
52.1 Alternative voting systems  definitions.

1. At all elections conducted under chapter 49, and at any other election unless specifically prohibited by the
statute authorizing the election, votes may be cast, registered, recorded, and counted by means of either
voting machines or optical scan voting systems, in accordance with this chapter.

2. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

a. "Automatic tabulating equipment" means apparatus, including but not limited to electronic data processing
machines, that are utilized to ascertain the manner in which optical scan ballots have been marked by voters
or by electronic ballot marking devices, and count the votes marked on the ballots.

b. "Ballot" includes paper ballots designed to be read by automatic tabulating equipment. In appropriate
contexts,  also includes conventional paper ballots."ballot"

c. "Ballot marking device" means a pen, pencil, or similar writing tool, or an electronic device, all designed
for use in marking an optical scan ballot, and so designed or fabricated that the mark it leaves may be
detected and the vote so cast counted by automatic tabulating equipment.

d. "Optical scan ballot" means a printed ballot designed to be marked by a voter with a ballot marking
device.

e. "Optical scan voting system" means a system employing paper ballots under which votes are cast by voters
by marking paper ballots with a ballot marking device and thereafter counted by use of automatic tabulating
equipment.

f. "Program" means the written record of the set of instructions defining the operations to be performed by a
computer in examining, counting, tabulating, and printing votes.

g. "Voting machine" means a direct recording electronic device meeting the requirements of section 52.7,
subsections 1 and 2, and designated for use in casting, registering, recording, and counting votes at an
election.
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