
 

 

 

Organic Nutrient Management Program  

ISSUE 

The status of the Organic Nutrient Management Program. 

AFFECTED AGENCIES 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

CODE AUTHORITY 

Chapter 161C.6, Code of Iowa 

BACKGROUND 

The Household Hazardous Waste Account received funding from a $25 permit for retail sales 
of products classified as Household Hazardous Waste.  The Account also receives civil 
penalties for violations of certain environmental regulations awarded to the State that exceed 
$200,000 annually.  In February 1993, the Department of Natural Resources received a civil 
penalty settlement of $1.0 million.  Of this amount, $951,000 was deposited in the Household 
Hazardous Waste Account.  This amount is in excess of the $354,000 budgeted as receipts 
to the account for FY 1993.  During the 1993 Legislative Session, the General Assembly 
appropriated $900,000 from the Household Hazardous Waste Account to establish the 
Organic Nutrient Management Program.  The Program provides cost-share money to 
establish organic nutrient management systems which facilitate the proper utilization of 
livestock waste as a nutrient source and to protect the water resources of the State from 
livestock waste runoff. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

Section 14, SF 2314 (Agriculture and Natural Resources Appropriations Bill), appropriated 
$800,000 to the Organic Nutrient Management Program from the General Fund.  Section 34, 
SF 2314 codified the Organic Nutrient Management Program with the following programmatic 
changes:   

1. The eligibility of a "family farm limited liability company" to receive moneys. 
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2. The ineligibility of a person involved in a legal or administrative action involving the violation 
of livestock waste disposal laws. 

3. The eligibility of an individual to receive up to $7,500 per fiscal year per project. 

Attachment A is an Organic Nutrient Management Program status report by district through May 
31, 1994.  Total unobligated funds of $413,814 have been recalled by the Division of Soil 
Conservation and will be reallocated with the FY 1995 appropriation.  Since August of 1993, 50.0% 
of the FY 1994 appropriation has been paid or obligated. 

ALTERNATIVES 

This Issue Review is for informational purposes only. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

Since the original funding for the Program was from a fine, another funding source was necessary 
to continue the Program in FY 1995.  Therefore, a new appropriation from the General Fund of 
$800,000 was appropriated, with a reversion of unobligated funds to occur at the end of FY 1998. 

Several other states have Animal Waste Management System Programs including North Carolina, 
Ohio and Wisconsin.  Each state requires a Waste Management Plan and are administered 
similarly to the Iowa Program.  Funding is shown in the following table. 

 

State  
Funding Per 

Year Year Started
Cost 

Share 

Iowa  $      800,000 1993 50.0% 

North Carolina  $   4,000,000 1984 75.0% 

Ohio  $      850,000 1979 75.0% 

Wisconsin  $      900,000 1982 75.0% 
 

Currently, 46.0% of Iowa's FY 1994 appropriation is unobligated.  However, the Soil Conservation 
District Offices have had to deny 124 applications due to lack of funding.  The total State's cost-
share amount of the applications not approved was $910,000.  Since the appropriations are 
allocated equally across districts, the issue of unfunded applications will continue in some districts 
at the current funding level. 
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