for the faithful performance thereof as provided by law.

[S13, §1527-s18; C24, §4651, 4700; C27, 31, 35, §4644-c41, 4651, 4755-b11; C39, §4644.39,
4651, 4686.15, 4755.11; C46, §309.57, 310.15, 313.11; C50, §308A.10, 309.39; C54, §309.39,
314.1; C58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.1]

2001 Acts, ch 32, §7, 14; 2006 Acts, ch 1017, §27, 42, 43; 2006 Acts, ch 1185, §80; 2010 Acts,
ch 1061, §106; 2018 Acts, ch 1097, §2

Referred to in §26A.3, 91C.2, 314.1B, 314.2, 314.14, 331.341

314.1A Detailed cost accountings by cities and counties — rules.

1. The department shall adopt rules prescribing the manner by which cities and counties
shall provide a detailed cost accounting under section 309.93 or 312.14, of all instances
of the use of day labor or public or private contracts for construction, reconstruction, or
improvement projects of a highway, bridge, or culvert within their jurisdiction.

2. The department shall adopt rules prescribing the manner by which governmental
entities, as defined in section 26.2, shall administer section 26.14 concerning public
improvement quotations.

3. The rules shall include definitions concerning types of projects and uniform
requirements and definitions that cities and counties under subsection 1 and governmental
entities under subsection 2 shall use in determining costs for such projects. The department
shall establish horizontal and vertical infrastructure advisory committees composed of
representatives of public sector agencies, private sector vertical and horizontal contractor
organizations, and certified public employee collective bargaining organizations to make
recommendations for such rules.

2001 Acts, ch 32, §8; 2006 Acts, ch 1017, §28, 42, 43
Referred to in §309.93, 312.14, 314.1B

314.1B Bid threshold subcommittees — adjustments — notice.

1. Horizontal infrastructure.

a. The director of the department shall appoint, from the members of the appropriate
advisory committee established under section 314.1A, a horizontal infrastructure bid
threshold subcommittee for highway, bridge, or culvert projects. The subcommittee shall
consist of seven members, three of whom shall be representatives of cities and counties,
three of whom shall be representatives of private sector contractor organizations, and with
the remaining member being the director or the director’s designee, who shall serve as
chairperson of the subcommittee. A vacancy in the membership of the subcommittee shall
be filled by the director.

b. The subcommittee shall review the competitive bid thresholds applicable to city
and county highway, bridge, and culvert projects. The subcommittee shall review price
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adjustments for all types of city and county highway, bridge, and culvert construction,
reconstruction, and improvement projects, based on changes in the construction price
index from the preceding year. Upon completion of the review the subcommittee may
make adjustments in the applicable bid thresholds for types of work based on the price
adjustments.

c. A bid threshold, under this subsection, shall not be adjusted to an amount that is less
than the bid threshold applicable to a city or county on July 1, 2006, as provided in section
73A.18, 309.40, 310.14, or 314.1. An adjusted bid threshold shall take effect as provided in
subsection 3, and shall remain in effect until a new adjusted bid threshold is established and
becomes effective as provided in this section.

2. Vertical infrastructure.

a. The director of the department shall appoint, from the members of the appropriate
advisory committee established under section 314.1A, a vertical infrastructure bid threshold
subcommittee for public improvements as defined in section 26.2. The subcommittee shall
consist of seven members, three of whom shall be representatives of governmental entities
as defined in section 26.2, three of whom shall be representatives of private sector vertical
infrastructure contractor organizations, and with the remaining member being the director
or the director’s designee, who shall serve as chairperson of the subcommittee. A vacancy in
the membership of the subcommittee shall be filled by the director.

b. The subcommittee appointed under this subsection shall review the competitive
bid thresholds applicable to governmental entities under chapter 26. The subcommittee
shall review price adjustments for all types of construction, reconstruction, and public
improvement projects based on the changes in the construction price index, building cost
index, and material cost index from the preceding adjustment. Upon completion of the
review the subcommittee may make adjustments in the applicable bid thresholds for types
of work based on the price adjustments.

c. The subcommittee shall not make an initial adjustment to the competitive bid threshold
in section 26.3 to be effective prior to January 1, 2012. Thereafter, the subcommittee shall
adjust the bid threshold amount in accordance with subsection 3 but shall not adjust the bid
threshold to an amount less than the bid threshold applicable to a governmental entity on
January 1, 2007.

d. Beginning July 1, 2006, the subcommittee shall make adjustments to the competitive
quotation threshold amounts in section 26.14 for vertical infrastructure in accordance with
the methodology of paragraph “b”.

e. After 2012, the subcommittee shall adjust the competitive quotation threshold amounts
in section 26.14 at the same time and by the same percentage as adjustments are made to the
competitive bid threshold.

3. Review — publication. Each subcommittee shall meet to conduct the review and make
the adjustments described in this section on or before August 1 of every other year, or of every
year if determined necessary by the subcommittee. By September 1 of each year in which a
subcommittee makes adjustments in the bid or quotation thresholds, the director shall cause
an advisory notice to be published in the Iowa administrative bulletin and in a newspaper
of general circulation in this state, stating the adjusted bid and quotation thresholds to be
in effect on January 1 of the following year, as established by the subcommittees under this
section.

2001 Acts, ch 32, §9, 14; 2006 Acts, ch 1017, §29, 42, 43; 2007 Acts, ch 144, §11, 12
Referred to in §8A.311, 26.3, 26.5, 26.12, 26.14, 26.15, 26A.3, 281.9, 35A.10, 73A.2, 73A.18, 161C.2, 218.58, 273.14, 297.8, 314.1, 330A.12,
331.341, 357.14, 468.3, 904.314, 904.315

314.2 Conflicts of interest.
A state or county official who is a voting member of a governmental entity responsible for
awarding a contract pursuant to section 314.1 and is the apparent low bidder for the contract
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shall not participate in a vote to award the contract and shall include an explanation of the
official’s conflict in the resolution entered pursuant to section 26.12.

[S13, §1527-s15; C24, §4685, 4700; C27, 31, 35, §4685, 4755-b10; C39, §4685, 4686.14,
4755.10; C46, §309.92, 310.14, 313.10; C50, §308A.11; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,
81, §314.2]

2009 Acts, ch 133, §115; 2019 Acts, ch 148, §46, 47
Referred to in §331.341, 331.342

314.3 Claims — approval and payment.

1. All claims for construction, reconstruction, improvement, repair, or maintenance on
any highway shall be itemized on voucher forms prepared for that purpose, certified to by
the claimants and by the engineer in charge, and then forwarded to the agency in control of
that highway for final audit and approval. Claims payable from the farm-to-market road fund
shall be approved by both the board of supervisors and the department. Upon approval by the
department of vouchers which are payable from the farm-to-market road fund, or from the
primary road fund, as the case may be, such vouchers shall be forwarded to the director of the
department of administrative services, who shall draw warrants therefor and said warrants
shall be paid by the treasurer of the state from the farm-to-market road fund or from the
primary road fund, as the case may be.

2. If the engineer makes such certificate or a member of the agency approves such claim
when said work has not been done in accordance with the plans and specifications, and said
work be not promptly made good without additional cost, the engineer or member shall be
liable on the person’s bond for the amount of such claim.

[SS15, §1527-s10; C24, §4653, 4702; C27, 31, 35, §4653, 4755-b15; C39, §4653, 4686.17,
4755.15; C46, §309.59, 310.17, 313.15; C50, §308A.12; Cb4, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§314.3]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286

314.4 Partial payments.

Partial payments may be made on highway contract work during the progress thereof, but
no such partial payment shall be deemed final acceptance of the work nor a waiver of any
defect therein. The approval of any claim by the agency in control of the work, or highway
on which the work is located, may be evidenced by the signature of the chairperson of said
agency, or of a majority of the members of said agency, on the individual claims or on the
abstract of a number of claims with the individual claims attached to said abstract.

[SS15, §1527-s10; C24, §4654, 4702; C27, 31, 35, §4654, 4755-b16; C39, §4654, 4755.16;
C46, §309.60, 313.16; C50, §308A.13; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.4]

314.5 Extensions in certain cities.

1. The agency in control of a secondary road, subject to approval of the council, may
eliminate danger at railroad crossings and construct, reconstruct, improve, repair, and
maintain any road or street which is an extension of the secondary road within a city.
However, this authority does not apply to the extensions of secondary roads located in cities
over twenty-five hundred population, where the houses or business houses average less than
two hundred feet apart.

2. The phrase “subject to the approval of the council” as it appears in this section, shall
be construed as authorizing the council to consider said proposed improvement only in its
relationship to municipal improvements such as sewers, water lines, establishing grades,
change of established street grades, sidewalks and other public improvements. The locations
of such road extensions shall be determined by the agency in control of such road or road
system.

[C31, 35, §4644-c47; C39, §4644.45, 4686.21; C46, §309.45, 310.21; C50, §308A.14; C54, 58,
62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.5]

89 Acts, ch 134, §8
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314.6 Highways along city limits.

Whenever any public highway located along the corporate line of any city is an extension
of a farm-to-market road, or of a primary road, it may be included in the farm-to-market
road system or the primary road system, as the case may be, and may be constructed,
reconstructed, improved, repaired, and maintained as a part of said road system.

[C24, §4735; C27, 31, 35, §4755-b28; C39, §4686.25, 4755.26; C46, §310.25, 313.35; C50,
§308A.15; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.6]

314.7 Trees — ingress or egress — drainage.

Officers, employees, and contractors in charge of improvement or maintenance work
on any highway shall not cut down or injure any tree growing by the wayside which does
not materially obstruct the highway, or tile drains, or interfere with the improvement or
maintenance of the road, and which stands in front of any city lot, farmyard orchard or feed
lot, or any ground reserved for any public use. Nor shall they destroy or injure reasonable
ingress or egress to any property, or turn the natural drainage of the surface water to the
injury of adjoining owners. It shall be their duty to use strict diligence in draining the
surface water from the public road in its natural channel. To this end they may enter upon
the adjoining lands for the purpose of removing from such natural channel obstructions that
impede the flow of such water.

[C24, 27, §4791; C31, 35, §4644-c46; C39, §4644.44; C46, §309.44; C50, §308A.16; C54, 58,
62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.7]

314.8 Government markers preserved.

1. If it is necessary in grading a highway to make a cut that will disturb, or fill that will
cover up, a government or other established corner or land monument, the engineer in charge
of the project shall establish permanent witness corners or monuments, and make a record of
the same, that show the distance and direction the witness corner is from the corner disturbed
or covered up. When the construction work is completed the engineer shall permanently
reestablish the corner or monument.

2. If the duties in subsection 1 are not performed, the agency in control of the highway on
which a project described in subsection 1 has been or is being completed shall pay the costs
of restoring the original position of the established corner or land monument.

[S13, §1527-s7; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4656; C46, $§309.62; C50, §308A.17; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.8]

2002 Acts, ch 1063, §14
Referred to in §542B.2, 716.6

314.9 Entering private property.

1. The agency in control of a highway may after thirty days’ written notice by restricted
certified mail addressed to the owner and also to the occupant, enter upon private property
for the purpose of making surveys, soundings, drillings, appraisals, and examinations as
the agency deems appropriate or necessary to determine the advisability or practicability
of locating and constructing a highway on the property or for the purpose of determining
whether gravel or other material exists on the property of suitable quality and in sufficient
quantity to warrant the purchase or condemnation of the property. The entry shall not be
deemed a trespass, and the agency may be aided by injunction to insure peaceful entry.
The agency shall pay actual damages caused by the entry, surveys, soundings, drillings,
appraisals, or examinations.

2. Any damage caused by the entry, surveys, soundings, drillings, appraisals, or
examinations shall be determined by agreement or in the manner provided for the award
of damages in condemnation of the property for highway purposes. Soundings or drillings
shall not be done within one hundred fifty feet of the dwelling house or within fifty feet of
other buildings without written consent of the owner.

[C27, 31, 35, §4658-al; C39, §4658.1; C46, §309.65; C50, §308A.18; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §314.9]

96 Acts, ch 1126, §3
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314.10 State-line highways.

The agency in control of any highway or bridge bordering on or crossing a state line is
authorized to confer and agree with the agency or official of such border state, or subdivision
of such state, having control of such highway or bridge relative to the interstate connection,
the plans for the improvement, and maintenance, the division of work and the apportionment
of cost of such highway or bridge.

[S13, §1570-a; SS15, §1527-s3; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4663; C46, §309.72; C50, §308A.19;
C54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.10]

314.11 Use of bridges by utility companies.

Telephone, telegraph, electric transmission, and pipelines may be permitted to use any
highway bridge on or across a state line on such terms and conditions as the agency or
officials jointly constructing, maintaining, or operating such bridge may jointly determine.
No discrimination shall be made in the use of such bridge as between such utilities. Joint use
of telephone, telegraph, electric transmission, or pipelines may not be required. No grant to
any public utility to use such bridge shall in any way interfere with the use of such bridge by
the public for highway purposes.

[S13, §424-e; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4683; C46, §309.90; C50, §308A.20; C54, 58, 62, 66, 71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.11]

2023 Acts, ch 64, §47

Section amended

314.12 Borrow pits — topsoil preserved.

In the award of contracts for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, repair or
maintenance of any highway, the agency having charge of awarding such contracts shall
require that when fill dirt, soil or other materials are to be removed from borrow pits
acquired by title or easement, whether by agreement or condemnation, for use in the
project, adequate provision shall be made for the restoration of the borrow pit area, either
by removal and replacement of a minimum of eight inches of topsoil, or by fertilizing,
mulching, reseeding or other appropriate measures to provide vegetative cover or prevent
erosion, except where a lake or subwater table conditions are designed, or where the area is
zoned for commercial, industrial, or residential use, or where the borrow is in locations of
white oak, sand, loess or undrainable clays. When the borrow pit is acquired by easement,
the restoration method shall be determined by agreement with the landowner.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §314.12]

Referred to in §314.12A

314.12A Preservation of topsoil in highway construction.

In the award of contracts for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, and repair,
except for minor maintenance, of a highway, the state department of transportation shall
require that when fill dirt, soil, or other materials are to be removed from an area acquired by
title or easement, whether by agreement or condemnation, for use in the project, adequate
provision shall be made for the salvage of topsoil from the area for use in the restoration of
the specified critical areas of the project by replacement of salvaged topsoil, by fertilizing
and mulching if necessary, or by other appropriate measures to provide vegetative cover to
prevent erosion, including filling or covering the area with compost, except where a lake or
subwater table conditions exist, where deep loess is present, or where outside ditch bottoms
and backslopes are present in rock cut areas. This section shall not apply to borrow pits
covered by section 314.12.

2002 Acts, ch 1103, §1

314.13 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Agency” means any governmental body which exercises jurisdiction over any road as
provided by law.

2. “Committee” means the integrated roadside vegetation management technical advisory
committee created in section 314.22.
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3. “Coordinator” means the integrated roadside vegetation management coordinator.

4. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

5. “Disadvantaged business enterprise” means a small business which meets both of the
following:

a. The business is at least fifty-one percent owned by one or more socially and
economically disadvantaged individuals.

b. The management and daily business operations of the business are controlled by one
or more of the socially and economically disadvantaged individuals who own the business.

6. “Highway” or “street” means the entire width between property lines of every way or
place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter
of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic.

7. “Prequalified” means that a small business has been approved by the department as a
small business, is a recognized contractor engaged in the class of work provided for in the
plans and specifications, possesses sufficient resources to complete the work, and is able to
furnish a performance bond for one hundred percent of the contract.

8. “Small business” means any enterprise, which is operated for profit and under a single
management, and which has either fewer than twenty employees or an annual gross income
of less than four million dollars computed as the average of the three preceding fiscal years.
This definition does not apply to any program or activity for which a definition for small
business is provided for the program or activity by federal law or regulation or other state
law.

9. “Socially and economically disadvantaged individual” means an individual who is
a citizen of the United States or who is a lawfully admitted permanent resident of the
United States and who is a woman, Black American, Hispanic American, Native American,
Asian-Pacific American, Asian-Indian American, or any other minority person or individual
found to be disadvantaged by the United States small business administration. However,
the department may also determine, on a case-by-case basis, that an individual who is not
a member of one of the enumerated groups is a socially and economically disadvantaged
individual. A rebuttable presumption exists that individuals in the following groups are
socially and economically disadvantaged:

a. “Asian-Indian Americans”, which includes persons whose origins are from India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Maldives Islands, Nepal, or Sri Lanka.

b. “Asian-Pacific Americans”, which includes persons whose origins are from Japan,
China, Taiwan, Korea, Burma (Myanmar), Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Brunei, Samoa, Guam, the United States trust territories of the
Pacific Islands, and the Northern Marianas, Macao, Fiji, Tonga, Kirbati, Juvalu, Nauru,
Micronesia, or Hong Kong.

c. “Black Americans”, which includes persons having origins in any of the black racial
groups of Africa.

d. “Hispanic Americans”, which includes persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban,
Central or South American, or other Spanish or Portuguese culture or origin, regardless of
race.

e. “Native Americans”, which includes persons who are American Indians, Eskimos,
Aleuts, or Native Hawaiians.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §314.13]

89 Acts, ch 246, §3; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §10; 2010 Acts, ch 1098, §1

314.13A Contract assessment — socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.

1. The department shall annually assess the impact of federal and nonfederal awarded
contracts on socially and economically disadvantaged individuals, including women and
persons with a disability, as defined in section 15.102, in the state.

2. The assessment shall include the following:

a. Any disproportionate or unique impact the contract may have on socially and
economically disadvantaged individuals in the state.

b. A rationale for the contract having an impact on socially and economically
disadvantaged individuals in the state.
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c. Consultation with representatives of socially and economically disadvantaged
individuals in cases where the contract has an identifiable impact on socially and
economically disadvantaged individuals in the state.

3. This section shall be carried out to the extent consistent with federal law.

4. The assessment shall be used for informational purposes.

2010 Acts, ch 1098, §2

314.14 Contracts set aside for small businesses.

Notwithstanding section 314.1, there may be set aside contracts for bidding by prequalified
small businesses a percentage of the total annual dollar amount of public contracts let by the
department. The annual dollar amount set aside for bidding by prequalified small businesses
shall not exceed ten percent of the total dollar amount of highway construction contracts
let by the department and transit dollars administered by the department. The director may
estimate the set-aside amount at the beginning of each fiscal year and a suit shall not be
brought by any party as a result of this estimate. Set-aside contracts will be awarded to the
lowest responsible prequalified small business. This section shall not be construed as limiting
the department’s right to refuse any or all small business bids.

84 Acts, ch 1229, §1; 2009 Acts, ch 41, §111, 112; 2010 Acts, ch 1098, §3

Disadvantaged business enterprise funding reauthorized in section 1101(b) of the federal Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act
(FAST Act), approved December 4, 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-94; see also 49 C.FR. pt. 26

314.15 Disadvantaged business enterprises — rules.

The department of transportation shall promulgate rules establishing affirmative action
requirements to encourage and increase participation of disadvantaged individuals in
business enterprises in all federal aid projects made available by and through the department.

90 Acts, ch 1161, §4

314.16 Interstate 80 — route designation.

The interstate which runs from Council Bluffs on the western border through Des Moines
to Davenport on the eastern border shall be known as interstate 80. The state transportation
commission shall be prohibited from changing the route of interstate 80 as designated on
January 1, 1992.

92 Acts, ch 1010, §1

314.17 Mowing on interstates, primary highways, and secondary roads.

Mowing roadside vegetation on the rights-of-way or medians on any primary highway,
interstate highway, or secondary road prior to July 15 is prohibited, except as follows:

1. Within two hundred yards of an inhabited dwelling.

2. On rights-of-way within one mile of the corporate limits of a city.

3. To promote native species of vegetation or other long-lived and adaptable vegetation.

4. To establish control of damaging insect populations, noxious weeds, and invasive plant
species.

5. For visibility and safety reasons.

6. Within rest areas, weigh stations, and wayside parks.

7. Within fifty feet of a drainage tile or tile intake.

8. For access to a mailbox or for other accessibility purposes.

9. Onrights-of-way adjacent to agricultural demonstration or research plots.

98 Acts, ch 1212, §7; 2010 Acts, ch 1164, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1193, §121

Referred to in §317.19
For control and eradication of noxious weeds, see chapter 317

314.18 Responsibility for bridge inspection.

The department, counties, cities, and other public entities shall be responsible for the
safety inspection and evaluation of all highway bridges under their jurisdiction which
are located on public roads, in accordance with the national bridge inspection standards.
These responsibilities include inspection policies and procedures, inspections, reports, load
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ratings, quality control and quality assurance, maintaining a bridge inventory, and other
requirements of the national bridge inspection standards.
2006 Acts, ch 1068, §4

314.19 Reseeding open ditches.

The department shall have the topsoil of each open ditch along the side of a highway
reseeded with prairie grass seed and the seed of other adapted grass and legumes including
native grass species after the construction, reconstruction, improvement, repair, or
maintenance of a highway whenever feasible.

84 Acts, ch 1114, §1

314.20 Utility easements on highway right-of-way.

The department shall develop an accommodation plan for the longitudinal utility use of
freeway right-of-way, in consultation with the utilities board. The plan shall be consistent
with the rules of the federal highway administration of the United States department of
transportation and shall be submitted to the federal highway administration for its approval
by January 1, 1989. In developing the plan, the department shall provide for extended
payment and lease agreements to provide continuous funding for the living roadway trust
fund. The plan shall provide for charges for the use of the right-of-way and all moneys
collected shall be credited to the living roadway trust fund established under section 314.21.

88 Acts, ch 1019, §9; 89 Acts, ch 246, §4

314.21 Living roadway trust fund.

1. a. The living roadway trust fund is created in the office of the treasurer of state. The
moneys in this fund shall be used exclusively for the development and implementation of
integrated roadside vegetation plans. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 3, the moneys
shall only be expended for areas on or adjacent to road, street, and highway right-of-ways.
The state department of transportation in consultation with the department of natural
resources shall establish standards relating to the type of projects available for assistance.

b. A city or county which has a project which qualifies for the use of these funds shall
submit a request for the funds to the state department of transportation. A city or county
may, at its option, apply moneys allocated for use on city or county projects under this
subsection toward qualifying projects on the primary road system. The state department
of transportation in consultation with the department of natural resources shall determine
which projects qualify for the funds and which projects shall be funded if the requests for the
funds exceed the availability of the funds. In ranking applications for funds, the department
shall consider the proportion of political subdivision matching funds to be provided, if
any, and the proportion of private contributions to be provided, if any. In considering the
proportion of political subdivision matching funds provided, the department shall consider
only those moneys which are in addition to those which the political subdivision has
historically provided toward such projects. Funds allocated to the cities, the counties, and
the department which are not programmed by the end of each fiscal year shall be available
for redistribution to any eligible applicant regardless of the original allocation of funds. Such
funds shall be awarded for eligible projects based upon their merit in meeting the program
objectives established by the department under section 314.22. The department shall submit
a report of all projects funded in the previous fiscal year to the governor and to the general
assembly on January 15 of each year.

c. Beginning April 1, 1990, the moneys in the living roadway trust fund shall be allocated
between the state, counties, and cities in the same proportion that the road use tax funds are
allocated under section 312.2, subsection 1, paragraphs “a”, “b”, “c”, and “d”. However, after
April 1, 1990, a city or county shall not be eligible to receive moneys from the living roadway
trust fund unless the city or county has an integrated roadside vegetation management plan
in place consistent with the objectives in section 314.22.

2. a. The department may authorize projects which provide grants or loans to local
governments and organizations which are developing community entryway enhancement
and other planting demonstration projects. Planning, public education, installation, and
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initial maintenance planning and development may be determined by the department to be
eligible activities for funding under this paragraph. Projects approved under this paragraph
require a local match or contribution toward the overall project cost.

b. The department may authorize projects which provide grants or loans to local
governments for the purchase of specialized equipment and special staff training for the
establishment of alternative forms of roadside vegetation. Projects approved under this
paragraph require a local match or contribution toward the overall project cost.

c. The department, in order to create greater visual effect, shall investigate alternatives
for concentrating plantings at strategic locations to gain a greater visual impact and appeal
as well as stronger scenic value. Equal attention shall be given to providing safe and effective
habitats for wildlife which can coexist with highways.

d. The department may authorize projects which provide grants or loans to local
jurisdictions for increased protection through the use of easements, fee title acquisition,
covenants, zoning ordinances, or other provisions for protection of vegetation and desirable
environment adjacent to the right-of-way. Off-right-of-way projects shall emphasize
vegetation protection or enhancement, scenic and wildlife values, erosion control and
enhancement of vegetation management projects within the right-of-ways.

3. a. Moneys allocated to the state under subsection 1 shall be expended as follows:

(1) Fifty thousand dollars annually to the department for the services of the integrated
roadside vegetation management coordinator and support.

(2) One hundred thousand dollars annually for education programs, research and
demonstration projects, and vegetation inventories and strategies, under section 314.22,
subsections 5, 6, and 8.

(3) All remaining moneys for the gateways program under section 314.22, subsection 7.

b. Moneys allocated to the counties under subsection 1 shall be expended as follows:

(1) For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1995, and ending June 30, 1996, and each
subsequent fiscal year, seventy-five thousand dollars to the university of northern Iowa to
maintain the position of the state roadside specialist and to continue its integrated roadside
vegetation management program providing research, education, training, and technical
assistance.

(2) All remaining money for grants or loans under subsection 2, paragraph “a”.

c. Moneys allocated to the cities shall be expended for grants or loans under subsection
2, paragraph “a”.

88 Acts, ch 1019, §5; 89 Acts, ch 246, §5; 89 Acts, ch 317, §28; 91 Acts, ch 268, §516; 93 Acts,
ch 169, §16; 95 Acts, ch 220, §26; 2009 Acts, ch 133, §238; 2017 Acts, ch 29, §89; 2018 Acts,
ch 1026, §108

Referred to in §312.2, 314.20, 314.22, 455A.19

314.22 Integrated roadside vegetation management.

1. Objectives. It is declared to be in the general public welfare of Iowa and a highway
purpose for the vegetation of lowa’s roadsides to be preserved, planted, and maintained to
be safe, visually interesting, ecologically integrated, and useful for many purposes. The state
department of transportation shall provide an integrated roadside vegetation management
plan and program which shall be designed to accomplish all of the following:

a. Maintain a safe travel environment.

b. Serve a variety of public purposes including erosion control, wildlife habitat, climate
control, scenic qualities, weed control, utility easements, recreation uses, and sustenance of
water quality.

c. Be based on a systematic assessment of conditions existing in roadsides, preservation
of valuable vegetation and habitats in the area, and the adoption of a comprehensive plan and
strategies for cost-effective maintenance and vegetation planting.

d. Emphasize the establishment of adaptable and long-lived vegetation, often native
species, matched to the unique environment found in and adjacent to the roadside.

e. Incorporate integrated management practices for the long-term control of damaging
insect populations, weeds, and invasive plant species.
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f. Build upon a public education program allowing input from adjacent landowners and
the general public.

g. Accelerate efforts toward increasing and expanding the effectiveness of plantings to
reduce wind-induced and water-induced soil erosion and to increase deposition of snow in
desired locations.

h. Incorporate integrated roadside vegetation management with other state agency
planning and program activities including the recreation trails program, scenic highways,
open space, and tourism development efforts. Agencies should annually report their
progress in this area to the general assembly.

2. Counties may adopt plans. A county may adopt an integrated roadside vegetation
management plan consistent with the integrated roadside vegetation management plan
adopted by the department under subsection 1.

3. Integrated roadside vegetation management technical advisory committee.

a. The director of the department shall appoint members to an integrated roadside
vegetation management technical advisory committee which is created to provide advice
on the development and implementation of a statewide integrated roadside vegetation
management plan and program and related projects. The department shall report annually
in January to the general assembly regarding its activities and those of the committee.
Activities of the committee may include but are not limited to providing advice and assistance
in the following areas:

(1) Research efforts.

(2) Demonstration projects.

(3) Education and orientation efforts for property owners, public officials, and the general
public.

(4) Activities of the integrated roadside vegetation management coordinator for
integrated roadside vegetation management.

(5) Reviewing applications for funding assistance.

(6) Securing funding for research and demonstrations.

(7) Determining needs for revising the state weed law and other applicable Code sections.

(8) Liaison with the Iowa state association of counties, the Iowa league of cities, and other
organizations for integrated roadside vegetation management purposes.

b. The director may appoint any number of persons to the committee but, at a minimum,
the committee shall consist of all of the following:

(1) One member representing the utility industry.

(2) One member from the Iowa academy of sciences.

(3) One member representing county government.

(49) One member representing city government.

(5) Two members representing the private sector including community interest groups.

(6) One member representing soil conservation interests.

(7) One member representing the department of natural resources.

(8) One member representing county conservation boards.

c. Members of the committee shall serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed
for allowable expenses from the living roadway trust fund created under section 314.21. No
more than a simple majority of the members of the committee shall be of the same gender
as provided in section 69.16A. The director of the department shall appoint the chair of the
committee and shall establish a minimum schedule of meetings for the committee.

4. Integrated roadside vegetation management coordinator. The integrated roadside
vegetation management coordinator shall administer the department’s integrated roadside
vegetation management plan and program. The department may create the position of
integrated roadside vegetation management coordinator within the department or may
contract for the services of the coordinator. The duties of the coordinator include but are not
limited to the following;:

a. Conducting education and awareness programs.

b. Providing technical advice to the department and the department of natural resources,
counties, and cities.

c. Conducting demonstration projects.
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d. Coordinating inventory and implementation activities.

e. Providing assistance to local community-based groups for undertaking community
entryway projects.

f. Being a clearinghouse for information from Iowa projects as well as from other states.

g. Periodically distributing information related to integrated roadside vegetation
management.

h. General coordination of research efforts.

i. Other duties assigned by the director of transportation.

5. Education programs. The department shall develop educational programs and
provide educational materials for the general public, landowners, governmental employees,
and board members as part of its program for integrated roadside vegetation management.
The educational program shall provide all of the following:

a. The development of public service announcements and television programs about the
importance of roadside vegetation in Iowa.

b. The expansion of existing training sessions and educational curriculum materials
for county weed commissioners, government contract sprayers, maintenance staff, and
others to include coverage of integrated roadside management topics such as basic plant
species identification, vegetation preservation, vegetation inventory techniques, vegetation
management and planning procedures, planting techniques, maintenance, communication,
and public relations. County and municipal engineers, public works staffs, planning and
zoning representatives, parks and habitat managers, and others should be encouraged to
participate.

c. The conducting of statewide and regional conferences and seminars about integrated
roadside vegetation management, community entryways, scenic values of land adjoining
roadsides, and other topics relating to roadside vegetation.

d. The preparation, display, and distribution of a variety of public relations material, in
order to better inform and educate the traveling public on roadside vegetation management
activities. The public relations material shall inform motorists of a variety of roadside
vegetation issues including all of the following:

(1) Benefits of various types of roadside vegetation.

(2) Long-term results expected from planting and maintenance practices.

(3) Purposes for short-term disturbances in the roadside landscapes.

(4) Interesting aspects of the Iowa landscape and individual landscape regions.

(5) Other aspects relating to wildlife and soil erosion.

e. Preparation and distribution of educational material designed to inform adjoining
property owners, farm operators, and others of the importance of roadside vegetation and
their responsibilities of proper stewardship of that vegetation resource.

6. Research and demonstration projects. The department, as part of its plan to provide
integrated roadside vegetation management, shall conduct research and feasibility studies
including demonstration projects of different kinds at a variety of locations around the state.
The research and feasibility studies may be conducted in, but are not limited to, any of the
following areas:

a. Cost effectiveness or comparison of planting, establishing and maintaining alternative
or warm-season, native grass and forb roadside vegetation and traditional cool-season
nonnative vegetation.

b. Identification of the relationship that roadsides and roadside vegetation have to
maintaining water quality, through drainage wells, sediment and pollutant collection and
filtration, and other means.

c. Impacts of burning as an alternative vegetation management tool on all categories of
roads.

d. Techniques for more quickly establishing erosion control and permanent vegetative
cover on recently disturbed ground as well as interplanting native species in existing
vegetative cover.

e. Effectiveness of techniques for reduced or selected use of herbicides to control weeds.

f. Identification of cross section and slope steepness design standards which provide for
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motorist safety as well as for improved establishment, maintenance, and replacement of
different types of vegetation.

g. Identification of a uniform inventory and assessment technique which could be used
by many counties in establishing integrated roadside management programs.

h. Equipment innovations for seeding and harvesting grasses in difficult terrain settings,
roadway ditches, and fore-slopes and back-slopes.

i. Identification of the perceptions of motorists and landowners to various types of
roadside vegetation and configuration of plantings.

j. Market or economic feasibility studies for native seed, forb, and woody plant production
and propagation.

k. Impacts of vegetation modifications on increasing or decreasing wildlife populations in
rural and urban areas.

. Effects of vegetation on the number and location of wildlife road-kills in rural and urban
areas.

m. Costs to the public for improper off-site resource management adjacent to roadsides.

n. Advantages, disadvantages, and techniques of establishing pedestrian access adjacent
to highways and their impacts on vegetation management.

o. Identification of alternative techniques for snow catchment on farmland adjacent to
roadsides.

7. Gateways program. The department shall develop a gateways program to provide
meaningful visual impacts including major new plantings at the important highway entry
points to the state and its communities. Substantial and distinctive plantings shall also
be designed and installed at these points. Creative and artistic design solutions shall be
sought for these improvements. Communications about these projects shall be provided to
local groups in order to build community involvement, support, and understanding of their
importance. Consideration shall be given to a requirement that gateways projects produce a
local match or contribution toward the overall project cost.

8. Vegetation inventories and strategies.

a. The department shall coordinate and compile integrated roadside vegetation
inventories, classification systems, plans, and implementation strategies for roadsides.
Areas of increased program and project emphasis may include but are not limited to all of
the following:

(1) Additional development and funding of state gateways projects.

(2) Accelerated replacement of dead and unhealthy plants with native and hardy trees
and shrubs.

(3) Special interest plantings at selected highly visible locations along primary and
interstate highways.

(4) Pilot and demonstration projects.

(5) Additional snow and erosion control plantings.

(6) Welcome center and rest area plantings with native and aesthetically interesting
species to create mini-arboretums around the state.

b. The department shall coordinate and compile a reconnaissance of lands to develop an
inventory of sites having the potential of being harvested for native grass, forb, and woody
plant material seed and growing stock. Highway right-of-ways, parks and recreation areas,
converted railroad right-of-ways, state board of regents’ property, lands owned by counties,
and other types of public property shall be surveyed and documented for seed source
potential. Sites volunteered by private organizations may also be included in the inventory.
Inventory information shall be made available to state agencies’ staffs, county engineers,
county conservation board directors, and others.

89 Acts, ch 246, §6; 95 Acts, ch 3, §2; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §107; 2019 Acts, ch 24, §42; 2023
Acts, ch 64, §48 — 50

Referred to in §314.13, 314.21, 317.11

For control and eradication of noxious weeds, see chapter 317
Subsection 3, paragraph a, unnumbered paragraph 1 amended
Subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph 1 amended

Subsection 8, paragraph a, unnumbered paragraph 1 amended
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314.23 Environmental protection.

It is declared to be in the general public welfare of Iowa and a highway purpose that
highway maintenance, construction, reconstruction, and repair shall protect and preserve,
by not causing unnecessary destruction, the natural or historic heritage of the state. In order
to provide for the protection and preservation, the following shall be accomplished in the
design, construction, reconstruction, relocation, repair, or maintenance of roads, streets,
and highways:

1. Woodlands. Woodland removed shall be replaced by plantings as close as possible
to the initial site, or by acquisition of an equal amount of woodland in the general vicinity
for public ownership and preservation, or by other mitigation deemed to be comparable to
the woodland removed, including, but not limited to, the improvement, development, or
preservation of woodland under public ownership.

2. Wetlands. Wetland removed shall be replaced by acquisition of wetland, in the same
general vicinity if possible, for public ownership and preservation, or by other mitigation
deemed to be comparable to the wetland removed, including, but not limited to, the
improvement, development, or preservation of wetland under public ownership.

3. Public parks. Highways, streets, and roads constructed on or through publicly owned
lands comprising parks, preserves, or recreation areas, shall be located and designed, in
consultation with the public entity owning the land, so as to blend aesthetically with the areas
and to minimize noise. When land is taken from the areas for highway construction and if,
in consultation with the public entity owning the land, mitigation is deemed necessary, the
land shall be replaced by an equal or greater amount for public use, or by other mitigation,
undertaken in consultation with the public entity owning the land, and deemed to be
appropriate to the amount of land taken, including, but not limited to, the improvement,
development, or preservation of the areas.

4. Prime agricultural lands. Topsoil removed may be utilized for landscaping and other
necessary construction. Excess topsoil shall be made available to the former landowner
or other landowners whose land was purchased for the construction or others, and if not
acquired by one of these parties, it may be disposed of.

89 Acts, ch 311, §26; 2019 Acts, ch 24, §43

314.24 Natural and historic preservation.

Cities, counties, and the department shall to the extent practicable preserve and protect
the natural and historic heritage of the state in the design, construction, reconstruction,
relocation, repair, or maintenance of roads, streets, or highways. Destruction or damage
to natural areas, including but not limited to prime agricultural land, parks, preserves,
woodlands, wetlands, recreation areas, greenbelts, historical sites, or archaeological sites
shall be avoided, if reasonable alternatives are available for the location of roads, streets, or
highways at no significantly greater cost. In implementing this section, cities, counties, and
the department shall make a diligent effort to identify and examine the comparative cost of
utilizing alternative locations for roads, streets, or highways.

89 Acts, ch 317, §30

314.25 Green space provided.

The department shall use the property owned by it in the city of Council Bluffs which is
bounded by Broadway, Seventh street, Kanesville boulevard, and Sixth street, exclusively for
green space, and, if sold by the department, the department shall sell the property with the
restricted covenant that the property shall be used exclusively for green space or else revert
to the department.

89 Acts, ch 317, §29

314.26 Schwengel Bridge.
The interstate 80 bridge crossing the Mississippi river between the states of Iowa and
Illinois shall be known as the “Schwengel Bridge” in honor of Fred Schwengel, who served
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for five terms as a member of the general assembly of the state of lowa and was elected to
the Congress of the United States in 1954, 1956, 1958, 1960, 1962, 1966, 1968, and 1970.
93 Acts, ch 133, §1

314.27 Refreshments at rest areas on certain holidays.

1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

a. “Freerefreshments” means water, coffee, cookies, any nonintoxicating, noncarbonated
beverage which is not already bottled or canned, doughnuts, or baked dessert goods
dispensed by a nonprofit organization, provided that the refreshments are furnished to
motorists by a nonprofit organization without charge.

b. “Holiday periods” means the Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends, commencing at
noon on the preceding Friday and ending at midnight between the Monday and Tuesday of
the holiday weekend, and the period surrounding Independence Day, commencing at noon
on July 1 and ending at midnight between July 6 and July 7.

2. Nonprofit organizations shall be allowed to provide free refreshments to motorists
and to accept, without active solicitation, voluntary donations from motorists during holiday
periods at rest areas, as defined in section 306C.10, subject to approval by the department.
The department shall approve or disapprove applications by nonprofit organizations, and
notify those nonprofit organizations, at least sixty days prior to the holiday period.

3. The department shall adopt rules governing the provision of refreshments at rest areas
in accordance with this section.

95 Acts, ch 18, §1

314.28 Keep Iowa beautiful fund.

1. A keep Iowa beautiful fund is created in the office of the treasurer of state. The fund is
composed of moneys appropriated or available to and obtained or accepted by the treasurer
of state for deposit in the fund. All interest earned on moneys in the fund shall be credited
to and remain in the fund. Section 8.33 does not apply to moneys in the fund.

2. Moneys in the fund that are authorized by the department for expenditure are
appropriated, and shall be used, to educate and encourage Iowans to take greater
responsibility for improving their community environment and enhancing the beauty of the
state through litter prevention, improving waste management and recycling efforts, and
beautification projects.

3. The department may authorize payment of moneys from the fund upon approval of an
application from a private or public organization. The applicant shall submit a plan for litter
prevention, improving waste management and recycling efforts, or a beautification project
along with its application. The department shall establish standards relating to the type of
projects available for assistance.

2001 Acts, ch 160, §1; 2004 Acts, ch 1175, §435; 2004 Acts, ch 1177, §3; 2006 Acts, ch 1182,
§60; 2011 Acts, ch 34, §78

314.29 Dick Drake Way.

The highway currently known as the industrial connector in Muscatine shall be renamed
“Dick Drake Way” in honor of Richard Drake, who served for thirty-six years as a member of
the general assembly of the state of lowa.

2008 Acts, ch 1124, §3

314.30 Cattle guards.

Notwithstanding chapter 169C or 318, or any other provision of law to the contrary:

1. A landowner may install a cattle guard on a street or highway if all of the following
apply:

a. The street or highway is classified as area service “B” or area service “C” as described
in section 309.57.

b. The street or highway terminates in a dead end, is completely or partially located in a
floodplain, serves no residence, and exits to a secondary road.
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c. Thelandowner owns property on both sides of the street or highway and owns property
on both sides of any access to the street or highway.

d. The effective purpose of restraining livestock using a fence along the street or highway
is continually impaired by flooding or other natural forces.

e. Flooding or other natural forces have and will, with a reasonable probability, continue
to create liability for the landowner and risk of injury to the public from livestock straying on
to the secondary road to which the street or highway exits.

2. A cattle guard installed pursuant to this section shall be installed on the street or
highway at the landowner’s expense at a distance of not less than sixty-six feet from the
secondary road to which the street or highway exits.

3. After a landowner installs a cattle guard pursuant to this section, the landowner and
each successive landowner shall not be required to install or maintain a fence along the street
or highway between the point at which the cattle guard is installed and the point at which the
street or highway terminates in a dead end. All of the following shall apply to a landowner
who is not required to install or maintain a fence along the street or highway pursuant to this
subsection:

a. The landowner shall not be liable to a local authority as provided in section 169C.4,
subsection 1, paragraph “c”, for livestock straying on to the street or highway.

b. A local authority shall not take custody of the landowner’s livestock on the street or
highway as provided in section 169C.2.

c. The landowner shall not be subject to section 169C.6 for livestock straying on to the
street or highway.

4. a. Alandowner who installs a cattle guard pursuant to this section and each successive
landowner shall be liable for injury to any person, for damage to any vehicle or equipment,
and for damage to the contents of any vehicle or equipment, which occurs proximately as a
result of the construction, installation, or maintenance of the cattle guard or as a result of
livestock straying on to the street or highway between the point at which the cattle guard is
installed and the point at which the street or highway terminates in a dead end.

b. Upon the installation of a cattle guard pursuant to this section, and before July 1 of each
year thereafter, the landowner who installed the cattle guard or a successive landowner shall
submit to the appropriate county office of the county having jurisdiction over the street or
highway on which the cattle guard is installed, as designated by the county, proof of liability
coverage in effect for the following one-year period which covers any injury or loss arising
from the landowner’s liability as set forth in paragraph “a”.

c. This section shall not be construed to alter, limit, or nullify the maintenance
requirements assigned to a county, and a county’s liability relating to such maintenance
requirements, pursuant to section 309.57 for the street or highway on which the cattle guard
is installed.

5. As used in this section:

a. “Cattle guard” means a structure consisting of parallel bars placed over a shallow ditch
that allows motor vehicles to pass over the ditch, but prevents cattle and other livestock from
passing over the ditch.

b. “Fence” means as defined in section 169C.1.

c. “Landowner” means as defined in section 169C.1.

d. “Local authority” means as defined in section 169C.1.

e. “Secondary road” means as defined in section 306.3.

2018 Acts, ch 1118, §1, 3; 2018 Acts, ch 1172, §47, 49, 50
Referred to in §321.285

314.31 Iowa medal of honor highway — signs purchased and installed by private entities.
1. The segment of the highway known as United States highway 20 which crosses this
state from Sioux City to Dubuque shall be designated as the “lowa Medal of Honor Highway”.
2. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to provide for an application,
approval, and inspection process for the purchase and installation of signs indicating the
“Iowa Medal of Honor Highway” designation by private entities. The department shall
approve applications for sign purchase and installation that meet its rule requirements.
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All costs and expenses of the purchase and installation of the signs shall be paid by the
private entity whose application is approved. The department may approve more than one
application to purchase and install the signs. The department shall require that any signs
placed pursuant to this subsection include a graphic depiction of the three versions of the
medal of honor for the army, navy, and air force.

2020 Acts, ch 1038, §1, 2

CHAPTER 315
REVITALIZE IOWA'S SOUND ECONOMY (RISE) FUND

Referred to in §307.26

315.1 Definitions. 315.6 Funding of projects.

315.2 Revitalize Iowa’s sound economy 315.7 Accounting and disbursements.
(RISE) fund. 315.8 Accounts and records required.

315.3 Use of fund. 315.9 Project development.

315.4 Allocation of fund. 315.10 Rules.

315.4A Restrictions on use. 315.11 Additional factors and

315.5 Administration of fund. requirements.

315.1 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

2. “Fund” or “RISE fund” means the revitalize Iowa’s sound economy fund.
85 Acts, ch 231, §2

315.2 Revitalize Iowa’s sound economy (RISE) fund.

A revitalize Iowa’s sound economy fund is created, which includes:

1. All motor fuel and special fuel excise taxes credited by law to the RISE fund.
2. All other funds by law credited to the RISE fund.

85 Acts, ch 231, §3

Referred to in §312.2

315.3 Use of fund.

1. The fund is appropriated for and shall be used in the establishment, construction,
improvement and maintenance of roads and streets which promote economic development
in the state by having any of the following effects:

a. Improving or maintaining highway access to specific development sites, including
existing and future industrial locations.

b. Improving or maintaining highway access between urban centers or between urban
centers and the interstate road system as defined in section 306.3.

c. Improving or maintaining highway access to economically depressed areas of the state.

d. Improving or maintaining highway access to points of shipment or processing of
products.

e. Improving or maintaining highway access to trucking terminals and places of
embarkation or shipment by other transportation modes.

f. Improving or maintaining highway access to scenic, recreational, historic and cultural
sites or other locations identified as tourist attractions.

2. The fund is also appropriated and shall be used for the reimbursement or payment to
cities or counties of all or part of the interest and principal on general obligation bonds issued
by cities or counties for the purpose of financing approved road and street projects meeting
the requirements of subsection 1.

3. a. If the state transportation commission receives and files a letter from the director
of transportation certifying that federal funding is not forthcoming due to the failure of the
United States Congress to pass and the president of the United States to approve legislation
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providing long-term federal transportation funding to the state of Iowa, the commission may
authorize the temporary transfer of funds from the RISE fund to the primary road fund.
Transferred funds shall be repaid to the RISE fund within three months of transfer.

b. If the state transportation commission receives and files a letter from the director of
transportation certifying that the cash flow funding of the department may be inadequate
to meet anticipated road construction costs, the commission may authorize the temporary
transfer of funds from the RISE fund to the primary road fund. Funds transferred under this
paragraph shall be repaid to the RISE fund within six months of transfer.

c. The commission shall manage the RISE fund to ensure that funds will be available to
meet contract obligations on approved RISE projects.

85 Acts, ch 231, §4; 88 Acts, ch 1019, §10; 98 Acts, ch 1001, §1, 2; 2001 Acts, ch 180, §6

Referred to in §315.5

315.4 Allocation of fund.

1. Moneys credited to the RISE fund shall be allocated as follows:

a. Four-sevenths for deposit in the primary road fund for the use of the department on
primary road projects as follows:

(1) Fifty percent for highways that support the production or transport of renewable fuels,
including primary highways that connect biofuel facilities to highways in the commercial and
industrial highway network.

(2) Fifty percent for highways that have been designated by the state transportation
commission as access lowa highways pursuant to 2005 Iowa Acts, ch. 178, §41.*

b. One-seventh for the use of counties on secondary road projects, including secondary
roads that connect biofuel facilities to highways in the commercial and industrial highway
network.

c. Two-sevenths for the use of cities on city street projects.

2. Commencing June 30, 1990, all uncommitted moneys in the RISE fund on June 30 of
each year which are allocated under this section for the use of counties on secondary road
projects shall be credited to the secondary road fund.

85 Acts, ch 231, §5; 89 Acts, ch 293, §16; 92 Acts, ch 1238, §30; 2007 Acts, ch 200, §7; 2014

Acts, ch 1026, §143
Referred to in §315.4A, 315.6
*2005 Iowa Acts, ch 178, §41 is repealed July 1, 2025; 2015 Acts, ch 2, §11

315.4A Restrictions on use.

Moneys allocated pursuant to section 315.4, subsection 1, paragraph “b”, and section 315.4,
subsection 2, shall not be used for debt service or to otherwise pay principal and interest
on bonds, loans, or other indebtedness issued or incurred on or after February 25, 2015,
including refunding, reissuance, or other refinancing of such indebtedness, or refunding,
reissuance, or other refinancing of indebtedness issued or incurred prior to February 25,
2015, if the term for repayment of the indebtedness as financed or refinanced would exceed
the useful life of the asset being constructed, reconstructed, improved, repaired, equipped,
or maintained.

2015 Acts, ch 2, §2, 14

Referred to in §331.443A

315.5 Administration of fund.

Qualifying road and street projects shall be selected by the state transportation commission
for full or partial financing from the fund after consultation with organizations representing
interests of counties and cities. Counties and cities may make application for qualifying road
and street projects with the department. In ranking applications for funds, the department
shall, in addition to effects listed in section 315.3, subsection 1, consider the proportion
of political subdivision matching funds to be provided, if any, the proportion of private
contributions to be provided, if any, the total number of jobs to be created, the level of need,
the impact of the proposed project on the economy of the area affected, and the factors
and requirements in section 315.11. The proportion of funding shall be determined by the
department or, in the case of cooperative projects, by agreement between the department
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and the city councils of participating cities, or boards of supervisors of participating counties,
or other participating public agencies or private parties.
85 Acts, ch 231, §6; 86 Acts, ch 1245, §1934; 88 Acts, ch 1257, §2

Referred to in §315.11

315.6 Funding of projects.

1. Qualifying projects may be funded as follows:

a. Primary road and state park road projects may be financed entirely by the fund, or
by combining money from the fund with money from the primary road fund, federal aid
primary funds received by the state, money from cities or counties raised through the sale of
general obligation bonds of the cities or counties, other city or county revenues, or money
from participating private parties.

b. Secondary road, state park road, and county conservation parkway projects may be
funded entirely by the fund or by combining money from the fund with money from the
county’s portion of road use tax funds, federal aid secondary funds, other county revenues,
money raised through the sale of general obligation bonds of the county, or money from
participating private parties.

c. City street and state park road projects may be funded entirely by the fund, or by
combining money from the fund with money from the city’s portion of road use tax funds,
federal aid urban system funds, other municipal revenues, money raised through the sale of
general obligation bonds of the city, or money from participating private parties.

2. A county or city may, at its option, apply moneys allocated for use on secondary road or
city street projects under section 315.4, subsection 1, paragraph “b” or “c”, toward qualifying
primary road, state park road, and county conservation parkway projects.

85 Acts, ch 231, §7; 87 Acts, ch 172, §1

315.7 Accounting and disbursements.

The account of the fund shall be kept by the director of the department of administrative
services and the treasurer of state and shall show the amount of the fund including all credits
to the fund and disbursements. Upon certification by the department in accordance with
rules adopted by the director of the department of administrative services, the director of the
department of administrative services shall issue warrants for disbursements from the fund.

85 Acts, ch 231, §8; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §286; 2021 Acts, ch 51, §4

315.8 Accounts and records required.

The department shall keep accounts in relation to the allocation of moneys to the fund
including all amounts credited to the fund and all amounts of duly and finally approved
vouchers for claims chargeable to the fund. The department shall also keep accounts
in relation to agreements with counties and cities for the reimbursement of interest and
principal costs for general obligation bonds of counties or cities issued for the purpose of
financing road or street projects under this chapter.

85 Acts, ch 231, §9

315.9 Project development.

The department shall be responsible for the development of qualifying projects under
this chapter in the same manner as prescribed for primary road system improvements
under chapter 313, including surveys, plans, specifications, bids, contracts, supervision and
inspection. The department may delegate responsibility for project development to another
participating governmental unit.

85 Acts, ch 231, §10

315.10 Rules.

The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A as necessary for the
administration of this chapter.

85 Acts, ch 231, §11
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315.11 Additional factors and requirements.

In addition to other effects and factors to be considered under section 315.5, for applications
submitted after July 1, 1988, the following factors and requirements shall be considered or
applied:

1. The impact of the proposed project on other businesses in competition with the
business being considered for assistance. The department shall make a good faith effort to
identify existing Iowa businesses within an industry in competition with the business being
considered for assistance. The department shall make a good faith effort to determine the
probability that the proposed financial assistance will displace employees of the existing
businesses. In determining the impact on businesses in competition with the business being
considered for assistance, jobs created as a result of other jobs being displaced elsewhere in
the state shall not be considered direct jobs created.

2. The economic impact to the state of the proposed project. In measuring the economic
impact the department shall award more points for the following:

A business with a greater percentage of sales out-of-state or of import substitution.

A business with a higher proportion of in-state suppliers.

A project which would provide greater diversification of the state economy.

A business with fewer in-state competitors.

A potential for future job growth.

A project which is not a retail operation.

The quality of jobs to be provided. Jobs that have a higher wage scale, have a lower
turnover rate, are full-time, or are career-type positions are considered higher in quality.
Businesses that have wage scales substantially below that of existing Iowa businesses in that
area should be rated as providing the lowest quality of jobs and should therefore be given the
lowest ranking for providing such assistance.

4. 1If the business has a record of violations of the law over a period of time that tends
to show a consistent pattern, the business shall be given the lowest ranking for providing
assistance. The department shall make a good faith effort to compile this information.

5. If a business has, within three years of application for assistance, acquired or merged
with an Iowa corporation or company, the business shall make a good faith effort to hire the
workers of the merged or acquired company.

6. Tobe eligible for assistance a business shall provide for a preference for hiring residents
of the state or the economic development area, except for out-of-state employees offered a
transfer to Iowa or the economic development area.

7. All known required environmental permits must be granted and regulations met before
moneys are released.

88 Acts, ch 1257, §3; 2009 Acts, ch 82, §16

Referred to in §315.5
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CHAPTER 316
RELOCATION OF PERSONS DISPLACED BY HIGHWAYS

Referred to in §6B.42, 307.24, 310.22, 331.382

316.1 Definitions. 316.8 Housing replacement by the
316.2 Effect on acquisitions and displacing agency.
condemnations.
316.3 Declaration of policy — 316.9 Rules.
authorization — divisibility of 316.10 and 316.11 Reserved.
application. 316.12 Payments to displaced persons
316.4 Moving and related expenses. not to be considered as income.
316.5 Replacement housing for 316.13 Administration.
homeowner. .
316.6 Replacement housing for tenants 316.14 Funding.
and certain others. 316.15 Federal grants — payment of
316.7 Relocation assistance advisory right-of-way and relocation
services. assistance benefits.

316.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter the term:

1. “Administrative rules” means all rules subject to the provisions of chapter 17A.

2. “Business” means any lawful activity, excepting a farm operation, conducted primarily:

a. For the purchase, sale, lease and rental of personal and real property, and for the
manufacture, processing, or marketing of products, commodities, or any other personal
property;

b. For the sale of services to the public;

c. By a nonprofit organization; or

d. Solely for the purposes of section 316.4, for assisting in the purchase, sale, resale,
manufacture, processing, or marketing of products, commodities, personal property, or
services by the erection and maintenance of an outdoor advertising display or displays,
whether or not the display or displays are located on the premises on which any of the above
activities are conducted.

3. “Comparable replacement dwelling” means any single family residential unit that is all
of the following:

a. Decent, safe, and sanitary.

b. Adequate in size to accommodate the occupants.

c. Within the financial means of the displaced person.

d. Functionally equivalent to the displaced person’s dwelling.

e. In an area not subject to unreasonably adverse environmental conditions.

f. In a location generally not less desirable than the location of the displaced person’s
dwelling with respect to public utilities, facilities, services, and the displaced person’s place
of employment.

4. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

5. “Displaced person” means:

a. A person who moves from real property or moves the person’s personal property from
real property in any of the following circumstances:

(1) As adirect result of a written notice of intent to acquire, the initiation of negotiations
for, or the acquisition of, the real property in whole or in part for a program or project
undertaken with federal financial assistance.

(2) The person moved or moved the person’s personal property from real property on
which the person is either a residential tenant or conducts a small business, a farm operation,
or a business as defined in subsection 2, paragraph “d”, as a direct result of rehabilitation or
demolition for a program or project undertaken with federal financial assistance in a case in
which the head of the displacing agency determines that the displacement is permanent.

(3) Asadirectresult of a written notice of intent to acquire by condemnation, the initiation
of negotiations for, or the acquisition of, the real property in whole or in part by the state of
Iowa or by an entity or person conferred the right to condemn private property.
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b. For purposes of section 316.4, subsections 1 and 2, and section 316.7, a person who
moves from real property, or moves the person’s personal property from real property in any
of the following circumstances:

(1) As adirect result of a written notice of intent to acquire, the initiation of negotiations
for, or the acquisition of, other real property in whole or in part if the person conducts a
business or farm operation on the other real property for a program or project undertaken
with federal financial assistance.

(2) As a direct result of rehabilitation or demolition of other real property on which the
person conducts a business or a farm operation for a program or project undertaken with
federal financial assistance in a case in which the head of the displacing agency determines
that the displacement is permanent.

(3) Asadirectresult of a written notice of intent to acquire by condemnation, the initiation
of negotiations for, or the acquisition of, other real property in whole or in part by the state of
Iowa or by an entity or person conferred the right to condemn private property if the person
conducts a business or farm operation on the other real property.

c. The term “displaced person” does not include any of the following:

(1) A person who has been determined to be either in unlawful occupancy of the real
property or who has occupied the real property for the purpose of obtaining assistance under
this chapter.

(2) A person, other than the person who was the occupant of the real property at the time
it was acquired, who occupies the real property on a rental basis for a short term or a period
subject to termination when the real property is needed for the program or project.

(3) An owner-occupant who voluntarily sells the owner-occupant’s property, after being
informed in writing that if a mutually satisfactory agreement of sale cannot be reached the
state agency will not acquire the property.

(4) A person who retains the right of use and occupancy of the real property for life
following its acquisition by a state agency.

6. “Displacing agency” means the state or a state agency carrying out a program or project,
or any person carrying out a program or project with federal financial assistance, which
causes a person to be a displaced person.

7. “Farm operation” means any activity conducted solely or primarily for the production
of one or more agricultural products or commodities, including timber, for sale or home use,
and customarily producing such products or commodities in sufficient quantity to be capable
of contributing materially to the operator’s support.

8. “Federal financial assistance” means a grant, loan, or contribution provided by the
United States; however, “federal financial assistance” does not include any federal guarantee
or insurance and any interest reduction payment to an individual in connection with the
purchase and occupancy of a residence by that individual.

9. “Federal Uniform Relocation Act” means the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, Pub. L. No. 91-646, as amended by the
Uniform Relocation Act Amendments of 1987, Tit. IV, Pub. L. No. 100-17.

10. “Mortgage” means such classes of liens as are commonly given to secure advances on,
or the unpaid purchase price of real property, under the laws of this state, together with the
credit instruments, if any, secured thereby.

11. “Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, or association.

12. “State agency” means any of the following:

a. A department, agency, or instrumentality of the state or of a political subdivision of the
state.

b. A department, agency, or instrumentality of two or more political subdivisions of the
state, or states.

c. Aperson who has the authority to acquire property by eminent domain under state law.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.1]

89 Acts, ch 20, §1 - 5; 99 Acts, ch 171, §32, 42

Referred to in §6B.42, 316.4
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316.2 Effect on acquisitions and condemnations.

1. The provisions of this chapter shall not affect the validity of any property acquisitions
by purchase or condemnation.

2. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as creating in any condemnation proceedings
brought under the power of eminent domain, any element of value or of damage not in
existence immediately prior to the date of this chapter.

3. a. A payment made or to be made under the authority granted in this chapter shall
be for compensating or reimbursing the displaced person or owner of real property in
accordance with the requirements of the federal Uniform Relocation Act and this chapter
and the payments shall not for any purpose be deemed or considered compensation for real
property acquired or compensation for damages to remaining property.

b. Payments authorized to be made by the federal Uniform Relocation Act and this
chapter shall be made as relocation payments, and in order to prevent unjust enrichment
or a duplication of payments to any condemnee in any condemnation proceeding or appeal
from any condemnation proceeding, an allowance shall not be made in determining just
compensation in a condemnation proceeding for any damages, for any item of damage, or
any cost, which is authorized to be paid as a relocation payment.

c. Moving cost payments and allowances for personal property which is damaged or
destroyed or reduced in value by an acquisition of property authorized under section 6B.14
or any other provision of the Code under the powers of eminent domain on projects where
relocation assistance payments are paid under this chapter shall be those payments and
allowances authorized by this chapter and shall not be made or included as part of an award
of damages in any condemnation proceeding or appeal from any condemnation proceeding.

[CT71, §316.8; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.2]

89 Acts, ch 20, §6; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180

316.3 Declaration of policy — authorization — divisibility of application.

1. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a uniform policy for the fair and equitable
treatment of persons displaced as a result of federally assisted programs or projects in
order that the persons shall not suffer disproportionate injuries as a result of programs or
projects designed for the benefit of the public as a whole and to minimize the hardship
of displacement on the persons. The general assembly declares that relocation assistance
for persons displaced by programs and projects is a necessary and essential part of the
programs and projects. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Relocation
Assistance Law.”

2. 1If a displacing agency subject to the provisions of the federal Uniform Relocation
Act, or if another entity required or electing to provide any of the programs or payments
authorized by this chapter, undertakes a project which results in the acquisition of real
property or in a person being displaced from the person’s home, business, or farm, the
displacing agency or other entity may provide relocation assistance, and make relocation
payments to the displaced person and do the other acts and follow the procedures and
practices as may be necessary to comply with the provisions of the federal Uniform
Relocation Act and this chapter. Displacing agencies may provide all or a part of the program
and payments authorized under this chapter to persons displaced by any program or project
regardless of the funding source. However, to the extent a program or a payment is provided,
the program or payment shall be provided on a uniform basis to all displaced persons.

3. Ifaprovision, clause, or phrase of this chapter, or application of this chapter to a person
or circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the judgment
shall not invalidate the remainder of the chapter, and the application of the chapter to other
persons or circumstances shall not be affected by the adjudication.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.3]

89 Acts, ch 20, §7

316.4 Moving and related expenses.
1. If a program or project undertaken by a displacing agency will result in the
displacement of a person, the displacing agency shall make a payment to the displaced
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person, upon proper application as approved by the displacing agency, for actual reasonable
and necessary expenses incurred in moving the person, the person’s family, business,
farm operation, or other personal property subject to rules and limits established by the
department. The payment may also provide for actual direct losses of tangible personal
property, purchase of substitute personal property, business reestablishment expenses,
storage expenses, and expenses incurred in searching for a replacement business or farm.

2. A displaced person eligible for payments under subsection 1, who is displaced from
a dwelling and who elects to accept the payments authorized by this subsection in lieu of
the payments authorized by subsection 1, may receive a moving expense and dislocation
allowance determined according to a schedule established by the department.

3. Adisplaced person, as defined in section 316.1, subsection 2, paragraph “a”, eligible for
payments under subsection 1, who is displaced from the person’s place of business or farm
operation and who is eligible, may elect to accept the payment authorized by this subsection in
lieu of the payment authorized by subsection 1. The payment shall consist of a fixed payment
in an amount to be determined according to criteria established by the department. A person
whose sole business at the displaced dwelling is the rental of the real property does not qualify
for a payment under this subsection.

[CT71, §316.3; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.4]

89 Acts, ch 20, §8

Referred to in §316.1

316.5 Replacement housing for homeowner.

1. In addition to payments otherwise authorized by this chapter, the displacing agency
shall make an additional payment to a displaced person who is displaced from a dwelling
actually owned and occupied by the displaced person for not less than one hundred eighty
days immediately prior to the initiation of negotiations for the acquisition of the property. All
determinations to carry out this section shall be made in accordance with administrative rules
adopted by the department. The additional payment shall include the following elements:

a. The amount, if any, which when added to the acquisition cost of the dwelling acquired
by the displacing agency, equals the reasonable cost of a comparable replacement dwelling.

b. The amount, if any, which will compensate the displaced person for any increased
interest costs and other debt service costs which the displaced person is required to pay
for financing the acquisition of a comparable replacement dwelling. The amount shall be
paid only if the dwelling acquired by the displacing agency was encumbered by a bona fide
mortgage which was a valid lien on the dwelling for not less than one hundred and eighty
days immediately prior to the initiation of negotiations for the acquisition of the dwelling.

c. Actual, reasonable, and necessary expenses incurred by the displaced person for
evidence of title, recording fees, and other closing costs incident to the purchase of a
replacement dwelling, but not including prepaid expenses.

2. The additional payment authorized by this section shall be made only to a displaced
person who purchases and occupies a decent, safe, and sanitary replacement dwelling within
one year after the date on which the person receives final payment from the displacing agency
of all costs of the acquired dwelling, or on the date on which the obligation of the displacing
agency under section 316.8 is met, whichever is the later, except that the displacing agency
may extend the eligibility period for good cause. If the period is extended, the payment under
this section shall be based on the costs of relocating the person to a comparable replacement
dwelling within one year of the applicable date.

[CT71, §316.4(1), 316.5; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.5]

89 Acts, ch 20, §9
Referred to in §316.6, 316.8

316.6 Replacement housing for tenants and certain others.

In addition to amounts otherwise authorized by this chapter, the displacing agency shall
make a payment to or for a displaced person, displaced from a dwelling, not eligible to
receive a payment under section 316.5, which dwelling was actually and lawfully occupied
by the displaced person for not less than ninety days immediately prior to the initiation
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of negotiations for acquisition of the dwelling, or as a result of the written order of the
displacing agency to vacate the real property. All determinations to carry out this section
shall be made in accordance with administrative rules adopted by the department. The
displaced person may elect either of the following:

1. The amount necessary to enable the displaced person to lease or rent a comparable
replacement dwelling. At the discretion of the displacing agency, a payment under this
subsection may be made in periodic installments. Computations of a payment under this
subsection to a low-income displaced person for a comparable replacement dwelling shall
take into account the person’s income.

2. The amount necessary to enable the person to make a down payment, including
incidental expenses described in section 316.5, subsection 1, paragraph “c”, on the purchase
of a decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling. The person may, at the discretion of the displacing
agency, be eligible under this subsection for the maximum payment allowed under
subsection 1, except that, in the case of a displaced homeowner who has owned and occupied
the displaced dwelling for at least ninety days but not more than one hundred and eighty
days immediately prior to the initiation of negotiations for the acquisition of the dwelling,
the payment shall not exceed the payment the person would otherwise have received under
section 316.5, subsection 1, had the person owned and occupied the displaced dwelling for
one hundred and eighty days immediately prior to the initiation of the negotiations.

[CT71, §316.4(2), 316.5; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.6]

89 Acts, ch 20, §10

Referred to in §316.8

316.7 Relocation assistance advisory services.

1. A displacing agency shall ensure that relocation assistance advisory services are
made available to all persons displaced by the displacing agency. If the displacing agency
determines that a person occupying property adjacent to the real property where the
displacing activity occurs, is caused substantial economic injury as a result of the displacing
activity, the displacing agency may offer the person relocation assistance advisory services.

2. The displacing agency shall cooperate to the maximum extent feasible with federal,
state, or local agencies to ensure that the displaced persons receive the maximum assistance
available to them.

3. Each relocation assistance advisory program required by subsection 1 shall include
such measures, facilities, or services as may be necessary or appropriate in order to comply
with the provisions of the federal Uniform Relocation Act and this chapter.

4. The displacing agency shall provide other advisory services to displaced persons in
order to minimize hardships to the displaced persons in adjusting to relocation.

5. The displacing agency shall coordinate relocation activities with project work, and
other planned or proposed governmental actions or displacing activities in the community
or nearby areas which may affect the carrying out of relocation assistance programs.

[C71, §316.2; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.7]

89 Acts, ch 20, §11

Referred to in §316.1

316.8 Housing replacement by the displacing agency.

1. If a project cannot proceed on a timely basis because comparable replacement
dwellings are not available, and the displacing agency determines that such dwellings cannot
otherwise be made available, the displacing agency may take such action as is necessary or
appropriate to provide the dwellings by use of funds authorized for the program or project.
The displacing agency may let contracts for the construction of the dwellings, approve plans
and specifications for the building of the dwellings, and supervise, inspect, and approve
the dwellings once constructed in order that the dwellings so constructed comply with the
terms and conditions of this chapter. The displacing agency may under this section exceed
the maximum amounts which may be paid under sections 316.5 and 316.6 on a case-by-case
basis for good cause as determined in accordance with administrative rules adopted by the
department.
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2. A person shall not be required to move from the person’s dwelling on or after July 1,
1971, on account of any program or project, unless the displacing agency is satisfied that a
comparable replacement dwelling is available to the person.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.8]

89 Acts, ch 20, §12

Referred to in §316.5

316.9 Rules.

1. The department shall adopt administrative rules pursuant to chapter 17A as necessary
to effect the provisions of this chapter and to assure:

a. Compliance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970, Pub. L. No. 91-646, as amended by the Uniform Relocation Act
Amendments of 1987, Tit. IV, Pub. L. No. 100-17.

b. The payments authorized by this chapter are fair and reasonable and as uniform as
practicable.

c. A displaced person who makes proper application for a payment authorized by this
chapter is paid promptly after a move or, in hardship cases, is paid in advance.

2. A person aggrieved by a determination as to eligibility for assistance or a payment
authorized by this chapter, or the amount of a payment, upon application may have the matter
reviewed.

3. Rules governing reviews shall provide for a prompt one-step uncomplicated fact-finding
process. Such areview is an appeal of an agency action as defined in section 17A.2, subsection
2, and is not a contested case. The decision rendered shall be the displacing agency’s final
agency action.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.9]

88 Acts, ch 1209, §1; 89 Acts, ch 20, §13; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §85

Referred to in §6B.54

316.10 and 316.11 Reserved.

316.12 Payments to displaced persons not to be considered as income.

Except for any federal or state law providing low-income housing assistance, a payment
received by a displaced person under this chapter shall not be considered as income for the
purpose of determining the eligibility or extent of eligibility of any person for assistance under
any federal or state law or for the purposes of chapter 422.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.12]

89 Acts, ch 20, §14

316.13 Administration.

In order to prevent unnecessary expenses and duplications of functions, and to promote
uniform and effective administration of relocation assistance programs for displaced
persons, the displacing agency may enter into contracts with any individual, firm,
association, or corporation for services in connection with the programs, or may carry out its
functions through any governmental agency, political subdivision, or instrumentality having
an established organization for conducting relocation assistance programs. If practicable,
the services of state or local housing agencies, or other agencies having experience in the
administration or conduct of similar housing assistance activities shall be used.

[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.13]

89 Acts, ch 20, §15

316.14 Funding.

1. Funds appropriated or otherwise available to any state agency for a program or project
shall also be available to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

2. Payments and expenditures under this chapter for highway projects are incident to and
arise out of the construction, maintenance, and supervision of public highways and streets,
and, in the case of any federal-aid highway project, may be made by the department from the
primary road fund and funds made available by the federal government for the purpose of
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carrying out this chapter. Payments made under this chapter may be made from the primary
road fund in case of a primary road project only, and in other cases may be made from
appropriate funds under the control of a political subdivision.

[CT71, §316.6; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.14]

83 Acts, ch 123, §118, 209; 89 Acts, ch 20, §16; 2021 Acts, ch 76, §150

Referred to in §331.429

316.15 Federal grants — payment of right-of-way and relocation assistance benefits.

The department may do all things necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter and
to secure federal grants to make the payments required by this chapter, but the absence of
federal aid to make such payments shall not discharge the obligation to make the payments.
The department is authorized to pay all right-of-way and relocation assistance benefits in the
full amount authorized by federal standards and rules. In order to avoid delays, payment for
such benefits made in cooperation with the federal government may be advanced from the
primary road fund.

[C71, §316.7; C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §316.15]

87 Acts, ch 232, §23

CHAPTER 317
WEEDS
Referred to in §307.24, 311.32, 327F.13, 327F.27, 327G.81, 331.362, 331.428

For provisions relating to roadside weed control and integrated roadside vegetation
management, see chapter 314

317.1 Definitions. 317.13 Program of control or eradication.
317.1A Noxious weeds. 317.14 Notice of program.
317.1B State weed commissioner. 317.14A Special requirements for the
317.1C Department — powers and duties. control or elimination
317.1D Exemption — Iowa hemp Act. of Palmer amaranth on
317.2 State botanist. Repealed by 2018 conservation reserve program
Acts, ch 1047, §9. land.
317.3 Weed commissioner — standards 317.15 Loss or damage to crops.
for noxious weed control. 317.16 Failure to comply.
3174 Direction and control. 317.17 Additional noxious weeds.
317.5 Weeds in abandoned cemeteries. Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch
Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §9.
1047, §9. 317.18 Order for weed control or
317.6 Entering land to destroy weeds eradication on roads.
— notice. 317.19 Road clearing appropriation.
317.7 Report to board. 317.20 Equipment and materials — use
317.8 Duty of secretary of agriculture on private property.
or secretary’s designee. 317.21 Cost of weed destruction.
Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch 317.22 Duty of highway maintenance
1047, §9. personnel.
317.9 Duty of board to enforce. 317.23 Duty of county attorney.
317.10 Duty of owner or tenant. 317.24 Punishment of officer.
317.11 Weeds on roads — harvesting of 317.25 Invasive plants prohibited —
grass. exception — penalty.
317.12 Weeds on railroad or public lands 317.26 Alternative remediation
and gravel pits. practices.

317.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Book”, “list”, “record”, or “schedule” kept by a county auditor, assessor, treasurer,
recorder, sheriff, or other county officer means the county system as defined in section 445.1.

2. “Commissioner” means the county weed commissioner or the commissioner’s deputy
within each county.
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3. “Department” means the department of agriculture and land stewardship.
2000 Acts, ch 1148, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §86; 2010 Acts, ch 1193, §49; 2018 Acts, ch 1047,
§1

317.1A Noxious weeds.

1. The following weeds are hereby declared to be noxious and shall be divided into two
classes, as follows:

a. Primary noxious weeds, which shall include:

(1) Quack grass (Elymus repens).

(2) Perennial sow thistle (Sonchus arvensis).

(3) Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense).

(4) Bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare).

(®) European morning glory or field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis).

(6) Horse nettle (Solanum carolinense).

(7) Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula).

(8) Perennial pepper-grass (Cardaria draba).

(9) Russian knapweed (Acroptilon repens).

(10) Buckthorn (Rhamnus spp., not to include Frangula alnus, syn. Rhamnus frangula).

(11) All other species of thistles belonging in the genera of Cirsium and Carduus.

(12) Palmer amaranth (Amaranthus palmeri).

b. Secondary noxious weeds, which shall include:

(1) Butterprint (Abutilon theophrasti) annual.

(2) Cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium) annual.

(3) Wild mustard (Sinapis arvensis) annual.

(4) Wild carrot (Daucus carota) biennial.

(5) Buckhorn (Plantago lanceolata) perennial.

(6) Sheep sorrel (Rumex acetosella) perennial.

(7) Sour dock (Rumex crispus) perennial.

(8) Smooth dock (Rumex altissimus) perennial.

(9) Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum).

(10) Multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora).

(11) Wild sunflower (wild strain of Helianthus annuus L.) annual.

(12) Puncture vine (Tribulus terrestris) annual.

(13) Teasel (Dipsacus spp.) biennial.

(14) Shattercane (Sorghum bicolor) annual.

2. a. The multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora) shall not be considered a secondary noxious
weed when cultivated for or used as understock for cultivated roses or as ornamental shrubs
in gardens, or in any county whose board of supervisors has by resolution declared it not to
be a noxious weed.

b. Shattercane (Sorghum bicolor) shall not be considered a secondary noxious weed when
cultivated or in any county whose board of supervisors has by resolution declared it not to be
a noxious weed.

3. A plant is also declared to be a noxious weed as provided in rules adopted by the
department pursuant to chapter 17A. The department’s determination shall be based on a
finding that the plant is competitive, persistent, or pernicious, and may directly or indirectly
injure or cause damage to crops, other useful plants, livestock, or poultry; irrigation, land,
public roads, fish or wildlife resources; or the public health.

[S13, §1565-b; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4818; C39, §4829.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §317.1]

85 Acts, ch 171, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1154, §20

C2001, §317.1A

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §108; 2011 Acts, ch 34, §79; 2017 Acts, ch 101, §2; 2018 Acts, ch 1047,
§2

Referred to in §317.1C, 716.14
Noxious weed seed defined, see §199.1
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317.1B State weed commissioner.

The secretary of agriculture may appoint a state weed commissioner to aid in the
administration of this chapter and carry out other duties as assigned by the secretary of
agriculture relating to the control or eradication of weeds.

2018 Acts, ch 1047, §3

317.1C Department — powers and duties.

1. The department shall assist commissioners, boards of supervisors, and cities in the
interpretation of this chapter and the administration and enforcement of this chapter.

2. a. The department may adopt administrative rules, pursuant to chapter 17A, providing
a list of plants that it determines is noxious in the manner provided in section 317.1A.

b. The department may establish priorities from the list of noxious weeds described in
section 317.1A for control or eradication. The priorities may be published annually and made
available to the state department of transportation, counties, commissioners, and to the public
on the internet site controlled by the department of agriculture and land stewardship. The
state department of transportation, boards of supervisors, and weed commissioners shall
consider the priorities when establishing programs of weed control or eradication pursuant
to section 317.13.

3. The department may adopt rules, pursuant to chapter 17A, providing a list of
recommended methods for control or eradication of noxious weeds.

2018 Acts, ch 1047, §4

317.1D Exemption — Iowa hemp Act.

This chapter does not apply to a plant or any part of the plant qualifying as hemp, if the
hemp is produced on a crop site regulated under chapter 204.

2019 Acts, ch 130, §30, 33

317.2 State botanist. Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §9.

317.3 Weed commissioner — standards for noxious weed control.

1. The board of supervisors of each county may annually appoint a county weed
commissioner who may be a person otherwise employed by the county and who passes
minimum standards established by the department of agriculture and land stewardship
for noxious weed identification and the recognized methods for noxious weed control and
elimination. The county weed commissioner’s appointment shall be effective as of March
1 and shall continue for a term at the discretion of the board of supervisors unless the
commissioner is removed from office as provided for by law. The name and address of the
person appointed as county weed commissioner shall be certified to the county auditor and
to the secretary of agriculture within ten days of the appointment.

2. The board of supervisors shall fix the compensation of the county weed commissioner
and deputies. Compensation shall be for the period of actual work only, although a weed
commissioner assigned other duties not related to weed eradication may receive an annual
salary. The board of supervisors shall likewise determine whether employment shall be by
hour, day, or month and the rate of pay for the employment time. In addition to compensation,
the commissioner and deputies shall be paid their necessary travel expenses.

3. At the discretion of the board of supervisors, the weed commissioner shall attend
a seminar or school conducted or approved by the department of agriculture and land
stewardship relating to the identification, control, and elimination of noxious weeds. The
county weed commissioner may, with the approval of the board of supervisors, require
that commercial applicators and their appropriate employees pass the same standards
for noxious weed identification as established by the department of agriculture and land
stewardship.

4. The board of supervisors shall prescribe the time of year the weed commissioner shall
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perform the powers and duties of county weed commissioner under this chapter which may
be during that time of year when noxious weeds can effectively be Kkilled.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; C24, 27, §4817; C31, 35, §4817, 4817-d1; C39, §4829.03; C46, 50, 54,
58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.3]

83 Acts, ch 123, §119, 209; 85 Acts, ch 160, §1; 94 Acts, ch 1173, §14; 2018 Acts, ch 1041,
§80

Referred to in §331.321

317.4 Direction and control.

Each commissioner, subject to direction and control by the county board of supervisors,
shall supervise the control and destruction of all noxious weeds in the county, including
those growing within the limits of cities, within the confines of abandoned cemeteries, and
along streets and highways unless otherwise provided. A commissioner shall notify the
department of public safety of the location of marijuana plants found growing on public or
private property. A commissioner may enter upon any land in the county at any time for the
performance of the commissioner’s duties, and shall hire the labor and equipment necessary
subject to the approval of the board of supervisors.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4817; C39, §4829.04; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75,77, 79, 81, S81, §317.4; 81 Acts, ch 117, §1047]

83 Acts, ch 123, §120, 209; 90 Acts, ch 1179, §2; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §87

317.5 Weeds in abandoned cemeteries. Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §9.

317.6 Entering land to destroy weeds — notice.

1. If there is a substantial failure by the owner or person in possession or control of any
land to comply with any order of destruction pursuant to the provisions of this chapter,
the county weed commissioner, including the weed commissioner’s deputies, or employees
acting under the weed commissioner’s direction may enter upon any land within the
commissioner’s county for the purpose of destroying noxious weeds.

2. The entry may be made without the consent of the landowner or person in possession
or control of the land. However, the actual work of destruction shall not be commenced until
five days after the landowner and the person in possession or control of the land have been
notified.

3. The notice shall state the facts relating to failure of compliance with the county
program of weed destruction order or orders made by the board of supervisors. The notice
shall be delivered by personal service on the owner and persons in possession and control
of the land. The personal service may be served by the weed commissioner or any person
designated in writing by the weed commissioner. However, in lieu of personal service, the
weed commissioner may provide that the notice be delivered by certified mail. A copy of the
notice shall be filed in the office of the county auditor. The last known address of the owner
or person in possession or control of the land may be ascertained, if necessary, from the last
tax list in the county treasurer’s office. Where any person owning land within the county
has filed a written instrument in the office of the county auditor designating the name and
address of its agent, the notice may be delivered to that agent. In computing time for notice,
it shall be from the date of service as evidenced on the return of service. If delivery is made
by certified mail, it shall be from the date of mailing.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; C24, §4817; C27, 31, 35, §4817, 4823-b1; C39, §4829.05, 4829.06; C46,
§317.5, 317.6; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.6]

2005 Acts, ch 39, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §109

Referred to in §317.16

317.7 Report to board.

Each weed commissioner shall for the territory under the commissioner’s jurisdiction
on or before the first day of November of each year make a written report to the board of
supervisors. Said report shall state:

1. The name and location of all primary noxious weeds, and any new weed which appears
to be a serious pest.
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2. Adetailed statement of the treatment used, and future plans, for eradication of weeds on
each infested tract on which the commissioner has attempted to exterminate weeds, together
with the costs and results obtained.

3. A summary of the weed situation within the jurisdiction, together with suggestions and
recommendations which may be proper and useful, a copy of which shall be forwarded to the
state secretary of agriculture.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4817; C39, §4829.07; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §317.7]

317.8 Duty of secretary of agriculture or secretary’s designee. Repealed by 2018 Acts,
ch 1047, §9. See §317.1B.

317.9 Duty of board to enforce.

Unless otherwise provided, responsibility for the enforcement of the provisions of this
chapter shall be vested in the board of supervisors as to all of the following:

1. Farm lands.

2. Railroad lands.

3. Abandoned cemeteries.

4. State lands and state parks.

5. Primary and secondary roads.

6. Roads, streets, and other lands within cities.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4817; C39, §4829.09; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73,
75, 77, 79, 81, §317.9]

2019 Acts, ch 59, §89

317.10 Duty of owner or tenant.

Each owner and each person in the possession or control of any lands shall cut, burn, or
otherwise destroy, in whatever manner may be prescribed by the board of supervisors, all
noxious weeds thereon as defined in this chapter at such times in each year and in such
manner as shall be prescribed in the program of weed destruction order or orders made by
the board of supervisors, and shall keep said lands free from such growth of any other weeds,
as shall render the streets or highways adjoining said land unsafe for public travel.

[SS15, §1565-a; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4819; C39, §4829.10; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §317.10]

317.11 Weeds on roads — harvesting of grass.

1. The county boards of supervisors and the state department of transportation shall
control or eradicate noxious weeds growing on the roads under their jurisdiction.

2. Nothing under this chapter shall prevent the landowner from harvesting, in proper
season on or after July 15, the grass grown on the road along the landowner’s land except
for vegetation maintained for highway purposes as part of an integrated roadside vegetation
management plan which is consistent with the objectives in section 314.22.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; SS15, §1565-a; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4817, 4819; C39, §4829.11; C46, 50,
54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.11]

89 Acts, ch 246, §8; 2010 Acts, ch 1164, §2; 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §5

317.12 Weeds on railroad or public lands and gravel pits.

All noxious weeds on railroad lands, public lands and within incorporated cities shall
be treated in such manner, approved by the board of supervisors, as shall prevent seed
production and either destroy or prevent the spread of noxious weeds to adjoining lands.
Gravel pits infested with noxious weeds shall not be used as sources of gravel for public
highways without previous treatment approved by board of supervisors.

[S13, §1565-c, -d, -f; SS15, §1565-a; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4817, 4819; C39, §4829.12; C46, 50,
54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.12]
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317.13 Program of control or eradication.

1. The board of supervisors of each county may each year, upon recommendation of the
county weed commissioner by resolution prescribe and order a program of weed control or
eradication for purposes of complying with all sections of this chapter. The county board of
supervisors of each county may also adopt an integrated roadside vegetation management
plan as part of a program of weed control or eradication for purposes of complying with all
sections of this chapter.

2. The program of weed control or eradication shall include issuing permits for the
burning, mowing, or spraying of roadsides by private individuals. The county board of
supervisors shall allow only that burning, mowing, or spraying of roadsides by private
individuals that is consistent with the adopted integrated roadside vegetation management
plan. This subsection applies only to those roadside areas of a county which are included in
an integrated roadside vegetation management plan.

[S13, §1565-c, -d; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4821; C39, §4829.13; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §317.13]

85 Acts, ch 171, §3; 89 Acts, ch 246, §9; 90 Acts, ch 1267, §36; 2018 Acts, ch 1041, §81; 2018

Acts, ch 1047, §6
Referred to in §317.1C, 317.14, 317.14A, 317.19

317.14 Notice of program.

1. Notice of any order made pursuant to section 317.13 shall be given by one publication
in the official newspapers of the county and shall be directed to all property owners.

2. The notice shall state:

a. The time for destruction.

b. The manner of destruction, if other than cutting above the surface of the ground.

c. That, unless the order is complied with, the weed commissioner shall cause the weeds
to be destroyed and the cost of destroying the weeds will be taxed against the real estate on
which the noxious weeds are destroyed.

[S13, §1565-c, -d; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4822; C39, §4829.14; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §317.14]

2010 Acts, ch 1061, §110

317.14A Special requirements for the control or elimination of Palmer amaranth on
conservation reserve program land.

The program for weed control established pursuant to section 317.13, and any order
issued under that program, shall not apply to the control or elimination of Palmer amaranth
(Amaranthus palmeri) on land enrolled in the conservation reserve program as described in
7 C.FR. pt. 1410, unless the control or elimination measures comply with the conservation
reserve program requirements for that land including contract requirements. The board of
supervisors in adopting the program for weed control, or the commissioner in administering
the program, shall seek cooperation with the United States department of agriculture, which
may include the department’s farm service agency office for that county, the farm service
agency’s state office, or any other office or official designated by the department.

2017 Acts, ch 101, §3

317.15 Loss or damage to crops.

The loss or damage to crops or property incurred by reason of such destruction shall be
borne by the titleholder of said real estate, unless said real estate shall be sold under contract
whereby possession has been delivered to the purchaser, in which event such purchaser shall
bear such loss or damage, excepting where a contract has been entered into providing a
different adjustment for such loss or damage.

[S13, §1565-c, -d; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4822; C39, §4829.15; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §317.15]

317.16 Failure to comply.
1. In case of a substantial failure to comply by the date prescribed in any order of
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destruction of weeds made pursuant to this chapter, the weed commissioner may do any of
the following;:

a. Enter upon the land as provided in section 317.6 and provide for the destruction of the
weeds as provided in section 317.6.

b. Impose a maximum penalty of a ten dollar fine for each day, up to ten days, that the
owner or person in possession or control of the land fails to comply. If a penalty is imposed
and the owner or person in possession or control of the land fails to comply, the weed
commissioner shall cause the weeds to be destroyed.

2. If the weed commissioner enters the land and causes the weeds to be destroyed, the
actual cost and expense of cutting, burning, or otherwise destroying the weeds, along with
the cost of providing notice and special meetings or proceedings, if any, shall be paid by the
county and, together with the additional assessment to apply toward costs of supervision and
administration, be recovered by an assessment against the tract of real estate on which the
weeds were growing, as provided in section 317.21. Any fine imposed under this section shall
be recovered by a similar assessment.

[S13, §1565-c, -d; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4823; C39, §4829.16; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §317.16]

83 Acts, ch 123, §121, 209; 85 Acts, ch 171, §4; 2005 Acts, ch 39, §2

Referred to in §317.21
317.17 Additional noxious weeds. Repealed by 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §9.

317.18 Order for weed control or eradication on roads.

A county board of supervisors and the state department of transportation shall control or
eradicate noxious weeds growing on the roads under their jurisdiction. A board of supervisors
may order all noxious weeds, within the right-of-way of all roads under county jurisdiction
be controlled or eradicated, either upon its own motion or upon receipt of written notice
requesting the action from any residents of the township in which the roads are located, or
any person regularly using the roads. The order shall be consistent with the county integrated
roadside vegetation management plan, if the county has adopted such a plan. The order shall
define the roads along which noxious weeds are required to be controlled or eradicated and
shall require the weeds to be controlled or eradicated within fifteen days after the publication
of the order in the official newspapers of the county or as prescribed in the county’s integrated
roadside vegetation management plan.

[C39, §4829.18; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.18]

83 Acts, ch 123, §122, 209; 85 Acts, ch 171, §5; 89 Acts, ch 246, §10; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §14;
2018 Acts, ch 1047, §7

317.19 Road clearing appropriation.

1. The board of supervisors may appropriate moneys to be used for the purposes of
controlling or eradicating weeds or brush within the right-of-way of roads under county
jurisdiction in a manner consistent with the county’s program of weed control or eradication
pursuant to section 317.13, except as provided in section 314.17.

2. The board of supervisors may purchase or hire necessary equipment or contract with
the adjoining landowner to carry out this section.

83 Acts, ch 123, §123, 209; 84 Acts, ch 1219, §20; 85 Acts, ch 171, §6; 89 Acts, ch 246, §11;
98 Acts, ch 1075, §15; 2010 Acts, ch 1164, §3; 2018 Acts, ch 1047, §8

317.20 Equipment and materials — use on private property.

The board of supervisors may appropriate moneys for the purpose of purchasing weed
eradicating equipment and materials to carry out the duties of the commissioner for use on
all lands in the county, public or private, and for the payment of the necessary expenses
and compensation of the commissioner, and the commissioner’s deputies, if any. When
equipment or materials so purchased are used on private property within the corporate limits
of cities by the commissioner, the cost of materials used and an amount to be fixed by the
board of supervisors for the use of the equipment shall be returned by the county treasurer
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upon the collection of the special assessment taxed against the property. In the certification
to the county treasurer by the county auditor this apportionment shall be designated along
with the special tax assessed under section 317.21. The equipment and its use are subject to
the authorization and direction of the county board of supervisors.

83 Acts, ch 123, §124, 209

Referred to in §331.559

317.21 Cost of weed destruction.

When the commissioner destroys any weeds under the authority of section 317.16, after
failure of the landowner responsible to destroy such weeds pursuant to the order of the board
of supervisors, the cost of the destruction shall be assessed against the land and collected
from the landowner responsible in the following manner:

1. Annually, after the weed commissioner has completed the program of destruction of
weeds by reason of noncompliance by persons responsible for the destruction, the board
of supervisors shall determine as to each tract of real estate the actual cost of labor and
materials used by the commissioner in cutting, burning, or otherwise destroying the weeds,
the cost of serving notice, and of special meetings or proceedings, if any. To the total of
all sums expended, the board shall add an amount equal to twenty-five percent of that total
to compensate for the cost of supervision and administration and assess the resulting sum
against the tract of real estate by a special tax, which shall be certified to the county auditor
and county treasurer by the clerk of the board of supervisors, and shall be placed upon the
tax books, and collected, with interest after delinquent, in the same manner as other unpaid
taxes. The tax shall be due on March 1 after assessment, and shall be delinquent from April
1 after due. However, when the last day of March is a Saturday or Sunday, such amount shall
be delinquent from the second business day of April. When collected, the moneys shall be
paid into the fund from which the costs were originally paid.

2. Before making any such assessment, the board of supervisors shall prepare a plat or
schedule showing the several lots, tracts of land or parcels of ground to be assessed which
shall be in accord with the assessor’s records and the amount proposed to be assessed against
each of the same for destroying or controlling weeds during the fiscal year.

3. Such board shall thereupon fix a time for the hearing on such proposed assessments,
which time shall not be later than December 15 of the year, and at least twenty days prior to
the time thus fixed for such hearing shall give notice thereof to all concerned that such plat or
schedule is on file, and that the amounts as shown therein will be assessed against the several
lots, tracts of land or parcels of ground described in said plat or schedule at the time fixed for
such hearing, unless objection is made thereto. Notice of such hearing shall be given by one
publication in official county newspapers in the county in which the property to be assessed is
situated; or by posting a copy of such notice on the premises affected and by mailing a copy by
certified mail to the last known address of the person owning or controlling said premises. At
such time and place the owner of said premises or anyone liable to pay such assessment, may
appear with the same rights given by law before boards of review, in reference to assessments
for general taxation.

[S13, §1565-c, -d; C24, 27, §4824, 4825; C31, 35, §4824, 4825, 4825-cl, -c2; C39, §4829.19;
C46, §317.20; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.21]

85 Acts, ch 171, §7; 92 Acts, ch 1016, §4; 98 Acts, ch 1107, §7; 2005 Acts, ch 34, §2, 26
Referred to in §317.16, 317.20, 331.502, 331.559

317.22 Duty of highway maintenance personnel.

All officers directly responsible for the care of public highways shall make a complaint
to the weed commissioners or board of supervisors, if it appears that the provisions of this
chapter may not be complied with in time to prevent the blooming and maturity of noxious
weeds or the unlawful growth of weeds or marijuana, whether in the streets or highways for
which they are responsible or upon lands adjacent to the same.

[S13, §1565-c, -e; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4826; C39, §4829.20; C46, §317.21; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66,
71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.22]

90 Acts, ch 1179, §3
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317.23 Duty of county attorney.

It shall be the duty of the county attorney upon complaint of any citizen that any officer
charged with the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter has neglected or failed to
perform the officer’s duty, to enforce the performance of such duty.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4828; C39, §4829.21; C46, §317.22; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79,

81, §317.23]
Referred to in §331.756(47)

317.24 Punishment of officer.

Any officer referred to in this chapter who neglects or fails to perform the duties incumbent
upon the officer under the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a simple misdemeanor.

[S13, §1565-i; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4829; C39, §4829.22; C46, §317.23; C50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71,
73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §317.24]

317.25 Invasive plants prohibited — exception — penalty.

1. a. A person shall not import, sell, offer for sale, or distribute in this state in any form,
including the seeds, any of the following plants:

(1) Teasel (Dipsacus) biennial.

(2) Multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora).

(3) Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria).

(4) Purple loosestrife (Lythrum virgatum).

(5) Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata).

(6) Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus).

(7) Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica).

(8) Japanese hop (Humulus japonicus).

(9) Palmer amaranth (Amaranthus palmeri).

b. However, paragraph “a” does not prohibit the sale, offer for sale, or distribution of the
multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora) used for understock for either cultivated roses or ornamental
shrubs in gardens.

2. Any person violating subsection 1 commits a public offense and is subject to a fine not
to exceed one hundred dollars.

[C75, 77, 79, 81, §317.25]

89 Acts, ch 193, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1111, §1; 91 Acts, ch 5, §1; 91 Acts, ch 258, §46; 2001 Acts,
ch 91, §1; 2002 Acts, ch 1050, §31; 2013 Acts, ch 74, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §72; 2017 Acts,
ch 29, §90; 2017 Acts, ch 101, §4

317.26 Alternative remediation practices.

The director of the department of natural resources, in cooperation with the secretary of
agriculture and county conservation boards or the board of supervisors, shall develop and
implement projects which utilize alternative practices in the remediation of noxious weeds
and other vegetation within highway rights-of-way.

87 Acts, ch 225, §231
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CHAPTER 318
OBSTRUCTIONS IN HIGHWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Referred to in §306C.13, 307.24, 311.32, 314.30, 331.362

318.1 Definitions. 318.7 Injunction to restrain

318.2 Purpose. obstructions.

318.3 Obstructions in highway 318.8 Permit required.
right-of-way. 318.9 Utility structures.

318.4 Duty of highway authorities. 318.10 Fences.

318.5 Removal and cost. 318.11 Billboards and signs.

318.6 Public nuisance. 318.12 Enforcement.

318.1 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Department” means the state department of transportation.

2. “Highway authority” means the county board of supervisors, in the case of secondary
roads, and the department, in the case of primary roads.

3. “Highway right-of-way” means the total area of land, whether reserved by public
ownership or easement, that is reserved for the operation and maintenance of a legally
established public roadway. This area shall be deemed to consist of two portions, a central
traveled way including the shoulders and that remainder on both sides of the road, between
the outside shoulder edges and the outer boundaries of the right-of-way.

4. “Obstruction” means an obstacle in the highway right-of-way, or an impediment or
hindrance which impedes, opposes, or interferes with free passage along the highway
right-of-way, not including utility structures installed in accordance with an approved permit.

5. “Officer” means any department employee, county employee, or elected county official.

6. “Traveled portion of the right-of-way” means that area of the highway right-of-way, not
including the shoulders, on which vehicles normally travel.

7. “Utility” means all private, public, municipal, or cooperative owned systems for water,
sewer, natural gas, electric, telegraph, telephone, transit, pipeline, heating plants, railroads,
bridges, street lights, or traffic control signals.

8. “Utility structures” means the aboveground devices, required by a utility, including
poles, lines, and wires, used for telephone, electric, natural gas, and other distribution or
transmission purposes, and natural gas and electrical substations.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §1

318.2 Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to enhance public safety for those traveling the public roads
and allow economical maintenance of highway rights-of-way.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §2

318.3 Obstructions in highway right-of-way.

A person shall not place, or cause to be placed, an obstruction within any highway
right-of-way. This prohibition includes, but is not limited to, the following actions:

1. The excavation, filling, or making of any physical changes to any part of the highway
right-of-way, except as provided under section 318.8.

2. The cultivation or growing of crops within the highway right-of-way.

3. The destruction of plants placed within the highway right-of-way.

4. The placing of fences or ditches within the highway right-of-way.

5. The alteration of ditches, water breaks, or drainage tiles within the highway
right-of-way.

6. The placement of trash, litter, debris, waste material, manure, rocks, crops or crop
residue, brush, vehicles, machinery, or other items within the highway right-of-way.

7. The placement of billboards, signs, or advertising devices within the highway
right-of-way.
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8. The placement of any red reflector, or any object or other device which shall cause the
effect of a red reflector on the highway right-of-way which is visible to passing motorists.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §3
Referred to in §318.6, 318.8
See also §318.5, 318.10, and 318.11

318.4 Duty of highway authorities.

The highway authority shall cause all obstructions in a highway right-of-way under its
jurisdiction to be removed.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §4

318.5 Removal and cost.

1. An obstruction in a highway right-of-way which constitutes an immediate and
dangerous hazard shall, without notice or liability in damages, be removed by the highway
authority.

2. An obstruction not constituting an immediate and dangerous hazard shall be removed
by the highway authority without liability after forty-eight-hour notice served in the same
manner in which an original notice is served, or in writing by certified mail, or in any other
manner reasonably calculated to apprise the person responsible for the obstruction that the
obstruction will be removed at the person’s expense. The highway authority shall assess the
removal cost.

3. Upon removal of the obstruction, the highway authority may immediately send a
statement of the cost to the person responsible for the obstruction. If within ten days
after sending the statement the cost is not paid, the highway authority may institute legal
proceedings to collect the cost of removal. The removal costs shall be assessed against the
following persons, as applicable:

a. The vehicle owner in the case of an abandoned vehicle.

b. The abutting property owner in the case of a fence, other than a right-of-way line fence,
or other temporary obstruction placed within the highway right-of-way by the owner or tenant
of the abutting property.

c. The owner or person responsible for placement of any other obstruction.

4. All removals shall be without liability on the part of any officer ordering or effecting
such removal.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §5
Referred to in §68A.406, 318.9, 318.10
Manner of service, R.C.P. 1.302 - 1.315

318.6 Public nuisance.

1. Any person who places, or causes to be placed, any obstruction in a highway
right-of-way as prohibited under section 318.3 is deemed to have created a public nuisance
punishable as provided in chapter 657.

2. If a person is found guilty of placing an obstruction within a highway right-of-way,
the court may, in addition to any fine imposed, or judgment for damages or costs for which a
separate execution may issue, order that the obstruction be abated or removed at the expense
of the defendant. The costs for abatement or removal of the obstruction may be entered
as a personal judgment against the defendant or assessed against the property where the
obstruction occurred, or both.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §6

318.7 Injunction to restrain obstructions.

A highway authority may maintain a suit in equity aided by injunction to restrain an
obstruction in a highway right-of-way. In such actions, the highway authority may cause
the legal boundary lines of the highway to be adjudicated provided all interested parties are
impleaded.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §7
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318.8 Permit required.

A person shall not excavate, fill, or make a physical change within a highway right-of-way
without obtaining a permit from the applicable highway authority. At the request of a
permittee, a modification may be granted in the discretion of the highway authority. Work
performed under the permit shall be performed in conformity with the specifications
prescribed by the highway authority. If the work does not conform to permit specifications,
the person shall be notified to make the conforming changes. If after twenty days the
changes have not been made, the highway authority may make the necessary changes and
immediately send a statement of the cost to the responsible person. If within thirty days
after sending the statement the cost is not paid, the highway authority may institute legal
proceedings to collect the cost of correction. A violation of the permit specifications shall be
considered a violation of section 318.3. A public utility subject to section 306A.3 is exempt
from this section.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §8

Referred to in §318.3

318.9 Utility structures.

1. a. A utility structure in a highway right-of-way used for telephone, electric, natural gas,
or other distribution or transmission purposes shall be removed by the owner or operator of
the transmission lines upon written notice from the highway authority of not less than ninety
days, to the owner and operator. The notice shall, with reasonable certainty, specify the utility
structure to be removed and shall be served in the same manner that original notices are
required to be served. If the owner or operator of the transmission line is unable to remove
the utility structure within the required time due to circumstances beyond the control of the
owner or operator, the owner or operator shall file a request with the highway authority for
an extension of time to complete the work.

b. If the owner or operator of a transmission line needs authorization from the utilities
board or other governmental authority to relocate a utility structure or to obtain a new private
easement right for relocation of the utility structure, the owner or operator shall request an
extension of time within which to remove the utility structure. The highway authority shall
grant an extension of time for at least ninety days following the date authorization is granted
or the easement right is obtained.

2. Upon written application, the highway authority shall locate the construction of new
telephone, electric, or transmission lines or parts of lines, including natural gas pipeline, for
the roads within the highway authority’s jurisdiction, subject to the jurisdiction of the utilities
board under chapters 476, 478, and 479, as follows:

a. The county engineer, or the board of supervisors if a county engineer is not available,
shall locate the lines for secondary roads.

b. The department shall locate the lines for primary roads.

3. The department and the county engineer, or the board of supervisors if a county
engineer is not available, may designate the location of a utility structure within a highway
right-of-way. A utility structure that is not properly located within the highway right-of-way
shall be removed within a time prescribed to a designated location. If not so removed, the
highway authority may remove the utility structure and recover costs as provided in section
318.5.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §9

Referred to in §306.46
Manner of service, R.C.P. 1.302 - 1.315

318.10 Fences.

1. A fence which constitutes an immediate and dangerous hazard shall, without notice or
liability in damages, be removed by the highway authority. In all other cases where a fence
is an obstruction in a highway right-of-way, notice in writing of not less than thirty days shall
be given to the owner, occupant, or agent of the land enclosed by the fence.

2. The notice shall, with reasonable certainty, specify the line to which the fences shall
be removed and shall be served in the same manner that original notices are required to be
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served, or in writing by certified mail, or in any other manner reasonably calculated to apprise
the person responsible for the fence.

3. The department and the county engineer, or the board of supervisors if a county
engineer is not available, may designate the location of a fence within a highway right-of-way.
A fence that is not properly located within the highway right-of-way shall be removed within
a time prescribed to a designated location. If not so removed, the highway authority may
remove the fences and recover costs as provided in section 318.5.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §10

Manner of service. R.C.P. 1.302 - 1.315

318.11 Billboards and signs.

1. No billboard or advertising sign or device, except a sign or device authorized by law or
approved by the highway authority, shall be placed or erected upon a highway right-of-way.

2. Abillboard or advertising sign, whether on public or private property, that obstructs the
view of any portion of a public highway or of a railway track making the use of the traveled
portion of the right-of-way dangerous is a public nuisance and shall be abated. The person
responsible for the erection and maintenance of the billboard or sign may be punished as
provided in chapter 657.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §11
Referred to in §331.756(48)

318.12 Enforcement.

A highway authority shall enforce the provisions of this chapter by appropriate civil or
criminal proceeding or by both such proceedings.

2006 Acts, ch 1097, §12

CHAPTER 319
OBSTRUCTIONS IN HIGHWAYS

Repealed by 2006 Acts, ch 1097, §19; see chapter 318

CHAPTER 320

USE OF HIGHWAYS FOR SIDEWALKS,
SERVICE MAINS, OR CATTLEWAYS

Referred to in §307.24

320.1 Construction of sidewalks in 320.5 Term of grant.
certain school districts. L
320.2 Assessment of costs. 320.6 Conditions — damages.
320.3 Repairs. ; g
320.4 Water and gas mains, sidewalks, 3207 Failure to maintain.
and cattleways. 320.8 Penalty.

320.1 Construction of sidewalks in certain school districts.

Where an independent or community school district has within its limits a city of one
hundred twenty-five thousand population or more, and has a schoolhouse located outside
the city limits of such city and outside the limits of any city, the board of supervisors of the
county in which such school district is located shall upon the filing of a petition signed by
the owners of at least seventy-five percent of the property which will be assessed, order
the construction or reconstruction of a permanent sidewalk not less than four feet in width
along the highway adjacent to the property described and leading to such schoolhouse.

[C27, 31, 35, §4857-bl; C39, §4857.1; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.1]
Referred to in §331.362
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320.2 Assessment of costs.

Said work shall be undertaken and consummated and the cost thereof assessed to the
abutting property in the manner and method and with the same effect as provided for the
construction of sidewalks and the assessment of the costs thereof against benefited property
by city councils within the limits of a city.

[C27, 31, 35, §4857-b2; C39, §4857.2; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.2]

Referred to in §331.362

320.3 Repairs.

After the construction of such sidewalk the board of supervisors shall keep the same in
repair and assess and certify the cost thereof in the same manner and to the same extent in
which like repairs are assessed and certified by city councils.

[C27, 31, 35, §4857-b3; C39, §4857.3; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.3]
Referred to in §331.362

320.4 Water and gas mains, sidewalks, and cattleways.

The state department of transportation in case of primary roads, and the board of
supervisors in case of secondary roads, on written application designating the particular
highway and part of the highway, the use of which is desired, may grant permission:

1. To lay gas mains in highways outside cities to local municipal distributing plants or
companies, but not to pipeline companies. This section shall not apply to or include pipeline
companies required to obtain a license from the utilities board.

2. To construct and maintain cattleways over or under such highways.

3. To construct sidewalks on and along such highways.

4. To lay water mains in, under, or along highways.

[C97, §1524; S13, §1527-e; SS15, §1527-b; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4858; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62,
66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.4]

2023 Acts, ch 19, §2662

Referred to in §320.5, 331.362, 589.29
Subsection 1 amended

320.5 Term of grant.

A grant made under section 320.4 shall be on such reasonable conditions as the state
department of transportation or the board of supervisors may exact, and on such conditions
as the general assembly may prescribe.

[C97, §1524; S13, §1527-e; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4859; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,
79, 81, §320.5]

2001 Acts, ch 32, §11
Referred to in §331.362

320.6 Conditions — damages.

1. Mains, pipes, and cattleways erected and maintained under this chapter shall not
interfere with public travel or with the future improvement of the highway. The owner of
the mains, pipes, and cattleways shall be responsible for all damages arising from laying,
maintaining, or erecting the mains, pipes, or cattleways or from the mains, pipes, or
cattleways not being kept in a proper state of repair.

2. The location of mains or pipes may be changed, on reasonable notice, when change is
necessary due to the improvement or maintenance of the highway.

[C97, §1524; S13, §1527-e; SS15, §1527-b; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4860; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62,
66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.6]

2021 Acts, ch 80, §165

Referred to in §331.362
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320.7 Failure to maintain.

Failure of the grantee to comply with the terms of the grant shall be grounds for forfeiture
of the grant.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4861; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §320.7]

2023 Acts, ch 64, §51
Referred to in §331.362
Section amended

320.8 Penalty.

Failure to comply with any of the conditions of said grant, whether made such by statute
or by agreement, or the laying of any such mains, or the constructing of any such cattleways,
without having secured the grant of permission as provided by law shall be deemed a simple
misdemeanor. It shall be the duty of the state department of transportation and of the board
of supervisors, as regards the highways under their respective jurisdictions, to enforce the
provisions of this section and the laws relating thereto.

[S13, §1527-d; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §4862; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81,
§320.8]

Referred to in §331.362
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SUBTITLE 2
VEHICLES

CHAPTER 321
MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD

Referred to in §7.10, 27A.1, 81.1, 103A.55, 123.46, 123.47, 135C.33, 232.8, 307.27, 312.1, 312.7, 321A.3, 321E.29, 321F8, 321H.2, 321H.4A,
3211.1, 3211.31, 321J.4B, 321J.20, 321M.1, 321M.2, 321M.6, 3210.4, 322.2, 322.4, 322.9, 322.29, 322A.1, 322C.2, 322C .4, 322C.6, 326.5,
326.6, 326.11, 326.12, 326.22, 326.30, 331.362, 423.1, 423B.4, 435.26A, 462A.33, 523C.1, 535.2, 554.9311, 554.9503, 554.13104, 578A.7,

602.8106, 690.2, 692.1, 692A.101, 692A.128, 707.6A, 714.2, 716.13, 725.1, 805.6, 805.8A(14) (i), 805.9, 805.16, 809.1, 809A.3, 811.9,
903.1, 910.1

Fines doubled for moving traffic violations occurring
in road work zones; §805.8A, subsection 14, paragraph i

GENERAL PROVISIONS

321.1 Definitions of words and phrases.

321.1A Presumption of residency.

321.2 Administration and enforcement.

321.3 Powers and duties of director.

321.4 Rules.

321.5 Duty to obey.

321.6 Reciprocal enforcement — patrol
beats.

321.7 Seal of department.

321.8 Director to prescribe forms.

3219 Authority to administer oaths and
acknowledge signatures.

321.10 Certified copies of records.

321.11 Records of department.

321.11A Personal information disclosure
— exception.

321.12 Destruction of records.

321.13 Authority to grant or refuse
applications.

321.14 Seizure of documents and plates.

321.15 Publication of law.

321.16 Giving of notices.

REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, AND PROOF OF
SECURITY AGAINST FINANCIAL LIABILITY

321.17 Misdemeanor to violate
registration provisions.

321.18 Vehicles subject to registration —
exception.

321.18A Records of implements of
husbandry.

321.19 Exemptions — distinguishing

plates — definitions of urban
transit company and regional
transit system.

321.20 Application for registration and
certificate of title.

321.20A Certificate of title and registration
fees — commercial vehicles.

321.20B Proof of security against liability
— driving without liability
coverage.

321.21

321.22

321.23

321.23A
321.24

321.25

321.26

321.27

321.28

321.29
321.30

321.31
321.32

321.33

321.34

321.35

321.36
321.37
321.38

321.39
321.40

321.41

Special mobile equipment plates.
Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 13,
§28, 29; 2000 Acts, ch 1154,
§46, 50.

Urban and regional transit
equipment certificates and
plates.

Titles to specially constructed
and reconstructed vehicles,
street rods, replica vehicles,
and foreign vehicles.

Affidavit of correction.

Issuance of registration and
certificate of title.

Application for registration and
title — cards attached.

Multiple registration periods and
adjustments.

Implementation of twelve-month
registration period. Repealed
by 97 Acts, ch 108, §49.

Failure to register.
Renewal not permitted.

Grounds for refusing registration
or title.

Records system.

Registration card carried and
exhibited — exception.

Exception. Repealed by 2010
Acts, ch 1069, §140.

Plates or validation sticker
furnished — retained by owner
— special plates.

Plates — reflective material —
bidding procedures.

Reserved.

Display of plates.

Plates — method of attaching —
imitations prohibited.

Expiration of registration.

Application for renewal —
notification — reasons for
refusal.

Change of address or name or
fuel type.
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321.42 Lost or damaged certificates,
cards, and plates —
replacements.

321.43 New identifying numbers.

321.44 Rules governing change of

engines, drivetrain assemblies,
and related parts.

321.44A Voluntary contribution —
anatomical gift public
awareness and transplantation
fund — amount retained by
county treasurer.

TRANSFERS OF TITLE OR INTEREST

321.45 Title must be transferred with
vehicle.
321.46 New title and registration upon

transfer of ownership — credit.
321.46A Change from apportioned
registration — credit.

321.47 Transfers by operation of law.

321.48 Vehicles acquired for resale.

321.49 Time limit — penalty — power of
attorney.

321.50 Security interest provisions.

321.51 Terminal rental adjustment

clause — vehicle leases that
are not sales or security
interests.

321.52 Out-of-state sales — junked,
dismantled, wrecked, or
salvage vehicles.

321.52A Certificate of title surcharge —
allocation of moneys.

PERMITS TO NONRESIDENT OWNERS

321.53 Nonresident owners of passenger
vehicles and trucks.
321.54 Registration and financial liability

coverage required of certain
nonresident carriers.

321.55 Registration and financial liability
coverage required for certain
vehicles owned or operated by
nonresidents.

321.56 Repair of out-of-state commercial
motor vehicles — permits.

SPECIAL PLATES TO MANUFACTURERS, TRANSPORTERS,
WHOLESALERS, AND DEALERS

321.57 Operation under special plates.
321.58 Application.

321.59 Issuance of certificate.

321.60 Issuance of special plates.
321.61 Expiration of special plates.
321.62 Records required.

321.63 Different places of business.
321.64 Implementation of multiyear

licensing and issuance of
special plates. Repealed by 98
Acts, ch 1075, §32.

321.65
321.66

IV-160

PUBLIC GARAGE RECORDS

Garage record.
Duty to hold vehicles.

USED MOTOR VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS — NEW AND
USED MOTOR VEHICLE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS

321.67

321.68
321.69
321.69A

321.70
321.71
321.71A

321.72

321.73
321.74
321.75
321.78

321.79
321.80
321.81
321.82
321.84
321.85

321.86
321.87
321.88
321.89
321.90

321.91

321.92
321.93
321.94
321.95
321.96

Certificate of title must be
executed.

Sale in bulk.

Damage disclosure statement.

Disclosure of repairs to new
vehicles.

Dealer vehicles.

Odometer requirements.

Counterfeit, nonfunctional, and
unsafe air bags.

SPECIAL ANTITHEFT LAW

Report of stolen and recovered
motor vehicles.

Reports by owners.

Action by department.

through 321.77 Reserved.

Injuring or tampering with
vehicle.

Intent to injure.

Reserved.

Presumptive evidence.

and 321.83 Reserved.

Seizure of vehicles.

Stolen vehicles or component
parts.

Notice by director.

Delivery to owner.

Failure of owner to claim.

Abandoned vehicles.

Disposal of abandoned motor
vehicles.

Limitation on liability — penalty
for abandonment.

Altering or changing numbers.

Defense.

Test to determine true number.

Right of inspection.

Prohibited plates — certificates.

OFFENSES AGAINST REGISTRATION LAWS AND
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF REGISTRATION

321.97
321.98
321.99
321.100
321.101

321.101A

321.102

Fraudulent applications.
Operation without registration.
Fraudulent use of registration.
False evidences of registration.
Suspension or revocation of
registration or cancellation
of certificate of title by
department.
Revocation of registration by
county treasurer.
Suspending or revoking special
registration.
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321.103

321.104

321.105
321.105A
321.106

321.107
321.109

321.110
321.111
321.112
321.113
321.114
321.115

321.115A

321.116

321.117

321.118
321.119
321.120
321.121
321.122

321.123
321.124

321.125
321.126

321.127
321.128
321.129
321.130
321.131
321.132

MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD, Ch 321

Owner to return evidences of
registration and title.
Penal offenses against title law.

REGISTRATION FEES

Annual registration fee required.

Fee for new registration.

Registration for fractional part of
year.

and 321.108 Reserved.

Annual registration fee computed
— transit fee.

Rejecting fractional dollars.

Conversion of car — effect.

Minimum motor vehicle fee.

Automatic reduction.

Reserved.

Antique vehicles — model year
plates permitted.

Replica vehicles and street rods
— model year plates permitted
— penalty.

Battery electric and plug-in
hybrid electric motor vehicle
fees.

Motorcycle, autocycle,
ambulance, and hearse
fees.

Reserved.

Church buses.

Business-trade trucks.

Special trucks for farm use.

Trucks, truck tractors, and road
tractors — fees.

Trailers.

Motor homes, multipurpose
vehicles, and motorsports
recreational vehicles — fees.

Effect of exemption.

Refunds of annual registration
fees.

Payment of refund.

Payment authorized.

When fees returnable.

Fees in lieu of taxes.

Lien of fee.

When lien attaches.

PENALTIES, COSTS, AND COLLECTIONS

321.133
321.134
321.135
321.136

321.145
321.146
321.148
321.149
321.150
321.151

Methods of collection.
Monthly penalty.

When fees delinquent.
through 321.144 Reserved.

FUNDS

Disposition of moneys and fees.
and 321.147 Reserved.
Monthly estimate.

Supplies.

Time limit.

Duty and liability of treasurer.

321.152

321.153
321.154
321.155
321.156

Collection fees retained by
county.

Treasurer’s report to department.

Reports by department.

Duty of treasurer of state.

Audit by department.

VALUE AND WEIGHT OF VEHICLES

321.157
321.158

321.159
321.160
321.161
321.162

321.163

321.165
321.166
321.167
321.168
321.169
321.170

321.171
321.172

321.174
321.174A

321.175
321.176

321.176A
321.176B

321.177
321.178

321.178A

321.179
321.180

321.180A
321.180B

321.181
321.182

Schedule of prices and weights.

Registration dependent on
schedule.

Exceptional cases — annual
registration fee.

Department to maintain
statement.

Department to fix values and
weight.

Method of fixing value and
weight.

and 321.164 Reserved.

PLATES AND SUPPLIES

Manufacture by state.

Vehicle plate specifications.

Delivery of plates, stickers, and
emblems.

Additional deliveries.

Account of plates.

Plates for exempt vehicles.

Title of plates.

and 321.173 Reserved.

DRIVER’S LICENSES

Operators licensed — operation
of commercial motor vehicles.

Operation of motor vehicle with
expired license.

Reserved.

Persons exempt from driver’s
licensing requirements.

Persons exempt from commercial
driver’s license requirements.

Restricted commercial driver’s
license.

Persons not to be licensed.

Driver education — restricted
license — reciprocity.

Driver education — teaching
parent.

Motorcycle rider education fund.

Instruction permits, commercial
learner’s permits, and
chauffeur’s instruction
permits.

Special instruction permit.

Graduated driver’s licenses for
persons aged fourteen through
seventeen.

Temporary permit.

Application.
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321.183 Application for driver’s license
or nonoperator’s identification
card — selective service
registration.

321.184 Applications of unmarried
minors.

321.185 Death of person signing
application — effect.

321.186 Examination of new or
incompetent operators.

321.186A  Vision report in lieu of vision test.

321.187 Examiners.

321.187A  Commercial driver’s license
driving skills tests — fees.

321.188 Commercial driver’s license
requirements.

321.189 Driver’s license — content.

321.189A  Driver’s license for undercover
law enforcement officers — fee
— penalties.

321.190 Issuance of nonoperator’s
identification cards — fee.

321.191 Fees for driver’s licenses.

321.192 Waivers or refunds of fees.
Repealed by 2009 Acts, ch 130,
§17.

321.193 Restrictions on licenses —
penalty.

321.194 Special minor’s licenses.

321.195 Replacement of driver’s
licenses and nonoperator’s
identification cards.

321.196 Expiration of license — renewal.

321.197 Emergency contact information.

321.198 Military service exception.

321.199 Driver’s license records.

321.200 Conviction and accident file.

321.200A  Convictions based upon fraud.

CANCELLATION, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF
LICENSES

321.201 Cancellation and return of license
— prohibition from issuance
of commercial driver’s license
for false information.

Reserved.

Suspending privileges of
nonresidents.

Certification of conviction —
notification of commercial
driver’s disqualification.

Conviction or administrative
decision in another
jurisdiction.

Surrender of license — duty of
court.

Downgrade of commercial
driver’s license or commercial
learner’s permit.

Disqualification from operation
of commercial motor vehicles
— noncommercial driver’s
license — temporary license or
permit.

321.202
321.203
321.204

321.205

321.206

321.207

321.208

321.208A  Operation in violation of
out-of-service order —
penalties.

321.209 Mandatory revocation.

321.210 Suspension.

321.210A  Suspension for failure to pay fine,
penalty, surcharge, or court
costs.

321.210B  Installment agreement.

321.210C  Probation period.

321.210D  Vehicular homicide suspension —
termination upon revocation
of license — reopening of
suspension.

321.211 Notice and hearing —
appropriation.

321.211A  Appeal of extended suspension
or revocation.

321.212 Period of suspension or
revocation — surrender of
license.

321.213 License suspensions or
revocations due to violations
by juvenile drivers.

321.213A  License suspension for juveniles
adjudicated delinquent for
certain drug or alcohol
offenses.

321.213B  Suspension for failure to attend.

321.214 Reserved.

321.215 Temporary restricted license.

LICENSES AND NONOPERATOR'’S IDENTIFICATION CARDS
— VIOLATIONS

321.216 Unlawful use of license or
nonoperator’s identification
card — penalty.

Falsifying driver’s licenses,
nonoperator’s identification
cards, or forms.

Use of driver’s license or
nonoperator’s identification
card by underage person to
obtain alcohol.

Use of driver’s license or
nonoperator’s identification
card by underage person
to obtain tobacco, tobacco
products, alternative nicotine
products, vapor products, or
cigarettes.

Perjury.

Operating without valid driver’s
license or when disqualified —
penalties.

321.218A  Civil penalty — disposition —

reinstatement. Repealed by
2020 Acts, ch 1074, §54, 93.

321.216A

321.216B

321.216C

321.217
321.218

321.219 Permitting unauthorized minor
to drive.

321.220 Permitting unauthorized person
to drive.

321.221 Employing unlicensed chauffeur.

321.222 Renting motor vehicle to another.
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321.223 Driver’s license inspection for
motor vehicle rental.

321.224 Record kept.

321.225 through 321.227 Reserved.

OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC LAWS

321.228 Provisions refer to highways —

exceptions.

321.229 Obedience to peace officers.

321.230 Public officers not exempt.

321.231 Authorized emergency vehicles
and police bicycles.

321.231A  Authorized emergency vehicles
— parades and events.

321.231B  Authorized emergency vehicles
— immunity from liability.

321.231C  Fire fighters and emergency
medical services members
responding to emergency
situations.

321.232 Speed detection jamming devices
— penalty.

321.233 Road workers exempted.

321.234 Bicycles, animals, or
animal-drawn vehicles.

321.234A  All-terrain vehicles — highway
use.

321.235 Provisions uniform.

321.235A  Electric personal assistive
mobility devices.

321.235B  Low-speed electric bicycles —
labels — operation.

POWERS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

321.236 Powers of local authorities.

321.237 Signs — requirement — notice.

321.238 Use of electronic devices while
driving — preemption of local
legislation.

321.239 Counties may restrict parking of
vehicles.

321.240 Altering center of gravity of
vehicle. Repealed by 96 Acts,
ch 1152, §26.

321.241 Regulation of taxicabs by local
authorities — limits.

321.242 through 321.246 Reserved.

321.247 Golf cart operation on city streets.

321.248 Parks and cemeteries.

321.249 School zones.

321.250 Equitable reprisal.

321.251 Rights of owners of real property

— manufactured home
communities or mobile home
parks.

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND MARKINGS

321.252 Department to adopt sign
manual.

321.253 Department to erect signs.

321.253A

321.253B
321.254
321.255
321.256

321.257
321.258

321.259

321.260

321.261
321.262

321.263

321.264
321.265
321.266
321.267
321.267A

321.268
321.269
321.270
321.271

321.272
321.273
321.274
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Directional signs relating to
historic sites on land owned or
managed by state agencies.

Metric signs restricted.

Local authorities restricted.

Local traffic-control devices.

Obedience to official
traffic-control devices.

Official traffic-control signal.

Arrangement of lights on official
traffic-control signals.

Unauthorized signs, signals, or
markings.

Interference with devices,
signs, or signals — unlawful
possession — traffic signal
preemption devices.

ACCIDENTS

Death or personal injuries.

Leaving scene of traffic accident
prohibited — vehicle damage
only — removal of vehicles.

Information and aid — leaving
scene of personal injury
accident.

Striking unattended vehicle.

Striking fixtures upon a highway.

Reporting accidents.

Supplemental reports.

Traffic accidents involving
certified law enforcement
officers or other emergency
responders — reports.

Driver unable to report.

Accident report forms.

Reserved.

Reports confidential — without
prejudice — exceptions.

Tabulation of reports.

City may require reports.

Accidents in cities over 15,000.
Repealed by 98 Acts, ch 1178,
§16.

OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORIZED

321.275

321.276

321.277
321.277A
321.278
321.279

321.280
321.281

BICYCLES

Operation of motorcycles and
motorized bicycles.

CRIMINAL OFFENSES

Use of electronic communication
device while driving.

Reckless driving.

Careless driving.

Drag racing prohibited.

Eluding or attempting to elude
pursuing law enforcement
vehicle.

Assaults and homicide.

Actions against bicyclists.
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321.282
321.284

321.284A

321.285
321.286
321.288

321.289
321.290
321.291
321.292
321.293
321.294
321.295

321.296

and 321.283 Reserved.

Open containers in motor
vehicles — drivers.

Open containers in motor
vehicles — passengers.

SPEED RESTRICTIONS

Speed restrictions.

and 321.287 Reserved.

Control of vehicle — reduced
speed.

Speed signs — duty to install.

Special restrictions.

Information or notice.

Civil action unaffected.

Local authorities may alter limits.

Minimum speed regulation.

Limitation on bridge or elevated
structures.

Reserved.

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY — OVERTAKING

321.297

321.298
321.299
321.300
321.302
321.303

321.304
321.305

321.306
321.307
321.308

321.309
321.310

AND PASSING — TOWING

Driving on right-hand side of
roadway — exceptions.

Meeting and turning to right.

Overtaking a vehicle.

and 321.301 Reserved.

Overtaking and passing.

Limitations on overtaking on the
left.

Prohibited passing.

One-way roadways and rotary
traffic islands.

Roadways laned for traffic.

Following too closely.

Motor trucks and towed vehicles
— distance requirements.
Repealed by 2019 Acts, ch 79,
§4.

Towing.

Towing four-wheeled trailers.

TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS ON STOPPING

321.311
321.312

321.313
321.314
321.315
321.316
321.317

321.318

321.319

AND TURNING

Turning at intersections.

Turning on curve or crest of
grade.

Starting parked vehicle.

When signal required.

Signal continuous.

Stopping.

Signals by hand and arm or signal
device.

Method of giving hand and arm
signals.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

Entering intersections from
different highways.

321.320
321.321
321.322
321.323
321.323A
321.324

321.324A
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Left turns — yielding.

Entering through highways.

Vehicles entering stop or yield
intersection.

Moving vehicle backward on
highway.

Approaching certain stationary
vehicles.

Operation on approach of
emergency vehicles.

Funeral processions.

PEDESTRIANS’ RIGHTS AND DUTIES

321.325
321.326
321.327
321.328
321.329

321.330
321.331
321.332

321.333
321.334
321.335
321.340

321.341

321.342

321.343
321.343A
321.344
321.344A

321.344B

321.345
321.346
321.347
321.348
321.349
321.350

321.351
321.352
321.353

Pedestrians subject to signals.

Pedestrians on left.

Pedestrians’ right-of-way.

Crossing at other than crosswalk.

Duty of driver — pedestrians
crossing or working on
highways.

Use of crosswalks.

Pedestrians soliciting rides.

White canes restricted to blind
persons.

Duty of drivers.

Penalties.

through 321.339 Reserved.

Driving through safety zone.

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

Obedience to signal indicating
approach of railroad train or
railroad track equipment.

Stop at certain railroad crossings
— posting warning.

Certain vehicles must stop.

Employer violations — penalty.

Heavy equipment at crossing.

Reported violations for failure to
stop at a railroad crossing —
citations.

Immediate safety threat —
penalty.

Stop or yield at highways.

Cost of signs.

Exceptions.

Limitations on cities.

Exceptions.

Primary roads as through
highways.

Reserved.

Additional signs — cost.

Stop before crossing sidewalk —
right-of-way.

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING

321.354
321.355
321.356
321.357
321.358
321.359

Stopping on traveled way.
Disabled vehicle.

Officers authorized to remove.
Removed from bridge.
Stopping, standing, or parking.
Moving other vehicle.



IV-165

321.360
321.361

321.362
321.363
321.364

321.365
321.366

321.366A
321.367
321.368
321.369

321.370
321.371

321.372

321.372A

321.373
321.374
321.375
321.376
321.377
321.378

321.379
321.380

321.381

321.381A
321.382
321.383

321.384
321.385
321.385A

321.386

321.387
321.388
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Theaters, hotels, and
auditoriums.
Additional parking regulations.

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

Unattended motor vehicle.
Obstruction to driver’s view.
Preventing contamination of food

by hazardous material.
Coasting prohibited.

Acts prohibited on fully
controlled-access facilities.
Immunity from civil liability for
certain vehicle operators.

Following fire apparatus.
Crossing fire hose.

Putting debris on highway.
Removing injurious material.
Clearing up wrecks.

SCHOOL BUSES

Discharging pupils — stopping
requirements — penalties.

Prompt investigation of reported
violation of failing to obey
school bus warning devices
— citation issued to driver or
owner.

Required construction — rules
adopted.

Inspection — seal of approval.

School bus drivers —
qualifications — grounds
for suspension.

License — authorization —
instruction requirement.

Regional transit system
transportation.

Applicability.

Violations.

Enforcement.

SAFETY STANDARDS

Movement of unsafe or
improperly equipped vehicles.

Operation of low-speed vehicles.

Upgrade pulls — minimum speed.

Exceptions — slow vehicles
identified.

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

When lighted lamps required.

Headlamps on motor vehicles.

Citation for unlighted headlamp,
rear lamp, or rear registration
plate light.

Headlamps on motorcycles,
motorized bicycles, and
all-terrain vehicles.

Rear lamps.

Iluminating plates.

321.389 Reflector required.

321.390 Reflector requirements.

321.391 Approval of reflectors. Repealed
by 97 Acts, ch 108, §49.

321.392 Clearance and identification
lights.

321.393 Color and mounting.

321.394 Lamp or flag on projecting load.

321.395 Lamps on parked vehicles.

321.396 Exception.

321.397 Lamps on bicycles.

321.398 Lamps on other vehicles and
equipment.

321.399 through 321.401 Reserved.

321.402 Spot lamps.

321.403 Auxiliary driving lamps.

321.404 Signal lamps and signal devices.

321.404A  Light-restricting devices
prohibited.

321.405 Self-illumination.

321.406 Cowl lamps. Repealed by 2010
Acts, ch 1045, §1.

321.407 Reserved.

321.408 Back-up lamps.

321.409 Mandatory lighting equipment.

321.410 through 321.414 Reserved.

321.415 Required usage of lighting
devices.

321.416 Reserved.

321.417 Single-beam road-lighting
equipment.

321.418 Alternate road-lighting
equipment.

321.419 Number of driving lamps required
or permitted.

321.420 Number of lamps lighted.

321.421 Special restrictions on lamps.

321.422 Red light in front — rear lights.

321.423 Flashing lights.

321.424 Authorized emergency vehicle
lights.

321.425 through 321.429 Reserved.

BRAKES, HITCHES, AND SWAY CONTROL

321.430 Brake, hitch, and control
requirements.
321.431 Performance ability.

MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT AND DRIVER SAFETY

PROVISIONS
321.432 Horns and warning devices.
321.433 Sirens, whistles, air horns, and

bells prohibited.
321.434 Bicycle sirens or whistles.
321.435 Motorcycles equipped with
detachable stabilizing wheels.
321.436 Mufflers, prevention of noise.
321.437 Mirrors.
321.438 Windshields and windows.
321.439 Windshield wipers.

321.440 Restrictions as to tire equipment.
321.441 Metal tires prohibited.
321.442 Projections on wheels.

321.443 Exceptions.
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321.444
321.445

321.446
321.447
321.449
321.449A
321.449B

321.450
321.451

321.452
321.453
321.454
321.455

321.456
321.457
321.458
321.459
321.460
321.461
321.462
321.463

321.464
321.465

321.466

321.467
321.468
321.471
321.472
321.473

321.474
321.475
321.476
321.477
321.478
321.479
321.480

321.481

321.482

321.482A

321.483
321.484
321.485

Safety glass.

Safety belts and safety harnesses
— use required.

Child restraint devices.

and 321.448 Reserved.

Motor carrier safety rules.

Rail crew transport drivers.

Texting or using a mobile
telephone while operating a
commercial motor vehicle.

Hazardous materials
transportation regulations.

Emergency vehicles — certificate
of designation.

SIZE, WEIGHT, AND LOAD

Scope and effect.

Exceptions.

Width of vehicles.

Projecting loads on passenger
vehicles.

Height of vehicles.

Maximum length.

Loading beyond front.

Dual axle requirement.

Spilling loads on highways.

Trailers and towed vehicles.

Drawbars and safety chains.

Maximum gross weight —
exceptions — penalties.

Investigation as to safety.

Weighing vehicles and removal
of excess.

Increased loading capacity —
reregistration.

Retractable axles.

through 321.470 Reserved.

Local authorities may restrict.

Signs posted.

Limitations on trucks by local
authorities.

Department may restrict.

Liability for damage — rules.

Stopping, weighing, and
inspecting vehicles by state
patrol.

Employees as peace officers —
maximum age.

Bond.

Badge of authority.

Limitation on expense. Repealed
by 2023 Acts, ch 85, §24.

No impairment of other authority.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

Violations — simple
misdemeanors unless
otherwise provided.

Violations resulting in injury or
death — additional penalties.

Felony penalty — class “D” felony.

Offenses by owners.

Notice to appear — promise to
appear.

321.486
321.487
321.488
321.489

321.490
321.491

321.492
321.492A
321.492B

321.493
321.494
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Authorized bond forms.

Violation of promise to appear.

Procedure not exclusive.

Record inadmissible in a civil
action.

Conviction not to affect
credibility.

Convictions and
recommendations for
suspension to be reported.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Peace officers’ authority.

Quotas on citations prohibited.

Use of unmanned aerial vehicle
for traffic law enforcement
prohibited.

CIVIL LIABILITY

Liability for damages.
through 321.497 Reserved.

ACTIONS AGAINST NONRESIDENTS

321.498
321.499

321.500
321.501
321.502

321.503
321.504
321.505
321.506
321.507
321.508
321.509
321.510
321.511
321.512
321.513

321.514
321.515
321.516
321.517
321.518

321.519
321.520

321.555
321.556

321.557

Legal effect of use and operation.

“Person” defined. Repealed by
2013 Acts, ch 90, §216.

Original notice — form.

Manner of service.

Notification to nonresident —
form.

Reserved.

Optional notification.

Proof of service.

Actual service within this state.

Venue of actions.

Continuances.

Duty of director.

Expenses and attorney fees.

Dismissal — effect.

Action against insurance.

Nonresident traffic violator
compact.

AUTOMATED DRIVING SYSTEMS

Definitions.

Operation.

Insurance.

Accidents.

On-demand driverless-capable
vehicle network.

Authority.

through 321.554 Reserved.

HABITUAL OFFENDER

Habitual offender defined.

Notice and hearing — findings
and order.

through 321.559 Repealed by 95
Acts, ch 143, §13.
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321.560 Period of revocation — temporary 321.561 Punishment for violation.
restricted licenses. 321.562 Rule of construction.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

321.1 Definitions of words and phrases.

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall, for the purpose of this
chapter, have the meanings respectively ascribed to them.

1. “Agricultural hazardous material” means a hazardous material, other than hazardous
waste, whose end use directly supports the production of an agricultural commodity,
including, but not limited to, a fertilizer, pesticide, soil conditioner, or fuel. “Agricultural
hazardous material” is limited to material in class 3, 8, or 9, division 2.1, 2.2, 5.1, or 6.1, or
an ORM-D material as defined in 49 C.ER. §171.8.

1A. “Air bag” means a motor vehicle inflatable occupant restraint system that operates in
the event of a crash and is designed in accordance with federal motor vehicle safety standards
for the specific make, model, and year of the motor vehicle in which it is or will be installed.
“Air bag” includes all component parts to a motor vehicle inflatable occupant restraint system,
including but not limited to the cover, sensors, controllers, inflators, wiring, and seat belt
systems.

1B. “Alcohol concentration” means the number of grams of alcohol per any of the
following:

a. One hundred milliliters of blood.

b. Two hundred ten liters of breath.

c. Sixty-seven milliliters of urine.

2. “Alcoholic beverage” includes alcohol, wine, spirits, beer, or any other beverage which
contains ethyl alcohol and is fit for human consumption.

3. “Alley” means a thoroughfare laid out, established, and platted as such, by constituted
authority.

4. “All-terrain vehicle” means a motor vehicle designed to travel on three or more wheels
and designed primarily for off-road recreational use. “All-terrain vehicle” includes off-road
utility vehicles, but does not include farm tractors or equipment, construction equipment,
forestry vehicles, or lawn and grounds maintenance vehicles.

5. “Ambulance” means a motor vehicle which is equipped with life support systems and
used to transport sick and injured persons who require emergency medical care to medical
facilities.

6. “Authorized emergency vehicle” means vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles,
ambulances, and emergency vehicles owned by the United States, this state, any subdivision
of this state, or any municipality of this state, and privately owned vehicles as are designated
or authorized by the director of transportation under section 321.451.

6A. “Autocycle” means a three-wheeled motor vehicle originally designed with two front
wheels and one rear wheel, a steering wheel rather than handlebars, no more than two
permanent seats that do not require the operator or a passenger to straddle or sit astride the
vehicle, and foot pedals that control the brakes, acceleration, and clutch, where applicable.
A motor vehicle meeting the definition of “autocycle” is an autocycle even if the vehicle
bears a vehicle identification number, or is accompanied by a manufacturer’s certificate of
origin, that identifies the vehicle as a motorcycle.

6B. “Bona fide business address” means the current street or highway address of a firm,
association, or corporation.

6C. “Bona fide residence” or “bona fide address” means the current street or highway
address of an individual’s residence. The bona fide residence of a person with more than one
dwelling is the dwelling for which the person claims a homestead tax credit under chapter 425,
if applicable. The bona fide residence of a homeless person is a primary nighttime residence
meeting one of the criteria listed in section 48A.2, subsection 3.

7. “Business district” means the territory contiguous to and including a highway when
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fifty percent or more of the frontage thereon for a distance of three hundred feet or more is
occupied by buildings in use for business.

7A. “Business-trade truck” means a model year 2010 or newer motor truck with an
unladen weight of ten thousand pounds or less which is owned by a corporation, limited
liability company, or partnership or by a person who files a schedule C or schedule F form
with the federal internal revenue service and which is eligible for depreciation under §167
of the Internal Revenue Code. If the motor truck is a leased vehicle, the motor truck is
a business-trade truck only if the lessee is a corporation, limited liability company, or
partnership and the truck is used primarily for purposes of the business operations of the
corporation, limited liability company, or partnership or the lessee is a person who files a
schedule C or schedule F form with the federal internal revenue service and the truck is used
primarily for purposes of the person’s own business or farming operation.

8. “Chauffeur” means a person who operates a motor vehicle, including a school bus, in
the transportation of persons for wages, compensation, or hire.

a. A person is not a chauffeur when the operation of the motor vehicle, other than a
truck tractor, by the owner or operator is occasional and merely incidental to the owner’s
or operator’s principal business.

b. A fire fighter is not a chauffeur when operating a fire apparatus.

c. An ambulance or rescue squad attendant is not a chauffeur when operating an
ambulance or rescue squad apparatus.

d. If authorized to transport inmates, probationers, parolees, or work releasees by the
director of the Iowa department of corrections or the director’s designee, an employee of
the Iowa department of corrections or a district department of correctional services is not a
chauffeur when transporting the inmates, probationers, parolees, or work releasees.

e. A farmer or the farmer’s hired help is not a chauffeur when operating a truck, other
than a truck tractor, owned by the farmer and used exclusively in connection with the
transportation of the farmer’s own products or property.

f. A farmer or the farmer’s hired help, who is eighteen years of age or older, is not
a chauffeur when operating a special truck owned by the farmer and used exclusively
to transport the farmer’s own products or property to a destination no more than one
hundred miles from farmland owned or rented by the farmer as measured by calculating the
straight-line distance between the farmland and the destination.

g. If authorized to transport patients or clients by the director of health and human
services or the director’s designee, an employee of the department of health and human
services is not a chauffeur when transporting the patients or clients in an automobile.

h. A person is not a chauffeur when the operation is by a home care aide in the course of
the home care aide’s duties.

i. If authorized to transport students or clients by the superintendent of the Iowa school
for the deaf, or the superintendent’s respective designee, an employee of the Iowa school for
the deaf is not a chauffeur when transporting the students or clients.

j. If authorized to transport patients or residents of the Iowa veterans home by the
commandant or the commandant’s designee, an employee of or volunteer at the Iowa
veterans home is not a chauffeur when transporting the patients or residents in an
automobile in the course of the employee’s or volunteer’s normal duties.

k. A person operating a motorsports recreational vehicle is not a chauffeur.

. A transportation network company driver, as defined in section 321N.1, is not a
chauffeur.

m. A person operating a taxicab having a seating capacity of less than seven passengers
and not operating on a regular route or between specified points is not a chauffeur.

9. “Combination” or “combination of vehicles” shall be construed to mean a group
consisting of two or more motor vehicles, or a group consisting of a motor vehicle and one
or more trailers, semitrailers or vehicles, which are coupled or fastened together for the
purpose of being moved on the highways as a unit.

10. a. “Combined gross weight” means the gross weight of a combination of vehicles.

b. “Gross combination weight rating” means the combined gross vehicle weight ratings
for each vehicle in a combination of vehicles. In the absence of a weight specified by the
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manufacturer for a towed vehicle, the gross vehicle weight rating of the towed vehicle is its
gross weight.

11. For purposes of administering and enforcing the commercial driver’s license
provisions:

a. “Commercial driver” means the operator of a commercial motor vehicle.

b. “Commercial driver’s license” means commercial driver’s license as defined in 49 C.FR.
§383.5.

c. “Commercial driver’s license information system” means the national information
system established to serve as a clearinghouse for locating information related to the
licensing and identification of commercial motor vehicle drivers.

d. “Commercial learner’s permit” means commercial learner’s permit as defined in 49
C.ER. §383.5.

e. “Commercial motor carrier” means a person responsible for the safe operation of a
commercial motor vehicle.

f. “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle or combination of vehicles used to
transport passengers or property if any of the following apply:

(1) The combination of vehicles has a gross combination weight rating or combined gross
weight, whichever is greater, of twenty-six thousand one or more pounds, including a towed
vehicle or vehicles having a gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight, whichever is greater,
of ten thousand one or more pounds.

(2) The motor vehicle has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight, whichever is
greater, of twenty-six thousand one or more pounds.

(3) The motor vehicle is designed to transport sixteen or more persons, including
the operator, or is of a size and design to transport sixteen or more persons, including
the operator, but is redesigned or modified to transport less than sixteen persons with
disabilities.

(4) The motor vehicle is used in the transportation of hazardous material of a type or
quantity requiring vehicle placarding.

g. “Employer” means any person, including the United States, a state, the District of
Columbia, or a political subdivision of a state, who owns or leases a commercial motor
vehicle or assigns an employee to operate such a vehicle.

h. “Foreign jurisdiction” means a jurisdiction outside the fifty United States and the District
of Columbia.

i. “Nonresident commercial driver’s license” means a commercial driver’s license issued
to a person domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction meeting the requirements of 49 C.ER.
§383.23(b) (1), or to a person domiciled in another state meeting the requirements of 49
C.FR. §383.23(b) (2).

j. “Nonresident commercial learner’s permit” means a commercial learner’s permit
issued to a person domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction meeting the requirements of 49 C.FR.
§383.23(b) (1), or to a person domiciled in another state meeting the requirements of 49
C.ER. §383.23(b) (2).

k. “Tank vehicle” means a commercial motor vehicle that is designed to transport any
liquid or gaseous materials within a tank or tanks having an individual rated capacity of
more than one hundred nineteen gallons and an aggregate rated capacity of one thousand
gallons or more that is either permanently or temporarily attached to the vehicle or chassis.
A commercial motor vehicle transporting an empty storage container tank not designed for
transportation with a rated capacity of one thousand gallons or more that is temporarily
attached to a flatbed trailer is not considered a tank vehicle.

12. “Commercial vehicle” means a vehicle or combination of vehicles designed principally
to transport passengers or property of any kind if any of the following apply:

a. Thevehicle or any combination of vehicles has a gross weight or combined gross weight
of ten thousand one or more pounds.

b. The vehicle or any combination of vehicles has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross
combination weight rating of ten thousand one or more pounds.

c. The vehicle is designed to transport sixteen or more persons, including the driver.
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d. The vehicle is used in the transportation of hazardous material of a type or quantity
requiring vehicle placarding.

12A. “Completed motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle which does not require any
additional manufacturing operations to perform its intended function except the addition
of readily attachable equipment, components, or minor finishing operations. “Completed
motor vehicle” also includes a glider Kit vehicle.

13. “Component part” means any part of a vehicle, other than a tire, having a component
part number.

14. “Component part number” means the vehicle identification derivative consisting of
numerical and alphabetical designations affixed to a component part by the manufacturer
or the department or affixed by, or caused to be affixed by, the owner pursuant to rules
promulgated by the department as a means of identifying the component part.

15. “Conviction” means a final conviction, including but not limited to a plea of guilty or
nolo contendere accepted by the court; a final administrative ruling or determination; or an
unvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure a person’s appearance in court.

15A. “Crane” means a machine for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means
of a projecting swinging arm.

16. “Crosswalk” means that portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the
prolongation or connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at intersections, or any portion
of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the
surface.

17. “Dealer” means every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging
vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder and who has an established place
of business for such purpose in this state. “Dealer” includes those persons required to be
licensed as dealers under chapters 322 and 322C.

18. “Demolisher” means any agency or person whose business is to convert a vehicle to
junk, processed scrap, or scrap metal, or otherwise to wreck or dismantle vehicles.

19. “Department” means the state department of transportation. “Commission” means the
state transportation commission.

20. “Director” means the director of transportation or the director’s designee.

20A. “Driver’s license” means any license or permit issued to a person to operate a motor
vehicle on the highways of this state, including but not limited to a temporary restricted
or temporary license and an instruction, chauffeur’s instruction, commercial learner’s, or
temporary permit. For purposes of license suspension, revocation, bar, disqualification,
cancellation, or denial under this chapter and chapters 321A, 321C, and 321J, “driver’s
license” includes any privilege to operate a motor vehicle.

20B. “Electric personal assistive mobility device” means a self-balancing, nontandem
two-wheeled device powered by an electric propulsion system that averages seven hundred
fifty watts and is designed to transport one person, with a maximum speed on a paved level
surface of less than twenty miles per hour. The maximum speed shall be calculated based
on operation of the device by a person who weighs one hundred seventy pounds when the
device is powered solely by the electric propulsion system. For purposes of this chapter,
“electric personal assistive mobility device” does not include an assistive device as defined in
section 216E.1.

21. “Endorsement” means an authorization to a person’s driver’s license required to
permit the person to operate certain types of motor vehicles or to transport certain types or
quantities of hazardous materials.

22. “Essential parts” mean all integral and body parts of a vehicle of a type required to
be registered hereunder, the removal, alteration, or substitution of which would tend to
conceal the identity of the vehicle or substantially alter its appearance, model, type, or mode
of operation.

23. “Established place of business” means the place actually occupied either continuously
or at regular periods by a dealer or manufacturer where the dealer’s or manufacturer’s
books and records are kept and a large share of the dealer’s or manufacturer’s business
is transacted. If a dealer has designated one established place of business for purposes of
keeping all the dealer’s books and records pursuant to section 321.63, “established place of
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business” also includes any place actually occupied either continuously or at regular periods
by the dealer where a large share of the dealer’s business is transacted but not where the
dealer’s books and records are kept.

24. “Farm tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other implements of husbandry.

24A. “Fence-line feeder” means a vehicle used exclusively for the mixing and dispensing
of nutrients to bovine animals at a feedlot.

24B. “Financial liability coverage” means any of the following:

a. An owner’s policy of liability insurance which is issued by an insurance carrier
authorized to do business in Iowa to or for the benefit of the person named in the policy
as insured, and insuring the person named as insured and any person using an insured
motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the named insured against loss
from liability imposed by law for damages arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use
of an insured motor vehicle within the United States of America or Canada, but subject to
minimum limits, exclusive of interest and costs, in the amounts specified in section 321A.21
or specified in another provision of the Code, whichever is greater.

b. A bond filed with the department pursuant to section 321A.24.

c. A certificate of deposit filed with the department as provided in section 321A.25.

d. A valid certificate of self-insurance issued by the department pursuant to section
321A.34.

25. “Fire vehicle” means a motor vehicle which is equipped with pumps, tanks, hoses,
nozzles, ladders, generators, or other fire apparatus used to transport fire personnel, fight
fires, and respond to emergencies.

26. “Foreign vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be registered under this
chapter brought into this state from another state, territory, or country other than in the
ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer or dealer and not registered in
this state.

27. The linear measure of the plot of ground upon which the building is located abutting
upon the highway shall be deemed “frontage occupied by the building”, and the phrase
“frontage on such highway for a distance of three hundred feet or more” shall mean the total
frontage on both sides of the highway for such distance.

28. “Garage” means every place of business where motor vehicles are received for
housing, storage, or repair for compensation.

28A. “Glider kit vehicle” means a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in subsection 11,
that is a combination of a new cab and a new frame with an engine, transmission, and drive
axle that are not new such that the resulting vehicle is not a newly manufactured vehicle
pursuant to 49 C.ER. §571.7(e).

28B. “Grain cart” means a vehicle with a nonsteerable single or tandem axle designed to
move grain.

29. a. “Gross weight” means the empty weight of a vehicle plus the maximum load to be
carried by the vehicle. The maximum load to be carried by a passenger-carrying vehicle shall
be determined by multiplying one hundred fifty pounds by the number of passenger seats
carried by such vehicle.

b. “Unladen weight” means the weight of a vehicle or vehicle combination without load.

c. “Gross vehicle weight rating” means the weight specified by the manufacturer as the
loaded weight of a single vehicle.

30. “Guaranteed arrest bond certificate” means any printed, unexpired certificate issued
by an automobile club or association to any of its members, or any printed, unexpired
certificate issued by an insurance company authorized to write automobile liability insurance
within this state, which certificate is signed by such member or insured and contains a
printed statement that such automobile club, association, or insurance company and a
surety company which is doing business in this state under the provisions of section 515.48,
subsection 2, guarantee the appearance of the person whose signature appears on the
certificate and that they will, in the event of failure of such person to appear in court at the
time of trial, pay any fine or forfeiture imposed on such person in an amount not to exceed
one thousand dollars. If such insurance company is itself qualified under the provisions of
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section 515.48, subsection 2, the insurance company may be its own surety. Bail in this form
shall be subject to the forfeiture and enforcement provisions with respect to bail bonds in
criminal cases as provided by law.

31. “Hazardous material” means a substance or material which has been determined
by the United States secretary of transportation to be capable of posing an unreasonable
risk to health, safety, and property when transported in commerce, and which has been so
designated.

32. “Implement of husbandry” means a vehicle or special mobile equipment
manufactured, designed, or reconstructed for agricultural purposes and, except for
incidental uses, exclusively used in the conduct of agricultural operations. “Implements of
husbandry” includes all-terrain vehicles operated in compliance with section 321.234A,
subsection 1, paragraph “a”, fence-line feeders, and vehicles used exclusively for the
application of organic or inorganic plant food materials, organic agricultural limestone,
or agricultural chemicals. To be considered an implement of husbandry, a self-propelled
implement of husbandry must be operated at speeds of thirty-five miles per hour or less.
“Reconstructed” as used in this subsection means materially altered from the original
construction by the removal, addition, or substitution of essential parts, new or used.

A vehicle covered under this subsection, if it otherwise qualifies, may be operated as special
mobile equipment and under such circumstances this subsection shall not be applicable to
such vehicle, and such vehicle shall not be required to comply with sections 321.384 through
321.423, when such vehicle is moved during daylight hours; however, the provisions of section
321.383 shall remain applicable to such vehicle.

33. “Intersection” means the area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the
lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two highways
which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles
traveling upon different highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict.

34. “Laned highway” means a highway the roadway of which is divided into three or more
clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.

35. “Light delivery truck”, “panel delivery truck”, or “pickup” means any motor vehicle
designed to carry merchandise or freight of any kind, not to exceed two thousand pounds.

36. “Local authorities” means every county, municipal, and other local board or body
having authority to adopt local police regulations under the Constitution and laws of this
state.

36A. “Low-speed electric bicycle” means a device having a saddle or seat for the use of a
rider, two or three wheels equipped with fully operable pedals, and an electric motor of less
than seven hundred fifty watts that meets the requirements of one of the following classes:

a. “Class 1 low-speed electric bicycle” means a low-speed electric bicycle equipped with a
motor that may be used to provide assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases
to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty miles per hour or more.

b. “Class 2 low-speed electric bicycle” means a low-speed electric bicycle equipped with a
motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle and that is not capable of providing
assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty miles per hour or more.

c. “Class 3 low-speed electric bicycle” means a low-speed electric bicycle equipped with a
motor that may be used to provide assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases
to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty-eight miles per hour or
more.

36B. “Low-speed vehicle” means a motor vehicle manufactured in compliance with the
national highway and traffic safety administration standards for low-speed vehicles in 49
C.ER. §571.500. A low-speed vehicle which is in compliance with the equipment requirements
in 49 C.FR. §571.500 shall be deemed to be in compliance with all equipment requirements
of this chapter.

36C. “Manufactured home” is a factory-built structure constructed under authority of
42 U.S.C. §5403, which is required by federal law to display a seal from the United States
department of housing and urban development, and was constructed on or after June 15,
1976.

36D. a. “Manufactured or mobile home” means any vehicle without motive power used or
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so manufactured or constructed as to permit its being used as a conveyance upon the public
streets and highways and so designed, constructed, or reconstructed as will permit the vehicle
to be used as a place for human habitation by one or more persons.

b. “Travel trailer” means a vehicle without motive power used, manufactured, or
constructed to permit its use as a conveyance upon the public streets and highways and
designed to permit its use as a place of human habitation by one or more persons. The
vehicle may be up to eight feet six inches in width and its overall length shall not exceed
forty-five feet. The vehicle shall be customarily or ordinarily used for vacation or recreational
purposes and not used as a place of permanent habitation. If the vehicle is used in this
state as a place of human habitation for more than one hundred eighty consecutive days
in one location it shall be classed as a manufactured or mobile home regardless of the size
limitations provided in this paragraph.

c. “Fifth-wheel travel trailer” means a type of travel trailer which is towed by a pickup by
a connecting device known as a fifth wheel. However, this type of travel trailer may have an
overall length which shall not exceed forty-five feet.

d. “Motor home” means a motor vehicle designed as an integral unit to be used as a
conveyance upon the public streets and highways and for use as a temporary or recreational
dwelling and having at least four, two of which shall be systems specified in subparagraphs
(1), 4), or (5) of this paragraph, of the following permanently installed systems which meet
American national standards institute and national fire protection association standards in
effect on the date of manufacture:

(1) Cooking facilities.

(2) Ice box or mechanical refrigerator.

(3) Potable water supply including plumbing and a sink with faucet either self-contained
or with connections for an external source, or both.

(4) Self-contained toilet or a toilet connected to a plumbing system with connection for
external water disposal, or both.

(5) Heating or air conditioning system or both, separate from the vehicle engine or the
vehicle engine electrical system.

(6) A one hundred ten - one hundred fifteen volt alternating current electrical system
separate from the vehicle engine electrical system either with its own power supply or with
a connection for an external source, or both, or a liquefied petroleum system and supply.

e. “Motorsports recreational vehicle” means a modified motor vehicle used for the purpose
of participating in motorsports competitions and consisting of a conversion unit mounted on
atruck tractor or motor truck chassis such that the motor vehicle can be used as a conveyance
on the highway and as a temporary or recreational dwelling. The motor vehicle must have at
least four of the permanently installed systems listed in paragraph “d”, two of which shall be
systems specified in paragraph “d”, subparagraph (1), (4), or (5).

37. “Manufacturer” means every person engaged in the business of fabricating or
assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered. “Manufacturer” does not include a
person who converts, modifies, or alters a completed motor vehicle manufactured by another
person or a person who assembles a glider kit vehicle. “Manufacturer” includes a person
who uses a completed motor vehicle manufactured by another person to construct a class
“B” motor home as defined in section 321.124. “Manufacturer” also includes a final-stage
manufacturer as defined in section 322.2.

38. “Metaltire” means every tire the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly
or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.

39. Reserved.

40. a. “Motorcycle” means every motor vehicle having a saddle or seat for the use of
the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground
including a motor scooter but excluding a tractor, an autocycle, a low-speed electric bicycle,
and a motorized bicycle.

b. “Motorized bicycle” means a motor vehicle having a saddle or seat for the use of a rider,
designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, and not capable
of operating at a speed in excess of thirty-nine miles per hour on level ground unassisted by
human power, but excluding a low-speed electric bicycle.
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c. “Bicycle” means either of the following:

(1) A device having two or three wheels and having at least one saddle or seat for the use
of a rider which is propelled by human power.

(2) A low-speed electric bicycle.

41. “Motor truck” means every motor vehicle designed primarily for carrying livestock,
merchandise, freight of any kind, or over nine persons as passengers.

42. a. “Motor vehicle” means a vehicle which is self-propelled and not operated upon rails.

b. “Used motor vehicle” or “secondhand motor vehicle” or “used car” means a motor
vehicle of a type subject to registration under the laws of this state which has been sold “at
retail” as defined in chapter 322 and previously registered in this or any other state.

c. “New motor vehicle or new car” means a motor vehicle subject to registration which
has not been sold “at retail” as defined in chapter 322.

d. “Car” or “automobile” means a motor vehicle designed primarily for carrying nine
passengers or less, excluding motorcycles and motorized bicycles.

43. Reserved.

44. “Multipurpose vehicle” means a motor vehicle designed to carry not more than ten
people, and constructed either on a truck chassis or with special features for occasional
off-road operation.

45. “Nonresident” means every person who is not a resident of this state.

46. “Official traffic-control devices” means all signs, signals, markings, and devices not
inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having
jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic.

47. “Official traffic-control signal” means any device, whether manually, electrically or
mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed.

47A. “Off-road utility vehicle” means a motorized flotation-tire vehicle with not less than
four and not more than eight low-pressure tires that is limited in engine displacement to less
than one thousand five hundred cubic centimeters and in total dry weight to not more than
one thousand eight hundred pounds and that has a seat that is of bucket or bench design, not
intended to be straddled by the operator, and a steering wheel or control levers for control.

48. “Operator” or “driver” means every person who is in actual physical control of a motor
vehicle upon a highway.

49. “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, or in the event a vehicle
is the subject of a security agreement with an immediate right of possession vested in the
debtor, then such debtor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this chapter.

50. “Peace officer” means every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make
arrests for violations of traffic regulations in addition to its meaning in section 801.4.

51. “Pedestrian” means any person afoot.

52. “Person” means every natural person, firm, partnership, association, or corporation.
Where the term “person” is used in connection with the registration of a motor vehicle, it
shall include any corporation, association, partnership, company, firm, or other aggregation
of individuals which owns or controls such motor vehicle as actual owner, or for the purpose
of sale or for renting, whether as agent, salesperson, or otherwise.

53. “Pneumatic tire” means every tire in which compressed air is designed to support the
load.

54. “Private road” or “driveway” means every way or place in private ownership and used
for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission from the
owner but not by other persons.

54A. “Product identification number” or the acronym PIN means a group of unique
numerical or alphabetical designations assigned to a complete fence-line feeder, grain cart,
or tank wagon by the manufacturer or by the department and affixed to the vehicle, pursuant
to rules adopted by the department, as a means of identifying the vehicle or the year of
manufacture.

54B. “Proof of financial liability coverage card” means either a liability insurance card
issued under section 321.20B, a bond insurance card issued under section 321A.24, a security
insurance card issued under section 321A.25, or a self-insurance card issued under section
321A.34.
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55. “Railroad” means a carrier of persons or property upon cars operated upon stationary
rails.

56. “Railroad corporation” means any corporation organized under the laws of this state
or any other state for the purpose of operating the railroad within this state.

57. “Railroad sign” or “signal” means any sign, signal, or device erected by authority of a
public body or official or by a railroad and intended to give notice of the presence of railroad
tracks or the approach of a railroad train.

58. “Railroad train” means an engine or locomotive with or without cars coupled thereto,
operated upon rails.

59. “Reconstructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be registered under
this chapter materially altered from its original construction by the removal, addition, or
substitution of essential parts, new or used. “Reconstructed vehicle” does not include a street
rod, replica vehicle, or glider kit vehicle.

59A. “Registration fees”, unless otherwise specified, means both the annual vehicle
registration fee and the fee for new registration, to the extent applicable, for purposes of
administering the provisions of this chapter concerning vehicle registration fees.

60. “Registration year” means the period of twelve consecutive months beginning on the
first day of the month following the month of the birth of the owner of the vehicle for vehicles
registered by the county treasurer, except that “registration year” means the calendar year
for motor trucks and truck tractors which are registered by the county treasurer in two
equal semiannual installments pursuant to sections 321.120, 321.121, and 321.122, and
“registration year” means the period of twelve consecutive months, as determined by the
owner, for motor trucks and truck tractors that are registered by the county treasurer on
an annual basis pursuant to sections 321.120, 321.121, and 321.122. For leased vehicles
registered by the county treasurer, except for motor trucks and truck tractors registered
pursuant to sections 321.120, 321.121, and 321.122, “registration year” means the period
of twelve consecutive months beginning on the first day of the month following the month
in which the lease expires. For vehicles registered under chapter 326, “registration year”
means the twelve-month period determined by the department pursuant to section 326.14.

61. “Replica vehicle” means any completed motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or
motorized bicycle with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than ten thousand pounds
consisting of a body, frame, and other essential parts, assembled as a reproduction of a
vehicle originally manufactured by a generally recognized manufacturer of motor vehicles
with the substitution or addition of essential parts to update the vehicle for purposes of
safety, performance, or reliability. For purposes of vehicle registration, the model year of a
replica vehicle shall be the same as the model year of the motor vehicle that it is designed
to resemble.

62. “Rescue vehicle” means a motor vehicle which is equipped with rescue, fire, life
support, hazardous material, or emergency management equipment used to assist and
rescue persons in emergencies or support emergency personnel in the performance of their
duties.

63. “Residence district” means the territory within a city contiguous to and including a
highway, not comprising a business, suburban, or school district, where forty percent or more
of the frontage on such highway for a distance of three hundred feet or more is occupied by
dwellings or by dwellings and buildings in use for business.

63A. “Retractable axle” means an axle designed with the capability of manipulation or
adjustment of the weight on the axle.

64. “Right-of-way” means the privilege of the immediate use of the highway.

64A. “Road tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used for drawing other
vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon either independently or any
part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn.

65. “Roadway” means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used
for vehicular travel.

66. “Road work zone” means the portion of a highway which is identified by posted or
moving signs as the site of construction, maintenance, survey, or utility work. The zone starts
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upon meeting the first sign identifying the zone and continues until a posted or moving sign
indicates that the work zone has ended.

67. “Ruralresidence district” means an unincorporated area established by a county board
of supervisors which is contiguous to and including a secondary highway, not comprising a
business district, where forty percent or more of the frontage of the highway for a distance
of three hundred feet or more is occupied by dwellings or by dwellings and buildings in use
for business. For purposes of this subsection, farm houses and farm buildings are not to be
considered.

68. “Safety zone” means the area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the
exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or so marked or indicated by adequate
signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.

68A. “Salvage pool” means the business of selling at auction wrecked or salvage vehicles,
as defined in section 321.52.

69. “School bus” means every vehicle operated for the transportation of children to or
from school, except vehicles which are:

a. Privately owned and not operated for compensation;

b. Used exclusively in the transportation of the children in the immediate family of the
driver;

c. Operated by a municipally or privately owned urban transit company or a regional
transit system as defined in section 324A.1 for the transportation of children as part of or
in addition to their regularly scheduled service; or

d. New or used motor vehicles designed to carry not more than ten persons as passengers,
including the driver, or used passenger vans designed to carry not more than twelve persons
as passengers, including the driver, either school owned or privately owned, which are used
to transport pupils to activity events in which the pupils are participants or used to transport
pupils to their homes in case of illness or other emergency situations. The vehicles operated
under the provisions of this paragraph shall be operated by employees of the school district
who are specifically approved by the local superintendent of schools for the assignment.

70. “School district” means the territory contiguous to and including a highway for a
distance of two hundred feet in either direction from a schoolhouse in a city.

71. “Semitrailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying persons
or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its
weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle.

Wherever the word “trailer” is used in this chapter, same shall be construed to also include
“semitrailer”.

A “semitrailer” shall be considered in this chapter separately from its power unit.

72. “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines
of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.

73. “Solid rubber tire” means every tire of rubber or other resilient material which does
not depend upon compressed air for the support of the load.

74. “Special mobile equipment” means every vehicle not designed or used primarily
for the transportation of persons or property and incidentally operated or moved over
the highways, including road construction or maintenance machinery and ditch-digging
apparatus. This description does not exclude other vehicles which are within the general
terms of this subsection.

75. “Special truck” means a motor truck or truck tractor not used for hire with a gross
weight registration of six through thirty-nine tons used by a person engaged in farming to
transport commodities produced only by the owner, or to transport commodities purchased
by the owner for use in the owner’s own farming operation or occasional use for charitable
purposes. “Special truck” also means a motor truck or truck tractor not used for hire with a
gross weight registration of six through thirty-nine tons used by a person engaged in farming
who assists another person engaged in farming through an exchange of services. A “special
truck” does not include a truck tractor operated more than fifteen thousand miles annually.

76. “Specially constructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be registered
under this chapter not originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, model, or type
by a generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles and not materially altered from its original
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construction. “Specially constructed vehicle” does not include a street rod, replica vehicle, or
glider kit vehicle.

77. “Stinger-steered automobile transporter” means any vehicle combination designed
and used specifically for the transport of assembled highway vehicles, recreational vehicles,
or boats in which the fifth wheel is located on a drop frame located below and behind the
rearmost axle of the power unit.

78. “Street” or “highway” means the entire width between property lines of every way or
place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter
of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic.

78A. “Street rod” means any car or motor truck with a gross vehicle weight rating of less
than ten thousand pounds required to be registered under this chapter, manufactured by
a generally recognized manufacturer of motor vehicles prior to the year 1949, which may
contain a body or frame not manufactured by the original manufacturer, or any motor vehicle
designed and manufactured to resemble a motor vehicle manufactured prior to the year 1949.
For purposes of vehicle registration, the model year of a street rod shall be the same as the
model year of the motor vehicle that it is designed to resemble.

79. “Suburban district” means all other parts of a city not included in the business, school,
or residence districts.

80. “Tandem axle” means any two or more consecutive axles whose centers are more than
forty inches but not more than ninety-six inches apart.

80A. “Tank wagon” means a vehicle designed to carry liquid animal or human excrement.

81. “Through (or thru) highway” means every highway or portion thereof at the entrances
to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by law to stop before
entering or crossing the same and when stop signs are erected as provided in this chapter or
such entrances are controlled by a peace officer or traffic-control signal. The term “arterial”
is synonymous with “through” or “thru” when applied to highways of this state.

82. “Tourist attraction” means a business, activity, service, or site where a major portion
of the product or service provided is tourist oriented.

83. “Tourist-oriented directional sign” means a sign providing identification and
directional information for a tourist attraction.

83A. “Towing or recovery vehicle” means a motor vehicle equipped with booms, winches,
slings, or wheel lifts used to tow, recover, or transport other motor vehicles.

83B. “Tracked implement of husbandry” means a fence-line feeder, grain cart, or tank
wagon that is mounted on a chassis attached to a pair of tracks that transfer the weight of the
implement to the ground or the roadway surface.

84. “Traffic” means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars, and other
conveyances either singly or together while using any highway for purposes of travel.

85. “Trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying persons or
property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight
rests upon the towing vehicle.

86. Reserved.

87. “Transporter” means a person engaged in the business of delivering vehicles of a type
required to be registered or titled in this state who has received authority to make delivery as
specified by rules adopted by the department.

88. “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing
other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of
the vehicle and load so drawn. However, a truck tractor may have a box, deck, or plate
for carrying freight, mounted on the frame behind the cab, and forward of the fifth-wheel
connection point.

89. “Used vehicle parts dealer” means a person engaged in, or advertising as being
engaged in, the business of selling bodies, parts of bodies, frames, or component parts of
used vehicles subject to registration under this chapter.

89A. “Utility maintenance vehicle” means a motor vehicle operated by an employee or
contractor of an entity, including but not limited to the state, a political subdivision of the
state, or any commission, department, or agency thereof, an electric cooperative association,
or a public or private corporation, in connection with the provision of utility services.
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89B. “Utility services” means cable, electric, natural gas, telephone, telecommunication,
water, and wastewater treatment services and includes but is not limited to the improvement,
installation, maintenance, relocation, or repair of cables, fibers, pipes, utility poles, utility
structures, wires, and associated right-of-way and other infrastructure associated with such
services.

90. “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may
be transported or drawn upon a highway. “Vehicle” does not include:

a. Any device moved by human power, including a low-speed electric bicycle.

b. Any device used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

c. Any personal delivery device operated pursuant to chapter 3210.

d. Any integral part of a truck tractor or road tractor which is mounted on the frame of the
truck tractor or road tractor immediately behind the cab and which may be used to transport
persons and property but which cannot be drawn upon the highway by the truck tractor or
another motor vehicle.

e. Any steering axle, dolly, auxiliary axle, or other integral part of another vehicle which
in and of itself is incapable of commercially transporting any person or property but is used
primarily to support another vehicle.

91. “Vehicle identification number” or the initials VIN mean the numerical and
alphabetical designations affixed to a vehicle or a component part of a vehicle by the
manufacturer or the department or affixed by, or caused to be affixed by, the owner pursuant
to rules promulgated by the department as a means of identifying the vehicle.

92. “Vehicle rebuilder” means a person engaged in, or advertising as being engaged in,
the business of rebuilding or restoring to operating condition vehicles subject to registration
under this chapter, which have been damaged or wrecked.

93. “Vehicle salvager” means a person engaged in, or advertising as being engaged in,
the business of scrapping vehicles, dismantling or storing wrecked or damaged vehicles or
selling reusable parts of vehicles or storing vehicles not currently registered which vehicles
are subject to registration under this chapter.

94. “Where a vehicle is kept” shall refer to the county of residence of the owner or to the
county where the vehicle is mainly kept if said owner is a nonresident of the state.

[S13, §1571-m1, -m20; C24, 27, §4863, 5030, 13012; C31, 35, §4863, 4960-d1, 5030, 13012;
C39, §5000.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.1; 81 Acts, ch 101, §1; 81
Acts 2d Ex, ch 2, §5; 82 Acts, ch 1056, §1, ch 1122, §1, ch 1254, §1]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §1, 2, 38; 83 Acts, ch 9, §3, 8; 83 Acts, ch 24, §1, 12; 84 Acts, ch 1219, §21;
84 Acts, ch 1252, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1292, §2; 85 Acts, ch 21, §41; 85 Acts, ch 35, §1, 2; 85 Acts,
ch 37, §1; 85 Acts, ch 40, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1056, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1071, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1210, §1,
2; 86 Acts, ch 1237, §19; 86 Acts, ch 1238, §13; 87 Acts, ch 170, §2 - 4; 87 Acts, ch 186, §1, 2;
87 Acts, ch 189, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1047, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1083, §1, 2; 89 Acts, ch 34, §1; 89 Acts,
ch 83, §40, 41; 89 Acts, ch 118, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1183, §3; 90 Acts, ch 1230, §6 — 14; 91 Acts, ch
56, §1; 91 Acts, ch 219, §14; 92 Acts, ch 1048, §1; 92 Acts, ch 1104, §1; 92 Acts, ch 1175, §19,
28; 93 Acts, ch 114, §1; 93 Acts, ch 139, §7; 94 Acts, ch 1087, §1; 95 Acts, ch 10, §1; 95 Acts,
ch 55, §1, 2; 95 Acts, ch 56, §1; 95 Acts, ch 118, §1, 2; 96 Acts, ch 1005, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1129,
§113; 97 Acts, ch 100, §1; 97 Acts, ch 104, §5; 97 Acts, ch 108, §1, 2; 97 Acts, ch 139, §1, 17,
18; 97 Acts, ch 148, §7, 9; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §1 — 4; 98 Acts, ch 1075, §20; 98 Acts, ch 1121,
§8; 99 Acts, ch 13, §1 - 3, 29; 99 Acts, ch 108, §1 — 3; 99 Acts, ch 188, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1005,
§1; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1025, §1, 6; 2000 Acts, ch 1133, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 32,
§15; 2001 Acts, ch 132, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §15, 17; 2001 Acts, ch 176, §80; 2002 Acts, ch
1063, §17, 18; 2003 Acts, ch 6, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 24, §2; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §1, 35; 2004 Acts,
ch 1132, §80; 2004 Acts, ch 1175, §397, 400; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §2, 3; 2005 Acts, ch 20, §4; 2006
Acts, ch 1068, §6, 7, 41; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §1 — 3; 2008 Acts, ch 1021, §1 - 4; 2008 Acts, ch
1032, §106; 2008 Acts, ch 1044, §1 - 4, 8; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §2, 11, 38; 2009 Acts, ch 90, §1;
2009 Acts, ch 130, §20; 2010 Acts, ch 1035, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §111; 2010 Acts, ch 1186,
§3; 2011 Acts, ch 38, §2; 2012 Acts, ch 1013, §1, 2; 2012 Acts, ch 1093, §1; 2013 Acts, ch 37,
§1; 2013 Acts, ch 103, §2 - 4, 21; 2014 Acts, ch 1023, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1027, §1; 2014 Acts, ch
1127, §4, 5; 2015 Acts, ch 29, §114; 2015 Acts, ch 72, §1, 4; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §31, 44; 2016
Acts, ch 1073, §101; 2016 Acts, ch 1098, §1, 2; 2016 Acts, ch 1101, §1, 24; 2017 Acts, ch 84,
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§1; 2018 Acts, ch 1010, §1; 2018 Acts, ch 1022, §1; 2018 Acts, ch 1095, §1; 2019 Acts, ch 59,
§90; 2019 Acts, ch 67, §1, 20; 2019 Acts, ch 138, §1; 2019 Acts, ch 146, §1; 2020 Acts, ch 1063,
§145; 2020 Acts, ch 1089, §3; 2021 Acts, ch 33, §1 - 3; 2021 Acts, ch 119, §1; 2021 Acts, ch

125, §2 — 4; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §1055, 2507; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §67

Referred to in §123.48, 142D.2, 159A.11, 214A.32, 308A.1, 321.20B, 321.24, 321.56, 321.105A, 321.121, 321.126, 321.234A, 321.235A,
321.235B, 321.260, 321.285, 321.373, 321.471, 321.474, 321.486, 321A.1, 321A.32, 321E.7, 321E.14, 321E.34, 321G.9, 321G.20, 321G.24,
3211.7, 3211.21, 321J.6, 321J.8, 321N.3, 3210.1, 3210.2, 3210.4, 3210.7, 322.2, 322.3, 322.4, 322.27A, 322.35, 322C.2, 322D.1, 325A.2, 326.2,
327F.39, 423.1, 423.6, 423B.2, 452A.74A, 452A.76, 453A.4, 455B.301, 462A.34A, 476.27, 481A.54, 522A.2, 537.3604, 537B.2, 537B.4, 668.12A,
668.15A, 669.14, 670.4, 707.6A, 713.6A, 713.6B, 714.2, 714.8, 805.8A(14) (i), 805.9, 805.16, 811.9

Subsection 8, paragraphs g and i amended

Subsection 73 amended

321.1A Presumption of residency.

1. For purposes of this chapter there is a rebuttable presumption that a natural person is
a resident of this state if any of the following elements exist:

a. The person has filed for a homestead tax exemption on property in this state.

b. The person is a veteran who has filed for a military tax exemption on property in this
state.

c. The person is registered to vote in this state.

d. The person enrolls the person’s child to be educated in a public elementary or secondary
school in this state.

e. The person is receiving public assistance from this state.

f. The person resides or has continuously remained in this state for a period exceeding
thirty days except for infrequent or brief absences.

g. The person has accepted employment or engages in any trade, profession, or
occupation within this state, except as provided in section 321.55.

2. a. For purposes of issuing commercial learner’s permits and commercial driver’s
licenses under this chapter, there is a rebuttable presumption that a natural person is a
resident of this state if all of the following conditions exist:

(1) The person is enrolled in a commercial driver’s license training program administered
by an Iowa-based motor carrier, or its subsidiary, designated by the department as a
third-party tester pursuant to section 321.187.

(2) The person is in the process of applying for a commercial learner’s permit for the
purpose of completing the training program.

(3) The person is residing in this state for the duration of the training program.

b. This subsection shall not apply if such application results in noncompliance with 49
C.ER. pt. 384.

3. “Resident” does not include either of the following:

a. A person who is attending a college or university in this state, if the person has a
domicile in another state and has a valid driver’s license issued by the state of domicile.

b. Members of the armed forces who are stationed in Iowa, provided that their vehicles
are properly registered in their state of residency.

4. A corporation, association, partnership, company, firm, or other aggregation of
individuals whose principal place of business is located within this state is a resident of this
state.

83 Acts, ch 125, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1230, §15; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §9; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §88;
2015 Acts, ch 123, §45

Referred to in §321.182

321.2 Administration and enforcement.

1. Except as otherwise provided by law, the state department of transportation shall
administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter.

2. The division of state patrol of the department of public safety shall enforce the
provisions of this chapter relating to traffic on the public highways of the state, including
those relating to the safe and legal operation of passenger cars, motorcycles, motor trucks,
buses, and other commercial motor vehicles, and to see that proper safety rules are observed.

3. The state department of transportation and the department of public safety shall
cooperate to insure the proper and adequate enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.
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4. The director of revenue shall administer and enforce the collection of the fee for new
registration as provided in section 321.105A.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4863; C39, §5000.02; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.2]

98 Acts, ch 1074, §20; 2005 Acts, ch 35, §31; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §39; 2023 Acts, ch 85, §10

Subsection 2 amended

321.3 Powers and duties of director.

The director is hereby vested with the power and is charged with the duty of observing,
administering, and enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

[C39, §5000.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.3]

321.4 Rules.

The commissioner of public safety is authorized to adopt and promulgate administrative
rules governing procedures as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter;
and to carry out any other laws the enforcement of which is vested in the department of public
safety.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §5004; C39, §5000.04; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.4]

321.5 Duty to obey.

All local officials charged with the administration and enforcement of this chapter shall be
governed in their official acts by the rules promulgated by the department.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §5005; C39, §5000.05; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.5]

Referred to in §331.653

321.6 Reciprocal enforcement — patrol beats.

There shall be reciprocal cooperation between the members of the department, the state
department of public safety and local authorities in the enforcing of local and state traffic
laws and in making inspections, although this section shall not be construed to give the state
department of public safety any right to establish regular patrol beats inside municipal limits
unless requested for a special occasion or emergency by the mayor of such city or the sheriff
of the county.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §5017; C39, §5000.06; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.6]

2012 Acts, ch 1023, §157

Referred to in §331.653

321.7 Seal of department.
The department may adopt an official seal.
[C39, §5000.07; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.7]

321.8 Director to prescribe forms.

The director shall prescribe and provide suitable forms of applications, registration
cards, certificates of title and all other forms requisite or deemed necessary to carry out
the provisions of this chapter and any other laws, the enforcement and administration
of which are vested in the department except manufacturer’s or importer’s certificates.
Manufacturer’s and importer’s certificates shall be provided by the manufacturer or importer
and be in the form prescribed by the department.

[C39, §5000.08; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.8]

83 Acts, ch 41, §1

321.9 Authority to administer oaths and acknowledge signatures.

Officers and employees of the department designated by the director, county officials
authorized under this chapter to issue motor vehicle registrations and titles, and county
officials authorized under chapter 321M to issue driver’s licenses are authorized, for the
purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws, to administer oaths and acknowledge
signatures, and shall do so without fee.

[C39, §5000.09; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.9]

2005 Acts, ch 8, §4
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321.10 Certified copies of records.

1. The director and officers of the department designated by the director are authorized
to prepare under the seal of the department and provide upon request a certified copy of any
record of the department, charging a fee of fifty cents for each document so authenticated, and
every such certified copy shall be admissible in any proceeding in any court in like manner
as the original and shall be considered to be true and accurate unless shown otherwise by an
objecting party. The seal of the department may be applied electronically on certified copies
of records.

2. Any records or certified copies of records prepared pursuant to this section and any
certified abstract, or a copy of a certified abstract, of the operating record of a driver or
a motor vehicle owner prepared pursuant to this chapter, chapter 321A, or chapter 321J
shall be received in evidence if determined to be relevant, in any court, preliminary hearing,
grand jury proceeding, civil proceeding, administrative hearing, or forfeiture proceeding
in the same manner and with the same force and effect as if the director or the director’s
designee had testified in person.

[C39, §5000.10; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.10]

98 Acts, ch 1075, §21; 2006 Acts, ch 1010, §87; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §4

Referred to in §321.11

321.11 Records of department.

1. All records of the department, other than those made confidential or not permitted to
be open in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §2721 et seq., adopted as of a specific date by rule of
the department, shall be open to public inspection during office hours.

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, personal information shall not be disclosed to a
requester, except as provided in 18 U.S.C. §2721, unless the person whose personal
information is requested has provided express written consent allowing disclosure of the
person’s personal information. As used in this section, “personal information” means
information that identifies a person, including a person’s photograph, social security
number, driver’s license number, name, address, telephone number, and medical or disability
information, but does not include information on vehicular accidents, driving violations, and
driver’s status or a person’s zip code.

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section to the contrary, the department shall
not release personal information to a person, other than to an officer or employee of a law
enforcement agency, an employee of a federal or state agency or political subdivision in the
performance of the employee’s official duties, a contract employee of the department of
inspections, appeals, and licensing in the conduct of an investigation, or a licensed private
investigation agency or a licensed security service or a licensed employee of either, if the
information is requested by the presentation of a registration plate number. In addition,
an officer or employee of a law enforcement agency may release the name, address, and
telephone number of a motor vehicle registrant to a person requesting the information by the
presentation of a registration plate number if the officer or employee of the law enforcement
agency believes that the release of the information is necessary in the performance of the
officer’s or employee’s duties.

4. The department shall not release personal information that is in the form of a person’s
photograph or digital image or a digital reproduction of a person’s photograph to a person
other than an officer or employee of a law enforcement agency, an employee of a federal or
state agency or political subdivision in the performance of the employee’s official duties, a
contract employee of the department of inspections, appeals, and licensing in the conduct of
an investigation, or a licensed private investigation agency or a licensed security service or
a licensed employee of either, regardless of whether a person has provided express written
consent to disclosure of the information. The department may collect reasonable fees for
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copies of records or other services provided pursuant to this section or section 22.3, 321.10,
or 622.46.

[C39, §5000.11; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.11]

96 Acts, ch 1102, §1, 3; 97 Acts, ch 108, §3; 98 Acts, ch 1035, §1; 99 Acts, ch 198, §4; 2000

Acts, ch 1133, §2, 18; 2001 Acts, ch 90, §1; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §1964
Referred to in §321.11A, 321.183, 321A.3, 692.3
Subsections 3 and 4 amended

321.11A Personal information disclosure — exception.

1. Notwithstanding section 321.11, the department, upon request, shall provide personal
information that identifies a person by the social security number of the person to the
following:

a. The department of revenue for the purposes of collecting debt and administering the
setoff program pursuant to section 421.65.

b. The judicial branch for the purpose of collecting court debt pursuant to section
602.8107.

2. The social security number obtained by the department of revenue or the judicial
branch shall retain its confidentiality and shall only be used for the purposes provided in
this section.

2008 Acts, ch 1172, §17; 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §13, 28; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74

2020 amendment to subsection 1 is effective on the date of rules adopted by the department of revenue to implement 2020 Acts, ch 1064,
see 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §28; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74; the Code editor received notice that the system designed to implement the setoff
procedures established in 2020 Acts, ch 1064, and the accompanying rules, will be operational on November 13, 2023; rules governing
transition, see 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §72

Subsection 1 amended

321.12 Destruction of records.

1. The director may destroy any records of the department which have been maintained
on file for three years and which the director deems obsolete and of no further service in
carrying out the powers and duties of the department, except as otherwise provided in this
section.

2. Operating records relating to a person who has been issued a commercial driver’s
license or commercial learner’s permit shall be maintained on file in accordance with rules
adopted by the department.

3. The following records may be destroyed according to the following requirements:

a. Records concerning suspensions authorized under section 321.210, subsection 1,
paragraph “a”, subparagraph (7), and section 321.210A may be destroyed six months after
the suspension is terminated and the requirements of section 321.191 have been satisfied.

b. Records concerning suspensions and surrender of licenses or registrations required
under section 321A.31 for failing to maintain proof of financial responsibility, as defined in
section 321A.1, may be destroyed six months after the requirements of sections 321.191 and
321A.29 have been satisfied.

4. The director shall not destroy any operating records pertaining to arrests or convictions
for operating while intoxicated, in violation of section 321J.2 or operating records pertaining
to revocations for violations of section 321J.2A, except that a conviction or revocation under
section 321J.2 or 321J.2A that is not subject to 49 C.ER. pt. 383 shall be deleted from the
operating records twelve years after the date of conviction or the effective date of revocation.
Convictions or revocations that are retained in the operating records for more than twelve
years under this subsection shall be considered only for purposes of disqualification actions
under 49 C.FR. pt. 383.

[C39, §5000.12; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.12]

90 Acts, ch 1230, §16; 94 Acts, ch 1164, §1, 2; 95 Acts, ch 48, §2; 95 Acts, ch 55, §3; 97 Acts,
ch 177, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1138, §1, 37; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §5; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §169; 2014 Acts,
ch 1092, §176; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §46; 2016 Acts, ch 1073, §102

Referred to in §321J.2

321.13 Authority to grant or refuse applications.
The department shall examine and determine the genuineness, regularity, and legality
of every application made to the department, and may investigate or require additional
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information. The department may reject any application if not satisfied of the genuineness,
regularity, or legality of the application or the truth of any statement made within the
application, or for any other reason, when authorized by law. The department may retain
possession of any record or document until the investigation of the application is completed
if it appears that the record or document is fictitious or unlawfully or erroneously issued and
shall not return the record or document if it is determined to be fictitious or unlawfully or
erroneously issued.

[C39, §5000.13; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.13]

95 Acts, ch 118, §3

321.14 Seizure of documents and plates.

The department is authorized to take possession of any registration card, certificate of title,
permit, or registration plate, certificate of inspection or any inspection document or form,
upon expiration, revocation, cancellation, or suspension thereof, or which is fictitious, or
which has been unlawfully or erroneously issued.

[C39, §5000.14; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.14]

2022 Acts, ch 1032, §52

321.15 Publication of law.

The department shall issue, in pamphlet or electronic form, such parts of this chapter
together with such rules, instructions, and explanatory matter as may seem advisable. Such
information shall be distributed as determined by the department and shall be furnished to
each county treasurer.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §5018; C39, §5000.15; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.15]

2004 Acts, ch 1013, §2, 35

Referred to in §321J.1A

321.16 Giving of notices.

1. When the department is authorized or required to give notice under this chapter or any
other law regulating the operation of vehicles, unless a different method of giving notice is
expressly prescribed, notice shall be given either by personal delivery to the person to be
so notified or by personal service in the manner of original notice by rule of civil procedure
1.305(1), or by first class mail addressed to the person at the address shown in the records of
the department, notwithstanding chapter 17A. The department shall adopt rules regarding the
giving of notice by first class mail, the updating of addresses in department records, and the
development of affidavits verifying the mailing of notices under this chapter and chapter 321J.
A person’s refusal to accept or a claim of failure to receive a notice of revocation, suspension,
or bar mailed by first class mail to the person’s last known address shall not be a defense to
a charge of driving while suspended, revoked, denied, or barred.

2. Proof of the giving of notice by personal service may be made by the certificate of any
officer or employee of the department or affidavit of any person over eighteen years of age,
naming the person to whom such notice was given and specifying the time, place, and manner
of the giving thereof.

3. If a peace officer serves notice of immediate suspension or revocation of a driver’s
license as provided in this chapter or any other chapter, the peace officer may destroy the
license or send the license to the department.

[C39, §5000.16; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.16]

85 Acts, ch 121, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §41; 2007 Acts, ch 143, §7
Referred to in §321.211A, 321.556
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REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF TITLE,
AND PROOF OF SECURITY AGAINST
FINANCIAL LIABILITY

321.17 Misdemeanor to violate registration provisions.

It is a simple misdemeanor punishable as a scheduled violation under section 805.8A,
subsection 2, for any person to drive or move or for an owner knowingly to permit to be
driven or moved upon the highway a vehicle of a type required to be registered under this
chapter which is not registered, or for which the appropriate fees have not been paid, except
as provided in section 321.109, subsection 3.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §5085; C39, §5001.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.17]

96 Acts, ch 1152, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 176, §49, 59; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §48; 2010 Acts, ch 1190,
§32

Referred to in §331.557, 805.8A(2) (a)

321.18 Vehicles subject to registration — exception.

Every motor vehicle, trailer, and semitrailer when driven or moved upon a highway shall
be subject to the registration provisions of this chapter except:

1. Any such vehicle driven or moved upon a highway in conformance with the provisions
of this chapter relating to manufacturers, transporters, dealers, or nonresidents as
contemplated by section 321.53 and chapter 326, or under a temporary registration permit
issued by the department as hereinafter authorized.

2. Any such vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only for the purpose of
crossing such highway from one property to another.

3. Any implement of husbandry.

4. Any special mobile equipment as defined in this chapter.

5. Any vehicle which is used exclusively for interplant purposes, in the operation of an
industrial or manufacturing plant, consisting of a single unit comprising a group of buildings
separated by streets, alleys, or railroad tracks, and which vehicle is used solely to transport
materials from one part of the plant to another or from an adjacent railroad track to the plant
and in so doing incidentally using said streets or alleys for not more than one thousand feet.

6. Any vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires,
but not operated upon rails.

7. Any school bus in this state used exclusively for the transportation of pupils to and from
school or a school function or for the purposes provided in section 285.1, subsection 1, and
section 285.10, subsection 9, or used exclusively for the transportation of children enrolled in
a federal head start program. Upon application the department shall, without charge, issue
a registration certificate and registration plates. The plates shall be attached to the front and
rear of each bus exempt from registration under this subsection.

8. Any mobile home or manufactured home and any temporary undercarriage used solely
for transporting manufactured homes, modular homes, or other portable buildings used or
intended to be used for human occupancy.

9. Any trailer that is used exclusively for the transportation, display, and distribution of
flags honoring deceased veterans in parades or ceremonies held on Memorial Day, Veterans
Day, or other patriotic occasions as authorized by resolution of the local government of the
community where the parade or ceremony takes place. A trailer exempt from registration
under this subsection shall only be used on city streets or secondary roads on the day of
a parade or ceremony specified in the local government’s resolution, and a copy of the
resolution shall be carried at all times in the vehicle pulling the trailer.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4864; C39, §5001.02; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.18;
82 Acts, ch 1251, §4]

95 Acts, ch 118, §4; 99 Acts, ch 188, §2; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2006 Acts, ch 1068, §8; 2007
Acts, ch 131, §1, 6; 2009 Acts, ch 130, §21; 2010 Acts, ch 1193, §122; 2012 Acts, ch 1021, §65,

142; 2023 Acts, ch 66, §68
Referred to in §321.20B, 331.557, 423.1, 423B.2, 452A.17
Subsection 4 amended
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321.18A Records of implements of husbandry.

A person selling at retail new implements of husbandry with a retail list price in excess
of five thousand dollars upon which the manufacturer has affixed a vehicle identification
number, shall maintain for ten years a record of the number, the name and address of the
purchaser, and the date of sale.

91 Acts, ch 97, §43

Referred to in §331.557

321.19 Exemptions — distinguishing plates — definitions of urban transit company and
regional transit system.

1. a. The following vehicles are exempted from the payment of the registration fees
imposed by this chapter, except as provided for urban transit companies in subsection 2, but
are not exempt from the penalties provided in this chapter:

(1) All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty days or more by the government
and used in the transaction of official business by the representatives of foreign governments
or by officers, boards, or departments of the government of the United States, and by the
state, counties, municipalities and other political subdivisions of the state including vehicles
used by an urban transit company operated by a municipality or a regional transit system,
and self-propelling vehicles used neither for the conveyance of persons for hire, pleasure,
or business nor for the transportation of freight other than those used by an urban transit
company operated by a municipality or a regional transit system.

(2) All fire trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a pecuniary profit.

(3) Authorized emergency vehicles used only in disaster relief owned and operated by an
organization not operated for pecuniary profit.

b. (1) The department shall furnish, on application, free of charge, distinguishing plates
for vehicles thus exempted, which plates except plates on state patrol vehicles shall bear the
word “official” and the department shall keep a separate record.

(2) Registration plates issued for state patrol vehicles, except unmarked patrol vehicles,
shall bear two red stars on a yellow background, one before and one following the registration
number on the plate, which registration number shall be the officer’s badge number.

(3) Registration plates issued for county sheriff’s patrol vehicles shall display one
seven-pointed gold star followed by the letter “S” and the call number of the vehicle.

c. However, the director of the department of administrative services or the director of
transportation may order the issuance of regular registration plates for any exempted vehicle
used by any of the following:

(1) Peace officers or federal law enforcement officers in the enforcement of the law.

(2) Persons enforcing chapter 124 and other laws relating to controlled substances.

(3) Persons in the department of justice, disease investigators of the department of
health and human services, the department of inspections, appeals, and licensing, and the
department of revenue, who are regularly assigned to conduct investigations which cannot
reasonably be conducted with a vehicle displaying “official” state registration plates.

(4) Persons who are federal agents or officers regularly assigned to conduct investigations
which cannot reasonably be conducted with a vehicle displaying “official” registration plates.

(5) Persons in the Iowa lottery authority whose regularly assigned duties relating to
security or the carrying of lottery tickets cannot reasonably be conducted with a vehicle
displaying “official” registration plates.

(6) Persons in the economic development authority who are regularly assigned duties
relating to existing industry expansion or business attraction, and mental health professionals
or health care professionals who provide off-site or in-home medical or mental health services
to clients of publicly funded programs.

d. For purposes of sale of exempted vehicles, the exempted governmental body, upon the
sale of the exempted vehicle, may issue for in-transit purposes a pasteboard card bearing
the words “Vehicle in Transit”, the name of the official body from which the vehicle was
purchased, together with the date of the purchase plainly marked in at least one-inch letters,
and other information required by the department. The in-transit card is valid for use only
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within forty-eight hours after the purchase date as indicated on the bill of sale which shall be
carried by the driver.

2. a. “Urban transit company” means any person, firm, corporation, company, or
municipality which operates buses or trolley cars or both, primarily upon the streets of
cities over well-defined routes between certain termini, for the transportation of passengers
for a uniform fare, and which accepts for passengers all who present themselves for
transportation without discrimination up to the limit of the capacity of each vehicle.
Included are street railways, plants, equipment, property, and rights, used and useful in the
transportation of passengers. Motor carriers and interurbans subject to the jurisdiction of
the state department of transportation, and taxicabs, are not included.

b. The department, in accordance with subsection 1, shall furnish distinguishing plates
for vehicles used by urban transit companies operated by a municipality. No other provision
of law providing for the payment of taxes, registration, or license fees for vehicles shall be
applicable to any bus, car, or vehicle for the transportation of passengers owned and operated
by any urban transit company.

c. Chapter 326 is not applicable to urban transit companies or systems.

3. a. “Regional transit system” means a public transit system serving one county or all
or part of a multicounty area whose boundaries correspond to the same boundaries as those
of the regional planning areas designated by the governor, except as agreed upon by the
department. Privately chartered bus services and uses other than providing services that are
open and public on a shared ride basis shall not be construed to be a regional transit system.

b. Each county board of supervisors within the region is responsible for determining the
service and funding within its county. However, the administration and overhead support
services for the overall regional transit system shall be consolidated into one existing or new
agency to be mutually agreed upon by the participating members.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4867, 4922; C39, §5001.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, §321.19; C66, 71, 73,
§321.19, 386C.1 - 386C.3; C75, 77, 79, 81, §321.19]

83 Acts, ch 40, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1253, §1 - 3; 85 Acts, ch 67, §34; 85 Acts, ch 115, §2; 86 Acts,
ch 1042, §10; 92 Acts, ch 1244, §41; 95 Acts, ch 118, §5; 96 Acts, ch 1034, §19; 96 Acts, ch
1066, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1211, §33; 97 Acts, ch 104, §6; 97 Acts, ch 158, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1028, §1;
98 Acts, ch 1074, §21; 99 Acts, ch 141, §37; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §244; 2003 Acts, ch 178, §109,
121; 2003 Acts, ch 179, §142; 2005 Acts, ch 35, §31; 2006 Acts, ch 1022, §1; 2008 Acts, ch 1113,
§49; 2011 Acts, ch 118, §85, 89; 2015 Acts, ch 30, §97; 2015 Acts, ch 123, §32; 2023 Acts, ch
19, §1056, 1965, 2460

Referred to in §8A.362, 321.39, 321.166, 331.557, 721.8

See also §8A.362, 321.22, 321.170

See Code editor’s note on simple harmonization at the beginning of this Code volume
Subsection 1, paragraph c, subparagraph (3) amended

321.20 Application for registration and certificate of title.

1. Except as provided in this chapter, an owner of a vehicle subject to registration shall
make application to the county treasurer of the county of the owner’s residence, or if a
nonresident, to the county treasurer of the county where the primary users of the vehicle
are located, or if a lessor of the vehicle pursuant to chapter 321F which vehicle has a gross
vehicle weight of less than ten thousand pounds, to the county treasurer of the county of the
lessee’s residence, or if a firm, association, or corporation with vehicles in multiple counties,
the owner may make application to the county treasurer of the county where the primary
user of the vehicle is located, for the registration and issuance of a certificate of title for the
vehicle upon the appropriate form furnished by the department. However, upon the transfer
of ownership, the owner of a vehicle subject to the apportioned registration provisions
of chapter 326 shall make application for issuance of a certificate of title to either the
department or the appropriate county treasurer. The owner of a vehicle purchased pursuant
to section 578A.7 shall present documentation that such sale was completed in compliance
with that section. The application shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty dollars, and
shall bear the owner’s signature. A nonresident owner of two or more vehicles subject to
registration may make application for registration and issuance of a certificate of title for
all vehicles subject to registration to the county treasurer of the county where the primary
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user of any of the vehicles is located. The owner of a mobile home or manufactured home
shall make application for a certificate of title under this section from the county treasurer
of the county where the mobile home or manufactured home is located. The application
shall contain:

a. The full legal name; social security number or Iowa driver’s license number or Iowa
nonoperator’s identification card number; date of birth; bona fide residence; and mailing
address of the owner and of the lessee if the vehicle is being leased. If the owner or lessee is a
firm, association, or corporation, the application shall contain the bona fide business address
and federal employer identification number of the owner or lessee. Up to three owners’ names
may be listed on the application. If the vehicle is a leased vehicle, the application shall state
whether the notice of registration renewal shall be sent to the lessor or to the lessee and
whether the lessor or the lessee shall receive the refund of the annual registration fee, if
any. Information relating to the lessee of a vehicle shall not be required on an application
for registration and a certificate of title for a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of ten
thousand pounds or more.

b. A description of the vehicle including, insofar as the specified data may exist with
respect to a given vehicle, the make, model, type of body, the number of cylinders, the type
of motor fuel used, the vehicle identification number or other assigned number, and whether
new or used and, if a new vehicle, the date of sale by the manufacturer or dealer to the person
intending to operate the vehicle. If the vehicle is a new low-speed vehicle, the manufacturer’s
or importer’s certificate required to accompany the application under paragraph “d” shall
certify that the vehicle was manufactured in compliance with the national highway traffic
safety administration standards for low-speed vehicles in 49 C.ER. §571.500.

c. Such further information as may reasonably be required by the department.

d. A statement of the applicant’s title and of all liens or encumbrances upon the vehicle
and the names and mailing addresses of all persons having any interest in the vehicle and
the nature of every such interest. When the application refers to a new vehicle, it shall be
accompanied by a manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate duly assigned as provided in
section 321.45.

e. The amount of the fee for new registration to be paid under section 321.105A, the
amount of tax to be paid under section 423.26, subsection 1, or the amount of tax to be paid
under section 423.26A.

f. If the vehicle is owned by a nonresident but is subject to issuance of an Iowa certificate
of title or registration, the application shall also contain the full legal name, Iowa driver’s
license number or Iowa nonoperator’s identification card number, date of birth, bona fide
residence, and mailing address of the primary user of the vehicle. If the primary user is a
firm, association, or corporation, the application shall contain the bona fide business address
and federal employer identification number of the primary user. The primary user’s name
and address shall not be printed on the registration receipt or the certificate of title.

2. Notwithstanding contrary provisions of this chapter or chapter 326 regarding titling
and registration by means other than electronic means, the department shall, by July 1, 2019,
develop and implement a program to allow for electronic applications, titling, registering,
and funds transfers for vehicles subject to registration in order to improve the efficiency and
timeliness of the processes and to reduce costs for all parties involved. The program shall
also provide for the electronic submission of any statement required by this section, except
where prohibited by federal law.

3. The department shall adopt rules on the method for providing signatures for
applications and statements required by this section that are made by electronic means.

4. Notwithstanding this section or any other provision of law to the contrary, if the
program required by subsection 2 is not implemented by July 1, 2019, an owner of a vehicle
subject to registration may apply to the county treasurer of a county contiguous to the county
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designated for the owner under subsection 1 for registration and issuance of a certificate of
title.

[S13, SS15, §1571-m2; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4869, 5008, 5009; C39, §5001.04; C46, 50, 54, 58,
62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.20; 82 Acts, ch 1251, §5]

84 Acts, ch 1305, §47; 87 Acts, ch 46, §1; 87 Acts, ch 108, §1; 95 Acts, ch 194, §1, 12; 97 Acts,
ch 104, §7; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §9; 99 Acts, ch 8, §1; 99 Acts, ch 188, §3; 2000 Acts, ch 1005, §2;
2000 Acts, ch 1016, §39 - 41, 47; 2000 Acts, ch 1134, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2003 Acts, 1st
Ex, ch 2, §163, 205; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §3, 35; 2005 Acts, ch 34, §3, 26; 2006 Acts, ch 1068,
§9; 2006 Acts, ch 1070, §2; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §5; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §13, 21, 50, 51; 2010
Acts, ch 1108, §3, 15; 2012 Acts, ch 1093, §2; 2016 Acts, ch 1083, §1, 2; 2018 Acts, ch 1095,

§2; 2019 Acts, ch 50, §12
Referred to in §312.2, 321.29, 321.47, 321.50, 321.524, 321.109, 321.126, 331.557, 435.27
Surcharge imposed; §321.52A

321.20A Certificate of title and registration fees — commercial vehicles.

1. Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, the owner of a commercial vehicle
subject to the apportioned registration provisions of chapter 326 may make application to
the department or the appropriate county treasurer for a certificate of title. The owner of a
commercial vehicle purchased pursuant to section 578A.7 shall present documentation that
such sale was completed in compliance with that section. The application for certificate of
title shall be made within thirty days of purchase or transfer and shall be accompanied by a
twenty dollar title fee and the appropriate fee for new registration. The department or the
county treasurer shall deliver the certificate of title to the owner if there is no security interest.
If there is a security interest, the title, when issued, shall be delivered to the first secured party.
Delivery may be made using electronic means.

2. An owner of more than fifty commercial vehicles subject to the apportioned registration
provisions of chapter 326 who is issued a certificate of title under this section shall not be
subject to annual registration fees until the commercial vehicle is driven or moved upon the
highways. The annual registration fee due shall be prorated for the remaining unexpired
months of the registration year. Ownership of the commercial vehicle shall not be transferred
until annual registration fees have been paid to the department.

95 Acts, ch 118, §6; 96 Acts, ch 1089, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1152, §2; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §2; 2001
Acts, ch 132, §2; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §4, 35; 2006 Acts, ch 1070, §3; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §14,

21, 52; 2012 Acts, ch 1093, §3; 2019 Acts, ch 50, §13
Referred to in §312.2, 321.47, 321.52A, 331.557
Surcharge imposed, §321.52A

321.20B Proof of security against liability — driving without liability coverage.

1. a. Notwithstanding chapter 321A, which requires certain persons to maintain proof of
financial responsibility, a person shall not drive a motor vehicle on the highways of this state
unless financial liability coverage, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 24B, is in effect for
the motor vehicle and unless the driver has in the motor vehicle the proof of financial liability
coverage card issued for the motor vehicle, or if the vehicle is registered in another state,
other evidence that financial liability coverage is in effect for the motor vehicle. A proof of
financial liability coverage card may be produced in paper or electronic format. Acceptable
electronic formats include electronic images displayed on a cellular telephone or any other
portable electronic device that has a display screen with touch input or a miniature keyboard.

b. It shall be conclusively presumed that a motor vehicle driven upon a parking lot which
is available to the public without charge or which is available to customers or invitees of a
business or facility without charge was driven on the highways of this state in order to enter
the parking lot, and this section shall be applicable to such a motor vehicle. As used in this
section, “parking lot” includes access roads, drives, lanes, aisles, entrances, and exits to and
from a parking lot described in this paragraph.

c. This subsection does not apply to the operator of a motor vehicle owned by or leased
to the United States, this state or another state, or any political subdivision of this state or of
another state, or to a motor vehicle which is subject to section 325A.6.

2. a. An insurance company transacting business in this state shall issue to its insured
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owners of motor vehicles registered in this state a financial liability coverage card for each
motor vehicle insured. Each financial liability coverage card shall identify the registration
number or vehicle identification number of the motor vehicle insured and shall indicate the
expiration date of the applicable insurance coverage. The financial liability coverage card
shall also contain the name and address of the insurer or the name of the insurer and the name
and address of the insurance agency, the name of the insured, and an emergency telephone
number of the insurer or emergency telephone number of the insurance agency. An insurance
company may issue a financial liability coverage card in either paper format or, if requested
by the insured, electronic format.

b. The department shall adopt rules regarding the contents of a financial liability coverage
card to be issued pursuant to this section.

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a fleet owner who is issued a certificate
of self-insurance pursuant to section 321A.34, subsection 1, is not required to maintain in
each vehicle a financial liability coverage card with the individual registration number or the
vehicle identification number of the vehicle included on the card. Such fleet owner shall be
required to maintain a financial liability coverage card in each vehicle in the fleet including
information deemed appropriate by the director.

(2) An association of individual members that is issued a certificate of self-insurance
pursuant to section 321A.34, subsection 2, is required to maintain in each vehicle of an
individual member a financial liability coverage card that complies with the provisions of this
section and in addition contains information relating to the association and the association’s
certificate of self-insurance as is deemed appropriate by the director.

3. If the financial liability coverage for a motor vehicle which is registered in this state is
canceled or terminated effective prior to the expiration date indicated on the financial liability
coverage card issued for the vehicle, the person to whom the financial liability coverage card
was issued shall destroy the card.

4. a. Ifapeace officer stops a motor vehicle registered in this state and the driver is unable
to provide proof of financial liability coverage, the peace officer shall do one of the following:

(1) Issue a warning memorandum to the driver.

(2) Issue a citation to the driver.

(3) Issue a citation and remove the motor vehicle’s license plates and registration receipt.

(@ Upon removing the license plates and registration receipt, the peace officer shall
deliver the plates for destruction, as appropriate, and forward the registration receipt and
evidence of the violation, as determined by the department, to the county treasurer of the
county in which the motor vehicle is registered.

(b) The motor vehicle may be driven for a time period of up to forty-eight hours after
receiving the citation solely for the purpose of removing the motor vehicle from the highways
of this state, unless the driver’s operating privileges are otherwise suspended. After receiving
the citation, the driver shall keep the citation in the motor vehicle at all times while driving
the motor vehicle as provided in this subparagraph, as proof of the driver’s privilege to drive
the motor vehicle for such limited time and purpose.

(4) (@ Issue a citation, remove the motor vehicle’s license plates and registration receipt,
and impound the motor vehicle. The peace officer shall deliver the plates for destruction,
as appropriate, and forward the registration receipt and evidence of the violation, as
determined by the department, to the county treasurer of the county in which the motor
vehicle is registered.

(b) A motor vehicle which is impounded may be claimed by a person if the owner provides
proof of financial liability coverage and proof of payment of any applicable fine and the costs
of towing and storage for the motor vehicle. If the motor vehicle is not claimed within thirty
days after impoundment, the motor vehicle may be treated as an abandoned vehicle pursuant
to section 321.89.

(©) The holder of a security interest in a motor vehicle which is impounded pursuant
to this subparagraph shall be notified of the impoundment within seventy-two hours of the
impoundment of the motor vehicle and shall have the right to claim the motor vehicle upon
the payment of all fees. However, if the value of the vehicle is less than the security interest, all
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fees shall be divided equally between the lienholder and the political subdivision impounding
the vehicle.

b. An owner or driver of a motor vehicle who is charged with a violation of subsection 1
and issued a citation under paragraph “a”, subparagraph (3) or (4), is subject to the following:

(1) An owner or driver who produces to the clerk of court, prior to the date of the
individual’s court appearance as indicated on the citation, proof that financial liability
coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited,
or, if the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof that liability coverage was in
effect for the driver with respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the driver was
stopped and cited, in the same manner as if the motor vehicle were owned by the driver,
shall be given a receipt indicating that such proof was provided and be subject to one of the
following:

(a) If the person was cited pursuant to paragraph “a”, subparagraph (3), the owner or
driver shall provide a copy of the receipt to the county treasurer of the county in which the
motor vehicle is registered and the owner shall be assessed a fifteen dollar administrative fee
by the county treasurer who shall issue new license plates and registration to the person after
payment of the fee.

(b) If the person was cited pursuant to paragraph “a”, subparagraph (4), the owner or
driver, after the owner provides proof of financial liability coverage to the clerk of court, may
claim the motor vehicle after such person pays any applicable fine and the costs of towing
and storage for the motor vehicle, and the owner or driver provides a copy of the receipt and
the owner pays to the county treasurer of the county in which the motor vehicle is registered
a fifteen dollar administrative fee, and the county treasurer shall issue new license plates and
registration to the person.

(2) An owner or driver who is charged with a violation of subsection 1 and is unable to
show that financial liability coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the time the person
was stopped and cited may do either of the following:

(@) Sign an admission of violation on the citation and remit to the clerk of court a
scheduled fine as provided in section 805.8A, subsection 14, paragraph “f”, for a violation
of subsection 1. Upon payment of the fine to the clerk of court of the county where the
citation was issued, payment of a fifteen dollar administrative fee to the county treasurer
of the county in which the motor vehicle is registered, and providing proof of payment of
any applicable fine and proof of financial liability coverages to the county treasurer of the
county in which the motor vehicle is registered, the treasurer shall issue new license plates
and registration to the owner.

(b) Request an appearance before the court on the matter. If the matter goes before the
court, and the owner or driver is found guilty of a violation of subsection 1, the court may
impose a fine as provided in section 805.8A, subsection 14, paragraph “f”, for a violation of
subsection 1, or the court may order the person to perform unpaid community service instead
of the fine. Upon the payment of the fine or the entry of the order for unpaid community
service, the person shall provide proof of payment or entry of such order and the county
treasurer of the county in which the motor vehicle is registered shall issue new license plates
and registration to the owner upon the owner providing proof of financial liability coverage
and paying a fifteen dollar administrative fee to the county treasurer.

c. An owner or driver cited for a violation of subsection 1, who produces to the clerk of
court prior to the date of the person’s court appearance as indicated on the citation proof
that financial liability coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the time the person was
stopped and cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the citation issued shall be
dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of
the action against the defendant named on the citation.

5. If the motor vehicle is not registered in this state and the driver is a nonresident, the
peace officer shall do one of the following:

a. Issue a warning memorandum to the driver.

b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date
of the person’s court appearance as indicated on the citation proof that the financial liability
coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or if
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the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof that liability coverage was in effect for
the driver with respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the driver was stopped
and cited in the same manner as if the motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given
a receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation issued shall be dismissed by the
court. Upon dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action against
the defendant named on the citation.

6. This section does not apply to a motor vehicle identified in section 321.18, subsection
1,2,3,4,5,6, or 8.

7. This section does not apply to a lienholder who has a security interest in a motor vehicle
subject to the registration requirements of this chapter, so long as such lienholder maintains
financial liability coverage for any motor vehicle driven or moved by the lienholder in which
the lienholder has an interest.

8. This section does not apply to a motor vehicle owned by a motor vehicle dealer or
wholesaler licensed pursuant to chapter 322.

9. The director of transportation and the commissioner of insurance shall adopt rules
pursuant to chapter 17A to administer this section.

97 Acts, ch 139, §2, 17, 18; 98 Acts, ch 1100, §41; 98 Acts, ch 1121, §1 -4, 8, 9; 99 Acts, ch
110, §1; 99 Acts, ch 114, §19; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §16; 2002 Acts, ch 1050, §32; 2003 Acts, ch
151, §23 - 25; 2006 Acts, ch 1144, §1 - 3; 2007 Acts, ch 215, §105; 2008 Acts, ch 1031, §111;

2012 Acts, ch 1138, §29; 2013 Acts, ch 103, §5, 6
Referred to in §321.1, 321.54, 321.55, 321.89, 321.234A, 321.515, 321.516, 321A.34, 321K.1, 321N.4, 322.7B, 326.25, 331.557, 805.8A(14) ()

321.21 Special mobile equipment plates. Repealed by 99 Acts, ch 13, §28, 29; 2000 Acts,
ch 1154, §46, 50.

321.22 Urban and regional transit equipment certificates and plates.

1. An urban transit company or system having a franchise to operate in any city and any
regional transit system may make application to the department, upon forms furnished by the
department, for a certificate containing a distinguishing number and for one or more pairs
of registration plates to be attached to the front and rear of buses owned or operated by the
transit company or system.

2. The department shall issue to the applicant a certificate, or certificates, containing
but not limited to the applicant’s name and address, the distinguishing number assigned to
the applicant, and such other information deemed necessary by the department for proper
identification of the buses.

3. The department shall issue registration plates to the applicant.

4. The department shall issue the certificates and plates without fee.

[C66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.22]

84 Acts, ch 1253, §4; 85 Acts, ch 195, §31; 92 Acts, ch 1244, §42; 2009 Acts, ch 130, §22

Referred to in §331.557

321.23 Titles to specially constructed and reconstructed vehicles, street rods, replica
vehicles, and foreign vehicles.

1. a. If the vehicle to be registered is a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed
vehicle, street rod, replica vehicle, or foreign vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the
application. A fee of twenty dollars shall be paid by the person making the application
upon issuance of a certificate of title by the county treasurer. For a specially constructed
vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica vehicle subject to registration, the
application shall be accompanied by a statement from the department authorizing the motor
vehicle to be titled and registered in this state. The owner of a specially constructed vehicle,
reconstructed vehicle, street rod, replica vehicle, or foreign vehicle purchased pursuant to
section 578A.7 shall present documentation that such sale was completed in compliance
with that section.

b. The department shall cause a physical inspection to be made of all specially constructed
vehicles, reconstructed vehicles, street rods, and replica vehicles upon application for a
certificate of title by the owner, to determine whether the motor vehicle complies with the
definition of specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica vehicle
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in this chapter and to determine that the integral component parts are properly identified
and that the rightful ownership is established before issuing the owner the authority to have
the motor vehicle registered and titled. The purpose of the physical inspection under this
section is not to determine whether the motor vehicle is in a condition safe to operate.

c. The owner of a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or
replica vehicle shall apply for a certificate of title and registration for the vehicle at the
county treasurer’s office within thirty days of the inspection. For a foreign vehicle which has
been registered outside this state, the owner shall surrender to the treasurer all registration
plates, registration cards, and certificates of title, or if the vehicle to be registered is from a
nontitle state, the evidence of foreign registration and ownership as may be prescribed by
the department except as provided in subsection 2.

d. Upon completion of every specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street
rod, or replica vehicle, the owner shall certify on a form prescribed by the department that
such vehicle is in compliance with all equipment specifications required under this chapter.

2. Where in the course of operation of a vehicle registered in another state it is desirable
to retain registration of said vehicle in such other state, such applicant need not surrender
but shall submit for inspection said evidence of such foreign registration and the treasurer
upon a proper showing shall register said vehicle in this state but shall not issue a certificate
of title for such vehicle.

3. In the event an applicant for registration of a foreign vehicle for which a certificate
of title has been issued is able to furnish evidence of being the registered owner of the
vehicle to the county treasurer of the owner’s residence, although unable to surrender such
certificate of title, the county treasurer may issue a registration receipt and plates upon
receipt of the required annual registration fee and the fee for new registration but shall not
issue a certificate of title thereto. Upon surrender of the certificate of title from the foreign
state, the county treasurer shall issue a certificate of title to the owner, or person entitled
thereto, of such vehicle as provided in this chapter. The owner of a vehicle registered under
this subsection shall not be required to obtain a certificate of title in this state and may
transfer ownership of the vehicle to a motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 322 or
an insurance carrier authorized to do business in this state if, at the time of the transfer, the
certificate of title is held by a secured party and the dealer or insurance carrier, as applicable,
has forwarded to the secured party the sum necessary to discharge the security interest
pursuant to section 321.48, subsection 1.

4. A vehicle which does not meet the equipment requirements of this chapter due to the
particular use for which it is designed or intended, may be registered by the department upon
payment of appropriate fees and after inspection and certification by the department that the
vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. A person is not required to have a certificate of title to
register a vehicle under this subsection. If the owner elects to have a certificate of title issued
for the vehicle, a fee of twenty dollars shall be paid by the person making the application
upon issuance of a certificate of title. If the department’s inspection reveals that the vehicle
may be safely operated only under certain conditions or on certain types of roadways, the
department may restrict the registration to limit operation of the vehicle to the appropriate
conditions or roadways. This subsection does not apply to snowmobiles as defined in section
321G.1. Section 321.382 does not apply to a vehicle registered under this subsection which is
operated exclusively by a person with a disability who has obtained a persons with disabilities
parking permit as provided in section 321L.2, if the persons with disabilities parking permit
is carried in or on the vehicle and shown to a peace officer on request.

[C39, §5001.07; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.23]
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83 Acts, ch 9, §4, 8; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §48; 88 Acts, ch 1158, §65; 89 Acts, ch 247, §3; 96 Acts,
ch 1171, §1; 97 Acts, ch 70, §2; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §5; 99 Acts, ch 13, §4; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §6;
2008 Acts, ch 1044, §5, 8; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §15, 21, 53; 2008 Acts, ch 1191, §127

[A change in fee amount in subsection 1, paragraph a, by 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §15,
inadvertently overwritten and omitted beginning with the 2009 Code Supplement through
Code 2023]

2019 Acts, ch 50, §14; 2022 Acts, ch 1027, §1

Referred to in §312.2, 321.30, 321.47, 321.52A, 321.67, 331.557

Surcharge imposed; §321.52A

Section not amended; editorial change applied and Code section history revised

321.23A Affidavit of correction.

When information is printed incorrectly on a certificate of title, application for certificate
of title, damage disclosure statement, or other document required for a title transfer or when
these documents contain an alteration or erasure, the county treasurer may accept a notarized
affidavit of correction. This section does not apply to an odometer certification statement. The
department shall consult with a representative of the Iowa state county treasurer’s association
and shall promulgate rules and adopt a standard affidavit form or forms to administer this
section.

2004 Acts, ch 1092, §1

Referred to in §331.557

321.24 Issuance of registration and certificate of title.

1. Upon receipt of the application for title and payment of the required fees for a motor
vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, the county treasurer or the department shall, when satisfied
as to the application’s genuineness and regularity, and, in the case of a mobile home or
manufactured home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 423 or 435, issue a certificate
of title and, except for a mobile home or manufactured home, a registration receipt, and
shall file the application, the manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate, the certificate of title,
or other evidence of ownership, as prescribed by the department. The registration receipt
shall be delivered to the owner and shall contain upon its face the date issued, the name and
address of the owner, the registration number assigned to the vehicle, the amount of the fee
paid, the type of fuel used, a description of the vehicle as determined by the department,
and a form for notice of transfer of the vehicle. The name and address of any lessee of the
vehicle shall not be printed on the registration receipt or certificate of title. Up to three
owners may be listed on the registration receipt and certificate of title.

2. The county treasurer shall maintain in the county record system information contained
on the registration receipt. The information shall be accessible by registration number and
shall be open for public inspection during reasonable business hours. Copies the department
requires shall be sent to the department in the manner and at the time the department directs.

3. The certificate of title shall contain upon its face the identical information required upon
the face of the registration receipt. In addition, the certificate of title shall contain a statement
of the owner'’s title, the title number assigned to the owner or owners of the vehicle, the name
and address of the previous owner, and a statement of all security interests and encumbrances
as shown in the application, upon the vehicle described, including the nature of the security
interest, date of perfection, and name and mailing address of the secured party.

4. 1If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was
rebuilt, the new certificate of title and registration receipt shall contain the designation
“REBUILT” printed on its face together with the name of the state issuing the prior title. The
designation shall be retained on the face of all subsequent certificates of title and registration
receipts for the vehicle.

5. If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was
junked, an Iowa junking certificate shall be issued according to section 321.52, subsections
2 and 3. If the prior certificate of title from another state indicates that the vehicle is
salvaged and not rebuilt or is a salvage certificate of title, an Iowa salvage certificate of
title shall be issued and a “SALVAGE” designation shall be retained on all subsequent Iowa
certificates of title and registration receipts for the vehicle, unless the owner has surrendered
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the prior certificate of title and a salvage theft examination certificate, as provided under
section 321.52, subsection 4, paragraph “c”, and the salvage theft examination certificate
was properly executed within thirty days of the date the owner was assigned the prior
certificate of title. The department may require that subsequent Iowa certificates of title
retain other states’ designations which indicate that a vehicle had incurred prior damage.
The department shall determine the manner in which other states’ rebuilt, salvage, or other
designations are to be indicated on Iowa titles.

6. If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was
returned to the manufacturer pursuant to a law of another state similar to chapter 322G, the
new registration receipt and certificate of title, and all subsequent registration receipts and
certificates of title issued for the vehicle, shall contain a designation indicating the vehicle
was returned to the manufacturer. The department shall determine the manner in which
other states’ designations are to be indicated on Iowa registration receipts and certificates
of title. The department may determine that a “REBUILT” or “SALVAGE” designation
supersedes the designation required by this subsection and include the “REBUILT” or
“SALVAGE” designation on the registration receipt and certificate of title in lieu of the
designation required by this subsection.

7. The certificate shall contain the name of the county treasurer or of the department and,
if the certificate of title is printed, the signature of the county treasurer, the deputy county
treasurer, or the department director or deputy designee. The certificate of title shall contain
upon the reverse side a form for assignment of title or interest and warranty by the owner,
for reassignments by a dealer licensed in this state or in another state if the state in which
the dealer is licensed permits Iowa licensed dealers to similarly reassign certificates of title.
However, titles for mobile homes or manufactured homes shall not be reassigned by licensed
dealers. Notwithstanding section 321.1, subsection 17, as used in this subsection, “dealer”
means every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging vehicles of a
type required to be registered under this chapter.

8. The original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner if there is no security
interest. Otherwise the certificate of title shall be delivered by the county treasurer or the
department to the person holding the first security interest. Delivery may be made using
electronic means.

9. The county treasurer or the department shall maintain in the county or department
records system information contained on the certificate of title. The information shall be
accessible by title certificate number for a period of three years from the date of notification
of cancellation of title or that a new title has been issued as provided in this chapter. Copies
the department requires shall be sent to the department in the manner and at the time the
department directs. The department shall designate a uniform system of title numbers to
indicate the county of issuance.

10. A vehicle shall be registered for the registration year. A vehicle registered for the first
time in this state shall be registered for the remaining unexpired months of the registration
year and pay an annual registration fee prorated for the remaining unexpired months of the
registration year plus a fee for new registration if applicable pursuant to section 321.105A.
Except for a vehicle registered under chapter 326, a vehicle registered for the first time during
the eleventh month of the owner’s registration year may be registered for the remaining
unexpired months of the registration year as provided in this subsection or for the remaining
unexpired months of the registration year and for the next registration year, upon payment
of the applicable registration fees.

11. If the county treasurer or department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the
vehicle or that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, or a junking certificate
has been issued for the vehicle but a certificate of title will not be reissued under section
321.52, subsection 3, and the vehicle qualifies as an antique vehicle under section 321.115,
subsection 1, the county treasurer or department may register the vehicle but shall, as a
condition of issuing a certificate of title and registration receipt, require the applicant to
file with the department a bond in the form prescribed by the department and executed by
the applicant, and either accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department or also
executed by a person authorized to conduct a surety business in this state. The owner of a
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vehicle subject to the bond requirements of this subsection shall apply for a certificate of title
and registration for the vehicle at the county treasurer’s office within thirty days of issuance
of written authorization from the department. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one
and one-half times the current value of the vehicle as determined by the department and
conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and secured party and any subsequent purchaser
of the vehicle or person acquiring any security interest in it, and their respective successors
in interest, against any expense, loss, or damage, including reasonable attorney fees, by
reason of the issuance of the certificate of title for the vehicle or on account of any defect
in or undisclosed security interest upon the right, title, and interest of the applicant in and
to the vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to recover on the bond for
any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall
not exceed the amount of the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it, shall be
returned at the end of three years or earlier if the vehicle is no longer registered in this
state and the currently valid certificate of title is surrendered to the department, unless the
department has been notified of the pendency of an action to recover on the bond. The
department may authorize issuance of a certificate of title as provided in this subsection for
a vehicle with an unreleased security interest upon presentation of satisfactory evidence that
the security interest has been extinguished or that the holder of the security interest cannot
be located to release the security interest as provided in section 321.50.

12. A person who violates this section commits a simple misdemeanor punishable as a
scheduled violation under section 805.8A, subsection 2, paragraph “b”.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4873; C39, §5001.08; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.24;
82 Acts, ch 1251, §8]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §3, 38; 87 Acts, ch 108, §2; 87 Acts, ch 130, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1089, §3; 89
Acts, ch 185, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1116, §1; 91 Acts, ch 142, §1; 92 Acts, ch 1104, §2; 94 Acts, ch
1199, §77; 95 Acts, ch 45, §1; 99 Acts, ch 188, §4; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §42, 47; 2000 Acts, ch
1028, §1, 4; 2000 Acts, ch 1047, §1, 4; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2003 Acts, 1st Ex, ch 2, §164,
205; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §5, 35; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §7, 8; 2006 Acts, ch 1070, §4; 2007 Acts, ch
143, §8; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §6; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §564; 2009 Acts, ch 41, §113; 2010 Acts, ch

1140, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §73; 2016 Acts, ch 1098, §31; 2020 Acts, ch 1074, §31, 93
Referred to in §321.46, 321.52, 321.69, 321.152, 331.557, 805.8A(2) (b)
Certain trailers exempt, see §321.123

321.25 Application for registration and title — cards attached.

1. A vehicle may be operated upon the highways of this state without registration plates
for a period of forty-five days after the date of delivery of the vehicle to the purchaser from a
dealer if a card bearing the words “registration applied for” is attached on the rear of the
vehicle. The card shall have plainly stamped or stenciled the registration number of the
dealer from whom the vehicle was purchased and the date of delivery of the vehicle. In
addition, a dealer licensed to sell new motor vehicles may attach the card to a new motor
vehicle delivered by the dealer to the purchaser even if the vehicle was purchased from an
out-of-state dealer and the card shall bear the registration number of the dealer that delivered
the vehicle. A dealer shall not issue a card to a person known to the dealer to be in possession
of registration plates which may be attached to the vehicle. A dealer shall not issue a card
unless an application for registration and certificate of title has been made by the purchaser
and a receipt issued to the purchaser of the vehicle showing the fee paid by the person making
the application. Dealers’ records shall indicate the agency to which the fee is sent and the
date the fee is sent. The dealer shall forward the application by the purchaser to the county
treasurer or state office within thirty calendar days from the date of delivery of the vehicle.
However, if the vehicle is subject to a security interest and has been offered for sale pursuant
to section 321.48, subsection 1, the dealer shall forward the application by the purchaser to
the county treasurer or state office within thirty calendar days from the date of the delivery
of the vehicle to the purchaser.

2. The department shall, upon request by any dealer, furnish “registration applied for”
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cards free of charge. Only cards furnished by the department shall be used. Only one card
shall be issued in accordance with this subsection for each vehicle purchased.

[S13, §1571-m10; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4880; C39, §5001.09; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
§321.25; C77, §321.25 - 321.27; C79, 81, §321.25]

83 Acts, ch 82, §1; 93 Acts, ch 47, §1; 97 Acts, ch 108, §4; 99 Acts, ch 13, §5; 2000 Acts, ch
1016, §3

Referred to in §321.46, 331.557, 805.8A(2)(c)
For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.26 Multiple registration periods and adjustments.

1. There are established twelve registration periods for the registration of vehicles by the
county treasurer. Each registration period shall commence on the first day of each calendar
month following the month of the birth of the owner of the vehicle and end on the last day of
the twelfth month.

2. The county treasurer may adjust the renewal or expiration date of vehicles registered
in the county when deemed necessary to equalize the number of vehicles registered in each
twelve-month period or for the administrative efficiency of the county treasurer’s office.
The adjustment shall be accomplished by delivery of a written notice to the vehicle owner of
the adjustment and allowance of a credit for the remaining months of the unused portion
of the annual registration fee, rounded to the nearest whole dollar, which amount shall be
deducted from the annual registration fee due at the time of registration. Upon receipt
of the notification the owner shall, within thirty days, surrender the registration card and
registration plates to a county treasurer, except that the registration plates shall not be
surrendered if validation stickers or other emblems are used to designate the month and
year of expiration of registration. Upon payment of the annual registration fee, less the
credit allowed for the remaining months of the unused portion of the annual registration
fee, the county treasurer of the county where the vehicle is registered shall issue a new
registration card and registration plates, validation stickers, or emblems which indicate the
month and year of expiration of registration.

3. Except for motor trucks or truck tractors registered by the county treasurer pursuant
to sections 321.120, 321.121, and 321.122, vehicles subject to registration which are owned by
a person other than a natural person shall be registered for a registration year as determined
by the county treasurer.

82 Acts, ch 1062, §34, 38; 83 Acts, ch 24, §8, 12; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §55; 2013 Acts, ch 103,
§7; 2021 Acts, ch 38, §1

Referred to in §331.557

321.27 Implementation of twelve-month registration period. Repealed by 97 Acts, ch
108, §49.

321.28 Failure to register.

If the owner of a vehicle fails to register the vehicle under the provisions of this chapter,
the treasurer shall withhold the registration of the vehicle for any period or periods for which
it appears that registration should have been made, until the fee for the period or periods is
paid.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4870; C39, §5001.12; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.28]

2023 Acts, ch 66, §69
Referred to in §321.101, 331.557
Section amended

321.29 Renewal not permitted.
Any vehicle that was once registered in the state, but which was removed from and no
longer subject to registration in this state, shall, upon being returned to this state and
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becoming again subject to registration, be registered again in accordance with section
321.20.
[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4876; C39, §5001.13; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.29]
2023 Acts, ch 66, §70

Referred to in §331.557
Section amended

321.30 Grounds for refusing registration or title.

1. The department or the county treasurer shall refuse registration and issuance of a
certificate of title or any transfer of title and registration upon any of the following grounds:

a. That the application contains any false or fraudulent statement or that the applicant
has failed to furnish required information or reasonable additional information requested by
the department or that the applicant is not entitled to registration and issuance of a certificate
of title of the vehicle under this chapter.

b. That the vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved upon the
highways, providing such condition is revealed by a member of this department, or any peace
officer.

c. That the department or the county treasurer has reasonable ground to believe that the
vehicle is a stolen or embezzled vehicle or that the granting of registration and issuance of a
certificate of title would constitute a fraud against the rightful owner.

d. Thatthe registration of the vehicle stands suspended or revoked, or the person applying
for registration is prohibited from registering a motor vehicle, for any reason as provided in
the motor vehicle laws of this state, except that the department and the county treasurer shall
not refuse registration and issuance of a certificate of title or transfer of title as provided in
section 321A.5 or 321A.17, or in accordance with rules adopted by the department.

e. That the required registration fees have not been paid except as provided in section
321.48.

f. For a vehicle subject only to a certificate of title or a manufactured home, that the
required use tax has not been paid.

g. Ifapplication for registration and certificate of title for a new vehicle is not accompanied
by a manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate duly assigned.

h. If application for a transfer of registration and issuance of a certificate of title for a used
vehicle registered in this state is not accompanied by a certificate of title duly assigned.

i. If application and supporting documents are insufficient to authorize the issuance of a
certificate of title as provided by this chapter, except that an initial registration or transfer of
registration may be issued as provided in section 321.23.

j. Inthe case of a mobile home or manufactured home, that taxes are owing under chapter
435 for a previous year.

k. In the case of a mobile home or manufactured home converted from real estate, real
estate taxes which are delinquent.

. If a commercial motor vehicle has been assigned to be operated by a commercial motor
carrier whose ability to operate has been terminated or denied by a federal agency.

m. Ifthe applicant is under eighteen years of age, unless the applicant has an Iowa driver’s
license or the application is being made by more than one applicant and one of the applicants
is at least eighteen years of age.

2. a. Unless otherwise provided for in this chapter, the department or the county
treasurer shall refuse registration and issuance of a certificate of title unless the vehicle
bears a manufacturer’s label pursuant to 49 C.FR. pt. 567 certifying that the vehicle meets
federal motor vehicle safety standards.

b. A military vehicle, other than a vehicle that runs on continuous tracks or wheels and
tracks, that was originally manufactured for and sold directly to the armed forces of the
United States in conformity with contractual specifications, as provided in 49 C.FR. §571.7,
may be registered and issued a certificate of title if the owner provides satisfactory evidence
to the department that the vehicle is substantially in compliance with federal motor vehicle
safety standards. The department may adopt rules as necessary concerning the registration
and titling of military vehicles in accordance with this chapter.
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3. The department or the county treasurer shall refuse registration of a vehicle if the
applicant for registration of the vehicle has failed to pay the required annual registration fee
or the fee for new registration of any vehicle owned or previously owned when the fee was
required to be paid by the applicant, and for which vehicle the registration was suspended
or revoked under section 321.101, subsection 1, paragraph “d”, or section 321.101A, until the
fee is paid together with any accrued penalties.

[C39, §5001.14; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.30; 82 Acts, ch 1164, §1,
ch 1251, §9]

85 Acts, ch 98, §3; 87 Acts, ch 108, §3 - 5; 95 Acts, ch 55, §4; 95 Acts, ch 194, §2, 12; 99 Acts,
ch 188, §5; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §4, 5; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §245; 2006
Acts, ch 1068, §10, 41; 2007 Acts, ch 126, §53; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §7, 8; 2008 Acts, ch 1113,

§56, 57; 2012 Acts, ch 1091, §1; 2023 Acts, ch 67, §1
Referred to in §321.101, 331.557
See also §321.40
Subsection 1, paragraph d amended

321.31 Records system.

A state and county records system shall be maintained in the following manner:

1. State records system.

a. The department shall install and maintain a records system which shall contain the
name and address of the vehicle owner, current and previous registration number, vehicle
identification number, make, model, style, date of purchase, registration certificate number,
maximum gross weight, weight, list price or value of the vehicle as fixed by the department,
fees paid and date of payment. The records system shall also contain a record of the certificate
of title including such information as the department deems necessary. The information to
be kept in the records system shall be entered within forty-eight hours after receipt insofar as
is practical. The records system shall constitute the permanent record of ownership of each
vehicle titled under the laws of this state.

b. The department may make photostatic, microfilm, or other photographic copies of
certificates of title, registration receipts, or other records, reports or documents which are
required to be retained by the department. When copies have been made, the department
may destroy the original records in such manner as prescribed by the director. The
photostatic, microfilm, or other photographic copies, when no longer of use, may be
destroyed in the manner prescribed by the director, subject to the approval of the state
records commission. Photostatic, microfilm, or other photographic copies of records shall be
admissible in evidence when duly certified and authenticated by the officer having custody
and control of the copies of records. Records of vehicle certificates of title may be destroyed
seven years after the date of issue.

c. The director shall maintain a records system of delinquent accounts owed to the state
using information provided through the computerized data bank established in section
421.17. The department and county treasurers shall use the information maintained in
the records system to determine if applicants for renewal of registration have delinquent
accounts, charges, fees, loans, taxes, or other indebtedness owed to or being collected by
the state as provided pursuant to section 421.65. The director and the director of revenue
shall establish procedures for updating the delinquent accounts records to add and remove
accounts, as applicable.

2. County records system.

a. Each county treasurer’s office shall maintain a county records system for vehicle
registration and certificate of title documents. The records system shall consist of
information from the certificate of title, including the date of perfection and cancellation of
security interests, and information from the registration receipt. The information shall be
maintained in a manner approved by the department.

b. Records of vehicle certificates of title for vehicles that are delinquent for five or more
consecutive years may be destroyed by the county treasurer. Automated files, optical disks,
microfiche records, and photostatic, microfilm or other photographic copies of records shall
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be admissible in evidence when duly certified and authenticated by the officer having custody
and control of the records.

[S13, §1571-m2; C24, 27, 31, 35, §56010; C39, §5001.15; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §321.31]

89 Acts, ch 185, §2; 95 Acts, ch 194, §3, 12; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §246; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §6,
35; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §14, 28; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74

Referred to in §331.557

2020 amendment to subsection 1, paragraph c, is effective on the date of rules adopted by the department of revenue to implement
2020 Acts, ch 1064, see 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §28; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74; the Code editor received notice that the system designed to
implement the setoff procedures established in 2020 Acts, ch 1064, and the accompanying rules, will be operational on November 13, 2023;
rules governing transition, see 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §72

Subsection 1, paragraph ¢ amended

321.32 Registration card carried and exhibited — exception.

1. Avehicle’s registration card shall at all times be carried in the vehicle to which it refers
and shall be shown to any peace officer upon the officer’s request.

2. This section shall not apply when the registration card is being used for the purpose
of making application for renewal of registration or upon a transfer of registration for that
vehicle.

[S13, §1571-m11; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4879; C39, §5001.16; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.32]

91 Acts, ch 27, §1; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §89
Referred to in §331.557, 805.8A(2) (d)
For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.33 Exception. Repealed by 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §140. See §321.32.

321.34 Plates or validation sticker furnished — retained by owner — special plates.

1. Plates issued. The county treasurer upon receiving application, accompanied by
proper fee, for registration of a vehicle shall issue to the owner one registration plate for
a motorcycle, motorized bicycle, autocycle, truck tractor, trailer, or semitrailer and two
registration plates for every other motor vehicle. The registration plates, including special
registration plates, shall be assigned to the owner of a vehicle. When the owner of a
registered vehicle transfers or assigns ownership of the vehicle to another person, the owner
shall remove the registration plates from the vehicle. The owner shall forward the plates to a
county treasurer or the owner may have the plates assigned to another vehicle within thirty
days after transfer, upon payment of the fees required by law. The owner shall immediately
affix registration plates retained by the owner to another vehicle owned or acquired by the
owner, providing the owner complies with section 321.46. The department shall adopt rules
providing for the assignment of registration plates to the transferee of a vehicle for which a
credit is allowed under section 321.46, subsection 6.

2. Validation stickers.

a. Inlieu of issuing new registration plates each registration year for a vehicle renewing
registration, the department may reassign the registration plates previously issued to the
vehicle and may adopt and prescribe an annual validation sticker indicating payment of
annual registration fees. The department shall issue one validation sticker for each set
of registration plates. The sticker shall specify the month and year of expiration of the
registration plates. The sticker shall be displayed only on the rear registration plate, except
that the sticker shall be displayed on the front registration plate of a truck tractor.

b. The state department of transportation shall adopt rules to provide for the placement
of the motor vehicle registration validation sticker.

3. Radio operators plates. The owner of an automobile, motorcycle, trailer, or motor
truck who holds an amateur radio license issued by the federal communications commission
may, upon written application to the county treasurer accompanied by a fee of five dollars,
order special registration plates bearing the call letters authorized the radio station covered
by the person’s amateur radio license. When received by the county treasurer, such special
registration plates shall be issued to the applicant in exchange for the registration plates
previously issued to the person. Not more than one set of special registration plates may be
issued to an applicant. Said fee shall be in addition to and not in lieu of the fee for regular
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registration plates. Special registration plates must be surrendered upon expiration of the
owner’s amateur radio license and the owner shall thereupon be entitled to the owner’s
regular registration plates. The county treasurer shall validate special plates in the same
manner as regular registration plates, upon payment of five dollars in addition to the regular
annual registration fee.

4. Permanentplates. Inlieu of issuing annual registration plates for trailers, semitrailers,
motor trucks, and truck tractors, the department may issue a permanent registration plate
for trailers, semitrailers, motor trucks, and truck tractors licensed under chapter 326, upon
payment of the appropriate registration fee. Payment of fees for trailers and semitrailers
for a permanent registration plate shall, at the option of the registrant, be made at five-year
intervals or on an annual basis. Fees from five-year payments shall not be reduced or
prorated. Payment of fees for motor trucks and truck tractors shall be made on an annual
basis.

5. Personalized registration plates.

a. Upon application and the payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars, the director may issue
to the owner of a motor vehicle registered in this state or a trailer or travel trailer registered
in this state, personalized registration plates marked with up to seven initials, letters,
or combination of numerals and letters requested by the owner. However, personalized
registration plates for autocycles, motorcycles, and motorized bicycles shall be marked with
no more than six initials, letters, or combinations of numerals and letters. Upon receipt of
the personalized registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the regular registration
plates to the county treasurer. The fee for issuance of the personalized registration plates
shall be in addition to the regular annual registration fee.

b. The county treasurer shall validate personalized registration plates in the same manner
as regular registration plates are validated under this section at an annual fee of five dollars in
addition to the regular annual registration fee. A person renewing a personalized registration
plate within one month following the time requirements under section 321.40 may renew the
personalized plate without paying the additional registration fee under paragraph “a” but
shall pay the five-dollar fee in addition to the regular annual registration fee and any penalties
subject to regular registration plate holders for late renewal.

c. The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid to the treasurer of
state and credited by the treasurer of state as provided in section 321.145.

6. Sample vehicle registration plates. Vehicle registration plates displaying the general
design of regular registration plates, with the word “sample” displayed on the plate, may be
furnished to any person upon payment of a fee of three dollars, except that such plates may
be furnished to governmental agencies without cost. Sample registration plates shall not be
attached to a vehicle moved on the highways of this state.

7. Collegiate plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue to the owner of
a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection 1, motor truck, motor
home, multipurpose vehicle, trailer over two thousand pounds, or travel trailer registered in
this state, collegiate registration plates created pursuant to this subsection. Upon receipt of
the collegiate registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the regular registration plates
to the county treasurer.

b. Collegiate registration plates shall be designed for each of the three state universities.
The collegiate registration plates shall be designated as follows:

(1) The letters “ISU” followed by a four-digit number all in cardinal on a gold background
for Iowa state university of science and technology.

(2) The letters “UNI” followed by a four-digit number all in purple on a gold background
for the university of northern Iowa.

(3) The letters “UI” followed by a four-digit number all in black on a gold background for
the state university of Iowa.

(4) In lieu of the letter-number designation provided under subparagraphs (1) through
3), the collegiate registration plates may be designated in the manner provided for
personalized registration plates under subsection 5, paragraph “a”, in the colors designated
for the respective universities under subparagraphs (1) through (3).
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c. (1) The fees for a collegiate registration plate are as follows:

(@) A registration fee of twenty-five dollars.

(b) A special collegiate registration fee of twenty-five dollars.

(2) These fees are in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The fees collected
by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and
deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall credit monthly from the
statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to Iowa state university
of science and technology, the university of northern Iowa, and the state university of Iowa
respectively, the amount of the special collegiate registration fees collected in the previous
month for collegiate registration plates designed for the university. The moneys credited are
appropriated to the respective universities to be used for scholarships for students attending
the universities.

d. The county treasurer shall validate collegiate registration plates in the same manner as
regular registration plates are validated under this section at an annual fee of five dollars in
addition to the regular annual registration fee.

e. A collegiate registration plate shall not be issued if its combination of alphanumeric
characters are identical to those contained on a current personalized registration plate
issued under subsection 5. However, the owner of a motor vehicle who has a personalized
registration plate issued for the motor vehicle may, after proper application and payment of
fees, be issued a collegiate registration plate containing the same alphanumeric characters
as those on the personalized plate. Upon receipt of the collegiate registration plates, the
owner shall surrender the personalized registration plates to the county treasurer.

7A. Collegiate plates — Private four-year colleges and universities.

a. Upon application by a private four-year college or university located in this state and
payment of the initial set-up costs for establishing the collegiate plate, the department, in
consultation with the college or university, may design a special collegiate registration plate
displaying the colors associated with the college or university.

b. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue to the owner of
a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection 1, motor truck, motor
home, multipurpose vehicle, trailer over two thousand pounds, or travel trailer registered in
this state, collegiate registration plates created pursuant to this subsection. The fee for the
issuance of collegiate registration plates is twenty-five dollars, which fee is in addition to
the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. An applicant may obtain a personalized
collegiate registration plate upon payment of the additional fee for a personalized plate as
provided in subsection 5 in addition to the collegiate plate fee and the regular registration fee.
The county treasurer shall validate collegiate registration plates issued under this subsection
in the same manner as regular registration plates, upon payment of five dollars in addition
to the regular annual registration fee. Upon receipt of the collegiate registration plates, the
applicant shall surrender the regular registration plates to the county treasurer.

c. A personalized collegiate registration plate shall not be issued if its combination
of alphanumeric characters are identical to those contained on a current personalized
registration plate issued under subsection 5. However, the owner of a motor vehicle
who has a personalized registration plate issued for the motor vehicle may, after proper
application and payment of fees, be issued a collegiate registration plate containing the same
alphanumeric characters as those on the personalized plate. Upon receipt of the collegiate
registration plates, the owner shall surrender the personalized registration plates to the
county treasurer.

8. Medal of honor plates.

a. The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection
1, autocycle, motorcycle, trailer, or motor truck who has been awarded the medal of honor
may, upon written application to the department, order special registration plates which
shall be red, white, and blue in color and shall bear an emblem of the medal of honor
and an identifying number. Each applicant applying for special registration plates under
this subsection may order only one set of registration plates under this subsection. The
application is subject to approval by the department and the special registration plates shall
be issued at no charge to the applicant in exchange for the registration plates previously
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issued to the person. A person who is issued special plates under this subsection is exempt
from payment of any annual registration fee for the motor vehicle bearing the special plates.
The department shall validate the special plates in the same manner as regular registration
plates are validated under this section. The department shall not issue special registration
plates until service organizations in the state have furnished the department either the
special dies or the cost of the special dies necessary for the manufacture of the special
registration plate.

b. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use the special plates subject to registration of the special plates in the
surviving spouse’s name. If the surviving spouse remarries, the surviving spouse shall return
the special plates to the department and the department shall issue regular registration plates
to the surviving spouse.

8A. Ex-prisoner of war special plates.

a. The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection
1, autocycle, motorcycle, trailer, or motor truck who was a prisoner of war during a time
of military conflict may, upon written application to the department, order only one set of
special registration plates with an ex-prisoner of war processed emblem. The emblem shall
be designed by the department in cooperation with the adjutant general and shall signify that
the owner was a prisoner of war as described in this subsection. The application is subject
to approval by the department, in consultation with the adjutant general. The special plates
shall be issued at no charge and are subject to an annual registration fee of fifteen dollars. The
county treasurer shall validate the special plates in the same manner as regular registration
plates are validated under this section.

b. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the
special plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual registration
fee. If the surviving spouse remarries, the surviving spouse shall return the special plates
to the department and the department shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving
spouse.

9. Leased vehicles. Registration plates under this section, including disabled veteran
plates specified in section 321.105, may be issued to the lessee of a motor vehicle if the lessee
provides evidence of a lease for a period of more than sixty days and if the lessee complies
with the requirements, under this section, for issuance of the specific registration plates.

10. Fire fighter plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who is a current or retired member of a
paid or volunteer fire department may, upon written application to the department, order
special registration plates, designed by the department in cooperation with representatives
designated by the Iowa fire fighters’ associations, which signify that the applicant is a
current or retired member of a paid or volunteer fire department.

b. The application shall be approved by the department in consultation with
representatives designated by the Iowa fire fighters’ associations, and the special registration
plates shall be issued to the applicant in exchange for the registration plates previously
issued to the person. An applicant who is the owner of a business-trade truck or special
truck shall not be issued special fire fighter registration plates for more than one vehicle.
The fee for the special plates is twenty-five dollars which shall be paid in addition to the
regular annual registration fee. The department shall validate the special plates in the same
manner as regular registration plates are validated under this section at the regular annual
registration fee.

c. The special fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly
to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state
shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145,
subsection 2, to the Paul Ryan memorial fire fighter safety training fund created pursuant to
section 100B.12 the amount of the special fees collected in the previous month for the fire
fighter plates.

d. For purposes of this subsection, a person is considered to be retired if the person
is recognized by the chief of the fire department where the individual served, and on
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record, as officially retired from the fire department. Special registration plates with a fire
fighter emblem shall be surrendered, as provided in subsection 12, in exchange for regular
registration plates upon termination of the motor vehicle owner’s membership in the paid or
volunteer fire department, unless the person is a retired member in good standing.

10A. Emergency medical services plates.

a. The owner of a motor vehicle referred to in subsection 12 who is a current member
of a paid or volunteer emergency medical services agency may, upon written application to
the department, order special registration plates, designed by the department in cooperation
with representatives designated by the Iowa emergency medical services association, which
plates signify that the applicant is a current member of a paid or volunteer emergency medical
services agency. The application shall be approved by the department, in consultation with
representatives designated by the Iowa emergency medical services association, and the
special registration plates shall be issued to the applicant in exchange for the registration
plates previously issued to the person. The fee for the special plates is twenty-five dollars
which is in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The department shall validate
the special plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section at the regular annual registration fee.

b. The special fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly
to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state
shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145,
subsection 2, to the emergency medical services fund created in section 135.25 the amount of
the special fees collected in the previous month for issuance of emergency medical services
plates.

11. Natural resources plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue natural
resources plates to the owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109,
subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer,
or travel trailer.

b. Natural resources plates shall be designed by the department in cooperation with the
department of natural resources which design shall include on the plate the name of the
county where the vehicle is registered.

c. (1) The special natural resources fee for letter-number designated natural resources
plates is forty-five dollars. The fee for personalized natural resources plates is forty-five
dollars which shall be paid in addition to the special natural resources fee of forty-five dollars.
The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly to the treasurer
of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall credit monthly
from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the Iowa
resources enhancement and protection fund created pursuant to section 455A.18, the amount
of the special natural resources fees collected in the previous month for the natural resources
plates.

(2) From the moneys credited to the Iowa resources enhancement and protection fund
under subparagraph (1), ten dollars of the fee collected for each natural resources plate
issued, and fifteen dollars from each renewal fee, shall be allocated to the department of
natural resources wildlife bureau to be used for nongame wildlife programs.

d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under
this section. The annual special natural resources fee for letter-number designated plates is
twenty-five dollars which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The
annual fee for personalized natural resources plates is five dollars which shall be paid in
addition to the annual special natural resources fee and the regular annual registration fee.
The annual special natural resources fee shall be credited as provided under paragraph “c”.

11A. Love our kids plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue “love our
kids” plates to the owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109,
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subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer,
or travel trailer.

b. Love our kids plates shall be designed by the department in cooperation with the
department of health and human services.

c. The special fee for letter-number designated love our kids plates is thirty-five dollars.
The fee for personalized love our kids plates is twenty-five dollars, which shall be paid in
addition to the special love our kids fee of thirty-five dollars. The fees collected by the director
under this subsection shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road
use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund
created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the department of health and human services
the amount of the special fees collected in the previous month for the love our kids plates.
Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys transferred under this subsection shall not revert to
the general fund of the state.

d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section. The annual special love our kids fee for letter-number designated plates is ten dollars,
which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The annual fee for
personalized love our kids plates is five dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the annual
special love our kids fee and the regular annual registration fee. The annual love our kids fee
shall be credited as provided under paragraph “c”.

11B. Motorcycle rider education plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue “motorcycle
rider education” plates to the owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section
321.109, subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle,
trailer, or travel trailer.

b. Motorcycle rider education plates shall be designed by the department.

c. The special fee for letter-number designated motorcycle rider education plates is
thirty-five dollars. The fee for personalized motorcycle rider education plates is twenty-five
dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the special motorcycle rider education fee of
thirty-five dollars. The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid
monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer
of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section
321.145, subsection 2, to the department for use in accordance with section 321.179, the
amount of the special fees collected in the previous month for the motorcycle rider education
plates.

d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section. The annual special motorcycle rider education fee for letter-number designated
plates is ten dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee.
The annual fee for personalized motorcycle rider education plates is five dollars, which shall
be paid in addition to the annual special motorcycle rider education fee and the regular
annual registration fee. The annual motorcycle rider education fee shall be credited as
provided under paragraph “c”.

11C. Blackout plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue blackout plates
to the owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection
1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, or travel
trailer.

b. Blackout plates shall be designed by the department. A blackout plate’s background
shall be black, and the plate’s letters and numbers shall be white.

c. The special blackout fee for letter-number designated blackout plates is thirty-five
dollars. An applicant may obtain personalized blackout plates upon payment of the fee for
personalized plates as provided in subsection 5, which is in addition to the special blackout
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fee. The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly to the
treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund.

d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section. The annual special blackout fee for letter-number designated plates is ten dollars
which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The annual fee for
personalized blackout plates is five dollars which shall be paid in addition to the annual
special blackout fee and the regular annual registration fee. The annual special blackout
fee shall be credited as provided under paragraph “c”.

e. The department shall not condition the issuance of blackout plates on the receipt of any
number of orders for blackout plates.

11D. Flying our colors plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue flying our
colors plates to the owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109,
subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer,
or travel trailer.

b. Flying our colors plates shall be designed by the department. Flying our colors plates
shall be navy along the top and red along the bottom, and contain a white space in the middle
of the plate which shall include the plate’s letters and numbers in black and a gray image of
a bald eagle behind the plate’s letters and numbers.

c. (1) The special flying our colors fee for letter-number designated flying our colors
plates is thirty-five dollars. An applicant may obtain personalized flying our colors plates
upon payment of the fee for personalized plates as provided in subsection 5, which is in
addition to the special fee. The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be
paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund.

(2) The treasurer of state shall credit monthly from the statutory allocations fund created
under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the flood mitigation fund created under section 418.10,
the amount of the special fees collected in the previous month for flying our colors plates.

d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section. The annual special flying our colors fee for letter-number designated flying our colors
plates is ten dollars which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee.
The annual fee for personalized flying our colors plates is five dollars which shall be paid in
addition to the annual special flying our colors fee and the regular annual registration fee.
The annual special flying our colors fee shall be credited as provided under paragraph “c”.

12. Special registration plates — general provisions.

a. The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration pursuant to section 321.109,
subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer,
or travel trailer may, upon written application to the department, order special registration
plates with a distinguishing processed emblem as authorized by this section or as approved
by the department. The fee for the issuance of special registration plates is twenty-five
dollars for each vehicle, unless otherwise provided by this section, which fee is in addition to
the regular annual registration fee. The county treasurer shall validate special registration
plates with a distinguishing processed emblem in the same manner as regular registration
plates, upon payment of five dollars in addition to the regular annual registration fee.

b. Upon receipt of a special registration plate with a distinguishing processed emblem as
authorized by this section or as approved by the department, the applicant shall surrender
the regular registration plates to the county treasurer. An applicant no longer eligible for a
special registration plate shall surrender the special vehicle registration plates to the county
treasurer for issuance of regular registration plates.

c. An applicant may, upon payment of the additional fee for a personalized plate as
provided in subsection 5, obtain a personalized special registration plate with a processed
emblem. Personalized plates authorized by this section with the processed emblem shall be
limited to no more than five initials, letters, or combinations of numerals and letters.
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d. A special registration plate issued for a motorcycle, autocycle, or motorized bicycle
under this section shall be designated in the manner provided for personalized registration
plates under subsection 5, paragraph “a”.

12A. Special registration plates — armed forces services.

a. An owner of a vehicle referred to in subsection 12 who applies for any type of special
registration plates associated with service in the United States armed forces shall be issued
one set of the special registration plates at no charge, but shall be subject to the annual
registration fee of fifteen dollars, if the owner is eligible for, but has relinquished to the
department or the county treasurer or has not been issued, ex-prisoner of war or legion of
merit special registration plates under this section.

b. An owner of a vehicle referred to in subsection 12 who applies for any type of special
registration plates associated with service in the United States armed forces shall be issued
one set of the special registration plates at no charge and subject to no annual registration
fee if the owner is eligible for, but has relinquished to the department or the county treasurer
or has not been issued, medal of honor registration plates under subsection 8 or disabled
veteran registration plates under section 321.105.

c. The owner shall provide the appropriate information regarding the owner’s eligibility
for any of the special registration plates described in paragraph “a” or “b”, and regarding
the owner’s eligibility for the special registration plates for which the owner has applied, as
required by the department.

d. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use the special plates subject to registration of the special plates in the
surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the same annual registration fee, if applicable.
If the surviving spouse remarries, the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the
department and the department shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

13. Special plates displaying organization decal.

a. (1) The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration pursuant to section 321.109,
subsection 1, autocycle, motor truck, motor home, multipurpose vehicle, motorcycle, trailer,
or travel trailer may upon request be issued special registration plates that contain a space
reserved for the placement of an organization decal. If the special plates are requested at the
time of initial application for registration and certificate of title for the vehicle, no special plate
fee is required other than the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the special
plates are requested as replacement plates, the owner shall surrender the current regular
or special registration plates in exchange for the special plates and shall pay a replacement
plate fee of five dollars. The county treasurer shall validate special plates with an organization
decal in the same manner as regular plates, upon payment of the annual registration fee.

(2) An applicant may obtain a personalized special registration plate with space reserved
for an organization decal, subject to the additional fees for a personalized plate as provided
in subsection 5. Personalized plates with space reserved for an organization decal shall be
limited to no more than five initials, letters, or combinations of numerals and letters.

b. (1) An organization may apply to the department for approval to issue a decal to be
displayed on vehicle registration plates. To qualify for such approval, an organization shall
meet the following requirements:

(@) The primary activity or interest of the organization serves the community, contributes
to the welfare of others, and is not discriminatory in its purpose, nature, activity, or name.

(b) The name and purpose of the organization do not promote any specific product or
brand name that is provided for sale.

(©) The organization is a nonprofit corporation which is exempt from taxation under
section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is organized under the laws of this state
or authorized to do business within this state.

(2) The department may accept an application for a decal design from a group of nonprofit
organizations with a common purpose, provided that each organization within the group
meets the requirements for a qualifying organization established by the department under
this subsection.

c. An organization desiring to issue a decal shall submit an application to the department
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on a form to be provided by the department. Along with the application, the organization
shall furnish to the department all of the following;:

(1) A copy of the articles of incorporation for the organization.

(2) A copy of the charter or by-laws for the organization.

(3) Any Internal Revenue Service rulings concerning the organization’s nonprofit tax
exemption status.

(4) A color copy of the completed decal design.

(®) Aclear and concise explanation of the purpose of the decal, all eligibility requirements
for purchasing the decal, and fees to be charged for the decal.

(6) Certification by the person who has legal rights to the decal design allowing use of the
design.

(7) Any other information required by the department.

d. The department shall consider a proposed decal design based upon criteria established
by the department, which shall include but not be limited to the following:

(1) A decal shall not promote a specific religion, faith, or anti-religious sentiment.

(2) A decal shall not have any sexual connotation and shall not be vulgar, prejudiced,
hostile, insulting, or racially or ethnically degrading.

e. Upon approval by the department of an organization’s application to issue a decal
and approval of the design of the decal, the organization is responsible for the production,
administration, and issuance of the decal. An organization shall not issue a decal that has
not been approved by the department or alter the approved design of a decal without the
department’s approval.

f. A person shall not display a decal on a vehicle registration plate other than a decal
approved by the department.

g. The department may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A as necessary to implement
this subsection.

14. Persons with disabilities special plates. An owner referred to in subsection 12 or an
owner of a trailer used to transport a wheelchair who is a person with a disability, or who is
the parent or guardian of a child who resides with the parent or guardian owner and who
is a person with a disability, as defined in section 321L.1, may, upon written application to
the department, order special registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed
emblem designed by the department bearing the international symbol of accessibility. The
special registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed emblem shall only
be issued if the application is accompanied with a statement from a physician licensed
under chapter 148 or 149, a physician assistant licensed under chapter 148C, an advanced
registered nurse practitioner licensed under chapter 152, a chiropractor licensed under
chapter 151, an occupational therapist licensed under chapter 148B, or a physical therapist
licensed under chapter 148A, written on the physician’s, physician assistant’s, nurse
practitioner’s, chiropractor’s, occupational therapist’s, or physical therapist’s stationery,
stating the nature of the applicant’s or the applicant’s child’s disability and such additional
information as required by rules adopted by the department, including proof of residency of
a child who is a person with a disability. If the application is approved by the department,
the special registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed emblem shall be
issued to the applicant. There shall be no fee in addition to the regular annual registration
fee for the special registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed emblem.
The authorization for special registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed
emblem shall not be renewed without the applicant furnishing evidence to the department
that the owner of the vehicle or the owner’s child is still a person with a disability as defined
in section 321L.1. An owner who has a child who is a person with a disability shall provide
satisfactory evidence to the department that the child with a disability continues to reside
with the owner. The registration plates with a persons with disabilities processed emblem
shall be surrendered in exchange for regular registration plates as provided in subsection
12 when the owner of the vehicle or the owner’s child no longer qualifies as a person with
a disability as defined in section 321L.1 or when the owner’s child who is a person with a
disability no longer resides with the owner.

15. Legion of merit special plates.
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a. The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection
1, autocycle, motorcycle, trailer, or motor truck who has been awarded the legion of merit
shall be issued one set of special registration plates with a legion of merit processed emblem,
upon written application to the department and presentation of satisfactory proof of the award
of the legion of merit as established by the Congress of the United States. The emblem shall
be designed by the department in cooperation with the adjutant general and shall signify that
the owner was awarded the legion of merit. The application is subject to approval by the
department, in consultation with the adjutant general. The special plates shall be issued at
no charge and are subject to an annual registration fee of fifteen dollars. The county treasurer
shall validate the special plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated
under this section.

b. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the
special plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual registration
fee. If the surviving spouse remarries, the surviving spouse shall return the special plates
to the department and the department shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving
spouse.

16. National guard special plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who is a member of the national guard, as
defined in chapter 29A, may, upon written application to the department, order special
registration plates with a national guard processed emblem with the emblem designed by
the department in cooperation with the adjutant general which emblem signifies that the
applicant is a member of the national guard. The application shall be approved by the
department in consultation with the adjutant general. The special plate fees collected by the
director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number
designated national guard plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance and
annual validation of personalized national guard plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer
of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly
from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the
veterans license fee fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected
under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous month for national guard plates.
Special registration plates with a national guard processed emblem shall be surrendered, as
provided in subsection 12, in exchange for regular registration plates upon termination of
the owner’s membership in the active national guard.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a national guard processed emblem at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

17. Pearl Harbor special plates.

a. Anowner referred to in subsection 12 who was at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, as a member of
the armed services of the United States on December 7, 1941, may, upon written application
to the department, order special registration plates with a Pearl Harbor processed emblem.
The emblem shall be designed by the department in consultation with service organizations.
The application is subject to approval by the department. The special plate fees collected by
the director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number
designated Pearl Harbor plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance and
annual validation of personalized Pearl Harbor plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of
state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from
the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans
license fee fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected under
subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous month for Pearl Harbor plates.
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b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a Pearl Harbor processed emblem at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

18. Purple heart special plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who was awarded a purple heart medal by
the United States government for wounds received in military or naval combat against an
armed enemy of the United States may, upon written application to the department and
presentation of satisfactory proof of the award of the purple heart medal, order special
registration plates with a purple heart processed emblem. The design of the emblem shall
include a representation of a purple heart medal and ribbon. The application is subject to
approval by the department in consultation with the adjutant general. The special plate fees
collected by the director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of
letter-number designated purple heart plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the
issuance and annual validation of personalized purple heart plates shall be paid monthly
to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state
shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145,
subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the
special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous month for purple
heart plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a purple heart processed emblem at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

19. United States armed forces retired special plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who is a retired member of the United States
armed forces may, upon written application to the department and upon presentation of
satisfactory proof of membership, order special registration plates with a United States
armed forces retired processed emblem. The emblem shall be designed by the department
in consultation with service organizations. The application is subject to approval by the
department. For purposes of this subsection, a person is considered to be retired if the
person is recognized by the United States armed forces as retired from the United States
armed forces. The special plate fees collected by the director under subsection 12, paragraph
“a”, from the annual validation of letter-number designated armed forces retired plates, and
subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance and annual validation of personalized armed
forces retired plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road
use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations
fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in
section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”,
in the previous month for armed forces retired plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with an armed forces retired processed emblem at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
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fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

20. Silver or bronze star plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who was awarded a silver or a bronze star
by the United States government, may, upon written application to the department and
presentation of satisfactory proof of the award of the silver or bronze star, order special
registration plates with a silver or bronze star processed emblem. The emblem shall be
designed by the department in consultation with the adjutant general. The special plate fees
collected by the director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of
letter-number designated silver star and bronze star plates, and subsection 12, paragraph
“c”, from the issuance and annual validation of personalized silver star and bronze star
plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund.
The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created
under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in section
35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the
previous month for silver star and bronze star plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a silver star or bronze star processed emblem at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

20A. Distinguished service, navy, or air force cross plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who was awarded a distinguished service cross,
a navy cross, or an air force cross by the United States government may, upon written
application to the department and presentation of satisfactory proof of the award, order
special registration plates with a distinguished service cross, navy cross, or air force cross
processed emblem. The emblem shall be designed by the department in consultation with
the adjutant general. The special plate fees collected by the director under subsection 12,
paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number designated distinguished service
cross, navy cross, and air force cross plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the
issuance and annual validation of personalized distinguished service cross, navy cross, and
air force cross plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road
use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations
fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in
section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”,
in the previous month for distinguished service cross, navy cross, and air force cross plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a distinguished service cross, navy cross, or air force cross processed emblem at no
charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

20B. Soldier’s, navy and marine corps, or airman’s medal plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who was awarded a soldier’s medal, a navy
and marine corps medal, or an airman’s medal by the United States government may, upon
written application to the department and presentation of satisfactory proof of the award,
order special registration plates with a soldier’s medal, navy and marine corps medal, or
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airman’s medal processed emblem. The emblem shall be designed by the department in
consultation with the adjutant general. The special plate fees collected by the director
under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number designated
soldier’s medal, navy and marine corps medal, and airman’s medal plates, and subsection
12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance and annual validation of personalized soldier’s medal,
navy and marine corps medal, and airman’s medal plates shall be paid monthly to the
treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer
monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2,
to the veterans license fee fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees
collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous month for soldier’s medal,
navy and marine corps medal, and airman’s medal plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a soldier’s medal, navy and marine corps medal, or airman’s medal processed emblem
at no charge.

c. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

20C. Combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force
combat action medal, and combat medical badge plates.

a. The department, in consultation with the adjutant general, shall design combat
infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force combat action
medal, and combat medical badge distinguishing processed emblems. Upon receipt of two
hundred fifty orders for combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action
ribbon, air force combat action medal, or combat medical badge special registration plates,
accompanied by a start-up fee of twenty dollars per order, the department shall begin issuing
special registration plates with the applicable distinguishing processed emblem as provided
in paragraphs “b”, “c”, and “d”. The minimum order requirement shall apply separately to
each of the special registration plates created under this subsection.

b. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who was awarded a combat infantryman badge,
combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force combat action medal, or combat medical
badge by the United States government may, upon written application to the department
and presentation of satisfactory proof of the award, order special registration plates with
a combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force combat
action medal, or combat medical badge processed emblem. The special plate fees collected by
the director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number
designated combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force
combat action medal, and combat medical badge plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”,
from the issuance and annual validation of personalized combat infantryman badge, combat
action badge, combat action ribbon, air force combat action medal, and combat medical
badge plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax
fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created
under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in section 35A.11
the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous
month for combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force
combat action medal, and combat medical badge plates.

c. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
with a combat infantryman badge, combat action badge, combat action ribbon, air force
combat action medal, or combat medical badge distinguishing processed emblem at no
charge.

d. The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection
may continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
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plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual five-dollar special plate
fee and the regular annual registration fee for the vehicle. If the surviving spouse remarries,
the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the department and the department
shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

21. Iowa heritage special plates.

a. Anowner referred to in subsection 12 may, upon written application to the department,
order special registration plates with an Iowa heritage emblem. The emblem shall contain a
picture of the American gothic house and the words “lowa Heritage” and shall be designed
by the department in consultation with the state historical society of Iowa.

b. The special Iowa heritage fee for letter-number designated plates is thirty-five dollars.
The special fee for personalized Iowa heritage plates is twenty-five dollars which shall be paid
in addition to the special fee of thirty-five dollars. The annual special Iowa heritage fee is ten
dollars for letter-number designated registration plates and is fifteen dollars for personalized
registration plates which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee.

c. The special fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid monthly to
the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall credit
monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to
the Iowa heritage fund created under section 8A.709 the amount of the special fees collected
in the previous month for the Iowa heritage plates.

22. Education plates.

a. Anowner referred to in subsection 12, upon written application to the department, may
order special registration plates with an education emblem. The education emblem shall be
designed by the department in cooperation with the department of education.

b. The special school transportation fee for letter-number designated education plates is
thirty-five dollars. The fee for personalized education plates is twenty-five dollars, which shall
be paid in addition to the special school transportation fee of thirty-five dollars. The annual
special school transportation fee is ten dollars for letter-number designated registration plates
and is fifteen dollars for personalized registration plates which shall be paid in addition to
the regular annual registration fee. The fees collected by the director under this subsection
shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The
treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under
section 321.145, subsection 2, to the school budget review committee in accordance with
section 257.31, subsection 17, the amount of the special school transportation fees collected
in the previous month for the education plates.

23. Breast cancer awareness plates.

a. Upon application and payment of the proper fees, the director may issue breast cancer
awareness plates to an owner of a motor vehicle referred to in subsection 12.

b. Breast cancer awareness plates shall contain an image of a pink ribbon and shall be
designed by the department in consultation with the Susan G. Komen foundation.

c. The special fee for letter-number designated breast cancer awareness plates is
thirty-five dollars. The fee for personalized breast cancer awareness plates is twenty-five
dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the special breast cancer awareness fee of
thirty-five dollars. The fees collected by the director under this subsection shall be paid
monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer
of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section
321.145, subsection 2, to the department of health and human services the amount of
the special fees collected in the previous month for the breast cancer awareness plates
and such funds are appropriated to the department of health and human services. The
department of health and human services shall distribute one hundred percent of the funds
received monthly in the form of grants to support breast cancer screenings for both men
and women who meet eligibility requirements like those established by the Susan G. Komen
foundation. In the awarding of grants, the department of health and human services shall
give first consideration to affiliates of the Susan G. Komen foundation and similar nonprofit
organizations providing for breast cancer screenings at no cost in lowa. Notwithstanding
section 8.33, moneys transferred under this subsection shall not revert to the general fund
of the state.
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d. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under
this section. The annual special breast cancer awareness fee for letter-number designated
plates is ten dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee.
The annual special fee for personalized breast cancer awareness plates is five dollars, which
shall be paid in addition to the annual special breast cancer awareness fee and the regular
annual registration fee. The annual special breast cancer awareness fee shall be credited
and transferred as provided under paragraph “c”.

24. Gold star plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who is the surviving spouse, parent, child, or
sibling of a deceased member of the United States armed forces who died while serving on
active duty during a time of military conflict or who died as a result of such service may
order special registration plates bearing a gold star emblem upon written application to the
department accompanied by satisfactory supporting documentation as determined by the
department. The gold star emblem shall be designed by the department in cooperation with
the commission of veterans affairs. The special plate fees collected by the director under
subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number designated gold
star plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance and annual validation of
personalized gold star plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited
in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory
allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the veterans license fee
fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12,
paragraph “a”, in the previous month for gold star plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for special
registration plates under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
bearing a gold star emblem at no charge.

25. Civil war sesquicentennial plates.

a. The department, in consultation with the adjutant general, shall design a civil war
sesquicentennial distinguishing processed emblem. Upon receipt of two hundred fifty orders
for civil war sesquicentennial special registration plates, accompanied by a start-up fee of
twenty dollars per order, the department shall begin issuing special registration plates with
a civil war sesquicentennial processed emblem as provided in paragraph “b”.

b. An owner referred to in subsection 12, upon written application to the department, may
order special registration plates with a civil war sesquicentennial processed emblem. The
special plate fees collected by the director under subsection 12, paragraphs “a” and “c”, from
the issuance and annual validation of letter-number designated and personalized civil war
sesquicentennial plates shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state and deposited in the
road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations
fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the department of administrative
services the amount of the special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the
previous month for civil war sesquicentennial plates, and such funds are appropriated to the
department of administrative services to be used for the Iowa battle flag project.

26. Fallen peace officers plates.

a. The department, in consultation with the department of public safety and concerns of
police survivors, inc., shall design a fallen peace officers distinguishing processed emblem.
Upon receipt of two hundred fifty orders for fallen peace officers special registration plates,
accompanied by a start-up fee of twenty dollars per order, the department shall begin issuing
special registration plates with a fallen peace officers processed emblem as provided in
paragraphs “b” and “c”.

b. An owner of a motor vehicle referred to in subsection 12, upon written application to
the department, may order special registration plates with a fallen peace officers processed
emblem. The special fee for letter-number designated fallen peace officers plates is thirty-five
dollars. The fee for personalized fallen peace officers plates is twenty-five dollars, which
shall be paid in addition to the special fallen peace officers fee of thirty-five dollars. The fees
collected by the director under this paragraph shall be paid monthly to the treasurer of state
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and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state shall transfer monthly from
the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145, subsection 2, to the department
of public safety the amount of the special fees collected in the previous month for the fallen
peace officers plates and such funds are appropriated to the department of public safety.
The department of public safety shall distribute one hundred percent of the funds received
monthly in the form of grants to nonprofit organizations that provide resources to assist in
the rebuilding of the lives of surviving families and affected coworkers of law enforcement
officers killed in the line of duty. In the awarding of grants, the department of public safety
shall give first consideration to concerns of police survivors, inc., and similar nonprofit
organizations providing such resources. Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys transferred
under this subsection shall not revert to the general fund of the state.

c. Upon receipt of the special registration plates, the applicant shall surrender the current
registration plates to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall validate the special
registration plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under this
section. The annual special fallen peace officers fee for letter-number designated plates is
ten dollars, which shall be paid in addition to the regular annual registration fee. The annual
special fee for personalized fallen peace officers plates is five dollars, which shall be paid in
addition to the annual special fallen peace officers fee and the regular annual registration
fee. The annual special fallen peace officers fee shall be credited and transferred as provided
under paragraph “b”.

27. United States veteran plates.

a. An owner referred to in subsection 12 who served in the armed forces of the United
States and was discharged under honorable conditions may, upon written application to the
department and upon presentation of satisfactory proof of military service and discharge
under honorable conditions, order special registration plates bearing a distinguishing
processed emblem depicting the word “veteran” below an image of the American flag. The
application is subject to approval by the department. The special plate fees collected by the
director under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, from the annual validation of letter-number
designated United States veteran plates, and subsection 12, paragraph “c”, from the issuance
and annual validation of personalized United States veteran plates, shall be paid monthly
to the treasurer of state and deposited in the road use tax fund. The treasurer of state
shall transfer monthly from the statutory allocations fund created under section 321.145,
subsection 2, to the veterans license fee fund created in section 35A.11 the amount of the
special fees collected under subsection 12, paragraph “a”, in the previous month for United
States veteran plates.

b. Notwithstanding subsection 12, paragraph “a”, an owner who is approved for a special
registration plate under this subsection shall be issued one set of special registration plates
bearing a distinguishing processed emblem depicting the word “veteran” below an image of
the American flag at no charge.

[SS15, §1571-m5; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4874; C39, §5001.18; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.34]

82 Acts, ch 1032, §2, 4; 82 Acts, ch 1062, §4, 38; 84 Acts, ch 1027, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1250, §1;
84 Acts, ch 1305, §49; 85 Acts, ch 67, §35; 85 Acts, ch 87, §1; 86 Acts, ch 1182, §1; 86 Acts, ch
1225, §1; 87 Acts, ch 77, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1215, §1 - 4; 88 Acts, ch 1222, §1; 89 Acts, ch 17, §1;
89 Acts, ch 27, §1; 89 Acts, ch 247, §4; 89 Acts, ch 296, §27; 89 Acts, ch 317, §31; 90 Acts, ch
1128, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1151, §1; 91 Acts, ch 49, §1, 2; 91 Acts, ch 58, §1; 91 Acts, ch 259, §3; 92
Acts, ch 1175, §29; 92 Acts, 2nd Ex, ch 1001, §204, 205; 93 Acts, ch 2, §1; 94 Acts, ch 1104, §1;
95 Acts, ch 118, §7 - 9, 40; 96 Acts, ch 1065, §1; 96 Acts, ch 1088, §3, 4, 8; 96 Acts, ch 1171,
§2; 96 Acts, ch 1219, §21 - 24; 97 Acts, ch 2, §1, 2; 97 Acts, ch 70, §3, 15; 97 Acts, ch 104, §8 -
10; 97 Acts, ch 108, §5; 97 Acts, ch 123, §1; 97 Acts, ch 212, §33; 98 Acts, ch 1079, §1 - 3; 99
Acts, ch 7, §1 - 9; 99 Acts, ch 114, §20; 99 Acts, ch 141, §38; 99 Acts, ch 180, §15; 2000 Acts,
ch 1154, §21; 2000 Acts, ch 1157, §1; 2000 Acts, ch 1206, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 24, §73, 74; 2001
Acts, ch 32, §17; 2001 Acts, ch 144, §2, 3; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §42; 2003 Acts, ch 3, §1; 2003
Acts, ch 7, §1 - 9; 2003 Acts, ch 105, §2; 2003 Acts, 1st Ex, ch 2, §165 - 171, 205; 2004 Acts,
ch 1013, §7 - 10, 35; 2004 Acts, ch 1175, §333, 347; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §9; 2007 Acts, ch 143, §9;
2007 Acts, ch 178, §2, 3; 2007 Acts, ch 184, §2 - 5, 7; 2007 Acts, ch 215, §106, 107, 130; 2008
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Acts, ch 1018, §9 - 16; 2008 Acts, ch 1088, §118; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §568 — 77; 2008 Acts, ch
1124, §4, 5; 2008 Acts, ch 1130, §8, 10; 2010 Acts, ch 1061, §180; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §142;
2011 Acts, ch 68, §1, 5; 2011 Acts, ch 114, §2; 2011 Acts, ch 131, §59, 60, 158; 2012 Acts, ch
1093, §4; 2014 Acts, ch 1116, §11 — 28; 2015 Acts, ch 30, §98, 99, 205, 209; 2016 Acts, ch 1068,
§1, 4; 2016 Acts, ch 1098, §3 - 11; 2017 Acts, ch 29, §91; 2019 Acts, ch 89, §35; 2020 Acts, ch
1118, §155; 2021 Acts, ch 38, §2; 2022 Acts, ch 1080, §1; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §1057, 1058, 1418;

2023 Acts, ch 144, §1

Referred to in §8A.709, 35A.11, 100B.12, 257.31, 321.105, 321.145, 321.166, 321.231C, 321L.1, 321L.2, 321L.2A, 331.557, 364.3,
805.8A(2) (€)

For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 2

Subsection 11A, paragraphs b and ¢ amended

Subsection 11D, paragraph c, subparagraph (2) amended

Subsection 23, paragraph ¢ amended

Subsection 25, paragraph b amended

321.35 Plates — reflective material — bidding procedures.

1. Allmotor vehicle registration plates shall be treated with a reflective material according
to specifications proposed by the director and approved by the commission.

2. The department shall not enter into any contract requiring an expenditure of at least
five hundred thousand dollars for the manufacture of motor vehicle registration plates to be
reissued to owners under this chapter unless competitive bidding procedures as provided in
chapter 8A, subchapter III, are followed.

[C62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.35]

95 Acts, ch 118, §10; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §247

Referred to in §331.557
321.36 Reserved.

321.37 Display of plates.

1. Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle other than an autocycle, motorcycle,
motorized bicycle, or truck tractor shall be attached to the motor vehicle, one in the front
and the other in the rear. The registration plate issued for an autocycle, motorcycle, or
other vehicle required to be registered hereunder shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle.
The registration plate issued for a truck tractor shall be attached to the front of the truck
tractor. The special plate issued to a dealer shall be attached on the rear of the vehicle when
operated on the highways of this state.

2. Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle which is model year 1948 or older, and
reconstructed or specially constructed vehicles built to resemble a model year 1948 vehicle
or older, other than a truck registered for more than five tons, autocycle, motorcycle, or truck
tractor, may display one registration plate on the rear of the vehicle if the other registration
plate issued to the vehicle is carried in the vehicle at all times when the vehicle is operated
on a public highway.

3. It is unlawful for the owner of a vehicle to place any frame around or over the
registration plate which does not permit full view of all numerals and letters printed on the
registration plate.

[S13, §1571-m11; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4877; C39, §5001.21; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §321.37]

84 Acts, ch 1305, §50; 90 Acts, ch 1233, §16; 97 Acts, ch 104, §11; 2016 Acts, ch 1098, §12
Referred to in §321.57, 331.557, 805.8A(2) (f)
For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.38 Plates — method of attaching — imitations prohibited.

Every registration plate shall at all times be securely fastened in a horizontal position to
the vehicle for which it is issued so as to prevent the plate from swinging and at a height of
not less than twelve inches from the ground, measuring from the bottom of the plate, in a
place and position to be clearly visible and shall be maintained free from foreign materials
and in a condition to be clearly legible. An imitation plate or plates imitating or purporting
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to imitate the official registration plate of any other state or territory of the United States or
of any foreign government shall not be fastened to the vehicle.

[S13, §1571-m11; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4877; C39, §5001.22; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §321.38]

85 Acts, ch 195, §32
Referred to in §321.57, 331.557, 805.8A(2) (g)
For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.39 Expiration of registration.

Except as provided in this chapter every vehicle registration, registration card, and
registration plate shall expire as follows:

1. For vehicles registered by the county treasurer, at midnight on the last day of the
registration year. A person shall not be considered to be driving a motor vehicle with an
expired registration for a period of one month following the expiration date of the vehicle
registration. The one-month period shall be the same as the period defined in section
321.134, subsection 1.

2. For vehicles on which the first installment of an annual registration fee has been paid,
at midnight on the last day of June or the first business day of July when June 30 falls on
Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday; for vehicles on which the second installment of an annual
registration fee has been paid, at midnight on the last day of December or the first business
day of January when December 31 falls on Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday.

3. For vehicles registered without payment of annual registration fees as provided in
section 321.19, when designated by the department.

4. Registration for every vehicle registered by the county treasurer shall expire upon
transfer of ownership.

[S13, §1571-m16; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4868; C39, §5001.23; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77,79, 81, §321.39]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §5, 38; 89 Acts, ch 83, §42; 2003 Acts, ch 24, §3; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §78;

2012 Acts, ch 1093, §5
Referred to in §331.557

321.40 Application for renewal — notification — reasons for refusal.

1. Application for renewal for a vehicle registered under this chapter shall be made on
or after the first day of the month prior to the month of expiration of registration and up to
and including the last day of the month following the month of expiration of registration.
The registration shall be renewed upon payment of the appropriate annual registration fee.
Application for renewal for a vehicle registered under chapter 326 shall be made on or after
the first day of the month prior to the month of expiration of registration and up to and
including the last day of the month of expiration of registration.

2. On or before the fifteenth day of the eleventh month of a vehicle’s registration year,
the department shall create an electronic file and the county treasurer shall send a statement
of fees due to the appropriate owner of record. After the department has generated the
electronic file used to produce statements for a registration month, and before the fifteenth
day of the month following expiration of a vehicle’s registration year, the department shall
create a subsequent electronic file and the county treasurer shall send a statement of fees
due to the appropriate owner of record for any vehicle subsequently registered for that
registration month. The statement shall be mailed or electronically transmitted to the most
current address of record, showing information sufficient to identify the vehicle and a listing
of the various fees as appropriate. Failure to receive a statement shall have no effect upon
the accrual of penalty at the appropriate date.

3. Registration receipts issued for renewals shall have the word “renewal” imprinted
thereon and, if the owner making a renewal application has been issued a certificate of
title, the title number shall appear on the registration receipt. All registration receipts for
renewals shall be typewritten or printed by other mechanical means. The applicant shall
receive a registration receipt.

4. The county treasurer shall refuse to renew the registration of a vehicle registered to a
person when notified by the department through the distributed teleprocessing network that
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the person has not paid restitution as defined under section 910.1, subsection 10, to a clerk
of the court located within the state. Each clerk of court shall, on a daily basis, notify the
department through the Iowa court information system of the full name and social security
number of all persons who owe delinquent restitution and whose restitution obligation has
been satisfied or canceled. This subsection does not apply to the transfer of a registration or
the issuance of a new registration.

5. The county treasurer shall refuse to renew the registration of a vehicle registered to
the applicant for renewal of registration if the applicant has failed to pay any local vehicle
taxes due in that county on that vehicle or any other vehicle owned or previously owned by
the applicant until such local vehicle taxes are paid.

6. a. The department or the county treasurer shall refuse to renew the registration of a
vehicle registered to the applicant if the department or the county treasurer knows that the
applicant has a delinquent account, charge, fee, loan, taxes, or other indebtedness owed to
or being collected by the state, from information provided pursuant to sections 421.17 and
421.65. An applicant may contest this action by initiating a contested case proceeding with
the agency that referred the debt for collection pursuant to section 421.65. The department of
revenue and the department of transportation shall notify the county treasurers through the
distributed teleprocessing network of persons who owe such a delinquent account, charge,
fee, loan, taxes, or other indebtedness.

b. A county treasurer, in cooperation with the department of revenue, may collect from
a person applying for renewal of a vehicle registration delinquent taxes, including penalties
and interest owed to the state, and nontax liabilities being collected by the central collection
unit of the department of revenue pursuant to section 421.17, subsection 27. The applicant
may remit full payment of the balance owed including applicable penalties and interest,
along with a processing fee of five dollars, to the county treasurer at the time of registration
renewal. Upon full payment of the required balance owed including applicable penalties and
interest, the processing fee, and the vehicle registration fee, the county treasurer shall issue
the registration to the person. A county treasurer collecting on behalf of the department of
revenue shall update the vehicle registration records through the distributed teleprocessing
network on a daily basis for all persons who have paid taxes or other balances owed pursuant
to this subsection. A county treasurer shall forward all funds collected for the department of
revenue to the department of revenue.

7. a. The department or the county treasurer shall refuse to renew the registration of
a vehicle registered to an applicant if the department or the county treasurer knows that
the applicant has not paid a civil penalty imposed on the applicant pursuant to section
321IN.3, subsection 3. An applicant may contest this action by initiating a contested case
proceeding with the department. The department shall notify the county treasurers through
the distributed teleprocessing network of persons who have not paid such civil penalties.

b. The county treasurer of the county of an applicant’s residence and in which the
applicant’s vehicle is registered, in cooperation with the department, may collect a civil
penalty imposed on the applicant pursuant to section 321N.3, subsection 3, when the
applicant applies for renewal of a vehicle registration. The applicant may remit full payment
of the civil penalty, along with a processing fee of five dollars, to the county treasurer at
the time of registration renewal. Upon full payment of the civil penalty, the processing
fee, and the vehicle registration fee, the county treasurer shall issue the registration to the
applicant. A county treasurer collecting a civil penalty on behalf of the department pursuant
to this subsection shall update the vehicle registration records through the distributed
teleprocessing network on a daily basis for all applicants who have paid civil penalties
pursuant to this subsection. A county treasurer shall forward all funds collected on behalf
of the department to the department.

8. The county treasurer shall refuse to renew the registration of a vehicle registered to
an applicant if the county treasurer knows that the applicant has one or more uncontested,
delinquent parking tickets issued pursuant to section 321.236, subsection 1, paragraph “b”,
owing to the county, or owing to a city with which the county has an agreement authorized
under section 331.553. However, a county treasurer may renew the registration if the
treasurer determines that an error was made by the county or city in identifying the vehicle
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involved in the parking violation or if the citation has been dismissed as against the owner of
the vehicle pursuant to section 321.484. This subsection does not apply to the transfer of a
registration or the issuance of a new registration. Notwithstanding section 28E.10, a county
treasurer may utilize the department’s vehicle registration and titling system to facilitate the
purposes of this subsection.

9. When application is made for the renewal of a motor vehicle registration on or after
December 1, 1982, the person in whose name the registration is recorded shall notify the
county treasurer of the type of fuel used by the vehicle if the type of fuel used is different
from that which is shown on the registration receipt. If a motor vehicle registration indicates
that the vehicle uses or may use a special fuel as defined in chapter 452A the county treasurer
shall issue a special fuel user identification sticker. The person who owns or controls the
vehicle shall affix the sticker in a prominent place on the vehicle adjacent to the place where
the special fuel is delivered into the motor vehicle fuel supply tank.

10. a. The clerk of the district court shall notify the county treasurer of any delinquent
court debt, as defined in section 602.8107, which is being collected by the department of
revenue pursuant to section 602.8107, subsection 3, or the county attorney pursuant to section
602.8107, subsection 4. The county treasurer shall refuse to renew the vehicle registration
of the applicant upon such notification from the clerk of the district court in regard to such
applicant.

b. If the applicant enters into or renews an installment agreement as defined in section
602.8107, that is satisfactory to the department of revenue, the county attorney, or the
county attorney’s designee, the department of revenue, county attorney, or a county
attorney’s designee shall provide the county treasurer with written or electronic notice of
the installment agreement within five days of entering into the installment agreement. The
county treasurer shall temporarily lift the registration hold on an applicant for a period of ten
days if the treasurer receives such notice in order to allow the applicant to register a vehicle
for the year. If the applicant remains in compliance with the installment agreement entered
into with the department of revenue or the county attorney or the county attorney’s designee,
subsequent lifts of registration holds shall be granted without additional restrictions.

[S13, §1571-m6; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4875; C39, §5001.24; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.40; 82 Acts, ch 1218, §1]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §6, 7, 38; 85 Acts, ch 32, §78; 85 Acts, ch 77, §1; 85 Acts, ch 87, §2; 95
Acts, ch 57, §1; 95 Acts, ch 169, §1, 10; 95 Acts, ch 194, §4, 12; 97 Acts, ch 104, §12, 61; 2000
Acts, ch 1028, §2, 4; 2002 Acts, ch 1043, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §248; 2005 Acts, ch 54, §1, 12;
2007 Acts, ch 126, §54; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §79; 2008 Acts, ch 1172, §18; 2009 Acts, ch 41,
§250; 2010 Acts, ch 1146, §2, 3, 26; 2012 Acts, ch 1093, §6; 2015 Acts, ch 138, §89, 161, 162;
2016 Acts, ch 1101, §2, 24; 2017 Acts, ch 29, §92, 93; 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §15, 28; 2020 Acts,

ch 1074, §84, 92; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74; 2021 Acts, ch 86, §33

Referred to in §321.34, 321.152, 321.153, 321.236, 331.553, 331.557, 364.2, 421.17, 422.20, 422.72, 423B.2

2020 amendment to subsection 6, paragraph a, is effective on the date of rules adopted by the department of revenue to implement
2020 Acts, ch 1064, see 2020 Acts, ch 1064, §28; 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §73, 74; the Code editor received notice that the system designed to
implement the setoff procedures established in 2020 Acts, ch 1064, and the accompanying rules, will be operational on November 13, 2023;
rules governing transition, see 2020 Acts, ch 1118, §72

Subsection 6, paragraph a amended

321.41 Change of address or name or fuel type.

1. Whenever any person after making application for or obtaining the registration of a
vehicle shall move from the address named in the application or shown upon a registration
card such person shall within ten days thereafter notify the county treasurer of the county
in which the registration of said vehicle is of record, in writing of the person’s old and new
addresses.

2. Whenever the name of any person who has made application for or obtained the
registration of a vehicle is thereafter legally changed such person shall within ten days
notify the county treasurer of the county in which the title of said vehicle is of record, of
such former and new name.

3. A person who has registered a vehicle in a county, other than the county designated on
the vehicle registration plate, may apply to the county treasurer where the vehicle is registered
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for new registration plates upon payment of a fee of five dollars and the return of the former
county registration plates.

4. When a motor vehicle is modified to use a different fuel type or to use more than one
fuel type the person in whose name the vehicle is registered shall within thirty days notify
the county treasurer of the county in which the registration of the vehicle is of record of the
new fuel type or alternative fuel types. The county treasurer shall make the record of such
changes available to the department of revenue. If the vehicle uses or may use a special fuel
the county treasurer shall issue a special fuel identification sticker.

[C39, §5001.25; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.41; 82 Acts, ch 1218, §2]

2003 Acts, ch 145, §286

Referred to in §331.557, 805.8A(2) (h)
For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.42 Lost or damaged certificates, cards, and plates — replacements.

1. If a registration card, plate, or pair of plates is lost or becomes illegible, the owner
shall immediately apply for replacement. The fee for a replacement registration card is three
dollars. The fee for a replacement plate or pair of plates other than a replacement of a
special plate issued pursuant to section 321.60 is five dollars. The fee for replacement of a
special plate issued pursuant to section 321.60 is forty dollars. When the owner has furnished
information required by the department and paid the proper fee, a duplicate, substitute, or
new registration card, plate, or pair of plates may be issued. The county treasurer or the
department may waive the fee for a replacement plate if the plate is lost during a documented
accident.

2. a. If a certificate of title is lost or destroyed, the owner or lienholder shall apply for
a replacement copy of the original certificate of title. The owner or lienholder of a motor
vehicle may also apply for a replacement copy of the original certificate of title upon surrender
of the original certificate of title with the application. The application shall be made to the
department or county treasurer who issued the original certificate of title. The application
shall be signed by the owner or lienholder and accompanied by a fee of twenty dollars.

b. After five days, the department or county treasurer shall issue a replacement copy using
the applicant’s most recent bona fide address; however, the five-day waiting period does not
apply to an applicant who is a lienholder or to an applicant who has surrendered the original
certificate of title to the department or county treasurer. The replacement copy shall be clearly
marked “replacement” and shall include security interests and liens. When a replacement
copy has been issued, the previous certificate is void. The department or county treasurer is
not authorized to refund fees collected for a replacement title under this section or section
321.52A.

c. If a security interest noted on the face of an original certificate of title was released
by the lienholder on a separate form pursuant to section 321.50, subsection 5, and the
signature of the lienholder, or the person executing the release on behalf of the lienholder,
is notarized, but the lienholder has not delivered the original certificate to the appropriate
party as provided in section 321.50, subsection 5, the owner may apply for and receive a
replacement certificate of title without the released security interest noted thereon. The
lienholder shall return the original certificate of title to the department or to the treasurer of
the county where the title was issued.

d. A new purchaser or transferee is entitled to receive an original title upon presenting
the assigned replacement copy to the treasurer of the county where the new purchaser or
transferee resides. At the time of purchase, a purchaser may require the seller to indemnify
the purchaser and all future purchasers of the vehicle against any loss which may be suffered
due to claims on the original certificate. A person recovering an original certificate of title
for which a replacement has been issued shall surrender the original certificate to the county
treasurer or the department.

3. If a county treasurer mails vehicle registration documents which become lost or
are damaged in transit through the United States postal service, the person to whom the
documents were being sent may apply for reissuance without cost. The application shall be
made with the county treasurer who originally issued the documents not less than twenty



§321.42, MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD Iv-220

days from the date the documents were placed with the United States postal service. If the
original documents are received after reissuance of duplicates, the original documents shall
be surrendered to the county treasurer within five days of the time they are received.

[SS15, §1571-m5; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4886; C39, §5001.26; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, S81, §321.42; 81 Acts, ch 102, §1]

84 Acts, ch 1305, §51; 85 Acts, ch 209, §1; 99 Acts, ch 13, §6; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §43, 47;
2004 Acts, ch 1013, §11, 35; 2005 Acts, ch 34, §4, 26; 2006 Acts, ch 1068, §11; 2008 Acts, ch

1113, §16, 21; 2008 Acts, ch 1124, §6
Referred to in §312.2, 321.52A, 331.557, 648.22A
Surcharge imposed; §321.52A

321.43 New identifying numbers.

The department may assign a distinguishing number to a vehicle when the vehicle
identification number on the vehicle is destroyed or obliterated and issue to the owner a
special plate bearing the distinguishing number which shall be affixed to the vehicle in a
position to be determined by the director. The vehicle shall be registered and titled under
the distinguishing number in lieu of the former vehicle identification number within thirty
days of issuance of the distinguishing number.

[C27, 31, 35, §5083-b4; C39, §5001.27; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.43]

84 Acts, ch 1067, §31; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §10; 2005 Acts, ch 179, §126

Referred to in §331.557

321.44 Rules governing change of engines, drivetrain assemblies, and related parts.

The director shall adopt and enforce rules governing registration and titling of motor
vehicles as deemed necessary by the director and compatible with the public interest with
respect to the change or substitution of engines, drivetrain assemblies or related parts in
any motor vehicle.

[C39, §5001.28; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.44]

88 Acts, ch 1278, §32

Referred to in §331.557

321.44A Voluntary contribution — anatomical gift public awareness and transplantation
fund — amount retained by county treasurer.

For each application for registration or renewal, the county treasurer or the department
shall request through use of a written form, and, if the application is made in person, through
verbal communication, that an applicant make a voluntary contribution of one dollar or
more to the anatomical gift public awareness and transplantation fund established pursuant
to section 142C.15. One hundred percent of the moneys collected by the county and one
hundred percent of the moneys collected by the department in the form of contributions
shall be remitted to the treasurer of state for deposit in the fund to be used for the purposes
specified for the fund. However, up to five percent of the moneys collected by the county
may be retained by the county treasurer for deposit in the general fund of the county. The
director shall adopt rules to administer this section.

96 Acts, ch 1076, §3; 97 Acts, ch 121, §1; 98 Acts, ch 1107, §8
Referred to in §142C.15, 331.557

TRANSFERS OF TITLE OR INTEREST

321.45 Title must be transferred with vehicle.

1. a. No manufacturer, importer, dealer, or other person shall sell or otherwise dispose
of a new vehicle subject to registration under the provisions of this chapter to a dealer to be
used by such dealer for purposes of display and lease or resale without delivering to such
dealer a manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate duly executed and with such assignments
thereon as may be necessary to show title in the purchaser thereof; nor shall such dealer
purchase or acquire a new vehicle that is subject to registration without obtaining from the
seller thereof such manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate. In addition to the assignments
stated herein, such manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate shall contain thereon the
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identification and description of the vehicle delivered and the name and address of the
dealer to whom said vehicle was originally sold over the signature of an authorized official
of the manufacturer or importer who made the original delivery.

b. For each new mobile home, manufactured home, travel trailer, and camping trailer said
manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate shall also contain thereon the exterior length and
exterior width of said vehicle not including any area occupied by any hitching device, and
the manufacturer’s shipping weight.

c. Completed motor vehicles, other than class “B” motor homes, which are converted,
modified, or altered shall retain the identity and model year of the original manufacturer of the
vehicle. Motor homes and all other motor vehicles manufactured from chassis or incomplete
motor vehicles manufactured by another may have the identity and model year assigned by
the final manufacturer.

d. Notwithstanding paragraph “c”, a glider kit vehicle shall take the identity of the new
cab and the new frame used in the assembly of the glider kit vehicle.

2. a. A person shall not acquire any right, title, claim, or interest in or to any vehicle
subject to registration under this chapter from the owner thereof except by virtue of
a certificate of title issued or assigned to the person for such vehicle or by virtue of a
manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate delivered to the person for such vehicle and waiver
or estoppel shall not operate in favor of any person claiming title to or interest in any vehicle
against a person having possession of the certificate of title or manufacturer’s or importer’s
certificate for such vehicle for a valuable consideration except in the following cases:

(1) The perfection of a lien or security interest as provided in section 321.50.

(2) The perfection of a security interest in new or used vehicles held as inventory for sale
as provided in uniform commercial code, chapter 554, article 9.

(3) A dispute between a buyer and the selling dealer who has failed to deliver or procure
the certificate of title as promised.

(4) Except for the purposes of section 321.493.

(5) The vehicle is disposed of pursuant to section 321.52, subsection 2, paragraph “b”.

(6) Aninsurer obtains a salvage certificate of title for a vehicle pursuant to section 321.52,
subsection 4, paragraph “a”.

b. Except in the cases enumerated in paragraph “a”, no court in any case at law or
equity shall recognize the right, title, claim, or interest of any person in or to any vehicle
subject to registration sold or disposed of, or mortgaged or encumbered, unless evidenced
by a certificate of title or manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate duly issued or assigned in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

3. Upon the transfer of any registered vehicle, the owner, except as otherwise provided
in this chapter, shall endorse an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of title
for such vehicle with a statement of all liens and encumbrances thereon, and the owner shall
deliver the certificate of title to the purchaser or transferee at the time of delivering the vehicle
except as otherwise provided in this chapter. The owner shall indicate to the transferee the
name of the county in which the vehicle was last registered and the registration expiration
date.

4. After acquiring a used mobile home or manufactured home to be titled in Iowa, a
manufactured or mobile home retailer, as defined in section 103A.51, shall within thirty days
apply for and obtain from the county treasurer of the county where the mobile home or
manufactured home is located a new certificate of title for the mobile home or manufactured
home. In the event that there is a prior lien or encumbrance to be released, as required by
section 321.50, subsection 5, the thirty-day time period in this subsection does not begin to
run until the lien or encumbrance is released.

[S13, §1571-m9; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4961; C39, §5002.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.45; 82 Acts, ch 1251, §10]

87 Acts, ch 130, §2; 88 Acts, ch 1215, §5; 95 Acts, ch 57, §2; 99 Acts, ch 188, §6, 7; 2000 Acts,
ch 1085, §1; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §43; 2004 Acts, ch 1013, §12, 35; 2006
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Acts, ch 1090, §17, 26; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §90; 2013 Acts, ch 96, §1; 2013 Acts, ch 103, §8,

21; 2015 Acts, ch 52, §1, 14; 2017 Acts, ch 31, §1
Referred to in §103A.55, 321.20, 321.46, 321.49, 321.67, 321.104, 321.493, 331.557, 805.8A(2) (i)
For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.46 New title and registration upon transfer of ownership — credit.

1. The transferee shall, within thirty calendar days after purchase or transfer, apply for
and obtain from the county treasurer of the person’s residence, or if a nonresident, the
county treasurer of the county where the primary users of the vehicle are located or the
county where all other vehicles owned by the nonresident are registered, or in the case of a
mobile home or manufactured home, the county treasurer of the county where the mobile
home or manufactured home is located, or if a firm, association, or corporation with vehicles
in multiple counties, the transferee may apply for and obtain from the county treasurer of
the county where the primary user of the vehicle is located, a new registration and a new
certificate of title for the vehicle, except as provided in section 321.25, 321.48, or 322G.12, or
when the transferee obtains the vehicle pursuant to section 321.52, subsection 2, paragraph
“b”. The transferee shall present with the application the certificate of title endorsed and
assigned by the previous owner and shall indicate the name of the county in which the
vehicle was last registered and the registration expiration date.

2. Upon filing the application for a new registration and a new title, the applicant shall
pay a title fee of twenty dollars, an annual registration fee prorated for the remaining
unexpired months of the registration year, and a fee for new registration if applicable. A
manufacturer applying for a certificate of title pursuant to section 322G.12 shall pay a title
fee of ten dollars. However, a title fee shall not be charged to a manufactured or mobile
home retailer applying for a certificate of title for a used mobile home or manufactured
home, titled in Iowa, as required under section 321.45, subsection 4. The county treasurer,
if satisfied of the genuineness and regularity of the application, and in the case of a mobile
home or manufactured home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 435, and that applicant
has complied with all the requirements of this chapter, shall issue a new certificate of title
and, except for a mobile home, manufactured home, or a vehicle returned to and accepted
by a manufacturer as described in section 322G.12, a registration card to the purchaser or
transferee, shall cancel the prior registration for the vehicle, and shall forward the necessary
copies to the department on the date of issuance, as prescribed in section 321.24. Mobile
homes or manufactured homes titled under chapter 448 that have been subject under section
446.18 to a public bidder sale in a county shall be titled in the county’s name, with no fee,
and the county treasurer shall issue the title.

3. Theapplicant shall be entitled to a credit for that portion of the annual registration fee of
the vehicle sold, traded, transferred, or junked which had not expired prior to the transfer of
ownership of the vehicle. The annual registration fee for the new registration for the vehicle
acquired shall be reduced by the amount of the credit. The credit shall be computed on the
basis of the number of months remaining in the registration year, rounded to the nearest
whole dollar. The credit shall be subject to the following limitations:

a. The credit shall be claimed within six months from the date the vehicle for which credit
is granted was sold, traded, transferred, or junked. After six months, all credits shall be
disallowed.

b. Any credit granted to the owner of a vehicle which has been sold, traded, transferred,
or junked may only be claimed by that person toward the annual registration fee for another
vehicle purchased and the credit may not be sold, transferred, or assigned to any other person.

c. When the amount of the credit is computed to be an amount of less than ten dollars, a
credit shall be disallowed.

d. To claim a credit for the unexpired annual registration fee on a junked vehicle, the
county treasurer shall disallow any claim for credit unless the owner presents a junking
certificate or other evidence as required by the department to the county treasurer.

e. A credit shall not be allowed to any person who has made claim to receive a refund
under section 321.126.

f. If the credit allowed exceeds the amount of the annual registration fee for the vehicle
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acquired, the owner may claim a refund under section 321.126, subsection 1, paragraph “f”,
for the balance of the credit.

g. The credit shall be computed on the unexpired number of months computed from the
date of purchase of the vehicle acquired.

4. If the annual registration fee upon application is delinquent, the applicant shall be
required to pay the delinquent fee from the first day the annual registration fee was due
prorated to the month of application for new title.

5. The seller or transferor may file an affidavit on forms prescribed and provided by
the department with the county treasurer of the county where the vehicle is registered
certifying the sale or transfer of ownership of the vehicle and the assignment and delivery
of the certificate of title for the vehicle. Upon receipt of the affidavit, the county treasurer
shall file the affidavit with the copy of the registration receipt for the vehicle on file in the
treasurer’s office and on that day the treasurer shall note receipt of the affidavit in the
vehicle registration and titling system. Upon filing the affidavit, it shall be presumed that the
seller or transferor has assigned and delivered the certificate of title for the vehicle. For a
leased vehicle, the lessor licensed pursuant to chapter 321F or the lessee may file an affidavit
as provided in this subsection certifying that the lease has expired or been terminated and
the date that the leased vehicle was surrendered to the lessor.

6. An applicant for a new registration for a vehicle transferred to the applicant by a spouse,
parent, or child of the applicant, or by operation of law upon inheritance, devise or bequest,
from the applicant’s spouse, parent, or child, or by a former spouse pursuant to a decree
of dissolution of marriage, is entitled to a credit to be applied to the annual registration fee
for the transferred vehicle. A credit shall not be allowed unless the vehicle to which the
credit applies is registered within the time specified under subsection 1. The credit shall be
computed on the basis of the number of unexpired months remaining in the registration year
of the former owner computed from the date the vehicle was transferred, computed to the
nearest whole dollar. The credit may exceed the amount of the annual registration fee for
the transferred vehicle. When the amount of the credit is computed to be an amount of less
than ten dollars, the credit shall be disallowed. The credit shall not be sold, transferred, or
assigned to any other person.

7. If a motor vehicle is leased and the lessee purchases the vehicle upon termination of
the lease, the lessor shall, upon claim by the lessee with the lessor within six months of the
purchase, assign the annual registration fee credit and registration plates for the leased motor
vehicle to the lessee. Credit shall be applied as provided in subsection 3.

[S13, §1571-m9; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4962; C39, §5002.02; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.46; 82 Acts, ch 1251, §11]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §8, 38; 83 Acts, ch 24, §2 — 4, 12; 83 Acts, ch 82, §2; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §52;
85 Acts, ch 87, §3; 87 Acts, ch 130, §3; 88 Acts, ch 1215, §6; 90 Acts, ch 1154, §1 - 5; 91 Acts,
ch 191, §6; 93 Acts, ch 87, §3; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §9; 99 Acts, ch 188, §8; 2000 Acts, ch 1016,
§6; 2000 Acts, ch 1047, §2, 4; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17, 18; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §44; 2004 Acts,
ch 1013, §13, 14, 35; 2005 Acts, ch 34, §5, 26; 2006 Acts, ch 1068, §12, 13; 2006 Acts, ch 1070,
§6; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §17, 21, 80; 2010 Acts, ch 1069, §143; 2013 Acts, ch 22, §1 - 3; 2014

Acts, ch 1110, §1, 2; 2015 Acts, ch 52, §2, 14

Referred to in §312.2, 321.34, 321.47, 321.48, 321.52, 321.52A, 321.105, 321.109, 321.113, 321.121, 321.122, 321.126, 322G.12, 331.557,
805.8A(2) (j)

Surcharge imposed; §321.52A

For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.46A Change from apportioned registration — credit.

An owner changing a vehicle’s registration from apportioned registration under chapter
326 to registration under this chapter shall be entitled to a credit on the vehicle’s annual
registration fees under this chapter. The credit may be allowed when the owner surrenders
to the county treasurer proof of apportioned registration provided by the department. The
amount of the credit shall be calculated based on the unexpired complete calendar months
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remaining in the registration year from the date the application is filed with the county
treasurer.

87 Acts, ch 108, §6; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §81; 2012 Acts, ch 1093, §7
Referred to in §331.557

321.47 Transfers by operation of law.

1. If ownership of a vehicle is transferred by operation of law upon inheritance, devise
or bequest, dissolution decree, order in bankruptcy, insolvency, replevin, foreclosure or
execution sale, abandoned vehicle sale, or when the engine of a motor vehicle is replaced by
another engine, or a vehicle is sold or transferred to satisfy an artisan’s lien as provided in
chapter 577, a landlord’s lien as provided in chapter 570, a self-service storage facility lien
as provided in section 578A.7, a storage lien as provided in chapter 579, a judgment in an
action for abandonment of a manufactured or mobile home as provided in chapter 555B,
upon presentation of an affidavit relating to the disposition of a valueless mobile, modular,
or manufactured home as provided in chapter 555C, or repossession is had upon default in
performance of the terms of a security agreement, the county treasurer in the transferee’s
county of residence or, in the case of a mobile home or manufactured home, the county
treasurer of the county where the mobile home or manufactured home is located, upon the
surrender of the prior certificate of title or the manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate, or
when that is not possible, upon presentation of satisfactory proof to the county treasurer of
ownership and right of possession to the vehicle and upon payment of a fee of twenty dollars
and the presentation of an application for registration and certificate of title, may issue to
the applicant a registration card for the vehicle and a certificate of title to the vehicle. A
person entitled to ownership of a vehicle under a decree of dissolution shall surrender a
reproduction of a certified copy of the dissolution and upon fulfilling the other requirements
of this chapter is entitled to a certificate of title and registration receipt issued in the person’s
name.

2. a. The persons entitled under the laws of descent and distribution to the possession
and ownership of a vehicle owned in whole or in part by a decedent who died intestate, upon
filing an affidavit stating the name and date of death of the decedent, the right to possession
and ownership of the persons filing the affidavit, and that there has been no administration
of the decedent’s estate, which instrument must also contain an agreement by the affiant
to indemnify creditors of the decedent who would be entitled to levy execution upon the
motor vehicle to the extent of the value of the motor vehicle, shall, upon complying with
the other title transfer requirements of this chapter, be issued a registration card for the
decedent’s interest in the vehicle and a certificate of title to the vehicle. If a decedent died
testate, and either the will is not probated or is admitted to probate without administration, the
persons entitled to the possession and ownership of a vehicle owned in whole or in part by the
decedent may file an affidavit and, upon complying with the other title transfer requirements
of this chapter, shall be issued a registration card for the decedent’s interest in the vehicle
and a certificate of title to the vehicle. The affidavit must contain the same information and
indemnity agreement as is required in cases of intestacy under this subsection. Chapter 450
is not satisfied by the filing of the affidavit provided for in this subsection. If, from the records
in the office of the county treasurer, there appear to be any liens on the vehicle, the certificate
of title must contain a statement of the liens unless the application is accompanied by proper
evidence of the satisfaction or extinction of such liens. Evidence of extinction includes but
is not limited to an affidavit of the applicant stating that a security interest was foreclosed
as provided in chapter 554, article 9, part 6. The department shall waive the certificate of
title fee and surcharge required under sections 321.20, 321.204A, 321.23, 321.46, 321.52, and
321.52A if the person entitled to possession and ownership of a vehicle, as provided in this
subsection, is the surviving spouse of a decedent.

b. An affiant under this subsection is the agent of the owner of the vehicle solely for
the purpose of completing the odometer disclosure statement under section 321.71 and
regulations promulgated under 49 U.S.C. ch. 327, and found in 49 C.FR. pt. 580. The affiant
may submit any required odometer disclosure statement together with the affidavit required
by this subsection.
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3. Whenever ownership of a vehicle is transferred under the provisions of this section, the
registration plates shall be removed and forwarded to a county treasurer, or to the department
if the vehicle is owned by a nonresident. Upon transfer the vehicle shall not be operated upon
the highways of this state until the person entitled to possession of the vehicle applies for and
obtains registration for the vehicle.

4. A person convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor
punishable as a scheduled violation under section 805.8A, subsection 2.

[S13, §1571-m9; C24, 27, 31, 35, §4963; C39, §5002.03; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75,
77, 79, 81, §321.47]

84 Acts, ch 1243, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §53; 91 Acts, ch 119, §1; 93 Acts, ch 154, §2; 95 Acts,
ch 118, §11; 99 Acts, ch 83, §2; 2000 Acts, ch 1149, §165, 187; 2000 Acts, ch 1203, §2; 2001
Acts, ch 137, §5; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §15; 2001 Acts, ch 176, §80; 2004 Acts, ch 1092, §2; 2005
Acts, ch 34, §6, 26; 2008 Acts, ch 1113, §18, 21; 2008 Acts, ch 1119, §5; 2010 Acts, ch 1138,
§51; 2010 Acts, ch 1190, §33; 2011 Acts, ch 38, §3; 2014 Acts, ch 1076, §14; 2019 Acts, ch 50,

§15; 2021 Acts, ch 38, §3; 2023 Acts, ch 143, §1, 2
Referred to in §312.2, 321.52A, 321.69, 321.104, 321.105A, 321.113, 321.121, 321.122, 331.557, 555C.3, 578A.7, 805.8A(2) (k)
Surcharge imposed; §321.52A
2023 amendment to subsection 2 applies retroactively to vehicles transferred on or after July 1, 2022; 2023 Acts, ch 143, §2
Subsection 2 amended

321.48 Vehicles acquired for resale.

1. a. When the transferee of a vehicle is a dealer who holds the vehicle for resale and
operates the vehicle only for purposes incident to a resale and displays a dealer plate on
the vehicle or does not drive such vehicle or permit it to be driven upon the highways, such
transferee shall not be required to obtain a new registration or a new certificate of title
but upon transferring title or interest to another person shall execute and acknowledge an
assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of title assigned to the person and
deliver the same to the person to whom such transfer is made.

b. A dealer licensed pursuant to chapter 322 or chapter 322C who has acquired a vehicle
for resale which is subject to a security interest as provided in section 321.50 and who has
forwarded to the secured party the sum necessary to discharge the security interest may offer
the vehicle for sale prior to the receipt from the county treasurer of the certificate of title for
the vehicle with the lien discharged for a period of not more than thirty days from the date
the vehicle was acquired and the provisions of section 321.104, subsection 2, shall not apply.

2. A foreign registered vehicle purchased or otherwise acquired by a dealer for the
purpose of resale shall be issued a certificate of title for the vehicle by the county treasurer of
the dealer’s residence upon proper application as provided in this chapter and upon payment
of a fee of five dollars and the dealer is exempt from the payment of any and all registration
fees for the vehicle. The application for certificate of title shall be made within thirty days
after the vehicle comes within the border of the state. However, a dealer acquiring a vehicle
registered in another state which permits Iowa dealers to reassign that state’s certificates
of title shall not be required to obtain a new registration or a new certificate of title and
upon transferring title or interest to another person shall execute an assignment upon the
certificate of title for the vehicle to the person to whom the transfer is made and deliver the
assigned certificate of title to the person.

3. Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2, requirements in those subsections for obtaining
title to a vehicle or acknowledging assignment and warranty of title do not apply to a dealer
who sells a motor vehicle to a purchaser in a consignment transaction authorized under
section 322.7B.

4. In a transaction in which a vehicle is traded to a dealer as defined in chapter 322 or
chapter 322C toward the purchase price of another vehicle and each vehicle is owned in
whole or in part by the same person, the person acquiring the vehicle from the dealer shall
be entitled to a credit under section 321.46.

5. A transferee of a new completed motor vehicle shall obtain a certificate of title for the
vehicle but is not required to pay the annual registration fee for the vehicle, provided all of
the following apply:
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a. The transferee is an equipment dealer licensed as a motor vehicle dealer under chapter
322.

b. The transferee purchases the vehicle at retail for the purpose of modifying the vehicle
as provided in section 321.105A, subsection 2, paragraph “c”, subparagraph (31), prior to
selling it as a used vehicle to a business or government entity.

c. The transferee operates the vehicle only for purposes incidental to a resale.

d. The transferee displays a dealer plate on the vehicle or does not drive the vehicle or
permit it to be driven upon the highways.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a dealer from obtaining a new
certificate of title or new registration in the same manner as other purchasers.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4965; C39, §5002.04; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.48]

82 Acts, ch 1062, §9, 38; 83 Acts, ch 82, §3; 84 Acts, ch 1169, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §54; 88
Acts, ch 1215, §7; 90 Acts, ch 1116, §2; 99 Acts, ch 13, §7; 2003 Acts, ch 8, §11; 2010 Acts, ch

1061, §180; 2014 Acts, ch 1065, §1; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §26
Referred to in §321.23, 321.25, 321.30, 321.46, 321.49, 321.50, 321.52A, 321.71, 321.104, 331.557, 805.8A(2) (1)
Surcharge imposed; §321.52A
For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.49 Time limit — penalty — power of attorney.

1. Except as provided in section 321.52, if an application for transfer of registration and
certificate of title is not submitted to the county treasurer of the residence of the transferee
within thirty days of the date of assignment or transfer of title, or within thirty days of the
date of delivery to the purchaser if the vehicle is subject to a security interest and was offered
for sale pursuant to section 321.48, subsection 1, a penalty of ten dollars shall accrue against
the applicant, and no registration card or certificate of title shall be issued to the applicant
for the vehicle until the penalty is paid.

2. Certificates of title to vehicles may be assigned by an attorney in fact of the owner under
a power of attorney appointed and so empowered on forms provided by the department. Such
power of attorney shall be filed by the transferee with the application for title.

3. A manufactured or mobile home retailer who acquires a used mobile home or
manufactured home, titled in Iowa, and who does not apply for and obtain a certificate
of title from the county treasurer of the county where the manufactured or mobile home
is located within thirty days of the date of acquisition, as required under section 321.45,
subsection 4, is subject to a penalty of ten dollars. A certificate of title shall not be issued to
the manufactured or mobile home retailer until the penalty is paid.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4966; C39, §5002.05; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.49]

85 Acts, ch 209, §2; 87 Acts, ch 130, §4; 93 Acts, ch 47, §2; 99 Acts, ch 13, §8; 99 Acts, ch
188, §9; 2000 Acts, ch 1154, §22; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17, 18; 2002 Acts, ch 1119, §45; 2013
Acts, ch 96, §2

Referred to in §331.557

321.50 Security interest provisions.

1. A security interest in a vehicle subject to registration under the laws of this state or a
mobile home or manufactured home, except trailers whose empty weight is two thousand
pounds or less, and except new or used vehicles held by a dealer or manufacturer as
inventory for sale, is perfected by the delivery to the county treasurer of the county where
the certificate of title was issued or, in the case of a new certificate, to the county treasurer
where the certificate will be issued, of an application for certificate of title which lists the
security interest, or an application for notation of security interest signed by the owner
or by one owner of a vehicle owned jointly by more than one person, or signed through
electronic means as determined by the department, or a certificate of title from another
jurisdiction which shows the security interest, and payment of a fee of ten dollars for each
security interest shown. The department shall require the federal employer identification
number of a secured party who is a firm, association, or corporation or, if a natural person,
the social security number. Upon delivery of the application and payment of the fee, the
county treasurer shall note the date of delivery on the application. If the delivery is by
electronic means and the time is electronically recorded on the application along with the
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date, the time shall be included with the date on all subsequent documents and records
where the date of perfection is required under this chapter. The date of delivery shall be the
date of perfection of the security interest in the vehicle, regardless of the date the security
interest is noted on the certificate of title. Up to three security interests may be perfected
against a vehicle and shown on an Iowa certificate of title. If the owner or secured party is
in possession of the certificate of title, it must also be delivered at this time. If a vehicle is
subject to a security interest when brought into this state, the validity of the security interest
and the date of perfection is determined by section 554.9303. Delivery as provided in this
subsection constitutes perfection of a security interest on a certificate of title for purposes of
this chapter and chapter 554.

2. Upon receipt of the application and the required fee, if the certificate of title was not
delivered to the county treasurer along with the application, the county treasurer shall notify
the holder of the certificate of title to deliver to the county treasurer, within five days from
the receipt of notice, the certificate of title to permit notation of the security interest. If the
holder of the certificate of title fails to deliver it within five days, the holder shall be liable to
anyone harmed by the holder’s failure.

3. Upon receipt of the application, the certificate of title, if any, and the required fee, the
county treasurer shall note the security interest and the date of perfection of the security
interest on the certificate of title. The county treasurer shall also note the security interest
and the date of perfection of the security interest in the county records system. Upon receipt
of a certificate of title issued by a foreign jurisdiction, on which a security interest has been
noted, the county treasurer shall note the security interest and the date the security interest
was noted on the foreign certificate of title, if available, or if not, the date of issuance of the
foreign certificate of title, on the face of the new certificate of title. The county treasurer shall
also note the security interest and the date that was noted on the certificate of title in the
county records system. The county treasurer shall then deliver the certificate of title to the
first secured party as shown thereon.

4. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if a security interest has
been delivered by electronic means, the county treasurer or department shall not print a
certificate of title until all security interests have been released, but shall provide the first
security interest holder with an electronic record of the certificate of title. When a vehicle
is subject to an electronic lien, the certificate of title for the vehicle shall be considered to
be physically held by the lienholder for purposes of compliance with odometer disclosure
requirements under section 321.71.

5. a. Except as provided in section 321.48, subsection 1, paragraph “b”, when a security
interest is discharged, the holder shall note a cancellation of the security interest on the
face of the certificate of title over the holder’s signature or may note the cancellation of the
security interest on a separate, notarized release form or letter. The holder shall deliver the
certificate of title and the form or letter, if applicable, to the county treasurer where the title
was issued. In the case of a security interest that has been delivered by electronic means,
the holder shall notify the department or the county treasurer, in a manner prescribed by the
department, of the release of the security interest. The county treasurer shall immediately
note the cancellation of the security interest on the face of the certificate of title, if applicable,
and in the county records system. The county treasurer shall on the same day deliver the
certificate of title, if applicable, and the separate, notarized release form or letter, if applicable,
to the then first secured party or, if there is no such person, to the person as directed by the
owner, in writing, on a form prescribed by the department or, if there is no person designated,
then to the owner. The cancellation of the security interest shall be noted on the certificate of
title by the county treasurer without charge. The holder of a security interest discharged by
payment who fails to release the security interest within fifteen days after being requested in
writing to do so shall forfeit to the person making the payment the sum of twenty-five dollars.

b. If a lien has been released by the lienholder but has not been sent to the county of
record for clearance of the lien, any county may note the release on the face of the title and
shall notify the county of record that the lien has been released as of the specified date and
make entry upon the computer system. Notification to the county of record shall be made by
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an automated statewide system or by sending a photocopy of the released title to the county
of record.

c. When a security interest is discharged, the lienholder shall note the cancellation of the
security interest on the face of the title and, if applicable, may note the cancellation of the
security interest on a form prescribed by the department and deliver a copy of the form in lieu
of the title to the department or to the treasurer of the county in which the title was issued.
The form may be delivered by electronic means. The department or county treasurer shall
note the release of the security interest upon the statewide computer system and the county’s
records. A copy of the form, if used, shall be attached to the title by the lienholder, if the title
is held by the lienholder, and shall be evidence of the release of the security interest. If the
title is held by the lienholder, the lienholder shall deliver the title to the first lienholder, or
if there is no such person, to the person as designated by the owner, or if there is no such
person designated, to the owner. If a certificate of title has not been issued, upon release of
a security interest, the lienholder shall notify the department or the county treasurer, in a
manner prescribed by the department, of the release of the security interest.

d. For purposes of this subsection, a security interest noted on an Iowa certificate of title
and appearing in the statewide computer system and the county’s records shall be presumed
to be discharged upon presentation of a valid certificate of title subsequently issued by a
foreign jurisdiction on which the security interest is no longer noted.

6. Notwithstanding subsection 5, when an application for registration and issuance of a
certificate of title is made by the means described in section 321.20, subsection 2, and the
application includes a certificate of title upon which a security interest has been discharged
by the secured party and the cancellation of the security interest is noted by the secured
party on the certificate of title above the secured party’s signature, the county treasurer shall
not require any other notation of the cancellation of the security interest on the face of the
certificate of title, and, if applicable, the county treasurer shall notify the county treasurer of
the county where the certificate of title was issued that the security interest has been released
as of the specified date and shall update such release on the applicable program or computer
system. A dealer licensed under chapter 322 or chapter 322C is authorized to sell such a
vehicle pursuant to section 321.48, subsection 1, paragraph “b”.

7. The uniform commercial code, chapter 554, article 9, shall apply to all transactions
intended to create a security interest in vehicles except as provided in this chapter.

8. Upon request of any person, the county treasurer shall certify whether there are, on the
date and hour stated therein, any security interests or liens against a vehicle and the name
and address of each secured party. The uniform fee for a certification shall be two dollars
if the request for the certification is on a form conforming to standards prescribed by the
secretary of state; otherwise, three dollars. Upon request and payment of the appropriate
fee, the county treasurer shall furnish a certified copy of any security interests for a uniform
fee of one dollar per page.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4967; C39, §5002.06; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.50]

83 Acts, ch 5, §3, 5; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §55; 89 Acts, ch 260, §3; 92 Acts, ch 1175, §30; 97
Acts, ch 108, §6; 99 Acts, ch 13, §9; 99 Acts, ch 188, §10; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §7, 44, 47; 2000
Acts, ch 1149, §166, 187; 2001 Acts, ch 153, §17; 2003 Acts, ch 8, §13; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §286;
2004 Acts, ch 1013, §15 - 17, 35; 2004 Acts, ch 1092, §3; 2014 Acts, ch 1123, §11; 2018 Acts,

ch 1034, §1; 2023 Acts, ch 50, §1, 2
Referred to in §321.24, 321.42, 321.45, 321.48, 321.131, 331.557
Subsection 5, paragraph a amended
NEW subsection 6 and former subsections 6 and 7 renumbered as 7 and 8

321.51 Terminal rental adjustment clause — vehicle leases that are not sales or security
interests.

An agreement involving the leasing of a motor vehicle or trailer does not create a sale
or security interest solely because the agreement provides for an increase or decrease
adjustment in the rental price of the motor vehicle or trailer based upon the amount realized
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upon sale or other disposition of the motor vehicle or trailer following the termination of the
lease.

94 Acts, ch 1052, §1
Referred to in §331.557

321.52 Out-of-state sales — junked, dismantled, wrecked, or salvage vehicles.

1. When a vehicle is sold outside the state for purposes other than for junk, the owner,
dealer or otherwise, shall detach the registration plates and registration card and shall
indicate on the registration card the name and address of the foreign purchaser or transferee
over the person’s signature. Unless the registration plates are legally attached to another
vehicle, the owner shall surrender the registration plates and registration card to the county
treasurer, who shall cancel the records, destroy the registration plates, and forward the
registration card to the department. The department shall make a notation on the records of
the out-of-state sale and, after a reasonable period, may destroy the files for that particular
vehicle. The department is not authorized to make a refund of annual registration fees on
a vehicle sold out of state unless it receives the registration card completed as provided in
this section.

2. a. The purchaser or transferee of a motor vehicle subject to registration for which a
certificate of title is issued which is sold for scrap or junk shall surrender the certificate of
title, properly endorsed and signed by the previous owner, to the county treasurer of the
county of residence of the transferee, and shall apply for a junking certificate from the county
treasurer, within thirty days after assignment of the certificate of title, except when the vehicle
is disposed of pursuant to paragraph “b”. The county treasurer shall issue to such person
without fee a junking certificate. A junking certificate shall authorize the holder to possess,
transport, or transfer by endorsement the ownership of the junked vehicle. A certificate of
title shall not again be issued for the vehicle subsequent to the issuance of a junking certificate
except as provided in subsection 3. The county treasurer shall cancel the record of the vehicle.
The junking certificate shall be printed on the registration receipt form and shall be imprinted
with the words “junking certificate”, as prescribed by the department. A space for transfer
by endorsement shall be on the junking certificate. A separate form for the notation of the
transfer of component parts shall be attached to the junking certificate when the certificate
is issued.

b. The owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration that does not have a certificate of
title or a junking certificate may dispose of the vehicle to a vehicle recycler licensed under
chapter 321H for scrap or junk if the vehicle is twelve model years old or older and is acquired
by the vehicle recycler for reasonable consideration equaling less than one thousand dollars.

3. a. When a vehicle for which a certificate of title is issued is junked or dismantled by the
owner, the owner shall detach the registration plates and surrender the plates to the county
treasurer, unless the plates are properly assigned to another vehicle. The owner shall also
surrender the certificate of title to the county treasurer, except when the vehicle is disposed
of pursuant to subsection 2, paragraph “b”.

b. Upon the surrender of the certificate of title and application for junking certificate,
the county treasurer shall issue to the person, without fee, a junking certificate, which shall
authorize the holder to possess, transport, or transfer ownership of the junked vehicle by
endorsement of the junking certificate. The county treasurer shall hold the surrendered
certificate of title, registration receipt, application for junking certificate, and, if applicable,
the registration plates for a period of fourteen days following the issuance of a junking
certificate under this subsection.

c. Within the fourteen-day period, the person who was issued the junking certificate and
to whom the vehicle was titled or assigned may surrender to the county treasurer the junking
certificate, and upon the person’s payment of appropriate fees and taxes and payment of any
credit for annual registration fees received by the person for the vehicle under section 321.46,
subsection 3, the county treasurer shall issue to the person a certificate of title for the vehicle.
After the expiration of the fourteen-day period, a county treasurer shall not issue a certificate
of title for a junked vehicle for which a junking certificate is issued. The county treasurer
shall cancel the record of the vehicle and forward the certificate of title to the department.
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d. However, upon application and a showing of good cause, the department may issue a
certificate of title to a person after the fourteen-day period for a junked vehicle for which a
junking certificate has been issued. For purposes of this subsection, “good cause” means that
the junking certificate was obtained by mistake or inadvertence. If a person’s application to
the department is denied, the person may make application for a certificate of title under the
bonding procedure as provided in section 321.24, if the vehicle qualifies as an antique vehicle
under section 321.115, subsection 1, or the person may seek judicial review as provided under
sections 17A.19 and 17A.20.

4. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, an insurer may apply
for and be issued a salvage certificate of title for a motor vehicle without surrendering the
certificate of title or manufacturer’s or importer’s statement of origin properly assigned
if ownership of the vehicle was transferred, or will transfer, to the insurer pursuant to a
settlement with the previous owner of the vehicle arising from circumstances involving
damage to the vehicle, and at least thirty days have expired since the effective date of such
settlement. To obtain a salvage certificate of title pursuant to this paragraph “a”, the insurer
shall submit an application for a salvage certificate of title to the county treasurer of the
county in which the vehicle is stored by or on behalf of the insurer. The application shall be
accompanied by an affidavit from the insurer in which the insurer certifies it has made at
least two written attempts to obtain a properly assigned certificate of title or manufacturer’s
or importer’s statement of origin for the vehicle by contacting the previous owner of the
vehicle and all lienholders of record by certified mail or a similar service that provides proof
of service using a return receipt, and has been unable to obtain the title or statement of origin.
The failure of a previous owner or lienholder to provide a properly assigned certificate of
title or manufacturer’s or importer’s statement of origin shall be deemed to be a waiver by
the previous owner or lienholder of all rights, title, claim, and interest in the vehicle. The
application shall also be accompanied by the application fee required under paragraph “b”,
and proof of payment of the total amount of the settlement by the insurer to the previous
owner of the vehicle. Upon receiving an application that complies with this paragraph “a”,
the county treasurer shall issue a salvage certificate of title to the insurer which shall be free
and clear of all liens and claims of ownership and shall bear the word “SALVAGE” stamped
or printed on the face of the title in a manner prescribed by the department.

b. A vehicle rebuilder or a person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or
exchanging vehicles of a type required to be registered in this state, upon acquisition of
a wrecked or salvage vehicle, shall surrender the certificate of title or manufacturer’s or
importer’s statement of origin properly assigned, together with an application for a salvage
certificate of title, to the county treasurer of the county of residence of the purchaser or
transferee within thirty days after the date of assignment of the certificate of title for the
wrecked or salvage motor vehicle. This subsection applies only to vehicles with a fair
market value of five hundred dollars or more, based on the value before the vehicle became
wrecked or salvage. Upon payment of a fee of ten dollars, the county treasurer shall issue a
salvage certificate of title which shall bear the word “SALVAGE” stamped or printed on the
face of the title in a manner prescribed by the department. A salvage certificate of title may
be assigned to an educational institution, a new motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter
322, a person engaged in the business of purchasing bodies, parts of bodies, frames or
component parts of vehicles for sale as scrap metal, a salvage pool, or an authorized vehicle
recycler licensed under chapter 321H. An authorized vehicle recycler licensed under chapter
321H or a new motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 322 may assign or reassign an
Iowa salvage certificate of title or a salvage certificate of title from another state to any
person, and the provisions of section 321.24, subsection 5, requiring issuance of an Iowa
salvage certificate of title shall not apply. A vehicle on which ownership has transferred to
an insurer of the vehicle as a result of a settlement with the owner of the vehicle arising out
of damage to, or unrecovered theft of, the vehicle shall be deemed to be a wrecked or salvage
vehicle and the insurer shall comply with this subsection to obtain a salvage certificate of
title within thirty days after the date of assignment of the certificate of title of the vehicle.

c. When awrecked or salvage vehicle has been repaired, the owner may apply for a regular
certificate of title by paying the appropriate fees and surrendering the salvage certificate of
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title and a properly executed salvage theft examination certificate. A motor vehicle with a
gross vehicle weight rating of thirty thousand pounds or more is not subject to the salvage
theft examination otherwise required under paragraph “d”, and the owner of such vehicle
is not required to submit a salvage theft examination certificate. The county treasurer shall
issue a regular certificate of title which shall bear a designation printed on the face of the
title and printed on the registration receipt indicating that the vehicle was previously titled
on a salvage certificate of title in a form approved by the department. This designation shall
be included on every Iowa certificate of title and registration receipt issued thereafter for
the vehicle. However, if ownership of a stolen vehicle has been transferred to an insurer
organized under the laws of this state or admitted to do business in this state, or if the transfer
was the result of a settlement with the owner of the vehicle arising from damage to or the
unrecovered theft of the vehicle, and if the insurer certifies to the county treasurer on a form
approved by the department that the insurance company has received one or more written
estimates which state that the retail cost of repairs including labor, parts, and other materials
of all damage to the vehicle is less than three thousand dollars, the county treasurer shall
issue to the insurance company the regular certificate of title and registration receipt without
this designation.

d. A salvage theft examination shall be made by a peace officer who has been specially
certified and recertified when required by the Iowa law enforcement academy to do salvage
theft examinations. The Iowa law enforcement academy shall determine standards for
training and certification, conduct training, and may approve alternative training programs
which satisfy the academy’s standards for training and certification. The owner of the
salvage vehicle shall make the vehicle available for examination at a time and location
designated by the peace officer doing the examination. The owner may obtain a permit
to drive the vehicle to and from the examination location by submitting a repair affidavit
to the agency performing the examination stating that the vehicle is reasonably safe for
operation and listing the repairs which have been made to the vehicle. The owner must be
present for the examination and have available for inspection the salvage title, bills of sale
for all essential parts changed, if applicable, and the repair affidavit. The examination shall
be for the purposes of determining whether the vehicle or repair components have been
stolen. The examination is not a safety inspection and a signed salvage theft examination
certificate shall not be construed by any court of law to be a certification that the vehicle is
safe to be operated. There shall be no cause of action against the peace officer or the agency
conducting the examination or the county treasurer for failure to discover or note safety
defects. If the vehicle passes the theft examination, the peace officer shall indicate that the
vehicle passed examination on the salvage theft examination certificate. The permit and
salvage theft examination certificate shall be on controlled forms prescribed and furnished
by the department. The owner shall pay a fee of fifty dollars at the time the examination is
scheduled. The agency performing the examinations shall retain forty dollars of the fee and
shall pay five dollars of the fee to the department and five dollars of the fee to the treasurer
of state for deposit in the general fund of the state. Moneys deposited to the general fund
under this paragraph are subject to the requirements of section 8.60 and shall be used by
the Iowa law enforcement academy to provide for the special training, certification, and
recertification of officers as required by this subsection.

e. For purposes of this subsection, “wrecked or salvage vehicle” means a damaged motor
vehicle subject to registration for which the cost of repair exceeds seventy percent of the
fair market value of the vehicle, as determined in accordance with rules adopted by the
department, before the vehicle became damaged.

5. The department shall adopt rules in accordance with chapter 17A to carry out this
section.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, §4887; C39, §5002.08; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.52;
81 Acts, ch 102, §3]

84 Acts, ch 1169, §2; 84 Acts, ch 1305, §56; 85 Acts, ch 67, §36; 85 Acts, ch 209, §3; 88 Acts,
ch 1089, §4 - 6; 88 Acts, ch 1215, §8 — 10; 89 Acts, ch 185, §3; 89 Acts, ch 296, §28; 91 Acts, ch
142, §2, 3; 91 Acts, ch 260, §1225, 1226; 92 Acts, ch 1104, §3; 93 Acts, ch 131, §12; 94 Acts, ch
1107, §51; 95 Acts, ch 45, §2, 3; 97 Acts, ch 108, §7; 97 Acts, ch 121, §2; 2000 Acts, ch 1016, §8,
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9; 2005 Acts, ch 8, §11; 2006 Acts, ch 1068, §14; 2006 Acts, ch 1070, §7; 2006 Acts, ch 1120,
§12; 2007 Acts, ch 143, §10; 2008 Acts, ch 1018, §17, 18; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §47, 48; 2008
Acts, ch 1113, §19, 21, 82; 2009 Acts, ch 41, §114; 2015 Acts, ch 52, §3, 4, 14; 2016 Acts, ch

1098, §32; 2017 Acts, ch 31, §2; 2021 Acts, ch 30, §1

Referred to in §312.2, 321.1, 321.24, 321.45, 321.46, 321.47, 321.49, 321.52A, 321.67, 321.69, 321.100, 321.104, 321.126, 322C.6, 331.557,
805.8A(2) (m)

Surcharge imposed; §321.52A

For applicable scheduled fine, see §805.8A, subsection 2

321.52A Certificate of title surcharge — allocation of moneys.

In addition to the fee required for the issuance of a certificate of title under section 321.20,
321.20A, 321.23, 321.42, 321.46, 321.47, 321.48, or 321.52, a surcharge of five dollars shall
be required. Of each surcharge collected under those sections, the county treasurer shall
remit five dollars to the office of treasurer of state for d