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SPECIAL PRESENTATION

The House M em orial Choir sang ‘The S tar-Spangled B anner’ and 
‘My C ountry ‘Tis of Thee’ before the  House in  honor of the Pioneer 
L aw m akers Jo in t Convention.

The House rose and  expressed its  appreciation.

COM M ITTEE TO NOTIFY THE SENATE

G reiner of W ashington moved th a t a com m ittee of four be 
appointed  to notify th e  Senate  th a t th e  House was ready  to receive it 
in  jo in t convention.

The m otion prevailed and  the  Speaker appointed as such 
com m ittee, G reiner of W ashington, Alons of Sioux, Mascher of 
Johnson and  M ertz of K ossuth.

G reiner of W ashington, chair of the  com m ittee appointed to notify 
the  S enate th a t the  House was ready  to receive it in  jo in t convention, 
reported  the  com m ittee had  perform ed its  duty. The report was 
received and  th e  com m ittee discharged.

The Sergeant-at-A rm s announced the  arriv a l of the  President of 
the  Senate, the  Secretary  of the  Senate and th e  honorable body of the 
Senate.

The P residen t w as escorted to the  Speaker's sta tion  and the 
m em bers of th e  Senate w ere seated  in  the  House cham ber.

JO IN T  CONVENTION 
PIO N EER LAWMAKERS'

FIFTY-EIGHTH BIENNIAL SESSION

In accordance w ith  House C oncurrent Resolution 4  duly a d o p te d , 

th e  jo in t convention w as called to order, P residen t Kibbie presiding-

P residen t Kibbie announced a quorum  p resen t and  the jokd 
convention duly organized.
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Iverson of W right moved th a t a committee of eight be appointed 
to escort the Pioneer Lawmakers into the House chamber.

The motion prevailed and the President appointed as such 
committee Connolly of Dubuque, Zieman of Allamakee, Tinsman of 
Scott and Rielly of M ahaska, on the part of the Senate, and Greiner of 
Washington, Alons of Sioux, Mascher of Johnson and M ertz of 
Kossuth on the part of the House.

The committee escorted the Pioneer Lawmakers into the House 
chamber.

President Kibbie presented Senator Dvorsky, who welcomed the 
Pioneer Lawmakers on behalf of the Senate.

President Kibbie presented Representative Christopher Rants, 
Speaker of the House, who welcomed the Pioneer Lawmakers on 
behalf of the House.

President Kibbie presented the Honorable Don Shoultz, member 
of the House who responded to the welcome.

The Honorable Don Shoultz announced the 1985 class of 
legislators who were eligible to become members of the Pioneer 
Lawmakers.

Honorary members of the 2005 class were the following:

Donald G. Hauser, Michael Heller, Kay Henderson, Bernie 
Koebernick, David Sm itherm an, Todd Schulz and Dawn Vance.

Representative Don Shoultz introduced Steven Rapp, Senior 
rosecutor for the United Nations a t the International Criminal 
nbunal for Rwanda, who addressed the joint convention as follows:

Hr. President, Mr. Speaker, colleagues, and friends.

You know that you have truly become an old-timer when you attend one of these
nnial meetings and find that there are pioneer lawmakers who were first elected

after you left office.

I see some of my fellow old-timers from the class of ‘73’, from that year when a 
y °f legislators were new and many were young.



950 JO URNA L OF TH E HOUSE 80th D ay

W hen we a rrived  th e  handfu l of v e te ran s in these  h a lls  did not know what to 
expect. T hree of us new  D em ocrats, Tom Higgins, M ary  O’H alloran , and  myself, had 
originally  been assigned to th e  full A ppropriations Com m ittee. B u t somebody in the 
leadersh ip  of th e  Republican m ajority  feared  th a t  we would use our positions to push 
rad ical ideas, and  we w ere re-assigned to th e  County G overnm ent Com m ittee. This for 
me tu rn ed  ou t to be a b lessing  in  disguise-but a t  th e  tim e it  w as very well-disguised.

Being on County G overnm ent involved early  m orning m eetings w ith  our older rural 
colleagues, m any  of whom  had  a lread y  been up for hours. B ut th e re  was no shortage of 
b ills-stacks of them , m ost from  th e  associations of counties and  county officeholders. 
Soon I was w orking on th e  bills in  subcom m ittee, try in g  to m ake constructive changes.

N ot th a t  I gave up  on rad ical ideas. I m ade it  my cause to push  for th e  adoption of 
th e  th ree-factor form ula for th e  corporate income ta x -a  bill th a t I w as to discover had 
probably less chance of passage th a n  th e  repea l of .the right-to-w ork law.

B ut on County G overnm ent, I continued to work and  by M arch I h ad  a  chance as 
m inority  m em ber to m anage a  bill on th e  floor, H ouse File 175, to ra ise  th e  $.70 meal 
allowance paid  to sheriffs for th e  feeding of p risoners in  sm all county jails. But my 
R epublican colleagues knew  w h a t th ey  w ere doing. I t  w as not a  “Non-Con.” Indeed, 
w hen it reached  th e  floor we h eard  th a t  i t  would enrich  sh e riffs  wives, while starving 
th e  prisoners. I discovered th a t  I had  been sen t ou t in to  th e  b a ttle  betw een the rural 
and  th e  u rban , betw een Mom an d  Pop an d  th e  b u reau cra ts , an d  I w as not on the 
expected side. In  th e  end we w orked ou t a  com prom ise th a t  w as signed into law m 
May. I t  ended th e  possibility  of profit, k ep t th e  sheriffs happy, and  assured the 
p risoners th e ir  th ree  squares a  day.

Tow ard th e  end of th a t  long session, I  m ade th e  m istake  of playing touch football, 
a fte r  doing no th ing  m ore stren u o u s for five m onths th a n  lifting  th e  Iowa Code. The 
re su lt was announced in  th e  House C ham ber by D avid S tan ley  as a  “3-factor fracture. 
A fter th e  ank le  w as p inned  and  I w as wheeled ou t of th e  recovery room, I was pleased 
th a t  m y firs t v isitors w ere my colleagues from th e  o th er p a rty  on th e  County 
G overnm ent Com m ittee.

I do no t w an t to give you th e  im pression  th a t  I got along w ith  a ll of my Republican 
colleagues. T h a t f irs t y ear I do no t rem em ber ever exchanging a greeting  w ith Grumpy 
Fisher. However, in th e  second year, we team ed  together to support n o - f a u l t  
autom obile insurance. I recall th e  day when we defeated  a k iller am endm en t on a cliff" 
h ang ing  vote th a t  ended w ith  a  count of 49 to 48. G rum py and  I lite ra lly  danced a J1? 
in th e  back of cham ber. O f course, th en  as now, i t  took m ore th a n  49 votes to pass a 
bill and  even together we could no t get there .

I discovered as well th a t  i t  w as possible to have good re la tions not just with 
som etim e allies on th e  o th er side, b u t also w ith  dedicated adversaries. In  1974, Chuc 
G rassley  and  I ra n  for th e  sam e C ongressional seat, both in crowded p rim ary  fields- 
rem em ber s ittin g  together on th a t  back bench d iscussing how we could m anage to win 
on shoestring  budgets ag a in st b e tte r  financed opponents. I recall one evening when 
decided to save m oney by rid ing  together to a  jo in t event up by th e  M innesota line, 
th e  in te re s t of cost-savings, we even le t J im  F lan sb u rg  of th e  R egister come along 011 
th e  ride.
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As you know, for th e  la s t four y ears I have been  w orking in  a  very d ifferent a rena. 
There I confront persons who w ere leaders of a  sta te -th e  Republic of R w anda. I t  is a 
state in which 800,000 m en, wom en and  children  w ere bu tchered  in 14 w eeks from 
April to Ju ly  in 1994. An average 8000 w ere killed each day-the  equ ivalen t of th ree  
World Trade C enters a  day  in  a  place one-fifth th e  size of Iowa. The m urd ers  w ere 
committed a t a ra te  g rea te r th a n  th a t  of th e  N azi d ea th  m achine a t  its  m ost efficient.

We have 69 of these  form er leaders in custody. They w ere a rre s ted  in 26 countries, 
and brought to A rusha in  T an zan ia  to s tan d  tria l, before a  court constitu ted  by th e  UN 
Security Council and finance by 191 nations, on ind ic tm en ts charging genocide and 
crimes against hum anity .

There is a  tendency in  th e  W est to see th e  R w anda genocide as a n  episode of 
spontaneous violence in a  prim itive society. T h a t is not tru e . R w anda is certain ly  
poor, but it is one of th e  m ost com prehensively adm in istered  societies in  th e  world. 
The leaders who sit in  th e  UN  D etention  Facility  in A ru sh a  a re  persons of education, 
who studied in Europe or in  N orth  Am erica, and  who held  key positions in  governm ent, 
in politics, in business, in  th e  m edia, in academ ia, in  th e  m ilitary , and  in  th e  Church, 
both Catholic and p ro tes tan t.

There is also a tendency to see th e  R w anda genocide as som ething th a t  could only 
happen in Africa. T h a t is not true . We have only to rem em ber th e  contem poraneous 
mass m urders in th e  form er Yugoslavia, an d  th e  genocide of th e  Jew s and  th e  
extermination and enslavem ent of o th er na tio n a l groups-crim es com m itted in  living 
memory by persons w ith  whom m any of us sh a re  a  common heritage.

In the tria l of th e  M edia leaders, I looked across each day and  even tually  cross- 
examined Professor F erd in an d  N ahim ana, a  m an who for a w hile had  p u rsued  an 
academic career in A frican h isto ry  th a t  one of h is law yers had  com pared to th a t  of my 
wife Dolly. Now I often spend w eeks dealing one-on-one w ith  ind iv iduals who have 
confessed to th e ir p a r t  in  th e  genocide and  who we hope, a fte r subm itting  to th e  justice 
system themselves, w ill be w itnesses ag a in st th e ir  form er colleagues. Some were 
successful business m en, persons devoted to th e ir  fam ilies, b u t who took th e  leadersh ip  
m creating and financing th e  na tio n a l youth  group th a t  becam e th e  k illing  corps of the
genocide.

What m otivated such ind iv iduals to become th e  organ izers of m ass m urder?

There was firs t th e  sense th a t  they  w ere th e  victim s. For decades, some say 
centuries, the m inority  T u ts is had  dom inated, and th e  m ajority  H u tu s h ad  been 
? P P « -ed . W hen th e  H u tu s gained dom inance a t  th e  tim e of independence in  th e  early  
Tut ,S' ôrc n̂ ^ hun d red s of tho u san d s of T u ts is to flee, th ere  w as a  fear th a t  if th e  
theSH Were a h°w ed even a  sh a re  of power they  would soon dom inate again, an d  reduce 
g  n utus to slavery. T his fear w as g rea tes t am ong those who had  th e  m ost to lose, 

ney used it w ith  g rea t effect to rekindle  th e  enm ity  betw een ord inary  H u tu s and
sis who in m any cases h ad  in te rm arried  and  b u ilt business and  personal re la tions 

across the ethnic divide.

stfiall ^  WaS n ° d ispu tes would be decided fairly. Only power m attered . A
been ^r° Û  ^lu tus from  th e  n o rth  held  th e  political power, and th e ir  associates had 

en a^°\ved to gain economic advantages, and  am ass g rea t w ealth . W hen th a t  was
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criticized they  sen t th e ir  su p porters to violently a tta ck  th e ir  opponents, with no 
expectation  th a t  th ey  would be pun ished  for th e ir  conduct.

Those whose positions w ere th rea ten ed  b u ilt support by dem onizing the  Tutsis 
m inority  group. In  th is  they  w ere aided by th e  fact th a t  th e  country  w as a t  w ar with a 
rebel force th a t  w as dom inated  by th e  ch ild ren  of th e  T u ts is refugees th a t  had  fled in 
th e  1960’s. T hey d iverted  a tte n tio n  from  th e  fact th a t one sm all group of H u tus had all 
th e  power and  w ealth , by calling on a ll H u tu s to u n ite  ag a in st th e  e te rn a l enemy the 
T utsis. Those H u tu s who would a lly  them selves w ith th e  T utsis w ere th e  worst, and in 
th e  genocide w ere th e  first victim s, because they  w ere tra ito rs  to  th e ir  own kind.

T here  w as a  w illingness to use any m eans. The unem ployed youth  w ere recruited, 
and  arm ed, and  tra in ed  an d  even tually  unleashed. They w ere th e  m ost avid killers, 
b u t they  w ere only p a r t of th e  killing  force. T here  w as th e  m ilitary , th e  national police, 
th e  local adm in istra tion , b u t also hun d red s of tho u san d s of o rd inary  civilians who took 
th e ir  place on b a rrie rs  th a t  each few y ards crossed every s tre e t an d  highway, and 
en listed  in  n igh t patro ls, identifying and  flushing ou t th e ir  T u ts is neighbors and 
som etim es join ing in  th e ir  slaugh ter. As th ey  did they  listened  to th e  propaganda. It 
p ra ised  them  for w orking, as killing  w as known during  th e  genocide. I t  told them that 
th e  w ork was necessary  because th e  T utsis had  dug a  grave for th e  H utus, they must 
fill it w ith  the  T u ts is or th e  H u tu s them selves would be th e  victim s. I t  mocked and 
dehum anized  th e  Tutsis, as cockroaches, and  snakes, and in  an  overwhelming 
C h ristian  country  i t  w as even sa id  th a t  th e  V irgin M ary h as appeared  to say that the 
T utsis deserve th e ir  fate. I t  p u t people in  fear th a t  if  th ey  opposed th e  killing, even if 
they  did not a t  lea s t ap p ear to partic ipa te , th a t  they  them selves would be targeted, the 
nam es of them selves and  th e ir  fam ilies read  on th e  radio to th e  h earin g  of thousands of 
m achete-w ielding k illers who would be aw aiting  th e ir  a rriv a l a t  th e  roadblocks.

I t  is a  long way from Iowa to R w anda. B u t both th e  k illers and  th e  victims were 
hu m an s like we are. Close up  one can see th a t  even th e  k illers w ere motivated by 
sim ilar desires for security  for them selves and  th e ir  fam ilies and w ere in tensely  fearful 
of an y th in g  th a t  could tak e  it  away. They m ade choices. As h u m an s we all make 
choices, w h e th er to seek common ground, or sow division; w h e th er to build  or to tear 
down; w hether to se ttle  d ispu tes by peaceful m eans or by violence; w h e th er to do good, 
or to  do evil.

Th ink ing  of these  choices I am  rem inded of th e  lessons tau g h t and  the  lessons 
lea rn ed  h ere  in th e  ha lls  of th is  Iowa L egisla ture . One learned  th a t  th e  w inner who 
tak es a ll will likely lose all on an o th er day, th a t  th e  best solutions often involve 
compromise, th a t  an  adversary  today can be an  ally tomorrow . One learned  as wei 
th a t  differences a re  often superficial, th a t  persons of widely different backgrounds can 
find common e lem ents in th e ir  experiences, and  th a t  even ad versa ries can be just as 
w ell-m otivated as oneself and  can som etim es even have it  righ t. Of course, one also 
cam e to know th a t  even as one w rites the  law , th e re  a re  ru les  th a t  canno t be change11' 
and  lines th a t  cannot be crossed, th e  violation of which will e a rn  th e  disapproval o 
friend  and  foe alike.

Of course we w ere no t in  civil w ar in 1973, or in 2005. B ut in  our h isto ry  we have 
h ad  groups victim ized, we have had  regional conflict th a t  took generations to heal, #e 
have had  social tensions th a t  e ru p ted  in to  violence. We have lea rn ed  th a t  the bes 
answ er lies in in stitu tio n s like th is  one, w here conflicts a re  fought w ith words, where
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interests are balanced, where resolutions are reached that we may not like but that we 
can accept.

Seeing what can happen in the world, underlines not just necessity of this process, 
but also of its fragility. Preserving it requires us to each day make the choice not to 
cross the line, not to make adversaries into enem ies, not to demonize the opposition, 
and while pushing hard for what one knows is right, to remember that each has his or 
her own view of what is right that is entitled to our understanding and respect.

Gipp of W inneshiek moved th a t  th e  jo in t session dissolve a t 2:49 
p.m.

The House resum ed session a t 3:10 p.m., Speaker R an ts in  the  
chair.

IMMEDIATE MESSAGE

Jacobs of Polk asked and received unanim ous consent th a t  H ouse  
File 748 be im m ediately m essaged to the  Senate.

R egular C alendar

House File 797, a bill for an  act re la tin g  to th e  estab lishm ent of a 
promotional program  for national h istoric landm arks and  certified 
cultural and en terta in m en t d istricts, w as tak en  up for consideration.

Wilderdyke of H arrison  offered the  following am endm ent H -1098 
filed by him and moved its  adoption:

H-1098

 ̂ Amend House File 797 as follows:
1- Page 1, line 12, by strik in g  th e  words 

J "located in ”.

Amendment H -1098 was adopted.

Wilderdyke of H arrison  offered the  following am endm ent H -1115
1 ed by him and  moved its  adoption:

h -1 1 1 5

2 Amend House File 797 as follows:
g 1- Page 1, by strik in g  lines 18 th rough  20 and 

inserting th e  following: "districts, as estab lished


